
CELEBRATING JUNETEENTH
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Associate Provost and Dean of Students Kenneth Elmore has been celebrating Juneteenth
since before he ever realized it.     

Dean Elmore grew up in Brooklyn, New York, with fond memories of his family — and all
the Black families in his neighborhood — driving to the park on Francis Lewis Boulevard in
Queens on a Saturday in June to use the grills, listen to music, and play games. “We’d be
up super early, like at 6 am, to beat the traffic, grab a grill, and be there all day. It was a
blast!” said the Dean.   

“Back in my day, it was all about boom boxes, and everyone would take turns on their
boom box and get to do a little bit of a playlist.” They’d listen to the classics: Earth Wind
and Fire, Aretha Franklin, and even gospel music. “There was dancing and conversations
about the old times living down south. The kids would be getting a game of baseball going,
tag, and if there was a good wind, we’d fly kites.”     

However, it wasn’t until he was interning at the Rhode Island Black Heritage Society during
college that he learned about the legacy of Juneteenth. “That was my awakening. Whether
I realized it or not, we were always ritualized around Juneteenth. It was in our family’s DNA
to celebrate, even if they didn’t tell us much about it,” he said.      

Juneteenth, also known as Freedom Day or Jubilee Day, memorializes June 19, 1865. On
this day, Union soldiers arrived in Galveston, Texas, to inform enslaved Black people that
slavery was formally abolished by President Abraham Lincoln’s signing of the
Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863. Still, two and a half years later, Black
people in Galveston toiled under the horrors of slavery until Union soldiers came to enforce
the President’s order.    

Since that date, African Americans recognize Juneteenth as an opportunity to
commemorate the resilience of their ancestors and the ongoing struggle for racial equity.
From sharing family stories to sipping on red drinks that symbolize the perseverance of
their predecessors, Juneteenth ushers in unique ways to celebrate the monumental impact
that the Black community has had on the United States and beyond. 

Last year, Boston University added Juneteenth as an official holiday on the University’s
calendar to make BU “the diverse, equitable, and inclusive community that best embodies
our values,” President Robert A. Brown announced in a letter sent to the University
community.  
     
Dean Elmore views this change as a sign of hope.“I say I’m hopeful from the standpoint of
people digging into the narrative and understanding the wisdom and knowledge Black folks
have.” He believes the celebration can be an opportunity for individuals who are not
familiar with the holiday to learn more about Juneteenth and engage with its history.    

Today, Deal Elmore strives to keep the spirit of being on Francis Lewis Boulevard alive by
celebrating with friends and family, discussing life and politics, and making a toast to
Jubilee. “I also really acknowledge that, sure, we have a ways to go, but we are free
people.”     

-The Office of the Senior Diversity Officer

EVENTS ON CAMPUS

 
JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION

 
Thursday June 16, 2022 

4PM-6PM 
George Sherman Union Courtyard

775 Commonwealth Ave

BU Faculty & Staff of Color Community Network invites the community to come together in
celebration of Juneteenth. The event will feature food, drinks, and a live performance by

The Rashaan Langley Project. Click here to register.

 
JUNETEENTH BBQ

 
Friday June 17, 2022 

12PM-4PM
BU Beach

270 Bay State Road

Dean of Students, the Office of the Senior Diversity Officer, D&I, and the Howard Thurman
Center for Common Ground is inviting everyone to BU Beach for a cookout! Bring your

friends and enjoy the sun-filled outdoor seating, enjoy some music, and grab a bite to eat.
Click here to register.

LISTEN

 
The History and
Meaning of
Juneteenth

 
The New York Times' "The Daily" podcast
considers why, throughout its history,
Juneteenth has gained prominence at
moments of pain in the struggle for black
liberation in America. They also ask: What
does freedom mean now? Listen to the
episode here.

READ

"Ebony and Ivy"
by Craig Steven
Wilder

 
A groundbreaking exploration of the
intertwined histories of slavery, racism,
and higher education in America, from a
leading African American historian.
Purchase book here. 

SHARE

 
Harvard & the
Legacy of Slavery

 
A report produced by Harvard University’s
Presidential Commission on the Legacy of
Slavery identified more than 70 Black and
Indigenous people enslaved by Harvard
faculty, staff, and leaders — some of
whom lived and worked on campus. Share
the full report with your peers.
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