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WGBH Youth
Voting Trends

Molly Farrar and Jasmine Fanchu Zhou, journalism and data

project managers.

Yuyan Li and Dongyue Xu, data scientists.
Samuele Petruccelli and Artemis Huang, journalists.




Clients & Mentors

WGBH is a public media that enriches

people’s lives through programs and services
that educate, inspire, and entertain,
fostering citizenship and culture, the joy of
learning, and the power of diverse
perspectives.
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BROOKE WILLIAMS
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Project Summary

1.To analyze youth (aged 18-29) voter trends in
Massachusetts, by location and other
demographic information for different types of

elections
2. To write an article with our findings along with

additional reporting and interviews for client



Data
Analysis

Two voting files with total size
of 30GB:
1. Demographic information

2.Voting frequency per voter
ID number in 2020.

How Massachusetts youth voters (age
18-29) voted over time.

However, we learned the demographic

file is only based on year 2020, so we
had to pivot.

How is youth voting in Boston
neighborhoods during just the 2020
primary and general election?
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Insight 1

Counties with the
highest percentage of
youth turnout in the
general election 2020:

Norfolk County: 69.4%
Suffolk County: 65%
Middlesex: 65%
Franklin: 64%



Insight 2

How different parties came out

Middlesex youth vs adult turn out rate by parties

80.00%

Democratic Non-Partisan Republican

Youth turnout rate is generally lower than
the adult turnout rate, though the overall
turnout rate for Democrats is higher than for
other parties.

Norfolk youth vs adult turn out rate by parties
99.03%

60.00%

Democratic Non-Partisan Others Republican



Primary
Election
Turnout

50%

adults

30%

youth

General
Election
Turnout

76%

adults

62%

youth

Insights 3

Youth turned out more than
adults in zipcodes of Brighton,
Allston, Somerville and near
the Harvard Business School.

The difference between youth
and adult turnout decreased
from the primary to the
general election.



Project

Youth voters have been turning out in historic numbers. Will they do so again in Massachusetts?

Result

Article published on Nov. 3 by
WGBH called "Youth voters
have been turning out in
historic numbers. Will they do
so again in Massachusetts?”

With interviews conducted by
Molly Farrar and Samuele
Petruccelll

By Hannah Reale
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