During this winter break, | participated in a project called the “Kakehashi Project " organized by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan to promote relations between Japan and North America.
During this week, we spent a fulfilling week interacting with Japanese university students,
visiting government officials, experiencing homestays and traditional crafts and Japanese
cultures in both rural and urban areas of Japan. There are three things that impressed me the
most in this project. First, | stayed at a homestay in Yamagata and talked with my dad at
homestay about how much the economy in Yonezawa was affected by the problem of declining
birthrate and aging society. In Japan, | learnt more about how severe the aging society was and
was able to understand the reality of Japan better. Secondly, | was able to understand Japan
from the perspective of government officials from visiting the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, greeting
the Mayor of Yonezawa City, and meeting with Mr. Akihiro Nishimura, Deputy Chief Cabinet
Secretary, at the Office of the Prime Minister. The last is the people | met in the past week. In
the past week, while talking with other project participants, | learnt that everyone has a diverse
and different background, but | think it is interesting for all of us to have a strong interest in
Japan and Japanese. Furthermore, | had a great time interacting with students from the
University of Tokyo, Yamagata University and Toyo University. This project is over, but this is
not the end, but the beginning. Whatever career | choose in the future, | want to actively create
opportunities for Japan and Japanese. Moreover, | want to be a bridge not only between Japan
and the United States, but also between Japan and China.
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Dinner made by the host mother/7/R—AAT A DEFE AN ES LRI R



