CONTEXTUAL EDUCATION PROJECT PROPOSAL FORM

Students intending to create a Contextual Education Project must complete the following proposal and upload it using the online Placement/Project Request Form for approval. The deadlines for submission are March 15th for projects beginning in summer or fall semesters and October 15th for projects beginning in spring semesters. Once submitted, your Project Proposal will be evaluated by the Contextual Education Directors for approval. Once approved, you will receive an email from the Contextual Education Office copying you, the STH faculty project supervisor who you name below, and the STH Registrar’s Office so they know you are approved to register for your ConEd Project in the My BU Student system. Please email sthope@bu.edu with any questions about this process, or for support in developing your Project Proposal.

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR PROJECT:

Your Name: 

Your BU Email Address:

What is your current degree program and track/concentration? 

Who will be the STH faculty supervisor for your proposed project? 

(PLEASE NOTE: This should be a current STH faculty member. Only list here a potential supervisor who has already given their approval for you to complete this project with them.)


THE FOUR NECESSARY COMPONENTS OF A CONTEXTUAL EDUCATION PROJECT ARE:

1. Real-Life Contextual Learning – Much of the BUSTH curriculum takes place inside a classroom or doing required assignments, which are mostly reading/reflection/writing projects. Contextual Education asks you to step outside of this traditional curricular model. ConEd Projects should be developed to include real-world learning and leadership practice, as well as opportunities for networking with individuals and institutions beyond just the seminary context.

2. Personal and/or Professional Development – Think about what you need to learn or do to take the next steps in your professional career or personal development. Then consider how those things might become part of your semester-long ConEd Project. Some ideas include learning a new skill, interviewing people in your field of interest, attending networking opportunities, attending a retreat or workshop series, developing new spiritual life practices, attending denominational/religious events, or volunteering with an organization of interest – anything that will help you develop personally or professionally toward your future vocational goals.

3. Public Leadership Practice – Consider what public leadership in your professional field of choice looks like. For a future professor leadership might include things like teaching, curriculum development, or running a committee meeting. For a future pastor it might look like preaching, leading worship, creating a small group study, or organizing volunteers. For a non-profit leader, leadership might include community organizing, social media engagement, fundraising, and office administration. Whatever it is you want to do, ask yourself how you can add some of these public leadership practices to your ConEd Project.


4. At Least One “Deliverable” – Every project should include the production of at least one “deliverable,” that is, a tangible end product that can be presented in some public capacity. This deliverable will look different for each student, depending on what they and their faculty supervisor agree upon for their particular project. Some examples of acceptable deliverables include: a final presentation to a small group, leading a workshop or retreat, a social media series on the project, creation of a website based on the project, production of an annotated contacts list of everyone with whom you networked throughout your project, a published Op-Ed in local or national media, presenting at a conference, a curriculum or syllabus based on the project, a journal of personal theological reflection throughout the project, artistic expression such as a musical concert or gallery experience based on the project, a video travel log, a series of interview transcripts, a submitted book proposal or peer-reviewed journal submission – virtually anything that you and your faculty advisor believe culminates your project appropriately can be a deliverable. PLEASE NOTE: The final deliverable cannot be just another academic paper graded by the faculty member alone; there must be a public presentation component beyond the scope of just the faculty supervisor.

IN LIGHT OF THESE FOUR PROJECT COMPONENTS, PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

1. In a statement of at least 250 words, what is the overall learning goal of your project?

	






2. In a statement of at least 250 words, how does this ConEd Project allow you to engage beyond the seminary context into real-life situations?

	






3. In a statement of at least 250 words, how will completing this ConEd Project move you closer toward your professional or personal goals?

	






4. In a statement of at least 250 words, what public leadership will you engage in as part of your ConEd Project?

	






5. What will your final deliverable be, and with whom will you share it, besides your faculty supervisor and the Contextual Education Office staff?

	






6. What will you spend your 240 required hours of project work doing? How will you fulfill these hours?

PLEASE NOTE: Each Contextual Education Project must include some time for personal spiritual practice. Keep this in mind as you parse out your activities this semester. At least 10% of the time spent on your project should be dedicated to personal spiritual renewal, Sabbath-keeping, or formative rest, as these are central to becoming a balanced religious leader in the world.

	







PLANNED PROJECT SCHEDULE

Academic Semester/Year:

Project Beginning Date:  

Project Ending Date: 


Number of hours you will spend completing your project in each category:

1. Total hours on tasks and/or on site: 

2. Total hours in preparation: 

3. Total hours in supervision (should be equal to one hour per week of the semester):

4. Total hours in spiritual renewal, Sabbath-keeping, or formative rest (10% of total project hours):

5. Other (explain):


TOTAL HOURS you will spend on this project (total must add to at least 240 hours): ______________




A 500-WORD SELF-EVALUATION IS DUE AT THE END OF YOUR PROJECT

At the end of your project, to receive your final grade, you will need to provide the Contextual Education Office with a 500-word personal self-evaluation describing what you did in the project, how it went for you, and whether you met your learning and professional goals established at the start of this project. If not, describe what you learned despite not meeting those goals. This self-evaluation is due by email to sthope@bu.edu by 5pm on the end date that you provided above for this project.

Please enter your name below as a signature stating that you understand that a 500-word personal self-evaluation is necessary to receive your final grade in this course:

_____________________________________________________________ 
 student signature







Upon completion, please upload this document using our Placement/Project Request Form.

