
Tense	Use	in	Academic	Writing	Module	Outline:		
	
Please	fill	out	the	following	outline	while	you	are	watching	the	videos,	and	bring	a	copy	to	class.		
	
	
The	most	common	verb	tenses	in	academic	writing	are:		
	

• _________________________	
	

• _________________________	
	

• _________________________	
	
	

The	most	typical	verb	tense	in	academic	writing	is:	_______________________,	and	it	is	usual	
in	the	following	paragraphs	of	an	academic	essay:	_____________________________.		
	

The	Present	Simple	Tense	is	used	to:	
___________________________________________________________________________.	

	

The	Past	Simple	Tense	has	two	main	functions	in	most	academic	fields:		

• (Function	1):	_____________________________________________________________	
	

• (Function	2):	_____________________________________________________________	
	
	

In	academic	papers,	the	present	perfect	tense	is	used	when:		

___________________________________________________________________________	
	

	


