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Welcome to the
Courtauld Institute of Art

London Programme

Presented by Sarah Farrow, Assistant Director, Academic Affairs
(sfarrow@bu.edu)
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Programme Outline

•AH 320 or AH 388
at BU London
Programmes

•Foundations Course at
Courtauld

•Elective Course at
Courtauld

AH 320: Modern British Art and Design. The Course is designed as an
introduction to modern art and design in Britain. Topics to be discussed are
based around current art exhibits in London which students will attend as a
class.
AH 388: British Painting from Holbein to the Twentieth Century, This course
provides an introduction to British painting, it is intended for students who
have a major or minor in Art History. The structure of the course is broadly
chronological, covering the sixteenth to the end of the nineteenth-century.
Both classes include daily field trips to London’s art galleries and institutions
These courses are complemented by weekly tutorial session with Prof Robert
Cumming where you will take an in-depth look at individual pieces of artwork

The Foundations Course at the Courtauld is taken by all second year
students.

Elective course-listings will be sent out over the summer for students to
choose from. Please note that your elective choices MUST be approved by
Prof Kleiner.

You will notice a big difference in the essay writing style between the US and
the UK. Expectations between the two country’s professors are very different
and we encourage you to make use of the writing assistants at the Courtauld
to help you with your essay writing for the Courtauld.
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Student Life at The Courtauld

• Library Access

 Student Union
Facilities

 Galleries

Students on the programme have access to the library at Courtauld and
enjoy all student union facilities including free entry to the Courtauld
Galleries.

Please note that the library at the Courtauld is quite small and very
strict in it’s lending policies so students need to plan ahead and plan
wisely. We also recommend that students use alternative libraries in
London (a list will be provided by the BU library to help students)
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Your BU classes will be held at the main BU London Centre building at 43
Harrington Gardens (1)
Point out three residences.

The housing is set up as suites with students in singles or shared bedrooms
with en suite bathrooms. Each floor has its own kitchen and eating area. Some
residences have common rooms with their kitchens on each floor, others have a
common room for the building in the basement
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Location

•South Kensington

•10 minutes walk from
BU London Centre

•Close to London
attractions

•Convenient public
transportation links to
the Strand

Guest Policy: You may have guests of the same sex stay in your flat for free
for up to 6 consecutive nights provided you have registered them with student
life and have approval from your flatmates.

There is 24 hour security at the Crofton and students will be asked to present
their IDs when entering the building.

You will be living in housing with students from some of our other
programmes such as the London Internship Programme (which has about 200
students on it), the Royal College of Music Programme (with students from
BU CFA), and the SED programme. There will be about 300 students living in
the housing with BU British Programmes. There are more details on our
housing on the websites.
The housing is only a short tube ride to the Courtauld (Temple Tube
Station).
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Getting Around
• Tube and

buses
• Student

Discount
Oystercard

• Night Buses
• Taxis
• Zones

www.tfl.gov.uk

The public transportation system covers 6 zones and has 12 lines and multiple
buses - it is a much larger system than the T.

The Student Discount Oystercard (the Oystercard is like a charlie card) and
offers a third off all period travelcards (such as weekly or monthly)

London has a fantastic bus system. Every term students say how great the bus
is to not only get around city but to also SEE the city. And how awesome is it
to talk to one of your friends back home while you’re sitting on the top deck of
a big red bus!
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Cost of Living

London is Expensive!!!

Laundry: £10-15 ($15-23) per load

Weekly Food Shopping: £25-35 ($35-50)

Club Entrance: £5-20 ($8-30)

Cinema Ticket: £8-12 ($12-18)

Zone 1-2 Monthly Travelcard: £70 ($100)
(with student discount)

Students should:
 - check with their banks to see if they have a relationship with any UK banks
 - warn them that they will be using their card outside of the US for the length
of the semester.
 - start online banking so that you can keep track of your account while you are
in the UK (there have been cases of card copying)

Bank of America has a relationship with Barclays in the UK so that you can
use their ATMs with no extra charge. There are many Barclays banks in the
South Kensington area.
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London on the Cheap

• Museums - FREE

• Changing of the Guard- FREE

• Time Out:
Find out about
free events!

The British Museum, the National Gallery, the Tate Modern, the Imperial War
Museum, the Natural History Museum, and the Victoria & Albert Museum and
many other London museums are FREE!
 - Changing of the Guard at 11:30am at Buckingham Palace - FREE!
 - See London from the top of a double-decker bus - £2
 - Wander around Spitalfields Market, Portobello Market, and Borough Market
- FREE!
 - Ceremony of the Keys at the Tower of London - FREE! (but write for passes
beforehand)

Also, check out the copy of Time Out available in the Student Life Office for
weekly listings of free events and cheap deals.
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Social Programme

• Discounted Theatre & Opera Tickets!
• One-Day & Weekend Trips!

Musicals
Sporting Events
Day Trips outside London
Opera
Art Exhibitions
Wales adventure weekend

And while we encourage you to explore the rest of Europe while you are in
London, we recommend that you wait on planning any trips until you have
received your final class schedule. For traveling abroad, it is best to book these
trips in London where you can find cheaper deals and also plan who you wish
you travel with (as some of you may want to go to the same place). There is a
great travel book library available in the Student Life Office for students to
use.
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Safety & Security

Use the same street-
smarts in London as you

would in Boston or any
other big city!!

Secure valuables in your flat
 - Avoid walking around the cities alone at night
 - Do not carry your passport around all of the time
 - Never flash money, especially when withdrawing cash from a cash point
 - Only use licensed cabs
 - Remember a staff member is on-call 24/7
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Crisis? What Crisis?

a) Your shower is not working
b) You are hit by a car while visiting Greece

and fracture your pelvis
c) You cannot connect to the wireless

network

The correct answer is B!

The staff is here to help, but keep in mind what
is a crisis and what is merely an inconvenience.
There is a security guard on staff at the Crofton
24 hours a day.

Medical Insurance:
If you have BU medical insurance you will be covered for your time abroad
However, for any doctor’s appointments you will need to pay upfront and then
be reimbursed by your insurance company.

For students that do not have BU medical insurance, please check with your
insurance provider to see what they will and will not cover abroad and to also
check their procedure for payment of services.
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Culture Shock

“…two countries divided by a common language.”
George Bernard Shaw

1. Queue for the till

2.  Pants and vests

3. Put the rubbish in the bin

Line up at the cash register

Underpants and undershirts

Throw the trash in trashcan

It is possible to experience culture shock in the UK despite the
common language!!

You may find this most poignant in your academics at the Courtauld. There is
a difference between writing a British Essay and an Essay for a US university
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Culture Shock

Weeks

Things will go wrong in London as much as they would in Boston. You will get sick in London just like you would get
sick in Boston. Life still happens!

During your time abroad it is normal to go from the “Honeymoon feeling” to Disintegration to Rejection to Autonomy
to Independence
How to prepare:
Chat with a flatmate, staff member, or professor about how you are feeling.
Establish goals for getting to know London
Make a point to get out of your flat! (visit a local museum, go to a nearby pub with some flatmates, see some theatre in
the West End, take a walk in the park)
Maintain confidence in yourself
Be patient and let the feelings pass
Remember it’s three months:  socialise with other students and try to meet locals, letting your family and friends know
once or twice a week how you are doing
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Start to follow British news

 www.bbc.co.uk

 www.guardian.co.uk

 www.timesonline.co.uk

 www.thisislondon.com

Set a British website as your home page!
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Things to Pack

 If possible, bring a laptop with a plug adaptor for the
UK

 Layers of clothing for hot and cold weather

 Enough prescription medication for full term

 Bath towels!

We strongly recommend a laptop (if you have one) along with a plug adaptor
(and make sure it’s an adaptor for the UK and not Europe - they are two
different shaped plugs)
 - Comfortable, smart clothes (it will be hot when you arrive and cold when
you leave) and comfortable walking shoes for walking tours and rainwear.
 - If you use any prescription medication, bring enough for the semester. If you
have medication shipped to you during the term, it will be stopped at Customs
and you run the risk of not receiving your medication in time.
 - Consider bringing enough toiletries, batteries, stationery, etc. as it is cheaper
to buy these items in the US and leaves you with extra luggage space for your
return home.
 - Bath towels (all other linens provided)
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On your London Personal
Page you can:

• Select Housing

• Order Social Programme Tickets

On your personal page you can:
1)  Order mobile phones – there are phone on sale for as little £10, but there

are other models available for different price
3)  Choose housing and roommates: single rooms are available on a first-

come, first-served basis but please note that there is an extra charge for
singles and priority is given to medical concerns.

4) Social programme tickets
4)  Fill in arrival info, emergency info and passport info
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London Contacts

• Academic Affairs: sfarrow@bu.edu

• BU IP: conradij@bu.edu

• Student Life: studentlife@bu-london.co.uk

• Library: library@bu-london.co.uk
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Make sure to enjoy London and all it has to offer while you
are studying here. School is important, but it means nothing
without the life and worldly experience you will gain by
travelling and exploring. - Irene Haji-Georgi, Fall 2009
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Questions?

I recommend for future students to just immerse themselves into the British
culture and talk with British people. You learn a lot about what is going on and
what are the best exhibitions, or shows to attend to. The National Gallery and
the Tate Galleries are not the only best art venues to check out. There are also
smaller galleries, auction houses (big names such as Christie's that is nearby
the BU dormitory!), and art fairs to see.


