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The ERC offers tutoring for Korean!
Peer Tutoring provides BU students
an opportunity to meet with fellow
students and ask questions related to
their course material. Our tutors are
here to guide, encourage, and
support you in your learning process.
The ERC also offers Language Link for
Korean! Language Link hosts several
informal, half-hour discussions each
week. Sessions are led by a native
speaker and are offered at three
different levels: beginner,
intermediate, and advanced.

STUDY ABROAD
in Korea
Click here to learn more about BU's Questrom-focused
courses at Seoul University!

Spotlight

Rachel Do (COM'23)

KOREAN LANGUAGE LINK LEADER

Meet our Korean Language Link Leader, Rachel Do
(COM’23). She is majoring in film and television with a
minor in journalism. In her free time, Rachel can be found
binge-watching Marvel shows such as Loki, Wandavision,
The Falcon, and the Winter Soldier or making video edits
of her favorite Marvel characters.

Q&A

A CONVERSATION WITH
KOREAN LANGUAGE LINK
LEADER, RACHEL DO

What tip or advice do you have for people learning either a new language
in general or Korean specifically?
I am not good at learning new languages myself, but for those learning Korean, I
recommend watching Korean dramas. For beginners, I recommend shows in
high school settings, which are really chill and smooth. For intermediate and
advanced learners, the Reply [1997, 1994, 1988] series is really good because it
incorporates many Korean traditions in various time periods. This series was
super successful because it made people really nostalgic, but it may be difficult
if you’re not familiar with different dialects.
Why did you become a Language Link Leader?
I was born in Korea and lived there for ten years before coming to America to
study. I was surrounded by American culture and didn’t really grow up in Asian
communities, so I lost touch with my Korean identity. I am fluent in Korean, so I
wanted to do something with it, and I’m not sure how I found Language Link,
but I landed on the website and thought it was a really cool opportunity to use
my fluency in Korean to work and talk about Korean dramas and culture.
Why is learning the culture of a language just as important as learning the
language itself?
Based on my experience learning English and American culture through
listening to pop songs and watching famous American TV shows, it gave me
more confidence and allowed me to connect to more people. It allowed me to
be more comfortable and make small talk in new environments, whether
sharing the common experience of having watched Grey’s Anatomy or having
listened to Maroon 5. While not everyone learning Korean is going to move to
Korea to start a new life, learning its culture can help open you up to so many
new things.

CELEBRATE
CHUSEOK | SEPTEMBER 21
Chuseok is celebrated at the end of September and early October when
the full harvest moon appears in the sky. In honor of the festival,
families gather to spend time together and give thanks to their
ancestors for a plentiful harvest.
A special food eaten on this occasion is songpyeon, a rice cake that can
be filled with various fillings such as sesame seeds, chestnuts, red
beans, or other similar ingredients. Another popular Chuseok tradition is
gift-giving to friends, relatives, and acquaintances to show thanks and
appreciation.

Popular

Korean in
Cuisine
Boston
Seoul Soulongtang
This restaurant serves a variety of the most
popular Korean foods, including several kinds of
soup with rice, stews, bulgogi, and more. Best of
all, it's not that expensive!

Bonchon
This place has amazing Korean fried chicken. In
Korea, fried chicken is one of the most popular
foods for Koreans and tourists alike. It's a great
option for those who are new to Korean cuisine!

Sura Korean BBQ
This place allows you to pick and choose from a
variety of marinated meats to cook yourself at the
table. The meal comes with small, complimentary
side dishes, called banchan, which are a common
accompaniment to most Korean meals.

Market

Check out H Mart in Cambridge for authentic
Korean food, snacks, and drinks as well as a small
food court with popular Korean dishes. You can
also find food and snacks from other Asian
countries!

The iconic dish of Chuseok is songpyeon, a colorful rice
cake that can be filled with sesame and honey

PREP TIME: 15 MIN | COOK TIME: 20 MIN

These half-moon shaped
rice cakes come in many
different colors with
various fillings, including
chestnuts, sesame seeds,
and more. They are
traditionally steamed on a
bed of pine needles (the
"song" in songpyeon
meaning "pine tree").
Click here to access the full recipe!

Featured Recipe

Songpyeon

K-Dramas
Korean TV Shows

Guardian: The Lonely and Great God

The story of a man who lives for over 900 years because
he cannot die until he meets his "bride." This is considered
one of the best shows in Korea's history, and it is most
popular in the winter because it is set in NovemberJanuary. Available via Viki.

Mr. Sunshine
A period piece written by the same author who wrote
Guardian. The protagonist, a young determined woman,
fights against Japanese forces during the colonial era.
Available via Netflix.

Extracurricular

A realistic show that documents a group of high school
students making dangerous deals to earn money. It is Rrated, and there is some violence and profanity, but it's a
fresh take on high school and is well-loved by many people.
Available via Netflix.

It’s Okay Not to Be Okay

An extraordinary road to emotional healing opens up for an
antisocial children's book writer and a selfless psych ward
caretaker when they cross paths. Available via Netflix.

Films

A Tale of Two Sisters

After spending time in a mental institution, two sisters return to
the home of their father and cruel stepmother. While dealing with
their stepmother's obsessive and unbalanced ways, a mysterious
ghost keeps them up at night, interfering with their fragile sanity.
Available via BU Libraries.

Train to Busan

While a zombie virus spreads across South Korea, passengers
struggle to survive on the train from Seoul to Busan.

Snowpiercer

This film is directed by Bong Joon Ho, the director of Parasite. In
a future where a failed climate-change experiment has killed all
life except for the lucky few who boarded the Snowpiercer, a
train that travels around the globe, a new class system emerges.

Films

(cont'd)
The Host

A monster emerges from
Seoul's Han River and begins
attacking people. One victim's
loving family does what it can
to rescue her from its clutches.
Rent via Amazon.

Burning
Jong-su bumps into a girl who
used to live in the same
neighborhood. She asks him to
look after her cat while she's on
a trip to Africa. Upon returning,
she introduces Ben, a
mysterious man she met there,
who confesses his secret hobby.
Available via Amazon Prime.

Forgotten
After his brother returns from
being abducted, Jin-seok chases
after the truth behind the
mysterious kidnapping.
Available via Netflix.

Okja

A gentle giant and the girl who
raised her are caught in the
crossfire between animal
activism, corporate greed, and
scientific ethics.
Available via Netflix.

Language of the Month
Film Discussion
In collaboration with BU Libraries, the ERC presents
Parasite (2019) with special guest Dr. Yang, Associate
Professor of Korean & Comparative Literature, Convener
of Chinese and Korean.
Thursday, September 30 at 3:00 PM ET | Register via Zoom

Parasite
Greed and class
discrimination threaten
the newly formed
symbiotic relationship
between the wealthy
Park family and the
destitute Kim clan
(IMDb).

MUSIC
K-POP

K-Pop, or Korean popular music, is a widely
popular genre of music from South Korea. Idols
are known for their choreography and unique
style, which have taken the world by storm.

Listen to BLACKPINK here!

Korean Drama Official Soundtrack
Playlist with songs from:

Guardian
Descendants of the Sun
Itaewon Class
and more!

Other popular Korean artists and bands:

Red Velvet
IZ*ONE
Twice

IU
Jay Park

Listen to BTS here!

LITERATURE
Reading recommendations!

The Curious Tale of
Mandogi's Ghost
More information on
Goodreads

Dictee
More information on
Goodreads

Kim Jiyoung, Born 1982
More information on
Goodreads

Pachinko
More information
on Goodreads

Human Acts
More information on
Goodreads

The Catcher in the Loft
More information on
Goodreads

CLICK THE TITLES TO ACCESS AVAILABLE
WORKS VIA BU LIBRARIES
Don't forget to check out the Korean Language and
Literature Research Guide!

Study Korean at BU!
Are you into K-pop and want to know more about its roots?
Do you love K-dramas and want to understand them without
subtitles? Or do you have Korean heritage and want to learn
more about your family's background?
Whether you are looking for a way to strengthen your résumé
or just love how the Korean alphabet looks, you will find
something wonderful while studying Korean at BU.
To learn more about Korean courses and minoring in Korean,
please visit the Korean department's websites: Languages at
BU and World Languages and Literatures

Activities

See if you can find all of the words in Korean
in this word search!

Did You Know?

Hangul, the Korean alphabet, consists of 24 letters with 14
consonants and 10 vowels. Each letter corresponds to a sound.
The letters are then grouped together into syllable blocks, and
syllables are grouped together to create a word.

