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2023 (expected) PhD, Boston University School of Social Work 

Dissertation Title: Examining Child Care for Intimate Partner Violence Survivors 
and their Children 

 First Reader: Yoonsook Ha, PhD 
Committee Members: Ellen DeVoe, PhD, Renee Spencer, PhD, Thomas Byrne, 
PhD (Chair), Alytia Levendosky, PhD (External Reader)  

 
2014   MSW, Rutgers School of Social Work 
 Concentration: Management and Policy 
 Certificate: Violence Against Women & Children 
 Recipient, Dean’s Award to Outstanding MSW Student 
 
2008 BA, Princeton University 
 Major: Politics 
 Certificates: East Asian Studies, Political Theory 
 
PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 
 
Published 
 
Nicholson, J.H., & Ha, Y. (2022). Intimate partner violence, child care, and children’s behavioral 
outcomes. Journal of Family Violence. Advance online publication.  
 
Drew, A. L., Blankenship, A. E., Kritikos, T. K., Jacoby, V. M., Dondanville, K. A., Nicholson, J. H., 
Sharrieff, A., Blount, T. H., McGeary, C. A., Young-McCaughan, S., Peterson, A. L., & DeVoe, E. R.; 
for the STRONG STAR Consortium (2021). How active duty U.S. Army fathers’ knowledge and 
attitudes about child development influence parenting practices. Journal of Child and Family Studies, 30, 
1763-1775. 
 
Nicholson, J. H., Moore, B.A., Dondanville, K., Wheeler, B., & DeVoe, E.R. (2020). Examining rates of 
postpartum depression in Active Duty U.S. Military servicewomen. Journal of Women’s Health, 29(12), 
1530-1539. 
 
Nicholson, J. H., & DeVoe, E. R. (2020). Thrown back: Reintegration experiences of National 
Guard/Reserve mothers of young children. Child & Family Social Work, 25(S1), 188-197.  
 
Acker, M. L., Nicholson, J. H., & DeVoe, E. R. (2020). Mothering very young children after wartime 
deployment: A case report. Infant Mental Health Journal, 41(3), 313-326. 
 



  

Kritikos, T. K., DeVoe, E. R., Spencer, R., Langer, D. A., Nicholson, J. H., Mufti, F., & Tompson, C. 
(2020). Finding meaning in times of family stress: A mixed methods study of benefits and challenges 
amongst home-front parents in military families. Military Psychology, 32(4), 287-299. 
 
Nicholson, J. H., Chen, Y., & Huang, C-C. (2018). Children's exposure to intimate partner violence and 
peer bullying victimization. Children and Youth Services Review, 91, 439-446. 
 
Nicholson, J. H., Lu, S., & Huang, C-C. (2017). Reducing income inequality: Taxation and philanthropy 
in China and the United States. The China Nonprofit Review, 9(1), 84-107.  
 
Lu, S., Lin, Y. T., Nicholson, J. H., & Huang, C-C. (2016). Well-being of migrant and left-behind 
children in China: Education, health, parenting, and personal values. International Journal of Social 
Welfare, 25(1), 58-68. 
 
Barchi, F., Deng, G., Huang, C-C., Isles, C., & Nicholson, J. H. (2016). Private wealth, philanthropy, and 
social development: Case studies from the United States and China. China Nonprofit Review, 8(2), 215-
248.  
 
Huang, C-C, Nicholson, J. H., Lu, S., & Yi, S. (2015). Children’s exposure to intimate partner violence 
and early delinquency. Journal of Family Violence, 30(8), 953–965. 
 
Huang, C-C., Postmus J.L., Nicholson, J. H., & Wang, L. (2013). Economic abuse, physical violence, 
and union formation. Children and Youth Services Review, 35(5), 780–786. 
 
Lu, S., Y. T. Lin, Nicholson, J. H., & C-C Huang. (2012). Effectiveness of social welfare programs on 
poverty reduction and income inequality in China. Journal of Asian Public Policy, 6(3), 277-291.  
 
Manuscripts Under Review 
 
Nicholson, J. H., DeVoe, E. R., & Kulkarni, V. Male violence against women and public mass shootings. 
 
Steggerda, J. C., Slep, A. S., Nicholson, J. H., Drew, A. L., Herrera, C., Gaffney, D., Cavell, T. A., & 
Spencer, R. Development and Preliminary Validation of a School Supports Inventory for Parents of 
Military-Connected Students.  
 
Manuscripts in Preparation 
 
Nicholson, J. H., Steggerda, J. C., Slep, A., Cavell, T. A., Spencer, R., Drew, A. L., Scafe, M., Herrera, 
C., Gaffney, D., Heubach, J. Teacher and counselor perspectives on supporting military-connected 
students and families.  
 
Nicholson, J.H. & Miller, D.P. Intimate partner violence and long-term earnings mobility.  
 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 
Research Assistant 
 
Davis, R. & Simmel, C. (2014). Case Management Toolkit: A user's guide for strengthening case 
management services in child welfare. USAID Report.  
Translator (Mandarin to English) 



  

Zhu, J. (2014). The open era: Grassroots organizations and the development of civil society in China. In 
C-C Huang & R. Edwards (Eds.), China’s Nonprofit Sector: Progress and Challenges (pp. 35-50). 
Transaction Publishers.  
 
Liu, P. (2014). Nonprofit legislation in China. In C-C Huang & R. Edwards (Eds.), China’s Nonprofit 
Sector: Progress and Challenges (pp. 75-90). Transaction Publishers.  
 
Deng, G. (2014). Private nonprofit organizations: Their characteristics and value to society. In C-C Huang 
& R. Edwards (Eds.), China’s Nonprofit Sector: Progress and Challenges (pp. 91-111). Transaction 
Publishers.  
 
GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS 
 
2020-2022 Principal Investigator, Examining Child Care and Subsidies for Intimate Partner 

Violence Survivors and their Children. U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, Administration for Children and Families, Child Care Research Scholar 
Grant.  
Award: $50,000.  

 
Fall-Winter 2020 Fellow, Massachusetts Institute of Technology IMPACT Program.  
 
Summer 2020 Principal Investigator, Public mass shootings, misogyny and intimate partner 

violence. Boston University Institute for Health System Innovation & Policy 
(IHSIP) Student Summer Research Grant.  

 Award: $2,000. 
 
EXPERIENCE 
 
Research 
 
2018-2023 Graduate Research Assistant 
 Boston University, Boston, MA 
 School Support, School Connectedness, and the Educational Outcomes of  
 Military-Connected Students: An Exploratory Study of Student Mobility 
 P.I./Supervisor: Renee Spencer, PhD  
 Funder: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences (IES) 
 
2020 Doctoral Directed Study: Intimate Partner Violence and Earnings Mobility 
 Supervisor: Daniel Miller, PhD 
 Focus areas: Quantitative study design, data management and analysis 
 
2017-2019 Graduate Research Assistant 
 Boston University, Boston, MA 

Strong Families Strong Forces Prevention Project (Multi-year intervention study 
including randomized clinical trial for military families) 

 P.I./Supervisor: Ellen DeVoe, PhD 
Funder: U.S. Department of Defense, Congressionally-Directed Medical 
Research Program 
 

 



  

2013-2015 Research Project Manager, Huamin Research Center, Rutgers University,  
 New Brunswick, NJ. 
 Supervisor: Chien-Chung Huang, PhD (Director) 
 
2013-2014 MSW Intern, Center for Research on Ending Violence, Rutgers University, New  
 Brunswick, NJ.   
 Supervisors: Judy Postmus, PhD, Cassandra Simmel, PhD 
 
Teaching 
 
Spring 2023 Contemporary Social Policy Analysis – Foundation course for MSW program 

[Instructor of Record, In-Person] 
 
Fall 2020 Trauma-Informed Clinical Intervention with Children and Adolescents – 

Advanced elective in the Trauma & Violence specialization track for MSW 
program [Online Course Instructor] 

 
Spring 2019 Contemporary Social Policy Analysis [Teaching Assistant] 
 
Other Professional 
 
2015-2016 Program Coordinator, Outreach Services Program, Caring Unlimited [Domestic 

violence resource center]. Sanford, ME. 
 
2013-2014 Assistant Director, Summer China Study Abroad Program, Rutgers School of  
 Social Work. Beijing, China. 
 
Summer 2014 In-country Supervisor, China Service Learning Program, Rutgers School of  
 Social Work. Beijing, China. 
 
2011-2012 Case Manager, Family Foster Care Program, The Children’s Aid Society. Bronx,  
 NY. 
 
2009-2011 Princeton AlumniCorps Fellow, Brownsville Collegiate Charter School. 

Brooklyn, NY. 
 
2008-2009 Teaching Fellow, Princeton in Asia. Jishou, China. 
  
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Conference Presentations 
 
National 
 
Nicholson, J. H., & Ha, Y. (2023, January 11-15). Intimate Partner Violence and Early Child Care [Oral 
presentation]. In Y. Ha (Chair), Benefits and Challenges in Meeting Families' Specific Needs through 
Early Childhood Programs and Services: Implications for Reducing Intergenerational Poverty 
[Symposium]. Society for Social Work and Research Conference, Phoenix, AZ, United States. 
 



  

Nicholson, J. H., & DeVoe, E. R. (2023, January 11-15). Male Violence Against Women and Public 
Mass Shooting Lethality [Poster presentation]. Society for Social Work and Research Conference, 
Phoenix, AZ, United States.  
 
Nicholson, J.H., & Ha, Y. (2022, June 27-29). Intimate Partner Violence, Child Care, and Behavioral 
Outcomes [Oral presentation]. In A. Murphy (Chair), Children's Utilization of Early Care and Education 
and Kindergarten Outcomes: For whom? In what settings? [Symposium]. Administration for Families 
(ACF) National Research Conference on Early Childhood, Virtual.  
 
Nicholson, J.H., Ha, Y., & DeVoe, E. (2022, April 3-5). The Protective Role of Child Care for Children 
Exposed to Intimate Partner Violence [Oral “data blitz” presentation and poster presentation]. 
ResilienceCon, Virtual.  
 
Nicholson, J.H., & DeVoe, E. (2022, January 12-16). Public Mass Shootings and Violence Against 
Women [Poster presentation]. Society for Social Work and Research Virtual Conference.   
 
Nicholson, J.H., & Ha, Y. (2022, January 12-16). Child Care and Developmental Outcomes for Children 
Exposed to Intimate Partner Violence [Poster presentation]. Society for Social Work and Research Virtual 
Conference.   
 
Steggerda, J.C., Slep, A., Nicholson, J.H., Cavell, T.A., Drew, A.L., Scafe, M., Herrera, C., Gaffney, D., 
Heubach, J., Spencer, R (2021, November 16-21). Military-Connected Parents' Perceptions of School 
Support: Measure Development [Poster presentation]. Association for Behavioral and Cognitive 
Therapies Virtual Convention. 
 
Nicholson, J.H., Spencer, R., Drew, A.L., Steggarda, J., Herrera, C., Slep, A., & Cavell, T. (2021, June 
2-4). Military-connected students and families: Teacher and counselor perspectives on supporting highly 
mobile students [Poster presentation]. Society for Prevention Research Virtual Conference.   
 
Drew, A. L., Steggerda, J. C., Cavell, T., Slep, A., Herrera, C., Nicholson, J. H., & Spencer, R. (2021, 
April). Pre-existing parental stress and child behavior predict child and family stress in adjusting during 
COVID-19 [Poster presentation]. Society for Research on Child Development Biennial Meeting, Virtual.  
 
Nicholson, J.H. & Miller, D.P. (2021, January 19-22). Intimate partner violence and economic mobility 
[Oral presentation]. In J. Messing (Chair), Socioeconomic correlates and outcomes of intimate partner 
violence and homicide [Symposium]. Society for Social Work and Research Virtual Conference. 
 
Drew, A. L., McGeary, C. A., Blount, T. H., Nicholson, J. H., DeVoe, E. R., Blankenship, A. E., Jacoby, 
V. M., Kritikos, T. K., Dondanville, K. A., Sharrieff, A., Young-McCaughan, S., & Peterson, A. L. (2020, 
January 15-19). A qualitative examination of changes in Army couples’ marital relationships across the 
deployment cycle [Oral presentation]. Society for Social Work and Research Conference, Washington, 
D.C., United States.  
 
Nicholson, J.H. & DeVoe, E.R. (2019, November 14-16). Gendered and trauma related reintegration 
experiences of National Guard/Reserve mothers of young children [Poster presentation]. International 
Society for Traumatic Stress Studies Conference, Boston, MA, United States.  
 
Nicholson, J.H., DeVoe, E.R., & Drew, A.L. (2019, October 24-27). Thrown back: Reintegration 
experiences of National Guard/Reserve mothers of young children [Oral presentation]. Council for Social 
Work Education Conference, Denver, CO, United States.  
 



  

Drew, A. L., Blankenship, A. E., Kritikos, T. K., Jacoby, V. M., Dondanville, K. A., Nicholson, J. H., 
Sharrieff, A., Blount, T. H., McGeary, C. A., Young-McCaughan, S., Peterson, A. L., & DeVoe, E. R. 
(2019, October 24-27). How military fathers’ understanding of their children’s development influences 
parenting behavior [Oral presentation]. Council for Social Work Education Conference, Denver, CO, 
United States.  
 
Nicholson, J.H. (2019, June 10-11). The importance of feedback: Interpretive phenomenology and 
secondary data analysis [Oral presentation]. In R. Spencer (Chair), Teaching and Learning through Doing 
Qualitative Methods [Symposium]. Society for Qualitative Inquiry in Psychology Conference, Boston, 
MA, United States. 
 
Nicholson, J.H., Chen, Y., & Huang, C-C. (2018, June 15-17). Children's exposure to intimate partner 
violence and peer bullying victimization [Oral presentation]. International Family Violence and Child 
Victimization Research Conference, Portsmouth, NH, United States.  
 
International  
 
Nicholson, J.H., Chen, Y., & Huang, C-C. (2018, July 4-7). Exposure to intimate partner violence, 
bullying, and early delinquency [Oral presentation]. Social Work, Education and Social Development 
Conference, Dublin, Ireland.  
 
Nicholson, J.H. & Huang, C-C. (2016, June 28-July 1). Reducing inequality: Taxation and Philanthropy 
in China and the U.S. [Oral presentation]. International Society for Third Sector Research Conference, 
Stockholm, Sweden. 
 
Nicholson, J.H. & Huang, C-C. (2014, January 7). Children’s Exposure to Intimate Partner Violence and 
Early Delinquency [Oral presentation]. International Conference and Workshop on Intimate Partner 
Violence, Taipei, Taiwan. 
 
Nicholson, J.H., Huang, C-C., Lu, S., & Yi, S. (2013, June 8). Children’s Exposure to Intimate Partner 
Violence and Early Delinquency [Oral presentation]. International Symposium Social Policy and Social 
Work Research in China and the United States: Comparison and Innovation, Nankai University, Tianjin, 
China. 
 
Lu, S., Lin, Y.T., Nicholson, J.H., & Huang, C-C. (2012, December 1-2). Effectiveness of Social Welfare 
Programs on Poverty Reduction and Income Inequality in China [Oral presentation]. International 
Conference on Social Policy and Governance Innovation, Guangzhou, China. 
 
Invited Talks and Lectures 
 
Nicholson, J.H. (2020, October). Interpretive phenomenological analysis and the peer review process. 
Advanced Qualitative Research Methods (doctoral level). School of Social Work, Boston University, 
Boston, MA.  
 
Nicholson, J.H. (2019, October). Gender-Based Violence & Trauma: Trafficking and Human Slavery. 
Foundations in Trauma-Informed Systems & Care (MSW level). School of Social Work, Boston 
University, Boston, MA.  
 
Nicholson, J.H. (2019, October). Interpretive phenomenological analysis: Approach and considerations. 
Advanced Qualitative Research Methods (doctoral level). School of Social Work, Boston University, 
Boston, MA.  



  

Huang, C-C., Lu, S., Nicholson, J.H., & Y.T. Lin (2012, December). Effectiveness of Social Welfare 
Programs on Poverty Reduction and Income Inequality in China. Department of Social Security, School 
of Labor and Human Resources, Renmin University of China, Beijing, China. 
 
AD-HOC PEER REVIEW 
 
Child & Family Social Work 
Journal of Family Psychology 
Violence Against Women 
Marine Corps University Press 
 
SERVICE 
 
2019-2021 Board of Directors, YWCA-NH, Manchester, NH 
 
2017 Volunteer domestic violence support group facilitator, Caring Unlimited,  
 Sanford, ME 
 
2010-2012 Volunteer human trafficking hotline advocate; Volunteer youth mentor, Drawing 

and Truth program, Womankind (Queens, NY) 
 
2009-2010 Volunteer adult ESL teacher, Chinatown Literacy Project (Brooklyn, NY) 
 
2006-2008 Volunteer GED tutor, Trenton Educational Advancement Center for the 

Homeless [Re-entry program] (Trenton, NJ) 
 
TECHNICAL SKILLS 
 
Quantitative research system literacy: STATA, R, SAS 
Qualitative research system literacy: NVivo 
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