
Boston University Wheelock College of Education & Human Development  

 
Ed.M. in Curriculum & Teaching for PHA Teaching Fellows 
Specialization Area: Elementary Education with licensure 

 
Prerequisite:  Baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution, major or minor in liberal arts 
or a pre-professional program, or preliminary licensure in elementary education. 
 
Below you will find a carefully crafted sequence of courses developed in concert with your 
partner organization in order to meet the particular needs of your cohort.  Ultimately, this 
sequence of courses is a recommendation, and adjustments may be made in consultation with 
your Boston University academic advisor.  
 
Please keep in mind the following important points: 
 

1. If you are seeking endorsement for licensure from Boston University’s Wheelock College 
of Education & Human Development, then you must fulfill the requirements agreed 
upon between BU and DESE.  (If you are an in-service teacher in one of our partner 
organizations, you may be eligible to take the pre-practicum and practicum courses 
listed on the program sheets instead of the courses listed in the bulletin). If you have 
any questions regarding licensure requirements, please consult with your Boston 
University academic advisor.  

2. If you are seeking a Master’s Degree in Curriculum & Teaching from Boston University’s 
Wheelock College of Education & Human Development, the basic requirements are 
listed in the Bulletin and are as follows: 

Core Coursework (16 credits) 

● SED RS 600 Introduction to Research (4 cr) 
● Any SED courses with the prefix BI, CE, CH, CT, DE, EC, EN, HE, LR, LS, LW, ME, PE, SC, SE, 

SO, or TL (12 cr) 

Elective Coursework (20 credits) 

Students select elective courses for a total of 20 credits. Elective coursework is chosen in 
consultation with the academic advisor. 

On the following page, please see the individualized sequence prepared for your cohort. 
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Boston University Wheelock College of Education & Human Development  

 
Ed.M. in Curriculum & Teaching for PHA Teaching Fellows 
Specialization Area:  Elementary Education with licensure 

 
Semester Course # Course Title Credits 

1st Summer 
(Term 2) 

SED CT534 Classroom Management 
Fellowship Elective Requirement  

1
2 

1st Summer 
(Term 2) 

SED RS600 
Introduction to Research 

Degree Requirement 
4 

1st Summer 
(Term 2) 

SED CT900 B1 PHA Summer Institute 2 

1st Fall  SED CH517 Elementary Methods: Science 
Licensure Requirement 

3 

1st Fall  SED CH518 Elementary Methods III: Social Studies 
Licensure Requirement 

3 

1st Fall SED LR551 Reading Development 
Licensure Requirement 

4 

1st Spring  SED CH516 Elementary Methods I: English  
2

Licensure Requirement 
3 

1st Spring  SED ME503 Mathematical Reasoning in the Elementary 
Grades: Number Systems 

Licensure Requirement 

4 

1st Spring & 2nd 
Summer (Term 

1) 

SED CT802 Practicum for Practicing Professionals  
3

Licensure Requirement 
4 (spring) 

4 (Summer) 

2nd Summer 
(Term 1) 

SED SE510 Special Education: Curriculum & Instruction 
Licensure Requirement 

2 

2nd Summer 
(Term 2) 

SED TL520 Teaching English Learners 
Licensure Requirement 

4 

2nd Summer 
(Session 2) 

SED ME504 Mathematical Reasoning in the Elementary 
Grades: Algebra, Geometry & Statistics 

Licensure Requirement 

4 

 
 Total Degree Credits 41  

4

 
 
 
 

1This course is required by institution organizing the fellowship/apprenticeship, not Boston University. Students 
should contact that institution with questions about this requirement.  
2Students may choose to enroll in CH 515 instead of CH 516, CH 517, and CH 518 or to complete an Independent 
Study with Professor Bryson for 8 credits at the evening rate. CH 515 is a 10-credit course and charged at the BU 
daytime rate. 
3 CT802 is the practicum course for the C&T program. To fulfill this requirement, students must enroll in this class 
for a total of 8 credits, which may be spread across more than one semester (eg. 2 in Fall, 6 in Spring).  
436 is the minimum number of credits required to graduate, but it may be possible to graduate with a higher 
number depending on which electives are completed. 
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ADDENDUM: 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/603cmr7.html?section=06  

(c) The following topics shall be included in an approved program but will not be addressed on a 
written test of subject matter knowledge: 

1. Science laboratory work. 
2. Child development. 

a. Basic theories of cognitive, social, emotional, language, and physical 
development from childhood through adolescence. 

b. Characteristics and instructional implications of moderately and severely 
disabling conditions. 

3. Basic principles and concepts in each of the visual and performing arts (art, music, 
drama/theater, dance). 

4. Basic principles and practices in physical education. 
5. Basic principles and practices related to personal and family health. 

 
A. Subject Matter Knowledge Requirement (Coursework Completed Prior to / After Program – 

Required for Licensure)  
 

Hopefully, you completed the following coursework, required for licensure, as part of your 
undergraduate study. Please list the course number and course title for each requirement. If 
you have not completed one or more of these courses, you may do so prior to, during, or after 
your program depending on the course.  

 
Course Completed 

Number Title 
1. Child development (3 or 4 credit course)________________________________________ 

 
2. Health (any health-related course such as wellness, nutrition, drugs, 1 – 4 credits). If you 

have not taken a health course, you may take a CPR course and a first aid course at B.U.  
Both are half-credit courses. If you have completed Red Cross courses in CPR and First Aid, 
you may submit a copy of each certificate in lieu of course credit approval. 
__________________________________________ 

 
 

3. Physical education (at least 1 credit or official documentation [college / university 
letterhead] of PE activity equivalent to at least one credit that translates to a total of at 
least 40 hours). _________________________________ 
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4. Composition (any 3/4 credit writing course _______________________________________ 
 
The above requirements were reviewed upon admission by:  
 
____________________________________ 
 
Boston University Faculty Signature 
 

 
B. Subject Matter Knowledge Requirement (Completed During the Program)  
 
You also will be required to attend the following workshops during the program for licensure.  
 
Workshop Completed (Date)  
 
Basic concepts and principles of art __________________________________________ 
 
Basic concepts and principles of drama __________________________________________ 
 
Basic concepts and principles of music __________________________________________ 
 
Basic concepts and principles of dance __________________________________________ 
 
C. Subject Matter Knowledge Requirement (Undergraduate Coursework or Independent Study 

– Assessed on MTEL, but not required for the Program) 
 
In order to obtain an Initial License in elementary education, you must pass the Massachusetts 
Test for Educator Licensure (MTEL), which will assess your knowledge in the following content 
areas: Massachusetts history, American history, U.S. government including the Founding 
documents, European history, world history, economics, geography, American literature, British 
literature, world literature, contemporary and classical literature, history and structure of the 
English language (linguistics), science, and math. It is expected that your undergraduate work has 
prepared you in these content areas. If you note gaps in your liberal arts preparation, you should 
design a plan of self-study. To prepare for the MTEL, we urge you to examine the test objectives 
(distributed in CH515) that detail what will be assessed in each content area. At your convenience, 
you may go to Mugar Library to research topics that you decide you need to review/ learn as well 
as to consult the materials for some of these areas that have been placed on reserve in the 
Educational Resources Library in the School of Education. The reserved material is under 
MTEL-Elementary Education. It is important to note that it is your responsibility to prepare for 
these content tests.  
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