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BU students can study
abroad in Paris,
France! 
Through the Paris
Internship Program,
French faculty from
local universities
teach courses on
contemporary France
specifically designed
for students in the BU
program. 

Study Abroad

Visit Study Abroad to learn more!

PARIS, FRANCEPARIS, FRANCE

https://www.bu.edu/abroad/programs/paris-internship-program/
https://www.bu.edu/abroad/
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Dr. Lillie WebbDr. Lillie Webb
  



What tips do you have for people learning French?

For all language learning, the key is a combination of consistent exposure, regular
speaking practice, and self-compassion. It's so easy to get caught up in a fear of
making mistakes, but language learning is one of the few areas in which quantity
of production leads to improved quality. If you can make yourself understood,
don't worry about being perfect. You should also go to office hours! Your
language instructor can give you detailed feedback about your individual needs.

For all learners, the easiest way to keep improving is by taking French classes.
Beginning French students especially should learn a few pronunciation rules since
they are so different from English and other Romance languages. This will help
you build listening and reading comprehension more quickly. For intermediate
and advanced students, try switching your social media accounts to French.
Students of all levels should actively seek out French-language content in their
daily routine. Follow #learnfrench on TikTok or Instagram to get started.

Why is learning the culture of a language just as important as learning the
language itself? 

Language is more than just a set of grammar rules. It is closely intertwined with its
culture. The intersection of language and culture defines every social interaction.
Language learning can teach you to say "bonjour" and "au revoir" and that French
has a formal and informal 'you.' But cultural learning teaches you the social dance
of polite conversation. Are you with friends, in class, or in a shop? Are you
speaking to French people, Belgians, or Ivoirians? It all matters. Language learning
opens the door to another way of understanding the world, but you must study
the cultures of that language to step through.

What's your favorite aspect of French culture?

I adore French literature. Le parti pris des choses by Francis Ponge is an excellent
entrypoint for those interested in poetry. I also love French art. The MFA has a
good collection of works by Claude Monet and Jean-François Millet. If you prefer
more contemporary art, check out the renowned street artist, Miss Tic
(@missticofficiel on Instagram).

Q & AQ & A A CONVERSATION WITH LANGUAGE
OF THE MONTH FILM DISCUSSION

LEADER, DR. LILLIE WEBB



Is there anything students should know before watching Welcome To The
Sticks?

Just like in the US, France has its own set of regional stereotypes. The humor in
this film plays with our (and French people's) expectations as it pokes fun at those
stereotypes. French students will also notice that the accent and some of the
dialogue is very different from standard French. That's because a regional
language, Picard, is also spoken in Nord, the department where the film is set.
Listen closely to see if you can spot the differences. For some extra language fun,
check out this lexicon of Picard words and phrases from the film. 
 

How can students become more involved with Global House?

Attend an event or join our community! Global House offers cultural
programming for 10 different languages, and most of our cultural events are
open to all BU students! Follow us on Instagram (@globalhousebu) to find out
about upcoming events. We would love to see you there!

We're also currently accepting applications to live on our floor for Fall 2022. We
offer language clusters for Arabic, Chinese (Mandarin), French, German, Italian,
Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish. You only need to have
completed the second semester (or equivalent) to apply. We also welcome
advanced and native speakers. Visit our website to find out more. The application
deadline is February 1.

If you're just looking for more language practice, check out our Let's Speak series,
offered in partnership with Language Link at the ERC. We offer sessions for
French, Japanese, Portuguese, Italian, and Hindi. Language Link has even more
languages to choose from.

Q & AQ & A A CONVERSATION WITH LANGUAGE
OF THE MONTH FILM DISCUSSION

LEADER, DR. LILLIE WEBB

https://web.archive.org/web/20170812063551/https:/www.lachoulette.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/dictionchti.pdf
http://www.bu.edu/globalhouse
https://www.bu.edu/erc/programs/link/


CELEBRATE
LA FÊTE DES ROIS | JAN 6 

Translated as "Feast of
the Kings," la Fête des
Rois is celebrated on
January 6 in honor of
the three magi who
came to visit baby
Jesus in the Bible. 

Galette des Rois
Translated as "King's
cake," the galette des rois
is eaten on January 6. As a
fun tradition, a single fève
(bean) is baked into the
cake. If your slice of cake
has the bean, then you
get to be King or Queen
for a day! 

Check out the recipe on the next page!



GALETTE DES ROIS
Ingredients

1/2 cup almond meal
1/4 cup granulated sugar
1 large egg
3 tablespoons butter,
softened
3/4 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 tablespoon all-purpose
flour

For the Almond Cream Filling:
17 ounces puff pastry,
thawed
1 dried fava bean, optional
1 large egg, beaten
2 tablespoons
confectioners sugar

For the Cake:

Learn how to bake it here!

https://www.thespruceeats.com/fresh-homemade-almond-meal-1451204
https://www.thespruceeats.com/best-vanilla-extract-1666074
https://www.thespruceeats.com/types-of-wheat-flour-3050534
https://www.thespruceeats.com/galette-des-rois-recipe-1375050


A taste ofA taste of  

For nearly 15 years, this
restaurant has been serving
tasty French dishes and
wine in the South End.

This bakery, located right on the
border of Brighton and Brookline,
specializes in breads and pastries
from France, Italy, and Germany. 

FRENCH CUISINEFRENCH CUISINE
Clear Flour Bread

La Voile Restaurant

Petit Robert Bistro

With locations on Newbury
Street and in Brookline, this
restaurant is an authentic
French brasserie and an
import from the South of
France.

Check out BU Libraries' research guide to learn
more about French culture and cuisine!

https://www.clearflourbread.com/
http://www.lavoilerestaurants.com/
http://www.petitrobertbistro.com/
https://library.bu.edu/c.php?g=565255&p=3893586


 In this tender and intimate romance, a married Hasidic woman falls for a secular stranger,
opening her eyes to a whole new world and forcing her to choose between her faith and
her heart.

FilmsFilms
Click on the movie titles to watch now 

Felix and Meira

Saint Laurent
Dive into the color and lush textures of the incredible life of fashion icon, Yves Saint Laurent.
Explore the mind of a creative genius, the intricacies that turned a haute couture label into a
worldwide phenomenon, and the glamour and decadence that followed Saint Laurent's
footsteps of fame and fortune.

Le Week-End
Nick and Meg, a long-married British couple revisit Paris for the first time since their
honeymoon in an attempt to rekindle their relationship. During a two-day escapade, diffident,
wistful Nick and demanding, take-charge Meg careen from harmony to disharmony to
resignation and back again as they take stock of half a lifetime of deep tenderness (and even
deeper regret). A surprise invitation from Nick’s old friend, Morgan--an amusingly eccentric
American academic with a fancy Parisian address--soon leads them to an unexpectedly hopeful
vision of what their love and marriage might still become.

https://ezproxy.bu.edu/login?qurl=https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/felix-and-meira?account_id=9676&usage_group_id=107810
https://ezproxy.bu.edu/login?qurl=https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/saint-laurent?account_id=9676&usage_group_id=107810
https://ezproxy.bu.edu/login?qurl=https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/le-week-end?account_id=9676&usage_group_id=107810


A gripping tale of two souls finding strength in each
other after tragedy reunites them. Marion Cotillard 
 gives a tour de force performance as Stephanie, an
orca trainer whose life is transformed when tragedy
strikes during a show. Faced with unbearable
circumstances, she turns to Ali, a street boxer fighting
his own battle through life-changing events. As their
stories intersect, they navigate a gritty relationship in
a world where love and courage appear in many
forms.

FilmsFilms  
Click on the movie titles to watch now 

Rust and Bone

Amour
Insightful. Original. Exquisite. Georges and Anne have
known a lifetime of love within their intimate marriage.
Though their bond has stood the test of time, it’s about
to meet its greatest challenge. Acclaimed director
Michael Haneke brings a showstopping performance
to the screen in a film that exalts the beautiful,
compassionate, and courageous within us all.

Molière
Molière stars highly acclaimed French actor, Romain
Duris, as Moliére, a down-and-out actor turned
playwright who is up to his ears in debt. When the
wealthy Jourdain offers to cover that debt so that
Molière's theatrical talents can help Jourdain win the
heart of a certain widowed marquise, hilarity ensues.
Disguised as a priest, Molière becomes a guest to
Jourdain's wife, Elmire. But, soon after, the confrontation
between Elmire and Molière turns seductive. Too busy
to notice, Jourdain enlists the aid of a well-connected
and scheming acquaintance to help him pursue the
widowed marquise. 

(cont'd)(cont'd)

https://ezproxy.bu.edu/login?qurl=https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/rust-and-bone?account_id=9676&usage_group_id=107810
https://ezproxy.bu.edu/login?qurl=https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/amour?account_id=9676&usage_group_id=107810
https://ezproxy.bu.edu/login?qurl=https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/moliere?account_id=9676&usage_group_id=107810


Language of the MonthLanguage of the Month  
Film DiscussionFilm Discussion

Bienvenue chez les Ch'tis
(Welcome to the Sticks)

Friday, January 28 at 3:00 PM ET | Register via Zoom

Watch Bienvenue chez les Ch'tis, available through BU Libraries, then join
the ERC and BU Libraries for a discussion with special guest, Dr. Lillie
Webb, Director of BU Global House, Lecturer in French.

This record-breaking comedy smashed the
box office in France, where it was nominated
for Best Original Screenplay at the César
Awards. Although she lives a comfortable life
in the south of France, Julie has been feeling
depressed for a while. To cheer his wife,
Julie's husband, Philippe, tries to obtain a
transfer to a seaside town on the French
Riviera. When Philippe is caught red-handed
scamming an inspector, he is immediately
banished to Bergues, a distant town in the
far north of France. Leaving his wife and child
behind, Philippe leaves for Bergues, a
dreadfully cold place inhabited by hard-
drinking, unemployed rednecks speaking an
incomprehensible dialect of French called
Ch'ti. But Philippe soon realizes that all these
ideas were nothing but prejudices and that
Bergues is not so bad after all.

https://buprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1du03mk/ALMA_BOSU151895584440001161
https://buprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1du03mk/ALMA_BOSU151895584440001161
https://www.canva.com/link?target=https%3A%2F%2Fbostonu.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtJwodeGtqj4rG9MS24E3zYuPr33hDY19Jtx5&design=DAEyjaxFgiU


Click here to listen to our
French Language of the Month
Spotify playlist, based on
recommendations by our
French Language Link Leader,
Seynedhee!

MUSICMUSIC

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/5tuuFclihQoclhOCuliDvl?si=a6d30a404c544ecd
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/5tuuFclihQoclhOCuliDvl?si=2cc86c8ca2334e91
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/5tuuFclihQoclhOCuliDvl?si=2cc86c8ca2334e91


LITERATURELITERATURE
Click on the image to
access the French
Language & Literature
Guide from BU
Libraries.

Click here to access a research guide with library
resources on Francophone regions of the world.

Francophone means "French-speaking"

https://library.bu.edu/french
https://library.bu.edu/francophone
https://library.bu.edu/francophone


ActivitiesActivitiesActivities

CLICK HERE for CROSSWORDS

Test your French with
crossword puzzles at various

levels!

Did you know?
Epiphany comes from the Greek word
“appearance.” It refers to the arrival of
the three wise men, Balthazar,
Melchior, and Gaspard after the birth
of Jesus Christ.

https://www.lexisrex.com/French-Crossword-Level-1
https://www.lexisrex.com/French-Crossword-Level-1
https://www.lexisrex.com/French-Crossword-Level-1

