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PhD in Counseling Psychology 
& Applied Human Development

Katie Parodi
Katie (she/her) is a PhD candidate and
Glenn Fellow in Counseling Psychology in
the Boston University Wheelock College of
Education & Human Development. Her
research is situated within a social-ecological
framework and broadly focuses upon child
and adolescent mental health and well-
being, with two research strands: (1)
temporal trends in youth mental health and
factors which may be contributing to
population-level changes, and (2)
contextual-level factors which contribute to
the well-being of sexual and gender minority
youth. Katie is committed to partnering
with schools and community organizations,
elevating and empowering youth voice, and
sharing research findings. Her clinical
training is focused on working with
children, adolescents, and families, with
placements at the SPARK Center at Boston
Medical Center, Walker, and Devereux
Advanced Behavioral Health. In her free
time, she enjoys being outdoors with family,
reading, and long-distance running.

Kelly Yixin Cui
Kelly (Yixin) Cui graduated from the
CPAHD program in 2021 with a
concentration in Applied Human
Development. Kelly currently works at
Google as a user experience researcher. As a
doctoral student at CPAHD, she enjoyed
her research exploring the impact of cultural
input on children’s learning and social
cognition, at the Social Learning Lab under
the advisement of Dr. Kathleen Corriveau. 
Kelly is passionate about applying her
knowledge and research skills to solving
practical issues in the intersection of human
development and technology.



EdM in Applied Human Development

Ann Marie Jaworski
Ann Marie Jaworski is a double Terrier,
having graduated from CAS with a BA in
Psychology and a minor in Applied Human
Development in May 2020, and BU-
Wheelock with an EdM in Applied Human
Development in January 2022. Through her
time at Boston University, Ann Marie was a
standout athlete and leader on the women’s
soccer team, serving as a team captain
through the COVID-19 pandemic. Ann
Marie was also the recipient of Patriot
League Academic Honor Roll recognition
in 2016, and Patriot League All-Academic
Team recognition in 2021.

Titus Manderson
In his eighth season as head coach of the
Fitchburg State men's basketball team, Titus
Manderson became the Falcons all-time
career leader in coaching victories with 87
wins. Manderson joined the Fitchburg State
sidelines after spending nearly ten seasons
with MASCAC rival, Salem State University
as both an assistant coach and associate head
coach. Prior to his collegiate coaching debut,
Manderson also served as a Physical
Education teacher head coach of the Saugus
High School boy's basketball team from
2004 to 2008 guiding them to two state
tournament appearances.

Manderson graduated from Salem State
University with a Bachelor of Science in
Fitness and holds a master's degree in
Coaching/Physical Education from Boston
University. In addition, he is pursuing his
second master's degree in Athletic
Administration from Endicott College. 



EdM in Counseling

Cathleen Donohue
Cathleen Donohue has been selected as the
EdM Counseling Program’s student of the
year for her exemplary work in and out of
the classroom. In addition to her Master’s
studies, she has been a Graduate Research
Assistant at the CERES Institute focusing
on K-12 education issues; a Curriculum
Author & Facilitator for Boston Vs. Bullies
and Lead Lecturer for Boston University’s
summer program that prepares high school
students to succeed in college. Cat is also a
founding member of the Counselors of
Color in Training Organization (COCITO)
at BU Wheelock.

For her internship, Cat is a Counseling
Intern at Regis College where she has
excelled in counseling both undergraduate
and graduate students. Her Regis College
supervisor has described Cat’s work as an
intern as follows: “Cat’s overall performance
has been excellent and well beyond
expectations…. Cat has excellent clinical
instincts and judgment. Her knowledge
about theory and clinical skills are beyond
expectations. Cat is providing wonderful
care to our students and is seeing positive
results.”

Hayley Perelman
Hayley Perelman has come full circle and
has been selected as the Master’s in
Counseling Program’s alumna of the year.
She is a 2014 EdM in Counseling graduate
with a concentration in Sports Psychology.
After her graduation, Hayley went on to
earn her PhD in Clinical Psychology from
the Illinois Institute of Technology in 2020.
In September 2021, we were pleased to
welcome her back to BU Wheelock as a
faculty member teaching and providing
supervision to our sport psychology
students. Hayley completed her
postdoctoral fellowship at the Yale
University School of Medicine. Her areas of
expertise include sport and performance
psychology, eating disorders and body
image.

During her doctoral studies, Hayley received
numerous awards and honors including the
2021 Dissertation Award APA-Division 47
Society for Sport, Exercise, & Performance
Psychology among several others. Currently,
she is very active in professional associations
serving in leadership roles and serving as an
editor for a number of professional journals. 



MS in Child Life & Family-Centered Care

Ashley Eppolito
Ashley Eppolito, originally from southern
New Hampshire, made Boston her collegiate
home when she first began her
undergraduate degree at the historic
Wheelock College in 2017. Ashley’s passion
for the field of Child Life has always been
evident in her dedication to volunteering,
willingness to help welcome prospective
students, and creative approach to
assignments. Outside of her time spent in
the classroom and clinical areas, Ashley loves
to travel, practice yoga, surf, and get lost in a
book. As Ashley approaches this next
chapter of her life, she promises to carry
Lucy Wheelock’s mission to “Inspire a
World of Good,” wherever she goes. 

Keyla Kelley
Keyla Kelley serves as an advocate for social
and economic equity, youth and family
wellbeing, and community impact. Kelley is
the director of a local non-profit
organization, Fields Corner Crossroads
Collaborative. Kelley holds a Master’s degree
in Child Life and Family-Centered Care
from historic Wheelock College and has
worked in a variety of settings including
Care Dimensions Hospice, WIC, and
Boston Children’s Hospital. Kelley has
experience working as a child life specialist,
lactation counselor, and community leader.
Kelley is the mother to a 4-year-old, Kai,
who inspires her every day. 



BS in Psychology & Human Development

María de Lourdes Coto Varela 
María “Luli” Coto received her BS in
Psychology & Human Development from
BU Wheelock in May 2021. She is currently
a graduate student in the Communication
Sciences and Disorders program at Emerson
College, where she just received the Naomi
Stroh Janover scholarship. She is passionate
about helping children with speech and
language difficulties reach their full
communication potential, and aims to
provide services within a family-centered
model. Luli is also the Bilingual Language
and Literacy Investigative and Networking
Group (BLLING) chapter president at her
current institution. As a bilingual Latina,
she enjoys working with the bilingual
population and aspires to make a difference
within the Latinx community. 

 Julie Cusano
Julie received her Bachelor’s in Early
Childhood, with a focus in Developmental
Psychology, from historic Wheelock
College. She is an alumna of the Harvard
Graduate School of Education, where she
received her MEd in Human Development
and Psychology with a focus on Child
Advocacy. She has worked in a variety of
educational settings, from childcare centers,
to domestic violence living residences, as
well in K-3 public schools. She is a fierce
advocate for children and families, and has a
dynamic background in early childhood
education and national service as a
Jumpstart and City Year AmeriCorps alum.
Currently, Julie is a Kindergarten teacher in
a public school in Manchester, New
Hampshire, and continues her journey of
teaching children and working with families.



BS in Youth Justice & Advocacy

 Ivana Boyd
Ivana Boyd comes to this work with both
lived and professional experiences. She is a
2019 graduate of Boston University-
Wheelock College of Education & Human
Development, where she studied Youth
Justice and Advocacy with a minor in
Positive Youth Development. She is also a
soon-to-be graduate of Boston University
School of Social Work. While working on
her MSW, Ivana tri-chaired the NASW
Massachusetts Chapter Racial Justice
Council and interned with Social Work
Helper, City Life Vida Urbana and Citizens
for Juvenile Justice (CfJJ), where she is
currently employed. She began her career in
2019, first as CfJJ's Policy Associate, and
later as their Community Engagement
Coordinator. In this role, Ivana created and
led CfJJ's community outreach and
engagement efforts and developed
relationships with key community-based
organizations across the Commonwealth.
Ivana will soon be moving onto HopeWell,
where she will be working with youth who
have aged out of foster care in Greater
Boston.

 Sherard Robbins
Dr. Robbins serves as the Founder and
Chief Executive Officer of Visceral Change.
For close to a decade, Dr. Robbins has
operated as a multicultural organizational
development consultant helping
organizations and institutions across the
country and abroad find new and creative
ways to center their professional framework
around diversity and inclusion. He has
championed efforts to address and exact
social change both nationally and
internationally, and has been highly revered
by corporations, councils, and institutions
across the globe.

Dr. Robbins received his PhD in
Educational Leadership and Policy also
serves as a with a focus on organizational
design and behavior. In addition to his work
with Visceral Change, Dr. Robbins is a
professor at Vanderbilt University where he
teaches the Leading Inclusive Organizations
course in the Leadership and Learning in
Organizations program for the Peabody
College of Education.


