LM v

Aan P Sager StI“ remembers the drsappomtrnent he ex-
perienced as ari 11<year-old in 1 958 whien the Brook-

lyA Dodgers rmioved to Los Angeles “ don tthmk tever re-

covered,” he laments.

“Years ldter as a health policy researcher, Sager exam-’
ined the redsons that Innér-city hospitafs’ move or close,
The study, publishied in 1983 when Sagér was a professor

at Branders Unrversaty, found a close correlation between
the. hospttals decls;on and changes in the racial coimposi-

tion of the nejghborhood from white to black. Sager went

on to teach public health at Boston University, -

But alf this time he never. forgot that trauma from' his

_ youth. And he ofién consrdered the possibjlity of exploring
" a similar parallei ‘between race and the seemiingly steady

exodus of urban basebail teams from mner—uty nheighbar-

hoods. Earlier this'yéarfie and Arthur I. Culpert, another

baseball aficionado and associate dean of studént affa1rs ’
at the' Baston UnIVersity Schdol of Medicine, used, vaca-,_
. tioh time to ¢ombiné dita from such authontatrve sources
as. T?re Sporf[ng News Dope Book with U.S: census data

that had bear Incorporated In the onglna! hospital stucly

This corpilation yieided Ififormation about stadiym age, |
team standing and average annual attendance as well 45

varjableg that: Sager. and Culbert hypotheslzed might
acision {0 relocate.

" At the Cobperstowh Symposium on.BasebaII dnd tHe
'_":of dasparagmg remarks about ‘blacks and Al Camﬁ
Dodgers executlve, was ﬁred !n ‘!' 987_ after statrng 0

in upstate New York—an academic fo-

American Cu!l:ur
rum. at which, pa

“inedtirned sut'to.berace..r &

The study noted that when the Boston, Braves mlgrated'
to Mitwaukee in 1952, almost 50 years, had elapsed sifice _‘
become the New York Yankees _
‘in 1903, the last timid'a’ ‘teaim had rhade stich a move, In" "
970—a périod’ ‘when many blacks' j
fthe 16 baseball teams cha.nged o

| - theéBaltimote Oridlés hai

contrast,from 1950
‘were movihg north
neighborhoods of ¢

By necessity, the sample was a, smail one, and it does’

not provide cenclusive:proof that race was the only rea-

5011°0Wners decided to take flight. Sométimes’ it clearly Was,

not: the Plttsburgh Pirates changed lacale in 1970 because
b 8 nearby unnversfty '

not anriounce that' teams

Becatse a _nelghborhood was pop-

"‘ : , ‘Blackba}]ill'g tilé' Inner City

‘nelghborhood He makes Fis case by Irst r‘rg "ekanr

“Sehibe Park in Phllade!phia, ‘the_Pols " Grol

1 ‘presented on such esoterica as |
tiie éffect ori badeball 6f the advent of night games=the
two:academics,put forth their, findings. The ‘thost power-’ ",.
ful statisticaj predlctor among the four variables exam-"

’parking areas and expressways “the bailpark has
Iess ofa nerghborhood Fxture “The number of reSIden 57

ulated b blacks in fact Major League Basehall, WhICh rep—

resents the owners of the 28 maJor-Ieague teams finds'’
I:ttie credence in Sager and Culberts ﬁncllngs "We would :

think’ that most clubs would have friovéd for econamic

) reasons, says Richatd Lev}n, a spolcesman fol fhie. arganl-”

zation, Lévin suggests that the advent of travel byJet and

" the fact’ that some clties were ho longer able to support

twio tedms were more Itkely explanations ]
[Fthat weré the case, Sdger responds, attendance should
have’ had a stronger preductwe value in the anaiysls He

‘adds that larger cities hadl twa teams, so the average pop-
ulaton per téam was about, the same as for dlties that onlv
jobged a smgle club.

‘ Race as Sager hypothesrzes also seems to serve as a ‘

long abandoned sports arenas that wereé alvay

‘nds in
York these are areds surrounded by roW' houses,

When Sager presented hlrs paper, he sa'

".'Cooperstown audlence seemed suipris . B3

thie. klnd of Sprawhng subirban tract that 13
refuge from urban change for other eams

"152  SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN' September 1993

vei. 269 a0, 3

.l




