Doctoral Committee 
12/11/25
2pm-3pm

Attendees: Birgit Claus Henn, Marie Daniel, Abigail Ford, Caitlin Brand, Elvin Merino Lopez, Steven Pizer, Allison Portnoy, Christine Copacino, Sarah Lawrence, Nikki Longe, Isabel Brennan, Kimberly Nelson

1. STEM designations 
a. All PhD programs except HSPR and CHS are currently STEM designated
b. This is determined at the university level and criteria are strict and difficult to meet.
c. Birgit or Caitlin will follow up to share information on criteria for STEM designation with the group.
2. Funding information for 2026-27 
a. All draft spreadsheets have been received. 
b. Target yields have been shared with Dean Sullivan who will be sharing these numbers with Dean Hyder. 
3. PhD teaching and grant writing courses 
a. Birgit and Caitlin to meet with Candice, Sophie, Lisa, and Amanda to talk about implementation logistics.
i. If directors have any discipline-specific content they would like to be taught in these courses, send them to Birgit and Caitin before Wednesday, 12/17. 
4. CEPH updates 
a. Preliminary self-study report will be submitted to CEPH on 12/22. 
b. Expecting comments from CEPH in March, which may require follow up with Program Directors to address. 
c. The mock site visit has been scheduled for 4/22 and 4/23. 
d. Official CEPH site visit will take place from 6/3-6/5. 
5. Admissions updates 
a. 130 applications are still in the verification process after 12/1 application deadline.
b. Verified applications will be shared with programs twice a week
c. The final batch of verified applications will be released on 12/19. 
d. Admissions has processed 620+ applications, indicating a decrease in application numbers by ~100.
e. Committee discussed less opportunity for international applicants due to the current funding environment.
6. Registrar updates 
a. If you have not done so already, please submit updated continuing study and certification status forms for students in your program as soon as possible.
b. Grades are due 72 hours after the last day of class. 

