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EDUCATION 

Ph.D.,  Sociology, University of Wisconsin-Madison, August 1997. 

 Ph.D. Minor: Life Course Studies (interdisciplinary) 

 Dissertation: The Fulfillment of Career Goals over the Life Course and Midlife Mental 

Health. 

M.S., Sociology, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1994. 

 Thesis: The Determinants of Women's and Men's Self-Employment. 

B.A., Sociology-based Human Relations, magna cum laude, Connecticut College, 1988. 

 

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 
Aging and the Life Course, Family, Medical Sociology, Death and Dying, Quantitative Methods, 

Social Psychology, Social Demography, Social Inequalities, Gender. 

 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS  
Professor, Department of Sociology, Boston University. July 2017-present; Department Chair, 

July 2018 – present. 

 

Senior Fellow, Institute for Health System Innovation and Policy, Boston University, May 2017-

present. 

 

Professor, Department of Sociology and Institute for Health, Health Care Policy & Aging 

Research and Courtesy Appointment, School of Social Work. Rutgers, The State 

University of New Jersey.  July 2010-June 2017; Department Chair, September 2012-

July 2015. 

 

Visiting Scholar, Survey Research Center, Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan. 

July 2011-June 2012. 

 

Associate Professor, Department of Sociology and Institute for Health, Health Care Policy & 

Aging Research. Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. July 2005-June 2010.  

 

Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology and Institute for Health, Health Care Policy & 

Aging Research. Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. July 2002-June 2005.  

 

mailto:carrds@bu.edu
http://sites.bu.edu/deborahcarr/


Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI. August 

2006-2009 (On leave, 2007-09). 

 

Assistant Professor, Sociology Department; Assistant Research Scientist, Population Studies 

Center; Faculty Associate to Assistant Research Scientist. Survey Research Center. 

Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan, September 1997- July 2002. 

 

SELECTED ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE 

 

Chair, Social Sciences Task Force, College of Arts & Sciences, Boston University. January –

December 2020. 

 

Principal Investigator, National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1979 (NLSY79), June 2017-

present. 

 

Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences, 2015-20. 

 

Interim Director, Institute for Health, Health Care Policy & Aging Research, Rutgers University, 

September 2016-August 2017. 

 

Chair, Athletics Academic Oversight Committee for Intercollegiate Athletics (AAOC), Rutgers 

University, 2016-17. 

 

Chair and Co-Founder, Public Engagement Program (PEP), Rutgers University, 2015-17. (This 

campus-wide program hosts symposia focused on increasing faculty members’ public 

engagement via media appearances, writing for non-academic audiences, use of social 

media, and engaging directly with policy makers). 

 

Chair, Editorial Committee, Rutgers University Press, 2013-17. 

 

Chair, Board of Overseers, General Social Survey (GSS), National Opinion Research Center at 

the University of Chicago. 2012-16 

 

Co- Director, National Institute of Mental Health Training Program, Institute for Health, Health 

Care Policy & Aging Research, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. 2007-14. 

 

Principal Investigator, Wisconsin Study of Families and Loss (WISTFL). (A survey of 750 

bereaved family members of recently deceased Wisconsin Longitudinal Study 

participants). 2012-14. 

 

Director, Midlife in the United States (MIDUS) Pilot Project Grant Competition, funded by the 

National Institute on Aging. 2002-2008. 

 

Principal Investigator, New Jersey End of Life Study. (A survey of end-of-life preparations and 

health among a racially diverse sample 305 terminally ill older adults in NJ). 2004-07. 
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PUBLICATIONS 

 

Books  

Ferraro, Kenneth F. and Deborah Carr. (Eds.).  2021. Handbook of Aging and the Social 

Sciences, 9th ed. New York: Academic Press.  

 

Carr, Deborah, Elizabeth Boyle, Benjamin Cornwell, Shelley Correll, Robert Crosnoe, Jeremy 

Freese, and Mary Waters.  2021. The Art and Science of Social Research, 2nd ed. New 

York: W. W. Norton. 

 1st edition published in 2017. 

 

Giddens, Anthony, Mitchell Duneier, Richard P. Appelbaum, and Deborah Carr. 2021. 

Essentials of Sociology, 8th ed. New York: W. W. Norton.   

Previous editions published in 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, and 2019. 

 

Giddens, Anthony, Mitchell Duneier, Richard Appelbaum, and Deborah Carr. 2021.  

Introduction to Sociology, 12th ed. New York: W. W. Norton.  

Previous editions published in 2009, 2011, 2013, 2016, and 2018. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2019. Golden Years? Social Inequalities in Later Life. New York: Russell Sage. 

 Reviewed in publications including American Journal of Public Health, American 

Journal of Sociology, Contemporary Sociology, Population and Development Review, 

The Gerontologist, Sociological Forum. 

 Author Meets Critics session, American Sociological Association annual meeting, 2019. 

 Winner, 2020 Richard Kalish Innovative Publication Award, Gerontological Society of 

America.  

 

Knoll, Herb, Deborah Carr, Robert L. Frick. 2017. The Widower's Journey: Helping Men 

Rebuild After Their Loss. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2014. Worried Sick: How Stress Hurts Us and How to Bounce Back. New 

Brunswick: Rutgers University Press.  

 

Carr, Deborah (Ed.). 2009. Encyclopedia of the Life Course and Human Development (with 

associate editors Robert Crosnoe, M. E. Hughes, and Amy Pienta). Farmington Hills MI: 

Gale/CENGAGE Learning.  

 

Halpert, Julie and Deborah Carr. 2008. Making Up with Mom: Why Mothers and Daughters 

Disagree about Kids, Cooking, and Careers (and What to Do About It). New York: 

Thomas Dunne Books/St. Martin’s Press.  

 

Carr, Deborah, Randolph Nesse, and Camille B. Wortman (Eds.). 2005. Spousal Bereavement in 

Late Life. New York: Springer Publishing.  

 

 

 



Refereed Journal Articles 

Carr, Deborah, Lucie Kalousova, Katherine Lin, and Sarah Burgard. Forthcoming. 

“Occupational Differences in Advance Care Planning: Are Medical and Legal 

Professionals More Likely to Plan?” Social Science & Medicine. 

 

Moorman, Sara, Kathrin Boerner, and Deborah Carr.  Forthcoming. “Rethinking the Role of 

Advance Care Planning in the Context of Infectious Disease.” Journal of Aging & Social 

Policy. 

 

Boerner, Kathrin, Sara Moorman, Katherine A. Orenstein, and Deborah Carr. 2021. 

 “Insufficient Advance Care Planning? Correlates of Planning Without Personal 

 Conversations.” Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences: 76 (1): 104-108. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2020. “COVID-19 and the Long-Standing Vulnerabilities of Older Adults.” 

Current History 119: 323-325. 

 

Namkung, Eun Ha and Deborah Carr. 2020. “Mental Health Consequences of Physical 

Disabilities: The Mediating Role of Perceived Discrimination.” Journal of Health and 

Social Behavior 61(2): 190-207. 

 

Carr, Deborah, Kathrin Boerner, and Sara Moorman. 2020. “Bereavement in the Time of 

Coronavirus:  Unprecedented Challenges Demand Novel Interventions.” Journal of 

Aging & Social Policy 32(4-5): 425-31. 

 

Namkung, Eun Ha and Deborah Carr.  2020. “Perceived Interpersonal and Institutional 

Discrimination among Persons with Disability: Do Patterns Differ by Age.” Social 

Science and Medicine. doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2019.112521. 

 

Carr, Deborah and Rebecca Utz. 2020. “Families in Later in Life: Decade in Review.” Journal of 

Marriage and Family 82(1): 346-363.  

 

Carr, Deborah. 2020. “Mental Health of Older Widows and Widowers: Which Coping Strategies 

are Most Protective?” Aging and Mental Health. 24(2): 291-299.  

 

Freedman, Vicki A., Jennifer C. Cornman, Deborah Carr, and Richard Lucas.  2019. “Time Use 

and Experienced Wellbeing of Older Caregivers: A Sequence Analysis.” The 

Gerontologist 59: 441-450. doi.org/10.1093/geront/gny175. 

 

Carr, Deborah and Elizabeth Luth. 2019. “Well-Being at the End of Life.” Annual Review of 

Sociology 45: 515-34. 

 

Freedman, Vicki A., Jennifer C. Cornman, Deborah Carr, and Richard Lucas. 2019. “Late Life 

Disability and Subjective Wellbeing: Are Economic Resources a Buffer?” Disability and 

Health Journal 12: 481-488. 

  

Carr, Deborah, Jennifer C. Cornman, and Vicki A. Freedman. 2019. “Do Family Relationships 

Buffer the Impact of Disability on Older Adults’ Daily Mood? An Exploration of Gender 

and Marital Status Differences.” Journal of Marriage and Family 81: 729-746.  

 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2019.112521
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gny175
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Rothstein, Donna, Deborah Carr, and Elizabeth C. Cooksey. 2019. “Cohort Profile: National 

Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1979 (NLSY79).”  International Journal of Epidemiology 

48(1): 22-22e, doi.org/10.1093/ije/dyy133. 

 

Springer, Kristen W., Chioun Lee, and Deborah Carr. 2019. “Spousal Breadwinning across 30 

Years of Marriage and Husbands’ Health:  A Gendered Life Course Stress Perspective.” 

Journal of Aging and Health 31: 37-66. 

 

Lucas, Richard A., Vicki A. Freedman and Deborah Carr.  2019. “Measuring Experiential Well-

Being among Older Adults.” The Journal of Positive Psychology 14(4): 538-547.  

 

Hofferth, Sandra, Sarah Flood, Deborah Carr, and Yoonjoo Lee.  2018. “Linkages between Daily 

Activities and Health in the American Time Use Study: The Role of Momentary Well-

Being.” Journal of Time Use Research. doi.org/10.32797/jtur-2018-1. 

 

Tomiyama, Janet, Deborah Carr, Ellen Granberg, Brenda Major, Eric Robinson, and Alexandra 

Brewis Slade. 2018. “How and Why Weight Stigma Drives the Obesity Epidemic.” BMC 

Medicine 16:123. 

 

Sharp, Shane and Deborah Carr. 2017. “The Use of Prayer to Manage Emotions: Do 

Characteristics of the Emotional Experience Matter?” Review of Religious Research 59: 

557-574. 

 

Freedman, Vicki A., Deborah Carr, Jennifer C. Cornman, Richard Lucas.  2017. “Aging, 

Mobility Impairments and Subjective Wellbeing.” Disability and Health Journal 10: 

525-531. 

 

Carr, Deborah, Jennifer C. Cornman and Vicki A. Freedman.  2017. “Disability and Activity-

related Well-Being in Later Life:  Are Effects Buffered by Intimate Relationship Support 

and Strain?” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 58: 387-403 

 

Carr, Deborah and Elizabeth Luth. 2017. “Advance Care Planning: Contemporary Issues and 

Future Directions.” Innovation in Aging 1: 1-10. doi.org/10.1093/geroni/igx012. 

 

Freedman, Vicki A., Deborah Carr, Jennifer C. Cornman, and Richard Lucas. 2017. “Impairment 

Severity and Evaluative and Experienced Wellbeing among Older Adults: Assessing the 

Role of Daily Activities.” Innovation in Aging. doi.org/10.1093/geroni/igx010. 

 

Sharp, Shane, Deborah Carr, and Kathryn Pager. 2016. “Gender, Race, and Use of Prayer to 

Manage Emotions.” Sociological Spectrum 36: 271-285.  

 

Perrig-Chiello, Pasqualina, Stefanie Spahni, François Höpflinger, and Deborah Carr. 2016. 

“Cohort and Gender Differences in Psychosocial Adjustment to Later-Life Widowhood.”  

Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 71: 765-774. 

 

doi.org/10.32797/jtur-2018-1
https://doi.org/10.1093/geroni/igx010


Reczek, Corinne, Tetyana Pudrovska, Deborah Carr, and Debra Umberson. 2016 “Men’s and 

Women’s Alcohol Trajectories across the Gendered Marital Biography.” Journal of 

Health & Social Behavior 57: 77-96. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2016. “Is Death ‘The Great Equalizer’? The Social Stratification of Death 

Quality in the Contemporary United States.” The ANNALS: American Academy of 

Political and Social Research 663: 331-354. 

 

Carr, Deborah, Jennifer C. Cornman, and Vicki A. Freedman. 2016. “Does Marital Quality 

Protect Against Distress? Marital Quality and Momentary Negative Mood in Later Life.”  

Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 71: 177-187.  

 

Richardson, Virginia, Kate M Bennett, Stephen Gallagher, Deborah Carr and Jin Hyung Kim. 

2015. “How Does Bereavement Get Under One's Skin? The Effects of Late Life Spousal 

Loss on Cortisol.” Journal of Gerontology: Psychological Sciences 70: 341-347. 

 

Fried, Eiko, Retha Arjadi, Denny Borsboom, Francis Tuerlinckx, Angélique Cramer, Sacha 

Epskamp, Maximillian Amshoff, Deborah Carr, Margaret Stroebe, and Claudi Bockting. 

2015. “Network versus Latent Variable Explanations of the Relation between 

Bereavement and Depressive Symptoms.” Journal of Abnormal Psychology 124: 256-

265. 

 

Crandall, Carolyn J., Arun S. Karlamangla, Sharon Stein Merkin, Neil Binkley, Deborah Carr, 

Gail A. Greendale, and Teresa Seeman. 2015. “Adult Bone Strength of Children from 

Single-Parent Families: The Midlife in the U.S. Study.” Osteoporosis International 26: 

931-942.  

 

Freedman, Vicki A., Jennifer C. Cornman and Deborah Carr.  2014. “Is Spousal Caregiving 

Associated with Enhanced Wellbeing?  New Evidence from the Panel Study of Income 

Dynamics.”  Journal of Gerontology: Psychological Sciences 69: 861-869.  

 

Carr, Deborah, Vicki A. Freedman, Jennifer C. Cornman, and Norbert Schwarz. 2014. “Happy 

Marriage, Happy Life?  Marital Quality and Subjective Well-Being in Later Life.” 

Journal of Marriage and Family 76: 930-948. 

 

Moorman, Sara, Deborah Carr, and Kathrin Boerner. 2014. “The Role of Relationship Biography 

in Advance Care Planning.” Journal of Aging and Health 26: 969-992. 

 

Tsenkova, Vera, Deborah Carr, Christopher Coe, Carol Ryff.  2014. “Anger, Adiposity, and 

Glucose Control in Nondiabetic Midlife and Older Adults: Findings from MIDUS II.”  

Journal of Behavioral Medicine 37: 37-46. 

 

Boerner, Kathrin, Daniela Jopp, Deborah Carr, Laura Sosinsky, and Se-Kang Kim. 2014. “’His’ 

and ‘Her’ Marriage? Exploring the Gendered Facets of Marital Quality in Later Life.” 

Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 69: 579-589. 

 

Herd, Pamela, Deborah Carr, and Carol Roan. 2014. “Cohort Profile: Wisconsin Longitudinal 

Study (WLS).”  International Journal of Epidemiology 43: 34-41. 
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Carr, Deborah and Shane Sharp. 2014. “Do Beliefs in an Afterlife Affect Psychological 

Adjustment to Spousal Loss?” Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 69B: 103-112. 

 

Carr, Deborah, John Sonnega, Randolph M. Nesse, and James S. House. 2014. “Do Special 

Occasions Trigger Grief Symptoms among Bereaved Older Spouses? An Assessment of 

Clinical Wisdom.” Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 69B: 113-122. 

 

Carr, Deborah and Kathrin Boerner. 2013. “The Impact of Spousal Loss on Parent-Child 

Relations in Later Life: Are Effects Contingent upon the Quality of the Late Marriage?” 

Family Science 4:37-49. 

 

Carr, Deborah and Kathrin Boerner.  2013. “Dating after Late-Life Spousal Loss: Does it 

Compromise Relationships with Adult Children?” Journal of Aging Studies 27: 487–498 

 

Carr, Deborah, Lauren Murphy, Heather Batson and Kristen W. Springer. 2013. “Bigger Isn’t 

Always Better: The Effect of Obesity on the Sexual Satisfaction and Behavior of Adult 

Men in the U.S.” Men and Masculinities 16: 452-477. 

 

Garrido, Melissa M., Ellen Idler, Howard Leventhal and Deborah Carr. 2013. “Advance Care 

Planning: The Role of End-of-Life Values and Beliefs about Control over the Length of 

Life.” The Gerontologist 53:801–816. 

 

Carr, Deborah, Sara Moorman, and Kathrin Boerner. 2013. “End-of-Life Planning in a Family 

Context: Does Relationship Quality Affect Whether (and with Whom) Older Adults 

Plan?” Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 68: 586-92. 

 

Pudrovska, Tetyana, Deborah Carr, Michael McFarland, and Caitlyn Collins.2013. “Higher-

Status Occupations and Breast Cancer: A Life-Course Stress Approach.” Social Science 

& Medicine 89: 53-61. 

 

Boerner, Kathrin, Deborah Carr and Sara Moorman. 2013. “Family Relationships and Advance 

Care Planning: Do Positive Relations Encourage or Hinder Planning?” Journal of 

Gerontology: Social Sciences 68: 246-256. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2012. “’I Don’t Want to Die Like That...’: The Impact of Significant Others’ 

Death Quality on Advance Care Planning.” The Gerontologist 52: 770-781. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2012. “The Social Stratification of Older Adults’ Preparations for End of Life 

Health Care.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 53: 297-312. 

 

Carr, Deborah.  2012. “Racial and Ethnic Differences in Advance Care Planning: Identifying 

Subgroup Patterns and Obstacles.” Journal of Aging & Health 24: 923-947. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2012. “Death and Dying in the Contemporary United States:  What are the 

Psychological Implications of Anticipated Death?” Social and Personality Psychology 

Compass 6/2: 184-195. 

 



Carr, Deborah and Karen Jaffe. 2012. “The Psychosocial Consequences of Weight Trajectories: 

Evidence from Quantitative and Qualitative Data.” Economics and Human Biology 10: 

419-430. 

 

Moorman, Sara, Deborah Carr, Bernard J. Hammes, and Karin T. Kirchhoff. 2012. “Evaluating 

the Respecting Choices® Advance Care Planning Program: An Indirect Assessment 

Using the Wisconsin Longitudinal Study.” Death Studies 36: 301-23. 

 

Sharp, Shane, Deborah Carr, and Cameron MacDonald. 2012. “Religion and End-of-Life 

Treatment Preferences: Assessing the Effects of Denomination, Beliefs, and Practices.”  

Social Forces 91: 275–298. 

 

Tsenkova, Vera, Deborah Carr, Christopher Coe, and Carol D. Ryff. 2012. “Synergistic Effect of 

Neuroticism and BMI on Glucose Metabolism in Nondiabetic Adults.”  Psychotherapy 

and Psychosomatics 81: 327-328.  

 

Carr, Deborah. 2011. “Racial Differences in End-of-Life Planning: Why Don’t Blacks and 

Latinos Prepare for the Inevitable?” Omega: The Journal of Death and Dying 63: 1-20. 

 

Tsenkova, Vera, Deborah Carr, Dale Schoeller and Carol Ryff. 2011. “Perceived Discrimination 

Amplifies the Link between Central Adiposity and Nondiabetic Glycemic Control 

(HBA1C).” Annals of Behavioral Medicine 41: 243-52. 

 

Carr, Deborah, Yoko Ibuka, and Louise Russell. 2010. “How Much Time Do Americans Spend 

Seeking Health Care? Racial and Ethnic Differences in Patient Experiences.” Research in 

the Sociology of Health Care 28: 71-98. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2010. “New Perspectives on the Dual Process Model: What Have We Learned? 

What Questions Remain?” Omega: The Journal of Death and Dying 61: 373-82. 

 

Carr, Deborah and Kristen Springer. 2010. “Advances in Families and Health Research in the 

21st Century.” Journal of Marriage and Family (Decade in Review Special Issue) 72: 

744-762. 

 

Pai, Manacy and Deborah Carr. 2010. “Do Personality Traits Moderate the Effects of Spousal 

Loss on Psychological Adjustment?” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 51: 183-99. 

 

Carr, Deborah and Sara Moorman. 2009. “End of Life Treatment Preferences among the Young-

Old: An Assessment of Psychosocial Influences.” Sociological Forum 24: 754-778. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2009. “Who’s to Blame? Perceived Responsibility for Spouse’s Death and 

Psychological Distress among Older Widowed Persons.” Journal of Health and Social 

Behavior 50:359-375. 

 

Carr, Deborah and Kathrin Boerner. 2009. “Do Spousal Discrepancies in Marital Quality 

Assessments Affect Psychological Adjustment to Widowhood?” Journal of Marriage 

and Family 71: 495-509. 
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Khodyakov, Dmitry and Deborah Carr. 2009. “The Impact of Late-Life Parental Death on 

Sibling Relationships: Do Advance Directives Help or Hurt?” Research on Aging 31: 

495-519.  

 

Moorman, Sara M., Deborah Carr, and Robert M. Hauser. 2009. “Do Older Adults Know Their 

Spouses’ End-of-Life Treatment Preferences? Evidence from the Wisconsin Longitudinal 

Study.” Research on Aging 31: 463-491.  

 

Pudrovska, Tetyana, and Deborah Carr. 2009. “Age at First Birth and Fathers’ Subsequent 

Health: Evidence from Sibling and Twin Models.” American Journal of Men’s Health 

3:104-115. 

 

Moorman, Sara M. and Deborah Carr. 2008. “Spouses’ Effectiveness as End-of-Life Health Care 

Surrogates: Accuracy, Uncertainty, and Errors of Overtreatment or Undertreatment.” The 

Gerontologist 48: 811-19. 

 

Carr, Deborah, Karen Jaffe and Michael Friedman. 2008. “Perceived Mistreatment among Obese 

Americans: Do Race, Class, and Gender Matter?” Obesity 16 (Supplement): S60-68. 

 

Pudrovska, Tetyana and Deborah Carr. 2008. “Psychological Adjustment to Divorce and 

Widowhood in Mid- and Later Life: Do Coping Strategies and Personality Protect 

Against Psychological Distress?” Advances in Life Course Research: Stress Processes 

across the Life Course 13: 283-317. 

 

Russell, Louise B., Yoko Ibuka, and Deborah Carr. 2008. “Everyday Clinical Encounters: 

Evidence from the American Time Use Survey.” The Patient 1: 211-222. 

 

Lee, Min-Ah and Deborah Carr. 2007. “Does the Context of Spousal Loss Affect the Physical 

Functioning of Widowed Older Persons? A Longitudinal Analysis.” Research on Aging 

29: 457-487. 

 

Carr, Deborah, Michael A. Friedman, and Karen Jaffe. 2007. “Understanding the Relationship 

Between Obesity and Positive and Negative Affect: The Role of Psychosocial 

Mechanisms.” Body Image 4(2): 165-177. 

 

Carr, Deborah and Dmitry Khodyakov. 2007. “Health Care Proxies in Later Life: Whom Do We 

Choose and Why?” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 48(2): 180-194. 

 

Carr, Deborah and Dmitry Khodyakov. 2007. “End of Life Health Care Planning among Young-

Old Adults: An Assessment of Psychosocial Influences.” Journal of Gerontology: Social 

Sciences 62B: 135-141. 

 

Pudrovska, Tetyana, Scott Schieman, and Deborah Carr. 2006. “The Strains of Singlehood in 

Later Life: Do Race and Gender Matter?” Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 

61:315-322. 

 



Carr, Deborah and Michael Friedman. 2006. “Body Weight and Interpersonal Relationships.” 

Social Psychology Quarterly 69: 127-49.  

 

Ha, Jung-Hwa, Deborah Carr, Rebecca Utz, and Randolph Nesse. 2006. “Older Adults’ 

Perceptions of Intergenerational Support after Widowhood: How Do Men and Women 

Differ?” Journal of Family Issues 27: 3-30. 

 

Carr, Deborah and Michael Friedman. 2005. “Is Obesity Stigmatizing? Body Weight, Perceived 

Discrimination and Psychological Well-Being in the United States.” Journal of Health 

and Social Behavior 46: 244-259. 

 

Ha, Jung-Hwa and Deborah Carr. 2005. “The Effect of Parent-Child Geographic Proximity on 

Widowed Parents’ Psychological Adjustment and Social Integration.” Research on Aging 

27(5): 578-610.  

 

Byrne, Anne and Deborah Carr. 2005. “Caught in the Cultural Lag: The Stigma of Singlehood.” 

Psychological Inquiry 16: 84-90. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2005. “The Psychological Consequences of Midlife Men’s Social Comparisons 

with their Young Adult Sons.” Journal of Marriage and Family 67: 240-50.  

 

Carr, Deborah. 2004. “Black/White Differences in Psychological Adjustment to Spousal Loss 

among Older Adults.” Research on Aging 26(6): 591-622. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2004. “The Desire to Date and Remarry Among Older Widows and Widowers.” 

Journal of Marriage and Family 66: 1051-68. 

 

Utz, Rebecca, Erin Reidy, Deborah Carr, Randolph M. Nesse, and Camille B. Wortman. 2004. 

“The Daily Consequences of Widowhood: The Role of Gender and Intergenerational 

Transfers on Subsequent Housework Performance.” Journal of Family Issues 25(5): 683-

712. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2004. “‘My Daughter Has a Career - I Just Raised Babies’: Women’s 

Intergenerational Social Comparisons.” Social Psychology Quarterly 67(2): 132-54. 

[Reprinted in Ageing (Key Issues for the 21st Century), edited by Susan M. McDaniel. 

London: Sage. 2007] 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2004. “Gender, Pre-Loss Marital Dependence and Older Adults’ Adjustment to 

Widowhood.” Journal of Marriage and Family 66: 220-35. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2003. “A ‘Good Death’ for Whom? Quality of Spouse’s Death and Psychological 

Distress among Older Widowed Persons.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 44(2): 

215-32. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2002. “The Psychological Consequences of Work-Family Tradeoffs for Three 

Cohorts of Women and Men.” Social Psychology Quarterly 65(2):103-124. 
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Utz, Rebecca, Deborah Carr, Randolph Nesse, and Camille B. Wortman. 2002. “The Effect of 

Widowhood on Older Adults' Social Participation: An Evaluation of Activity, 

Disengagement, and Continuity Theories.” The Gerontologist 42(4): 522-33. 

 

Bonanno, George A., Camille B. Wortman, Darrin R. Lehman, Roger G. Tweed, John Sonnega, 

Deborah Carr, and Randolph M. Nesse. 2002. “Resilience to Loss and Chronic Grief: A 

Prospective Study from Pre-loss to 18 Months Post-loss.” Journal of Personality and 

Social Psychology 83(5): 1150-1164.  

 

Carr, Deborah and Rebecca Utz. 2002. “Late-Life Widowhood in the United States: New 

Directions in Research and Theory.” Ageing International 27(1):65-88. [Reprinted in 

Intimacy in Late-Life (pp. 19-46), edited by Graham Fennell and Kate Davidson. New 

Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Press. 2004.] 

 

Carr, Deborah, James S. House, Camille B. Wortman, Randolph M. Nesse, and Ronald C. 

Kessler. 2001. “Psychological Adjustment to Sudden and Anticipated Spousal Death 

among the Older Widowed.” Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 56B (4): S237-48. 

 

Carr, Deborah, James S. House, Ronald C. Kessler, Randolph M. Nesse, John Sonnega, and 

Camille B. Wortman. 2000. “Marital Quality and Psychological Adjustment to 

Widowhood among Older Adults: A Longitudinal Analysis.” Journal of Gerontology: 

Social Sciences 55B (4): S197-207. 

 

Singer, Burton H., Carol D. Ryff, Deborah Carr, and William Magee. 1998. “Linking Life 

Histories and Mental Health: A Person-Centered Strategy.” Sociological Methodology 

28:1-51. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 1997. “The Fulfillment of Career Dreams at Midlife: Does it Matter for Women's 

Mental Health.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 38(4): 331-344. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 1996. “Two Paths to Self-Employment? Women's and Men's Self-Employment in 

the United States, 1980.” Work and Occupations 23(1): 26-53. [Reprinted in D.B. 

Cornfield, K. Campbell, and H. McCammon (Ed.), Restructured Workplaces: Challenges 

and New Directions for the Sociology of Work. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 2001.] 

 

Book Chapters 

Carr, Deborah and Heather Mooney. 2021. “Bereavement in Later Life.” Pp. 240-254 in 

Handbook of Aging and the Social Sciences, 9th ed., edited by Kenneth F. Ferraro and 

Deborah Carr. New York: Academic Press. 

 

Carr, Deborah.  2021. “Psychological Resilience in the Face of Later Life Stress.” Pp. 157-174 in 

Resilience and Aging: Emerging Science and Future Possibilities, edited by Andrew 

Wister and Theodore D. Cosco. New York: Springer. 

 



Carr, Deborah. 2020. “Families in Later Life: A Consequence and Engine of Social Inequalities.” 

Pp. 43-68 in Annual Review of Gerontology and Geriatrics (Volume 40: Economic 

Inequality in Later Life), edited by Roland Thorpe, Jr. and Jessica Kelley. New York: 

Springer. 

 

Ha, Jung-Hwa, Deborah Carr, Subharati Ghosh, and Hyeon Jung Lee. 2019. “Older Adults and 

Social Exclusion.” Pp. 161-190 in Social Exclusion in Crossnational Perspective: Actors, 

Actions, and Impacts from Above and Below, edited by Robert Chaskin, Bong Joo Lee, 

Surinder Jaswal, and Yuegen Xiong. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

Carr, Deborah and Dawne Mouzon. 2018. “Intimate Partner Relationships and Health.” Pp. 129-
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Carr, Deborah. 2013. “The Aging of the Baby Boomers.”  Consortium on Social Science 

Associations 2013 Colloquium on Social and Behavioral Science and Public Policy. 

Washington, DC. November 2013. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2013. “Social Influences on Health Lifestyle Choices in Later Life.” Center on 

Aging and the Life Course, Purdue University.  September 2013. 

 

Carr, Deborah.  2013. “Coping with Loss over the Life Course: Which Resources Protect against 

the Harmful Psychological Effects of Divorce and Widowhood?” Resources in Times of 

Vulnerability: Multiple Perspectives. Swiss National Center of Competence in Research, 

University of Geneva. June 2013. 
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Carr, Deborah. 2012. “Melvin L. Kohn: Six Decades of Scholarship.” Invited symposium, 

American Sociological Association annual meeting. Denver, CO. August 2012.  

 

Carr, Deborah. 2012. “What’s in a Name? Perspectives on the Sociology of Age, Aging, and the 

Life Course.” Invited symposium, American Sociological Association annual meeting. 

Denver, CO. August 2012.  

 

Carr, Deborah. 2012. “Death, Dying, and End of Life Issues: Research Challenges.” RAND 

Summer Institute (RSI) on the Demography, Economics, Psychology, and Epidemiology 

of Aging. Santa Monica, CA. July 2012.  

 

Carr, Deborah. 2012. “Psychosocial Challenges among Older Patients in the 21st Century: 

Implications for Dental Care.” Steve Gordon Memorial Lecture, Special Care Dentistry 

Association, Scottsdale, AZ. April 2012. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2011. “Widowed Older Adults in Rural Areas: Identifying Challenges and 

Solutions.” Keynote Address.  Oklahoma Geriatric Education Center Annual Conference, 

Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK. June 2011.  

 

Carr, Deborah. 2011. “Reinventing Widowhood?  Some (Untested) Predictions about Baby 

Boomers & Spousal Loss.” Baby Boomers and Family Changes in the 21st Century 

Conference/ Center for Family and Demographic Research, Bowling Green State 

University, Bowling Green, OH. March 2011. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2010. “Recent Scholarship on Families and Health Research: Looking Back and 

Moving Forward.” Keynote Address at National Council on Family Relations annual 

meeting. Minneapolis, November 2010. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2010. “If Nothing is Certain but Death and Taxes, Why Do So Few Americans 

Prepare for the End of Life?” Population Studies Center, University of Michigan, 

September 2010; Population Research Center, University of Chicago, January 2011. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2010. “Research on Obesity and Families: What Have We Learned, and Where 

Are We Going.” Obesity and Families conference, Brigham Young University, Provo, 

UT. May 2010. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2010. “How Families Navigate the End of Life.” Council on Contemporary 

Families 2010 annual meeting. Augustana College, Augustana, IL. April 2010.  
 

Carr, Deborah. 2009. “Facing the Inevitable: How, Why, and with Whom Older Adults Plan for 

the End of Life.” Cecile Shore Fellowship Lecture, New York University, March 2009; 

Center on Aging and Health. Johns Hopkins University. February 2008. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2008. “Healthy Families.” Making Connections Conference: Effects of Marriage 

and the Couple Relationship on the Health of Infants, Adolescents & Older Adults. 

National Healthy Marriage Resource Center. Racine, WI. October 2008. 

 



Carr, Deborah. 2008. “’No, A Grand-dog Isn’t Good Enough’: Shifting Gender Roles and the 

Implications for Adult Daughter-Mother Relationships.” Farleigh Dickinson University. 

February 2008. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2007. “Escaping the ‘Phantom Fat’? The Psychosocial Consequences of Weight 

Change over the Life Course.” University of Pennsylvania Sociology Department.  

Philadelphia, PA.  

 

Carr, Deborah. 2006. “Facing the Inevitable? How Older Adults Prepare for End-of-Life Health 

Concerns.” Keynote Address, 18th Annual Colloquium on Aging. University of 

Wisconsin. Madison, WI. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2005. “Death and Dying in the 21st Century: Implications for Older Adults and 

their Families.” Population Studies Center, University of Michigan, October 2005; Center 

on Population Health and Aging, Pennsylvania State University, February 2006; Center 

for Gerontology and Health Care Research, Brown University, June 2006. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2005. “Bringing the 'Life' Back into Life Course Research: A ‘Person-Centered’ 

Approach to Studying the Life Course.” National Development and Research Institutes, 

New York, NY. September 2005. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2005. “Dynamics of Partner Relationships in Late Life.” Diversity in Late Life: 

International Workshop. Vrije University and Netherlands Interdisciplinary Demographic 

Institute, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. June 2005.  

 

Carr, Deborah. 2005. “The Stigma of Obesity: Does Body Weight Affect the Quality of 

Interpersonal Relationships?” Center for Demography of Health and Aging, University of 

Wisconsin. Madison, WI. March 2005. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2004. “The Stigma of Obesity: Discrimination against Obese and Overweight 

Americans.” Office of Population Research, Princeton University. Princeton, NJ. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2003. “Generational Differences in Men’s and Women’s Lives: Has the ‘Stalled 

Revolution” Unstalled?” Alpha Kappa Delta Address, Drew University. Madison, NJ.  

 

Carr, Deborah. 2002. “Social Influences on Emotional Health.” RAND Summer Institute on the 

Demography, Epidemiology and Economics of Aging. Santa Monica, CA 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2002. “Parental Pride or Father-Son Rivalry? How Midlife Fathers Compare 

Their Work Lives with Their Sons’.” Center for Demography and Ecology, University of 

Wisconsin and University of Pennsylvania Sociology Department. Philadelphia, PA.  

 

Carr, Deborah. 2001. “The Psychological and Physical Consequences of Sudden and Anticipated 

Widowhood.” Center for Family and Demographic Research Speaker Series, Bowling 

Green State University. Bowling Green, OH. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2001. “Older Adults’ Psychological Adjustment to the Process of Spousal 

Death.” Institute of Aging Colloquium Series, University of Florida. Gainesville, FL. 
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Carr, Deborah. 2000. “Interpretations of Career Successes and Shortcomings: The Retrospective 

Accounts of Midlife Women and Men.” Gerontology Colloquium Series, Pennsylvania 

State University. University Park, PA. 

 

Selected Refereed Presentations (Since 2010) 

Namkung, Eun Ha and Deborah Carr. “Disability at Work: How Functional Impairment Affects 

Workplace Experiences and Relationships.” Accepted for presentation at Population 

Association of America annual meeting, Washington, DC. 2020. (meeting cancelled) 

 

 Lee, Jane and Deborah Carr. “Impact of Social Support and Strain on Depressive Symptoms: 

Marital Status and Gender.” Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, Austin, 

TX, 2019. 

 

Chunga, Evan, Haowei Wang and Deborah Carr. “Are Family Relationships a Protective 

Resource among Adults With Functional Impairment?” Gerontological Society of 

America annual meeting, Austin, TX, 2019. 

 

Carr, Deborah. “Understanding the Role of Stress Processes in Cumulative Dis/Advantage 

Processes.” Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, Austin, TX, 2019. 

 

Namkung, Eun Ha. “Longitudinal Mental Health Consequences of Physical Disabilities: The 

Mediating Role of Perceived Discrimination.” Gerontological Society of America annual 

meeting, Austin, TX, 2019. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2019. “Sexual Harassment in the Workplace: Short- and Long-Term Mental 

Health Consequences for Older Women.” American Sociological Association annual 

meetings. New York. 

 

Namkung, Eun Ha and Deborah Carr. “Perceived Interpersonal and Institutional Discrimination 

among Persons with Disability: Do Patterns Differ by Age.” Presented at Population 

Association of America annual meeting. Austin, TX. 2019. 

 

Carr, Deborah. “Mental Health of Older Widows and Widowers: Which Coping Strategies Are 

Most Protective?”  American Sociological Association annual meeting, Philadelphia, 

2018. 

 

Freedman, Vicki A., Jennifer C. Cornman, Deborah Carr, and Richard Lucas. “Family 

Caregiving: A Sequencing Analysis of Time Use over the Day.” Population Association 

of America annual meeting, Denver, CO, 2018. 

 

Carr, Deborah, Vicki A. Freedman and Jennifer C. Cornman. “Beyond Gray Divorce: 

Remarriage and Emotional Well-Being of Older Adults.” Population Association of 

America annual meeting, Denver, CO, 2018. 

 

Ahmed, Mamun, Kristen Springer, and Deborah Carr. “Masculinity Beliefs and End-of-Life 

Planning: Does Hegemonic Masculinity Inhibit Men’s Planning?” International 

Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics annual meeting, San Francisco, 2017. 



Carr, Deborah and Samuel R. Zwetchkenbaum. “Oral Health in Later Life: Research Challenges, 

Opportunities and Innovation.” International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics 

annual meeting, San Francisco, 2017. 

 

Freedman, Vicki A., Deborah Carr and Jennifer C. Cornman. 2017. “Impairments, Aging and 

Experienced Wellbeing.” Population Association of America annual meetings, Chicago. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2016. “Grieving for My Abusive Parent?  Childhood Maltreatment and 

Depressive Symptoms among Bereaved Older Adult Children.” American Sociological 

Association annual meetings, Seattle, WA. 

 

Carr, Deborah, Jennifer C. Cornman and Vicki A. Freedman. “Disability and Emotional Well-

Being in Later Life:  Are Effects Buffered by Family Relationship Support and Strain?” 

New Directions in the Study of Intergenerational Transfers and Time Use in Later Life: A 

Panel Study of Income Dynamics Conference. Institute for Social Research, University of 

Michigan. 

 

Freedman, Vicki A., Deborah Carr and Jennifer C. Cornman. “Late Life Disability and Time 

Together.”  New Directions in the Study of Intergenerational Transfers and Time Use in 

Later Life: A Panel Study of Income Dynamics Conference Institute for Social Research, 

University of Michigan. 

 

Carr, Deborah, Jennifer C. Cornman and Vicki A. Freedman.  2016. “Disability and Experienced 

Well-Being in Later Life:  Are Effects Buffered by Intimate Relationship Support and 

Strain?”  Population Association of America annual meeting. Washington, DC. 

 

Freedman, Vicki A., Jennifer C. Cornman, Deborah Carr, and Richard Lucas. 2016. “Disability 

and Subjective Wellbeing among Older Adults:  The Role of Psychological, Social, and 

Economic Resources and Activities.” Population Association of America annual meeting, 

Washington, DC. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2015. “Late Life Psychological Adjustment to Parental Death over the Life 

Course: Do Patterns Vary Based on Early Life Parental Abuse and Neglect?” Society for 

Longitudinal and Life Course Studies annual meeting. Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland. 

 

Carr, Deborah, Katherine Lin, and Sarah Burgard. 2015. “Occupational Differences in Advance 

Care Planning: Are Medical and Legal Professionals More Likely to Plan?” American 

Sociological Association annual meeting. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2014. “Psychosocial Resilience in the Face of Late-life Spousal Loss: Which 

Coping Tactics Are Most Protective? “Gerontological Society of America annual 

meetings. 

 

Carr, Deborah and Elizabeth A. Luth. 2014. “Perceptions of Own and Spouse’s Survival: Do 

Life Span Projections Affect End-of-Life Health Care Planning?” American Sociological 

Association annual meetings. 
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Carr, Deborah, Vicki A. Freedman, Jennifer C. Cornman. 2014. “Does Marital Quality Protect 

Against Distress? Marital Quality and Momentary Negative Mood in Later Life.”  

Population Association of America annual meeting. 

 

Carr, Deborah, Betty J. Kramer, Sara M. Moorman, and Kathrin Boerner. 2013. “Does Advance 

Care Planning Protect Against Family Conflict? Assessing the Care Context Pathways.” 

Gerontological Society of America 2013 annual meeting, 

 

Carr, Deborah, Holly G. Prigerson, Kathrin Boerner, and Sara M. Moorman. 2013. “Can 

Advance Care Planning Minimize Distress among the Bereaved? Assessing Death 

Quality Pathways.” Gerontological Society of America 2013 annual meeting. 

 

Crandall, Carolyn J., Arun S. Karlamangla, Sharon Stein Merkin, Neil Binkley, Deborah Carr, 

Gail A. Greendale, and Teresa Seeman. 2013. “Parental Divorce or Death is Associated 

with Lower Adult Bone Strength: The Midlife in the U.S. Study.” American Society of 

Bone and Mineral Research 2013 annual meeting.  

 

Carr, Deborah, Vicki A. Freedman, Jennifer C. Cornman, and Norbert Schwarz. 2013. “Happy 

Marriage, Happy Life?  Marital Quality and Subjective Well-Being in Later Life.” 

American Sociological Association 2013 annual meeting.  

 

Carr, Deborah and Kathrin Boerner.  2013. “Dating after Late-Life Spousal Loss: Does it 

Compromise Relationships with Adult Children?”  American Sociological Association 

2013 annual meeting. 

 

Hofferth, Sandra, Sarah Flood, Deborah Carr, and Yoonjoo Lee. 2013. “Active Lifestyle, Health, 

and Perceived Well-being.” Population Association of America 2013 annual meeting. 

 

Raymo, James M., and Deborah Carr. 2013. “Marriage and Mental health in Mid-life: A U.S.-

Japan Comparison.” Population Association of America 2013 annual meeting. 

 

Boerner, Kathrin and Deborah Carr. 2012. “The Role of Family Relationships in Advance Care 

Planning: How Do They Encourage or Hinder Planning?” Gerontological Society of 

America 2012 annual meeting. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2012. “The Social Stratification of Older Adults’ Preparations for End of Life 

Health Care.” American Sociological Association 2012 annual meeting. 

 

Reczek, Corinne, Tetyana Pudrovska and Deborah Carr. 2012. “Marital Status, Marital 

Transitions, and Alcohol Use: A Mixed-Methods Study.” American Sociological 

Association 2012 annual meeting. 

 

Herd, Pamela, Kamil Sicinski, and Deborah Carr. 2011. “Pretty in High School and Happy in 

Old Age: Links between Attractiveness and Emotional Well-being across the Life 

Course.” Gerontological Society of America 2011 annual meeting. 

 



Car, Deborah. 2011. “Racial and Ethnic Differences in Advance Care Planning (ACP): 

 Identifying Subgroup Patterns and Obstacles.” Gerontological Society of America 2011 

annual meeting.  

 

Carr, Deborah. 2011. “’I Don’t Want to Die Like That…’: Impact of Significant Others’ 

Suffering on Advance Care Planning.” Presented at Gerontological Society of America 

2011 annual meeting. 

 

Carr, Deborah, Kristen Springer, Heather Batson, and Lauren Murphy. 2011. “Does Size Matter? 

Assessing the Impact of Obesity on Women’s and Men’s Sexual Behavior and 

Satisfaction.” American Sociological Association 2011 annual meeting. 

 

Moorman, Sara, Deborah Carr, Bernard J. Hammes, and Karin T. Kirchhoff. 2010. “Evaluating 

the Respecting Choices® Advance Care Planning Program: An Indirect Assessment 

Using the Wisconsin Longitudinal Study.” Gerontological Society of America 2010 

annual meeting. 

 

Carr, Deborah. 2010 “Racial Differences in End-of-Life Planning: Why Don’t Blacks and 

Latinos Prepare for the Inevitable?” Gerontological Society of America 2010 annual 

meeting. 

 

Sharp, Shane and Deborah Carr. 2010. “Religion and Formal Preparations for End of Life 

Medical Care: Assessing the Effects of Religious Denomination, Beliefs, and Practices.” 

Gerontological Society of America 2010 annual meeting. 

 

Tsenkova, Vera, Deborah Carr, Dale Schoeller and Carol Ryff. 2010. “Perceived Weight 

Discrimination, Adiposity, and Glycemic Control: Adding Insult to Injury.” Obesity 

Society 2010 annual meeting. 

 

Sharp, Shane, Deborah Carr, Cameron MacDonald and Erin Madden. 2010. “Religion and End-

of-Life Treatment Preferences: Assessing the Effects of Denomination, Beliefs, and 

Practices.” American Sociological Association 2010 annual meeting. 

 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

 

Blogposts 

Selected blogposts for Psychology Today, on “Bouncing Back: Overcoming Stress and Surviving 

Life’s Challenges.” 

 “The Most Important Thing You Can Do Right Now” (May 17, 2020) 

 “Celebrating Mother’s Day When Your Mom is Gone” (May 9, 2020). 

 “5 Reasons to Stop Worrying About Being Single.” (June 4, 2016). 

Goodbye Stranger: Three Reasons Why It’s Normal (and Healthy) to Mourn Celebrity 

Deaths. (January 19, 2016). 

 “3 Reasons Why Gifting Goes Wrong and 3 Ways to Do It Better.” (December 19. 2015). 

 “50 Isn’t the New 30 (and Why That’s a Good Thing).  (November 8, 2015). 

 “3 Reasons to Stop Comparing Yourself to Others.” (August 8. 2015). 

 “’That Thing is Huge’: How We (Unwittingly) Hurt Overweight Americans.” (July 8, 

2015). 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/bouncing-back-0
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/bouncing-back/202005/the-most-important-thing-you-can-do-right-now
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/bouncing-back/202005/celebrating-mothers-day-when-your-mom-is-gone
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/bouncing-back/201606/5-reasons-stop-worrying-about-being-single
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/bouncing-back/201601/goodbye-stranger
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/bouncing-back/201601/goodbye-stranger
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/bouncing-back/201512/3-reasons-why-gifting-goes-wrong
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/bouncing-back/201511/50-isnt-the-new-30-and-why-s-good-thing
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/bouncing-back/201508/3-reasons-stop-comparing-yourself-others
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/bouncing-back/201507/thing-is-huge
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“Gone Daddy Gone: Surviving Father’s Day When Your Dad is Deceased.” (June 18, 

2015). 

 

Selected Blogposts for Oxford University Press 

 “Why the Holidays are the Loneliest Time for Seniors” (December 23, 2019). 

 “Why Hurricanes are Deadly for Older People.” (September 20, 2019). 

 “National Volunteer Month: A Reading List.” (April 7, 2018). 

 “National Family Caregivers Month: A Reading List.” (November 8, 2017). 

“World Elder Abuse Day: A Reading List on Elder Mistreatment and Neglect.” (June 15, 

2017).  

“Celebrating LGBT Pride Month: A Reading List on LGBT Older Adults.” (June 1, 

2017). 

“World Internet Day: A Reading List on Older Adults’ Internet Use.” (October 29. 2016). 

 “LGBT Pride Month: A Reading List on LGBT Older Adults.” (June 23, 2016). 

 “The Importance of Long-Time Marriage for Health and Happiness.” (February 14, 

2016). 

 “Grandparent’s Day: A Reading List.” (September 13, 2015). 

 

Selected Commentaries and Essays 

Carr, Deborah. 2019. “Let's Work to Make Sure Older Americans Have Greater Financial 

Security in Retirement.” The Hill (May 21, 2019). 

Carr, Deborah. 2019. “Will the SECURE Act Really Bring Retirement Security to Older 

Americans?” Next Avenue (April 25, 2019). 

Essays for Contexts Magazine (an American Sociological Association publication): 

“Cheating Hearts: Infidelity in the United States.”  Vol. 9(4): 58-60. 2010. 

“Golden Years? Poverty among Older Americans.” Vol. 9(1): 62-63. 

[Reprinted in The Contexts Reader, 2nd ed., edited by Doug Hartmann, Chris 

Uggen, New York: W. W. Norton]. 2010. 

 “Worries over a Population Implosion?” Vol. 8(1): 58-59. 2009 

“Gender Politics.” Vol. 7(3): 58-59. 2008 

“Middle (Aged) Kingdom?” Vol. 7(2): 52-53. 2008 

“Keeping the Faith.” Vol. 7(1): 52-53. 2008 

“The Cost of Kids.” Vol. 6(4): 60. 2007 

 “Global Digital Divide.” Vol. 6(3): 58. 2007 

 “Baby Blues.” Vol. 6(2): 62. 2007 

 “Body Work.” Vol. 6(1): 58. 207 

 “Good Grief: Bouncing Back from a Spouse’s Death.” Vol. 5(4):22-26. 2006 

 “A Few Good Men.” Vol. 5(3): 40. 2006 

  “Monkeying with Science.” Vol. 5(2):50. 2006. 

 “A Place to Call Home.” Vol. 5(1):45. 2006. 

 “Black Death, White Death.” Vol. 4(4): 43. 2005. 

 “Defining ‘Moral’.” Vol. 4(3):15. 2005. 

  “Mothers at Work.” Vol. 4(2): 51. 2005. 

“Capturing the Youth Vote” Vol. 4(1): 47. [Reprinted in Understanding Society: An 

Introductory Reader, 3rd ed., edited by Margaret L. Andersen, Kim A. Logio, and 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/bouncing-back/201506/gone-daddy-gone
https://blog.oup.com/2019/12/why-the-holidays-are-the-loneliest-time-for-seniors/
https://blog.oup.com/2019/09/why-hurricanes-are-deadly-for-older-people/
https://blog.oup.com/2018/04/national-volunteer-month-reading-list/
https://blog.oup.com/2017/11/national-family-caregivers-month-reading-list/
https://blog.oup.com/2017/06/world-elder-abuse-awareness-day-reading-list/
https://blog.oup.com/2017/06/world-elder-abuse-awareness-day-reading-list/
https://blog.oup.com/2017/06/lgbt-pride-month-older-adults-gerontology/
https://blog.oup.com/2017/06/lgbt-pride-month-older-adults-gerontology/
https://blog.oup.com/2016/10/world-internet-day-reading-list/
http://blog.oup.com/2016/06/lgbt-older-adults-reading-list/?utm_source=feedblitz&utm_medium=FeedBlitzRss&utm_campaign=oupblog
http://blog.oup.com/2016/02/importance-long-term-marriage-health/
http://blog.oup.com/2015/09/grandparents-day-reading-list/
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/444760-lets-work-to-make-sure-older-americans-have-greater-financial
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/444760-lets-work-to-make-sure-older-americans-have-greater-financial
https://www.nextavenue.org/secure-act-retirement-security-to-older-americans/
https://www.nextavenue.org/secure-act-retirement-security-to-older-americans/


Howard F. Taylor. Wadsworth. 2009]. 2005  

“Political Polls: A Primer” and “20 Questions a Sociologist Should Ask about Poll 

Results.” Vol. 4(1): 32-33. 2005 

 

Selected Public and Community Lectures 

Public lectures on Worried Sick: How Stress Hurt Us and How to Bounce Back, presented at 

Barnes & Noble (New Brunswick, NJ), libraries and community groups. 2014-2017. 

 

Public lectures on Making Up with Mom: Why Mothers and Daughters Disagree about Kids, 

Cooking, and Careers (and What to Do About It), presented at Barnes & Noble (North 

Brunswick, NJ); Borders Bookstore (Farmington Hills, MI; Ann Arbor, MI; Cranston, RI; 

Vienna, VA); Jewish Federation of Orange County (Irvine, CA); public libraries (Westport, CT; 

Highland Park, NJ; Old Bridge; NJ); Jewish Community Centers (Montgomery, AL; Boynton 

Beach, FL: Tampa, FL; Rockville, MD; Cherry Hill, NJ; Reading, PA; Memphis, TN.  2008-09. 

“If Nothing is Certain but Death and Taxes, Why Do So Few Americans Prepare for the End of 

Life?” Henry Rutgers Scholars Lecture. Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ. May 2010. 

 

TEACHING 

Courses Taught 

 Health, Society, and Culture (undergraduate) 

 Social Inequalities in Health (undergraduate/graduate) 

 Normality & Abnormality (undergraduate) 

 Honors in Sociology Seminar (undergraduate) 

 Introduction to Sociology (undergraduate) 

 Introductory Social Psychology (undergraduate) 

 Social Structure and Personality (graduate) 

 Sociology of the Life Course (graduate) 

 Social Demography of Aging (graduate) 

 Analysis of Sociological Data II (graduate) 

 Introduction to Demography (graduate) 

 Social Psychology (graduate) 

 Quantitative Analysis Writing Seminar (graduate) 

 Death & Dying (undergraduate/graduate) 

 

Formal Mentoring 

 

Brandeis University 

 Eun Ha Namkung (2018-20), Postdoctoral Fellow, Lurie Institute for Disability Policy 

The Heller School for Social Policy and Management. 

 

Boston University. 

Qualifying paper committees: Stuti Das, Braxton Jones, Sara Lillo, Sara Snitselaar; Kristen Tzoc. 

Dissertation committees:  Selma Hedlund, Sarah Hosman, Benjamin Kampler, Kit Man, Heather 

Mooney, Arden O’Donnell (Social Work), Rachelle Reinhart, Sara Snitselaar, Elina 

Tochilinikova 
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Rutgers University 

Postdoctoral Fellows, National Institute of Mental Health Training Program 

 Jessica Allen (2012-13), Assistant Clinical Professor and Associate Director of 

Undergraduate Studies, Department of Psychology, University of Alabama. 

 Eliva Ambugo (2012-14), Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Health Management and 

Health Economics, Institute of Health and Society, University of Oslo. 

 Tracy Chu (2008-09), Associate Professor, Health and Nutrition Sciences, Brooklyn 

College and City University of New York. 

 Mei-Chia Fong (2013-14), Research Scientist, New York City Department of Health and 

Mental Hygiene. 

 Sarah Hertzog (2010-12), Program Officer, John Templeton Foundation. 

 Dawne Mouzon (2010-11) Associate Professor, Bloustein School of Planning and Public 

Policy, Rutgers University. 

 Jason Rodriquez (2009-11), Associate Professor of Sociology, University of 

Massachusetts-Boston. 

 David Russell (2007-09). Assistant Professor of Sociology, Appalachian State 

University; Senior Evaluation Scientist, Center for Home Care Policy and Research. 

 Azure Thompson (2009-11), Research Scientist and Associate Director of Policy and 

Research Analysis for The National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse (CASA). 

 H. Shellae Versey (2012-15), Assistant Professor of Psychology, Fordham University. 

 

Dissertation Chair/Co-Chair 

 Bodnar-Deren, Susan. “A Multidimensional Approach to Understanding Advance Care 

Planning in Older Adults: The Impact of Function and Perceived Burden” (defended June 

2011). Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Mount Sinai School of Medicine (2011-12), 

Associate Professor of Sociology, Virginia Commonwealth University. 

 Cohen, Laurie. “Multiple Pathways to High School Success” (in progress). 

 Jaffe, Karen.  “Forming Fat Identities” (defended 3/2008). Senior Survey Research 

Associate, Consumers’ Union. 

 Lee, Chioun. “The Long-Term Effects of Childhood Abuse on Physiological 

Dysregulation in Midlife.” (defended 7/2012). Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Office of 

Population Research, Princeton University (2012-14); Health Disparities Research 

Scholar, University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health (2014-17). 

Assistant Professor of Sociology, University of California-Riverside (2018-). 

 Luth, Elizabeth. “Advancing our Understanding of a Good Death: How social 

Inequalities, End-of-Life Planning, and Proxy Characteristics Influence our 

Understanding of “Good Death” Using Multidimensional Measures of Perceived Death 

Quality” (defended March 2017). Postdoctoral fellow, Department of Behavioral 

Geriatrics, Weill Cornell Medical School. 

 Murphy, Lauren. “Neighborhood Influences on Older Adults’ Well-Being” (defend 5/19). 

Postdoctoral fellow, Kessler Institute. 

 Nugent, Colleen. “Parental Preferences for the Gender Composition of Children: Causes, 

Correlates, and Consequences” (defended 9/2012). Research Scientist, National Center 

for Health Statistics (December 2013-present). 



 Pristavec, Teja. “Three Studies on the Caregiving Experience.”  (co-chair with S. 

Bzostek). (Defense date March 2018). Research Assistant Professor of Statistical 

Sciences at the University of Virginia Biocomplexity Institute and Initiative (BII) Social 

and Decision Analytics Division (SDAD). 

 Smith, Dena. “On the Boundaries between Meaning-making and Medicalization 

in Contemporary American Psychiatry” (defended September 2011). Visiting Assistant 

Professor of Sociology, Goucher College (2011-14); Associate Professor of Sociology, 

University of Maryland-Baltimore County (September 2014- ). 

 Szymkowiak, Dorota. “Race Differences in Mental Health Services for Depression and 

Anxiety: Treatment Rates, Settings and Quality among Whites, Blacks, and Latinos in the 

Collaborative Psychiatric Epidemiology Surveys” (defended 8/2010). Data Analyst, 

Philadelphia Department of Public Health. 

 Thurman, Katie. “Effects of Early-Life? Physical and Sexual Victimization on Adulthood 

Socioeconomic Status (SES): Assessing the Role of Timing and Source of Abuse.” (April 

2016). Postdoctoral fellow, Center for Gender, Sexuality, Law and Policy, Rutgers 

University-Newark (2016-18); Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Passaic 

Community College (2018-present). 

 Hakim Zainiddinov. “Differences in Perceived Discrimination among Muslim 

Americans.” (Defended March 2016). Postdoctoral Fellow in Sociology, Bowdoin 

College. 

 

Dissertation Committee Member 

Department of Sociology: Stephanie Alves (in progress), Ivana Brown (2010), Lisa 

Campion (in progress), Neha Gondal (2013), Jenna Howard (2008), Dmitry Khodyakov 

(2008), Anna Looney (2004), Jamie McLennan (2005), Julie McLaughlin (2004), Dawne 

Mouzon (2010), Karen Stein (2012); Department of Psychology: Kim Robinson (2010). 

 

Qualifying Paper Committees 

 Stephanie Alves, Heather Batson, Crystal Bedley, Colleen Bloom, Susan Bodnar-Deren, 

Kate Burrows, Cori Carfagno, Laurie Cohen, Tom DeGloma, Anna Forster, Asia 

Friedman, Shelley Germana, Neha Gondal, Tsai-Yen Han, Jennifer Hemler, Jenna 

Howard, Chris Jackson, Kathy Jackson, Karen Jaffe, Shatima Jones, Oh-Jung Kwon, Eric 

Kushins, Chioun Lee, Elizabeth Luth, Dawne Mouzon, Lauren Murphy, Amita Patel, 

Neha Patel, Brian McCormack, Jason Phillips, Monique Porow, Teja Pristavec, Colleen 

Nugent, Katie Rodgers, Jackie Serbu, Richard Shank, Theresa Simpson, Alena Singleton, 

Dena Smith, Samantha Spitzer, Karen Stein, Lindsay Stevenson, Dorota Szymkowiak, 

Virginia Tangel, Katie Thurman, Terri Viggiano, Hakim Zainiddinov. 

 

Undergraduate Honors Mentor, Department of Sociology: 

 Justine Abrams, Deborah Andover, Megan Casper, Christopher Hedges (Winner of Best 

Undergraduate Poster Awards, 2010 annual meeting of Eastern Sociological Society), 

Kristen Ferris, Shannon McIlroy, Tori Moskovciak, Patricia Willis. 

 

Undergraduate Honors Mentor, University-Wide Programs: 

 Kristyn Byrnes, Melodie Hodge, Miriam Nelles. 

 

Project L/EARN Mentor, Institute for Health, Health Care Policy, and Aging Research: 

 Mamun Ahmed, Andrew Chang, Nicole DePasquale, Melodie Hodge, Sarah Mahran. 
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University of Wisconsin 

Dissertation Chair/Co-Chair: 

 Moorman, Sara (associate professor of sociology, Boston College). “End-of-Life 

Planning among Married Couples” (defended 6/09) 

 Pudrovska, Tetyana (associate professor of sociology, University of Texas-Austin). 

“Psychological Implications of Mother and Fatherhood in Midlife: Evidence from Sibling 

Models” (defended 6/08) 

 

Dissertation Committee Member: Madison: Mei-Chia Fong (NIMH Postdoctoral Fellow, Rutgers 

University); Jeong-Hwa Ho (associate professor of sociology, Ajou University, Korea); Shane 

Sharp (associate professor of sociology, Northern Illinois University). 

Masters’ Thesis Committees: Mei-Chia Fong (defended 5/08), Hyun-Sik Kim (defended 5/08), 

James Yonker (defended 3/08). 

 

Undergraduate Thesis Mentor, Department of Sociology: Emily Nell, Emily Schmitt. 

 

University of Michigan 

Dissertation Chair/Co-Chair:   

 Anderson, Deborah (research specialist, Autism and Communication Disorders Centers, 

University of Michigan). “Predicting Longer-Term Psychological Well-Being in Women 

Who Have Left Their Abusive Partners.” Defended 7/2001. 

 Cornman, Jennifer (independent statistical consultant, Jennifer C. Cornman Consulting) 

“Understanding the Ties that Bind: Parent-Child Value Similarity in Taiwanese 

Families.” Defended 5/1999. 

 Malat, Jennifer (Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Virginia 

Commonwealth University). “Racial Differences in Satisfaction with Health Care 

Providers: An Evaluation of Three Explanations.” Defended 7/2000. 

 Peracca, Sara. (Research Health Science Specialist at San Francisco VA Health Care 

System). “Economic Change and Individual Well-Being in Thailand: An Examination of 

Health and Education.” Defended 8/2001. (Manager, Cool the Earth) 

 Utz, Rebecca (associate professor of sociology, University of Utah). “Obesity in 

America, 1960-2000.” Defended 8/2004. (Winner of 2005 Robert G. Simmons 

Outstanding Dissertation Award in Medical Sociology from the American Sociological 

Association). 

 

Dissertation Committees 

 Department of Sociology: Brent Berry (2001), Lindsay Custer (2004), Jung-Hwa Ha 

(2006), Seth Hauser (2003), Michelle Harris-Reid (1998), Colwick Wilson (2002) 

 Department of Psychology:  Daniel Friedland (1999). 

 

Undergraduate Honors Committee, Department of Sociology: Ann Bell, Stephanie Ferguson, 

Megan Furnish, Sharon Herrick, Laurie Jablonski, Judith Rosenstein.  

 



Other Universities 

Dissertation Committees:  

 Sandra Bradley, School of Medicine, Flinders University, Australia (Defended 7/15); 

Croft Campbell-Higgins, Department of Education, University of Toronto (Defended 

4/2000); Farimah Dokoushkani, Department of Human Ecology, Universiti Putra 

Malaysia (May 2016); Angela Ghesquiere, School of Social Work, Columbia University 

(Defended 5/2012); Yoko Hayashi, Department of Psychology, Deakin University, 

Australia (Defended 2/2008); Katje Wagner, Department Clinical/Somatic Psychology at 

Santa Barbara Graduate Institute (Defended 4/2012). 

 

Master’s Thesis Committees: 

 Holly Fee, Department of Sociology, Bowling Green University (defended June 2011).  

 In Jeong Hwang, Department of Sociology, Harvard University (in progress). 

 

Grants 

Co-Investigator (with Brittany Battle), “Multigenerational Mentoring (MGM) Program,” funded 

by Project AGER: Advancing Graduate Education at Rutgers, a National Science 

Foundation (NSF) initiative based at the Graduate School–New Brunswick. $2,500. 

 

Other Teaching Experience 

Co-Instructor, “Changing Lives of Older Couples” workshop. Summer Institute in Survey 

Research Techniques. Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan. June 2002. 

Instructor in Family Demography, Institute of Sociology, Hanoi, Vietnam. June 1998. Co-

instructor for week-long course on family demography for Vietnamese sociologists. 

 

SELECTED HONORS AND AWARDS 

 

Recipient, 2020 Richard Kalish Innovative Publication Award, Gerontological Society of 

America, Golden Years? Social Inequality in Later Life (Russell Sage, 2019). 

 

Member, Academy of Behavioral Medicine Research, 2011- 

 

Recipient, Module Competition, 2012 National Health and Aging Trends Survey (NHATS), for 

module “End of Life Planning and Preparations.”   

 

Invited Participant, “Approaching Death, Fourteen Years Later: Where Are We Now?” meeting, 

Institute of Medicine, Washington, DC. January 2011. 

 

Member, Sociological Research Association, 2008- 

 

Fellow, Gerontological Society of America, Behavioral and Social Sciences section, 2006- 

 

Fellow, Center for Historical Analysis, Seminar on “Gendered Passages in Historical 

Perspective: Single Women.” Rutgers University, 2003-2004. 

 

Affiliate, Center for Demography of Health and Aging. University of Wisconsin. June 2002- 

 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health Policy Scholars Fellowship, 2000-2002 (declined). 
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SERVICE  

 

Editorial Activities 

Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences, 2015-20. 

 

Advisory Board Member, Encyclopedia of Gerontology and Population Aging, edited by 

Danan Gu and Matthew E. DuPre. New York: Springer. 

 

Associate Editor, Handbook of Aging and the Social Sciences, 8th ed. (2015), edited by Linda K. 

George and Kenneth Ferraro. New York: Academic Press. 

 

Editorial Board and Press Council, Rutgers University Press. Member, 2009-13, Chair 2013-17. 

 

Trends Editor, Contexts (A publication of the American Sociological Association), 2004-2011. 

 

Deputy Editor, Social Psychology Quarterly, 2010-13. 

 

Deputy Editor, Journal of Marriage and Family, 2005-2008; 2011-2014. 

 

Editorial Board, Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences, 2006-8, 2013-15; Journal of Health 

and Social Behavior, 2006-08, 2015-17; Journal of Marriage and Family, 2004-05, 

2008-13 2020-22; Research on Aging 2012-2015; Social Science Research, 2011-present, 

Sociological Forum, 2006-15; Sociology Compass, 2006-present. 

 

Occasional reviewer, textbook manuscripts, Harcourt-Brace, McGraw Hill, Prentice-Hall, 

Rowman & Littlefield; SAGE; Thompson-Wadsworth. 

 

Occasional reviewer, monographs: American Psychological Association; Baywood; Bruner-

Routledge; Elsevier, Inc.; The Johns Hopkins University Press; Polity Press; Oxford 

University Press; University of California Press. 

 

Advisory Activities 

Data Monitoring Committee, National Health and Aging Trends Survey (NHATS), 2019-

present. 

 

Board of Overseers, Panel Study of Income Dynamics (PSID). 2019-present. 

 

Advisory Board, Longitudinal Aging Study Amsterdam (LASA). 2019. 

 

National Advisory Committee, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health Policy Scholars 

Program, August 2012-June 2016. 

 

Advisory Board, American Time Use Survey (ATUS) and IPUMS Time Use Project, University 

of Maryland, 2011-present. 

 

 

 



Board of Overseers, General Social Survey (GSS), National Opinion Research Center at the 

University of Chicago. 2008-2012; Board Chair, 2012-16. Aging Module Committee 

Chair; Representative to International Social Survey Programme; Health Module 

Committee Chair.  

 

Consultant, National Center for Marriage Research, Bowling Green University. Co-organizer of 

NICHD-sponsored conference on Families and Health, June 2009. 

 

Project Advisory Board, Longitudinal Study of Generations (LSOG), University of Southern 

California. 2007-08. 

 

Invited Participant, Health and Retirement Study Psychosocial Measures Module development 

meeting. Orlando, FL. November 2005. 

 

Invited Participant, Panel Survey Development Conference. Center for Aging, University of 

Medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey, September 2005. 

 

Grant Review Panels 

European Research Council. SH3 Panel (“The Social World, Diversity, Population”). November 

2016- February 2017. 

 

Study Section member, National Institutes of Health, Social Sciences and Population Studies B 

(SSPB), July 2015-June 2019. 

 

Reviewer: Alzheimer’s Association; U.S.-Israel Binational Science Foundation; Canada 

Research Chairs Program; Cariplo Foundation (Italy); Czech Science Foundation; Dunhill 

Medical Trust Research Grant Program; Israel Science Foundation; Marchionne Foundation; 

Economic and Social Research Council (United Kingdom); National Cancer Institute; National 

Science Foundation; Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research; Netherlands; Swiss 

National Science Foundation; United States Army Medical Research. 

 

Professional Associations 

American Sociological Association.  

Elected to Council Member at Large, 2011-13 (declined). 

Excellence in Reporting of Social Issues Award Selection Committee, 2008-09; Co-

Chair, 2009-11. 

Section on Social Psychology:  Council Member, 2008-10; Nominations Committee 

2012-14; Cooley-Mead Distinguished Scholar Award Committee, 2014-15; Cooley-Mead 

Distinguished Scholar Award Committee Chair, 2015-16; Professional and External 

Affairs Committee, 2016-18. 

Section on Medical Sociology: Nominations Chair, 2006-08; Nominations Committee 

Member, 2005-06; Chair-Elect, 2018-19; Chair, 2019-20; Past Chair, 2020-21. 

Section on Mental Health: Nominations Chair, 2011-13. 

Section on Aging and the Life Course: Chair-Elect, 2013-14; Chair 2014-15; Past-Chair 

2015-16. Nominations Committee Chair, 2015-16; Outstanding Publication Award 

committee, 2016-17; Council Member, 2006-08; Mentoring Committee, 2006-08; 

Membership Chair, 2002-06; Student Paper Award Committee, 2000. 

Section on Sociology of Family: Student Paper Award Committee, 2006-07; 

Distinguished Career Award Committee, 2012-13, 2014-15. 
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Gerontological Society of America, Committee Member at Large, Task Force on Women, 2008-

2010; Committee Member at Large, Behavioral and Social Sciences (BSS) Section, 

2010-12; Chair, BSS Membership Committee, 2010-12; BSS Representative to Task 

Force on Mentoring, 2011-14; Strategic Planning Working Group, 2019-present. 

 

Population Association of America, Board of Directors, 2020-23. 

 

Professional Meetings (Since 2010). 

Invited discussant, “Marital Effects in Later Life: Dyadic Approaches and Gender Differences.” 

Gerontological Society of America annual meeting. Remote. 2020. 

 

Invited discussant, “Breaking the Silence Associated with Death and Dying: New Directions in 

End-of-Life Research.” Gerontological Society of America annual meeting. Remote. 

2020. 

 

Invited discussant, “Memories of Lost Loved Ones.” Gerontological Society of America annual 

meeting. Remote. 2020. 

 

Organizer, “Economic and Social Influences on Later-Life Well-Being: New Evidence from the 

NLSY79.” Gerontological Society of America annual meeting. Remote. 2020. 

 

Invited discussant, “Gender Inequalities in Health.” Population Association of America Annual 

meeting, Washington, DC. 2020. (meeting cancelled). 

 

Discussant, “Cumulative Disadvantage of Early-Life Adversity and Health in Midlife and Later 

Adulthood.” Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, Austin, TX, 2019. 

 

Discussant, “Novel Data and Approaches to the Study of Health and Aging in NSHAP.” 

Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, Austin, TX, 2019. 

 

Discussant, “Bereavement in A Family Context.” Gerontological Society of America annual 

meeting, Austin, TX, 2019. 

 

Discussant, “Secondary Data Sources for Research on Aging.” American Sociological 

Association annual meeting, New York, 2019. 

 

Discussant, “Romantic Relationships and Well-Being in Later Life” Session. Gerontological 

Society of America annual meeting, Boston 2018. 

 

Discussant, “Later Life Partnership and Well Being” Session. Gerontological Society of America 

annual meeting, Boston 2018. 

 

Organizer, “Understanding Life Course Influences on Midlife Health and Well-Being: New 

Explorations from the NLSY79” symposium. Gerontological Society of America annual 

meeting, Boston 2018. 

 

 



Discussant, “Time Use, Health and Well-Being” Session. Time Use across the Life Course 

conference. University of Maryland, June 2018. 

 

Organizer, “Health Care through a Sociological Lens” session, Medical Sociology section, 

American Sociological Association 2017 annual meetings. 

 

Panelist, “How to Publish: From Start to Finish and Beyond” symposium. International 

Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics annual meeting, San Francisco, 2017. 

 

Panelist, “Global Aging & the International Dissemination of Knowledge: Publishing 

Opportunities in Gerontology” symposium.  International Association of Gerontology 

and Geriatrics annual meeting, San Francisco, 2017. 

 

Organizer, “Time Use among Older Adults: Differentials and Implications for Well-Being” 

symposium. International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics annual meeting, San 

Francisco, 2017. 

 

Organizer, “Oral Health in Later Life: Research Challenges, Opportunities and Innovations” 

symposium. International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics annual meeting, San 

Francisco, 2017. 

 

Organizer, “Union Dissolution and Repartnering in Later Life” sessions.  Population Association 

of America annual meeting, Chicago, 2017.  

 

Discussant, “Families, Gender and Time Use” session. Time Use across the Life Course 

Conference, Maryland Population Research Center, College Park, MD, 2016. 

 

Organizer, “Aging and Families” sessions. Population Association of America annual meeting. 

Washington, DC. 2016. 

 

Discussant, “Caregiver Well-Being” session, Population Association of America annual meeting, 

Washington, DC. 2016. 

 

Discussant, “Dyadic Approaches to Marriage and Health.” Gerontological Society of America 

annual meeting, Orlando, FL, 2015. 

 

Discussant, “Psychosocial and Spiritual Connections across End-of-Life Care Settings.” 

Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, Washington, DC, 2014. 

 

Discussant. “Health.”  Conference on Perspectives on Time Use in the U.S., University of 

Maryland, College Park, MD. 2014. 

 

Discussant, “The Health of Sexual Minorities” session. Population Association of America 

annual meeting. 2014.  

 

Discussant, “Preferences and Plans for Future Care: Patients, Providers, and Geographic 

Differences Symposium.” Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, 2013.  
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Discussant, “Living Apart Together in Later Life: Qualitative Research Findings from North 

America and Europe.” Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, 2012 

 

Discussant, “Patterns and Significance of Sibling Relationships in Adulthood” Symposium 

session. Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, 2012. 

 

Organizer, “Integrating a Family-Focus into Health & Health Care: Implications of Research for 

Policy & Practice” Symposium session.  Selected as Presidential Symposium, 

Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, 2012. 

 

Discussant, “Till Death Do Us Part: Contexts and Implications of Marriage, Divorce, and 

Remarriage” Symposium. Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, 2011. 

 

Organizer, “Witness to Significant Others’ Suffering:  Consequences for Adults’ Beliefs, 

Behaviors, and Emotions.” Symposium session. Gerontological Society of America 

annual meeting, 2011.  

 

Organizer, Invited Symposium session, “Bringing the Body Back in: Biology and the Life 

Course” Sociology of Aging and the Life Course section. American Sociological 

Association annual meeting, 2011. 

 

Organizer, “Psychosocial, Physical and Spiritual Influences on Advance Care Planning in an 

Ethnically Diverse Sample.” Gerontological Society annual meetings, 2010. 

 

Discussant, “Social and Demographic Forces Shaping How We Age” American Sociological 

Association annual meetings, 2010. 

 

Discussant, “Families and Health.” American Sociological Association annual meetings, 2010. 

 

Organizer, “Celebrating the Work of Sebastião Salgado: A Sociological Lens on Salgado's 

Documentary Photography.” American Sociological Association annual meetings, 2010. 

 

Discussant, “Social Determinants of Health: A Discussion of Marriage and Health Outcomes in 

African American Communities.” Department of Health and Human Services and 

Mathematica, Inc. Washington, DC. March 2010. 

 

Service to Boston University 

Chair, Social Science Task Force, 2019-21. 

Member, American Association of Universities, PhD Education Initiative committee, 2019-. 

Member, Academic Program Review Committee, 2020- 

Member, Seven Year Medical program admissions committee, 2017- 

Member, University Lecture committee, 2018. 

Member, College of Arts & Sciences (CAS) Dean Search Nominations Committee, 2018. 

Representative, Intra-University Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR), 2019- 

 



Service to Rutgers University 

Department of Sociology 

 Executive Committee, 2003-04, 2004-05, 2005-06, 2007-08, 2009-10, 2010-11, 2012-13, 

2013-14. 2014-15, 2016-17. 

 Graduate Program Committee, 2003-2004, 2004-2005, 2007-08, 2009-10, 2012-13, 

2013-14, 2014-15. 

 Personnel Committee, 2008-09, 2010-11, 2012-13, 2013-14. 

 Promotion Reading Committee, 2005-2006, 2011-12, 2014-15, 2015-16, 2016-17. 

 Faculty Mentor, 2005-2006, 2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10. 2013-14, 2014-15. 

 FASIP/FESI Committee, 2005-06, 2007-08, 2015-16. 

 Co-organizer, Department Colloquium, 2002-2003. 2012-15. 

 Search Committee, 2008-09 (chair); 2013-14.  

 

Institute for Health, Health Care Policy & Aging Research 

 FASIP Committee, 2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10. 

 Organizer, Colloquium Series, 2003-2004, 2004-2005, 2005-2006, 2007-08. 

 Restructuring of Rutgers Committee, 2002-2003. 

 Mentor, Project L/EARN, Summer 2003, 2005. 

 Promotion Reading Committee, 2005-2006; 2008-09; 2009-10. 2015-16. 

School of Arts and Sciences: Committee on Graduate Education, 2011-present; Appointments & 

Promotions Committee, 2008-present; University Senate, 2008-10; Honors College 

Steering Committee, 2014-15; SAS Dean’s Executive Committee, 2014-15. 

 

University: Chair, Search Committee, Director of Rutgers University Press, 2015-16; Chair, 

Academic Oversight Committee for Intercollegiate Athletics, 2016-18, Committee 

Member, 2010-16; Organizer of Public Engagement Program (PEP), 2015-present; 

Commencement Honorary Degree Committee, 2016-17. 

 

Graduate School (New Brunswick): Teaching Awards Committee, 2005-06. 2012-present; 

Executive Committee, 2005-06. 

 

School of Social Work: External Faculty Mentor, 2009-present; Advisory Committee on 

Appointments and Promotions, 2009-present.  

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

American Sociological Association (Aging and the Life Course, Medical Sociology, Mental 

Health, Social Psychology, Sociology of the Family). 

Council on Contemporary Families 

Eastern Sociological Society 

Gerontological Society of America 

Interdisciplinary Association for Population Health Science  

Population Association of America 

 

SELECTED MEDIA CONTACT 
ABC World News Tonight, BBC, Boston Globe, Boston Magazine, Business Insider, Canadian 

Broadcasting Corporation (CBC), Chicago Tribune, Christian Science Monitor, Chronicle of 

Higher Education, Deseret News, Fast Company, Fatherly, Forbes, Globe and Mail, Good 

Morning America, Harpers’ Magazine, Health Magazine, Houston Chronicle, Huffington Post, 

HuffPo Live, Kaiser Health News, Los Angeles Times, Money Magazine; National Public Radio, 
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NBC Nightly News, Newark Star Ledger, New York Magazine, New York Post, New York Times, 

Newsday, Newsweek, Next Avenue, Parents Magazine, Philadelphia Inquirer, Prevention, 

Psychology Today, Redbook, Salon, Self, Shape,  The Hill, TIME Magazine, USA Today, US 

News and World Report, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post. 

 

CONSULTING 

Consultant, National Development and Research Institutes. “Staying Safe: Long-Term Injection 

Drug Users (IDUs) Who Have Avoided HIV & Hepatitis C Virus (HCV).” Principal 

Investigator: Sam Friedman. April –December 2005. 

 

Consultant, Committee on National Statistics, Commission on Behavioral and Social Sciences 

and Education, National Research Council, 1995-1997. 

 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Contributing Editor, Miller-Freeman Co., Inc. New York, NY. 1991-1994. 

 

Editor (Assistant through Senior), Miller-Freeman Co., Inc. New York, NY. 1988-1991.  


