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LEARN
CHINESE
WITH THE ERC!
The ER C o f f e r s t ut o ring for Mandarin Chinese!
ERC P e e r T ut o r i ng provides BU students an
opport uni t y t o m e e t with fellow students and
ask que s t i o ns r e l a t ed to their course material.
Our tut o r s a r e he r e to guide, encourage, and
suppor t y o u i n y o ur learning process. All tutors
are unde r g r a dua t e s who excelled in their cours e
and ar e r e c o m m e nded by BU faculty. Our
service s a r e f r e e to all BU students! Sign up or
learn m o r e he r e .

THE BEST APPS TO HELP YOU MASTER THE CHINESE LANGUAGE

Get The App
CHINESE SKILL
For learning with games
Free on iOS and Android

THE CHAIRMAN’S BAO
For learning with the news
First month free on the web, iOS,
and Android

SKRITTER
For learning chinese writing
First week free on iOS and the
web

CHECK OUT MORE APPS HERE

Spotlight
CHINESE TUTOR

Jiayi
Wang
CAS '22

Meet our Chinese language
tutor, who loves learning foreign
languages, taekwondo, singing,
and helping students improve
their Chinese!

Q&A

A CONVERSATION WITH
OUR CHINESE TUTOR JIAYI WANG

Q: What’s being a language tutor like?
A: I like making things clear for other people. For exams, if the students are confused
about a certain topic, and after I explain they’re like, "Oh, that makes sense," that feels
really rewarding—that I helped someone. I like knowing that I’m making other
people’s communication skills stronger. I also enjoy learning languages a lot, so
tutoring other people is really fun for me.
Q: What’s one of your favorite language study tips?
A: Immerse yourself in the environment. If you’re learning Chinese, for instance,
watch Chinese dramas. That’s easy to do because you can just look up any drama, and
that helps improve your listening skills and understanding of the language in general.
The most important thing is to talk with native speakers in that language. Although it
may be uncomfortable, you really just need to do it. If you’re learning Chinese, talking
to another Chinese student like you, who’s also learning Chinese, can also be helpful.
A conversation between you two will be good practice for both of you.
A third thing is that you should learn a language as a habitual thing, instead of
cramming. I do some vocab every day, every morning— it’s how I start my mornings.
Language learning requires so much dedication to get good. You should not say, “Oh, I
should start cramming for my Chinese exam next week;” instead, you should do a
little (or a lot!) every day.
Q: What’s your favorite aspect of Chinese culture?
A: It’s just so beautiful; it’s just so pretty. It’s so deep and colorful that one can barely
ever learn all of it. Because we have such a long history, that plays a huge part in the
culture. And we have 56 minzu (ethnic groups), and because each of them has their
own culture, clothing, food, architecture, etc., it’s really interesting to see how diverse
Chinese culture is even within itself. That's the most fascinating part.

Celebrate

THE LUNAR NEW YEAR

Year of the Ox

Lunar New Year, also known as Chinese New Year,
starts on February 12. The festivities last for 15 days,
but in China, only the first 7 days are recognized as a
public holiday. The Lunar Year celebrates the
beginning of the year according to the traditional
Chinese calendar.

Customs & Traditions
Wear red (especially if you're an Ox!)
For those born in a year of the ox (celebrating their 12th,
24th,...60th, etc. birthday), take care to start wearing red
for the entire year. It can be as simple as a red bracelet or
red socks, but it's an important tradition to ward off bad
luck.
Share the wealth
Red envelopes are a crucial part of the Lunar New Year
festivities. These packets of money are given to children
and unmarried adults.
Connect with family & friends
Lunar New Year is all about family. Find ways to connect
with your relatives safely, whether it's a phone call to
catch up or celebrating with your immediate family.
Clean!
In the days leading up to the Lunar New Year, clean your
living space to sweep away the bad luck of the past year.
Be sure to finish all your cleaning before February 12
though— you don't want to clean away the good luck!

RECIPES
CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR WITH DUMPLINGS!

Dumplings are a traditional Chinese food and are well-loved
even in America. People eat dumplings during the Lunar New
Year because it looks like a bar of precious metal. People
believe that if they eat dumplings during the festival, they will
become enjoy wealth and safety over the coming year.

Access a recipe here or follow along with this Youtube video!

Eating
Authentically
GOLDEN TEMPLE — BROOKLINE
Timeout Market says, "By day, it’s a serene temple to freshly prepared
American-Chinese cuisine with an award-winning wine list; on weekend
nights, a DJ spins Top 40 hits in the E Room bar. Take your time perusing
the extensive menu—the owners pride themselves on using high-quality
ingredients and hormone-free meat for specialties such as Golden
Temple ribs and crispy orange beef."

JO JO TAIPEI — ALLSTON
Jo Jo Taipei is a cornerstone in the Allston community and has been
recognized for its outstanding Chinese cuisine, excellent service, and
friendly staff.

CHINATOWN — BOSTON
Chinatown is located in downtown
Boston, which is just a few stops away
from BU on the green line. There are a
lot of authentic restaurants to try and
awesome bubble tea shops.

Watchlist
In Last Train Home, a
couple joins 130 million
other migrant workers in
the journey home for
Chinese New Year. The
documentary reflects the
family's struggle for a
future against the
backdrop of China's rapid
growth as a global
superpower. Available for
free via Tubi TV.
Flavors of Youth is a feelgood anime movie about
city life in China. Available
via Netflix.
Based on Liu Cixin's Hugo
Award-winning short story
collection, The Wandering
Earth follows a group of
unexpected heroes as they
endeavor to prevent a
looming collision between
Jupiter and Earth. Available
via Netflix.
Still Life follows a man
and woman on their
journeys back to a town
that is being demolished
for the development of
the Three Gorges Dam.
Available via YouTube.
Farewell My Concubine
portrays the emotional
impact of the Cultural
Revolution, one of China's
most sensitive periods,
through the lens of the
Beijing Opera. Available
via Amazon.

Language of the Month
Film Discussion
THE
FAREWELL
“In this funny, heartfelt
story, Billi's (Awkwafina)
family returns to China
under the guise of a fake
wedding to stealthily say
goodbye to their beloved
matriarch--the only
person that doesn't know
she only has a few weeks
to live” (Kanopy).

WATCH VIA
BU LIBRARIES
HERE

Discuss it
with the ERC

Thursday, February 25 at
3:00pm EST via Zoom |
Register here

Wang Zengqi

Wang Zengqi's Prose Collection is a
compilation of short stories that blend the
sensitivities of real life with the
sentimentality and culture of traditional
Chinese cuisine. Check out his other works
as well, including My Dream of Drama,
Slow Life, and A Complete Work of Food.
All works are available via Amazon.

Listen

ARTIST
SPOTLIGHT:
GAI (OR
ZHOU YAN)
In recent years, hip hop
has increased in
popularity in China. GAI,
or Zhou Yan, is a famous
Chinese rapper. Check
out his Spotify page here.

Check out some of the most
popular Mandopop artists
here and listen to a playlist of
2021's Top Chinese Songs,
accessible here.

STUDY
ABROAD

ALTHOUGH STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS ARE ON
HOLD BECAUSE OF COVID-19, BU STUDY ABROAD
RECOMMENDS STUDENTS PLAN EARLY!

BU STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS INCLUDE THE
SHANGHAI INTERNSHIP, THE SHANGHAI CHINESE
LANGUAGE & CULTURE IMMERSION PROGRAM, AND
THE SHANGHAI CHINESE STUDIES SUMMER
PROGRAM

YOU CAN USE THE BU STUDY ABROAD WEBSITE'S
SEARCH ENGINE TO FIND PROGRAMS BY LANGUAGE

