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INTRODUCTION

For some time the Department on the Cooperation of Men and Women in

Church and Societys of the World Council of Churchess has been concerned
with

a) encouraging the member-churches to give more thought to the need for a
greater Christian witness in the complexity of thinking and legislation
about the changing position of women and their responsibilities in
maklng their full contribution to society; and

b) the need for mnre adequate expression and representation of the points
of view of the member-churches, especially of the women, to the Com-
mission on the Status of Womens; of the Economic and Social Councils
of the United Nations.

The Department used the occasion of the meeting of this Commission in
Geneva to ask some women - and men also - to consult about these responsib-

ilities and also to attend some of the meetings of the Comm1s31on, to leamn
what it is doings

Beoause the “iorld Y.7.C.A. has had a greater experience in this field
and hasg held consultations in the pasts it was decided to . hold a joint Con-
sultatiorn during which we would concentrate upon two subjects on the agenda
of the Commission on the Status of Women -

the freedom of marriage and ' the freedom of work.

We also chose these two areas of interest because we know that many
women in the Y.W.CiA. and in the churches are already concerned about thew.

This booklet gives you:

1.  The report.of this Consultation pps 1 - 23
a) Freedom of marriage and its relation to famlly patterns:

" i. - Work done by the Commission on the Status of Women -~
Mme. Marie-Héléne Lefaucheuxs Representative of France
to the Commission pp.e 4 - 7

ii.  The Christian Viewpoint - The Rev. ‘Daisuke Kitagawas
W.C.Cs Staff member ppe 8 - 18

~b) Freedom of work, with special reference to working
women with family responsibilities:

i “Work done by the Comnission on the Status nf #omen -
Mrs. Agda ROssels Representative of Sweden to the :
Commission ppe 195 20

ii. The Christian Viewpoint - Mrs. Dirkse-Bresters, of ~
the Netherlands . : v ppe 21 - 23

24 The summary of .the Twelfth Session of the U.N. Commission
- :on the Status of Women - Dr. Alice Arnolds Consultant for
- Bocial and Intermational Questions of the Staff of the
World Y.W.C.4. ppe 24 - 37
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The discussion showed that the excellent work and thinking being done by
many Protestant church-women's organisations and the missions have not yet
found thelr expression before the U.N. Commission, nor has the work of the
Commission been brought back to them. The desire was expressed that this
knowledge > experience and concern of and for women, among both men and women
in the churchess should be made available and represented to the Commission
on the Status of Women by women. This implies consideration of the channels
of communication between the women of the Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox
Churches and the United Nations. It also means building up an informed opinion
on these issues in the churches which have. not yet considered them. The Con-
sultation gave consideration to the lack of witness in some of the churches
on problems related to the changing position of women in contemporary societys
the discrimination against them and the nbstacles which prevent them from
making their full contribution to society and to the Church.

The experience of this Consultation proved the importance and value of
following closely the work of the Commission - attendance at the Sessions,
close contact with members of the Commission and of the Secretariat and with
the other non-governmental organisations.

In conclusion, it was agreed that four major areas should be considered as
_ongoing concerns of the Churches and of the World Y.W.C.A.

1) Political rights for women, espeoially the access of women to public
office and the question of women holding positions of responsibility
in the churches; including the ministry;

2) Access of women tn education;

5) Economic opportunities for women;

4) The status of women in private law.
Under Point 4 we are espeolally enncerned about :

a) The fact that many girls - and boys too - are married as
children;

b) That in a number of countries there is no minimum age of
marriages or that the age.is very low;

¢) That many are married without their free consent, having no -
choice whatsoever of their life partner;

d) That there is frequently no official registration of a marriage
and that hence.a wife often has no legal protection (even as
regards the custody of her children), if her husband decides
to divorce her;

e) That in a number of countries there is still practised a ritual
operation upon young girls which mutilates and defiles their
physical integrity as well as thelr 1ntellectua1, psychological
and spiritusl integrity.

We believe that God must mean us to do something about these practices.
We also think that the time has come for Christian men and women, as well as
for the churches; to take more seriously the responsibility for further study
and work on the question of Christian marriage. In relation to the discussion
on married women who are working outside the home, the members of the Con-
sultation thought that the whole question of the meaning of the family in an
industrial and urban society requires deeper thinking and expressed the wish
that this question might be considered by the Department on "Church and
Societys of the World Council of Churches.
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Mrs. Doris BAGGOTT; Department for Education in Tropical Areas, University of
Londons Malet Street, London 7.C.1ls; BEngland
The Hon. Isabel CATIO; President of the World YWCA, 7 Arlington House;
Arlington Street, London S.'7.1; Fngland
Mrs, Ba Maung CHAIN, a Vice-President of the World YWCA; 51 B University
Avenues Rangoons Burma
Mrs. H.C. DIRKSE-BRESTERS; Chairmaris Executive Comalttee of World YWCA,
13 Ripperdastraat, Enschedes Holland
Vme. DU BOUSQUET DE FLORIAN, Member of the Association of the "Jeunes Femmes"
groups, 48 rue d'Alsace, Saumurs Malne et Loires
France
Pasteur André DUMAS, Chaplain of Protestant Students, Strasbourg; 7 Ave. de la
Forét-Noires Strasbourgs; Bas Ehin, France, Member of the
Committee of the Department on Cooperation
Miss Freda GWILLTAM, Adviser on Women's Education, Colonial Office; Sanctuary
Buildingss Great Smith- Street, London S.W.1l, England
Mrs. Esther HYMERs Directors Christian World Relations, United Church Womens
175 Tifth Avenue, New York City 105 U.S.A.
Miss Janet KYDD; a Member of Exeoutive Committee of World YWCAs and Professor
at the London School of Economiocsg; 2a Compton Terraces
London N+1, England
Prl. Hildegard LAMMERHIRDT Liaison Officer for Fcumenical Questions of the
Evangelical Church of Westphalia; Bielefeld,
Altstadter-Kirchplatz 5. Postfach, Germany
Miss Marion ROYCE; Director of the Women's Bureau of the Dept. of Labour of
Canada; Apartment 4, 60 Stanley Ave.s Ottawa, Canada
Dr. Elisabeth SCHWARZHAUPT: Member of the German Parliament at Bonn,; Bonns
Bundeshaus, Germany; Member of the Comunittee of
the Department on the Laity
Mrs. Hanako WATANABE, Chairman of the Fublic Affairs Committee of the Tokyo
YWCA; 15 A, Copse Hill, Wimbledons London S.%W.20, FEngland

Staff Members from Geneva

Dr. Alice ARNOLD; Secretary for Social and International Questionss World
YWCA, 37 Qual Wilsons Genevas Switzerland
Dr. Madelelne BAROT» Executive Secretary of the Department on the Cooperation
of Men and Women in Church and Societys W.C.Ca
The Rev. Daisuke KITAGAWA, Special Assistant for the Study on Rapid Social
Change s Department on Church and Society, W.C.C.
Miss Elizabeth PALMER, General Secretary, World YWCA
Dr. Elfan REES, Permanent Representative in Furope and Adviser for Refugee
Affairs of the Commission of the Churches on International
Affairs (CoCeIeh)
Miss Helen TURNBULLs Associate Secretarys Department on the Cooperation of
Men and Women in Church and Society, W.C.C.
Miss Jaqueline VAN STOETWEGEN, Associate General Secretarys World YWCA.







THE CHRISTIAN APPROACH TO WOMEL'S QUESTIONS

A Study Group Jointly sponsored by the World Y;V,C.A. and the Department on
the Cooperation of Men and Women in Church and Society

John Knox House, Geneva
March 27 —~ 30, 1958

Work done by the Commission on the Status of Women,

_of TCOSOC, United Nations

by Madame M,-H. Lefaucheux, of France

Madame Lefaucheux presented an account of the work done by the Commission
on the social and legal status of women in Private Law, of which the following -
is a summary:

The task of the Commission in this particular field is an arduous one
and the results achieved so far are less spectacular than in the field of
Political Rights, for it is more difficult to deal with problems relating to
the family than with mere general omes; it is easier to obtain political rights
than rights in the family (e.g. in Africa, or for that matter even in our own
Western countries). '

.. The worlk of the Commission in the field of the rights of women in Private
Law can be set under two headings: o )

1) The Studies and Resolutions concerning women in wp-to-date
or modern states;

2) The Studies and Resolutions concerning women in under-developed
countries.

Of course, this division is an artificial one, for human beings are the same
everywhere, ' '

Iet us for the moment consider our modern states, where women can usually

marry according to their own choice. _ We shall consider first the matrimonial
regime (the distribution of the property in the home) . It 'is necessary to

envisage the establishment of a legal regime applicable alike to all citizens,
a regime that will be satisfactory to all concerned, Marriage-contracts. are
only entered into by a small minority as a rule. There are two main systems:

a) HmtoftMawmmﬂﬁybfpmmmﬂy
b) that of the separation of proverty.

The aim of the Commission is o establish equality of rights in both
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systems, The first regime can be perfectly satisfactory, provided that both
spouses have the same rights of administration of the property. The second
regime can also prove satisfactory during the lifetime of the spouses, bubt in
case of decease mey lead to difficulties regarding the distribution of the
property.

The Commission has adopted a Resgolution proposing the common ownership
of property or the separation of property with fair distribution at the decease
of one of the spouses, according to the Scandinavian pattern. A practical
result has been that the Dutch law has now been adapted to this pattern,

The Commission also drafted a Regolution concerning the domicile of
married persong - providing that both spouses should have equal rights to
choose the conjugal domicile. So far, no results have been forthcoming.

A Recommendation has also been made by the Commission in favour of the
civil capacity of women, i,e, the right to appear before the law and of enter-
ing into contracts. This right, for example, does not exist in Belgium.
Pules that seem quite normal to us have not yet been put inbto practice in
certain countries that, in other ways, appear to us as quite up-~to-date.

Another Resolution was made regarding parental rights, requesting equality
of such rights, - Zxcept in the Scandinavian countries and the Soviet Union,
whenever there are differcnces of opinion between the parents concerning one
of their children, it is generally the father's decigion that prevails, i.e,
paternal authority. So far, there are no results to be reported in this field.

With regard to the right of a married woman to work without first requir-
ing the approval of her husband and her right to dispose freely of the salary
~she earns or the benefits she obtdlns Lrom her work, there are still very many
exceptlonq to this rule,

The special Study on the cuestion of taxation applicable separately to

" both spouses, i.e, the woman who works being'taxed on her own earnings, quite
apart from her husband - has had surprising results, following the work of the
Commission in this field: wvery satisfying resulbs in Belgium and Germany.

A Covenant on the nationality of married women was drawn up by the Com-
mission on the Status of Women, providing that the fact of marriage does not
imply that a woman should automatically renounce her original nationality.

Action of the Commission in favour of the inclusion of Article 16 (of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) in the Charter on Political
nghts - prov1dln¢ for equal rights of men and women in marriage.

This is where we come up against one of the typlcal problems fa01ng the
United Nations. In 1948, all member countries of the United Nations glibly
gigned the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, with great public.demonstra~
$ion. Then it was realized that Charters for the application of these high
principles had to be prepared: this is onc of the essential tasks of the
United Nations, which are at present in a positive quandary in this respect.




When the question came up of including Art, 16 in this Charter of applica-
tion, things came to a complete standstill. Apart.from the delegates of the
Soviet Union and other Communist countries, all the others took a position
against this particular right, especially the Moslem countries, including
Pakistan, When these delegates were reminded that they had signed the Declara-
tion of Human Rights, they replied that that Declaration was made only in very
general terms,

It has now been decided by the Commission to initiate two different Charters:

1) & Charter on Political Rights,

2) a Charter on Zconomic, Social and Cultural Rights.

The first charter will be applicable immediately on adoption, but not so the
second, That is the reason why the Commission vanted to include Art, 16 in
the first charter, but 1t has now been proposed for inclusich in the Charter
on Bconomic, Social and Cultural Rights, The Article which appears in 1ts

stead in the first charter is a greatly amended and much less favourable onc.

Turning now %to the under-developed countries, a General Resolution covering
the main problems of such countries was adopted by the General Assembly in 1954.

The free comsent of women to marriage is a question which deserved a tho-
roughiand very discerning study, aiming at the suppression of all systems leading
to the imposition of marriage on girls at a very early age, etc, Wo freedom
exists when the marriage is contracted by the families (e.g. in the Cameroons:

a whole series of marriages-arranged betwecn several members of the same. family -
when there is a divorce, all the marriages are dissolved at the same time).

In order to ensure that women have full freedom of consent %o marriage,
the. Commission. is requesting that all marriages without exception, whether
religious or not, be registered and that an Act of Marriage be recorded, At
the time of marriage, the two parties concerned must be present in person %o
give their consent, In many of these countries, it is still the custom for
the man only %o be present,

The Commission also requests that monogamy should become the rule, In
my view, we should be very firm in this respect and demand that monogamy be
imposed. In missionary circles, there is a tendency to want to "understand
the local situation" and thus make too many allowances, It is true that.
certain difficulties will have to be faced vhen the time comes for the change-
over from polygamy to monogamy. '

It should be noted also that the notion of "love" '(in .its higher sense,
between a man and a woman) does not exist in some of these countries. When
we visit such lands, we should not lose gight of the things we want to bring
to them, even though we may seek to understand them at the same time.

We should also try %o enforce the idea of the limited family circle,
as opposed to the enlarged family circle, which often severely hampers the full
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development of women, In the limited family circle, the wife and husband
assume direct responsibility for their children, which is not the case when
the future of a child is decided by the clan (it might depend on a brother

of one of the parsnts or even some distant rélative,zwho may not even know

the child and perhaps not have a shred of feeling for it equivalent to parent-
al love). :

The fate of widows is to be comsidered - the right to parental authority
over the children must be granted to every mother when she becomes a widow,
The Commission has already prepared a Resolution to this effect, At the
present time, according to most of the laws and customs of these countries,
it is the family of the husband which obtains jurisdiction and authority over
the children when their father dies, and the mother therefore becomes & mere
"appendage" to the family for the sake of the love she has for her children,

Differences of opinion between spouses should be brought before an
established jurisdiction, and not merely before a local, village Jjurisdiction,

The Commission is planning to prepare an International Covenant on the
following questions:

1)~ The fixing of a minimum age of marriage,
2)  The compulsory registration of marriages,

3)  The requirement of freo cofisent of both parties o marriage.

We do not have many illusions regarding the final application of such a
Govenant, but it -is good that it should exist to be presented to the different
member-States, as some of them may, through national pride, be induced to
reform some of their laws. '

- International Covenants must be respocted, but at the same timc it should
be remembercd thet many Governments uwndertakc to sign them only with certain
. reservations, or they sign them without ratlxlcatlon ‘or agaln they beﬂ g0
- as far as ratlfylng the Covenant but omit to put it 1nto practice!

In conolusion, I might say that the most important work to be done is
that of informing wmublic opinion. The Commission nccds to definc its aims
very clearly in order to lead such opinion, The more practical work must be
done by the Hon-Governmental Organisations, If all the groups concerncd -
really and thoroughly intercsted thémsolves in such alms, there would be i
astonishing résuvlts.. As a member of the Commission, I would ask .N,G.O.
to cndeavour to reply as fully and completely as possible to aWI qu@%tlon~
naires scnt out by the Commission, for I can assure them that all documents
submitted Dby the N.G.0,'s are considercd as most valuable, usceful and.most
worthy of attcntion, ' ‘ ‘
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R R T N I o N S S L T T e O E R R Em I n s s

by The Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa

Is it possible to state what a Christian marriage is in absolute terms? Inasmuch
as marriage is itself a natural institution, which continues to be practiced both in a
pre-Christian and a post-Christian as well as a Christian society, it is neither possib-
le nor desirable to formulate once and for all a doctrine of Christian marrlage to be
applled to all people in all ages and in all societies. The best we can do is -to articu-
late the point of view from which the Christisn as a Christian loéks at every marriage
in its given situation to determine whether it is acceptable to him as & Christian or
not. The question before us then is not: What constitutes a Christian marriage?" but
rather "What constitutes the Christian viewpoint from which to look at each and every
marriage that takes place in a given society?" To put it differently, our task is to
re-examine several pre-suppositions which together make up the criteria by which Christ-
ians judge whether this marriage or that marriage is in accordance with the spirit of
the Gospel. -

-In pursulng this tagk I have chosen to turn to the marriage canon of the Book of
Common Prayer and to examine what it says within the context of the contemporary Japan-
ese society which is characterized by a radical as well as rapid change in its social
structure, value system, mode of life, and culture in general. Imagine, if you cans to
be giving marriage instruction to a young couples a Christian girl and a non-Christian
© boys who somewhat againgt their parents' will desire to be married away from their re-
spective homes because they are deeply in love with each others and believing that as
modern young man and woman they need not bother getting their parents' consent for
their marriage. '

I. Marriage as a social institution.

Whether it is by the practice “of the Banns (1) or by the license issued by.the
civil authorities (2), the Church accepts every marriage as a social institution as
well as a personal affair between the two persons conccrned. The Christian conception
of freedom of marriage does not absolve the couple of the social consequenceés of their
marriage. No marriage can be strictly a privatc affair between the two persons con-
cerned, for every marriage takcs place within the framework of the society in which the
couple "live, move and have their being". Henoe the marriage service cannot take place
without a congregation of witnesses, and all those present are made aware of the faot

(1) The. Book of Common Prayer, The Church of England, p. 301 rubric.

(2) The Book of Common Praver: The Protestant Episcopal Church in U:Ss4ss P. 504:
: - rubric.
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that they are there as responsible witnesses to this wmarriage and not merely as ir-
responsible spectators, as the minister says: "Therefore if any man can show any just
causes why they may not be lawfully joined together, let him now speaks, or else here-
after for ever hold his peace." This is also the reason why traditionally all church
Weddlngs are "open" services.

Likewise the bride and groom are also reminded of fthelr social respon51b111tles
before they take the decisive step. That this is done "in the sight of Cod and in the
face of the company assembled" is of utmost importance, for thereby are expressed the

sooial implications of marriage. (A)

Here at this point one knotty question presents itgelf. What are "impediments or
just causes why they may not be lawfully joined together"? When a society has a set of
taboos about marriage based on iis pagan cultural backgrounds, the community may raise
some serious objections, from its point of view, to the marriage of the couples which,
however, may be nothing in the eyes of the: Church. What should the Church do? What is
the couple to do? If we take seriously our presupposition that matrimony is "an hon-
ourable estate instituted of God in the time of man's innocency" and that it is a
social institution as well as a personal affair between the couple, then the objections
raised by the community based on its own cultural logic must not be too lightly ignored.
The Christian must understand the role and funétion of family in the given cultures
“only in reference to which the meanlng of marriage therc can be fully graspeds In
Japan, traditionally, marriage is more of an affair between the two families (or clans)
‘:to which the bride and the groom reéspectively belong. The "social responsibility. of
.the newly-weds theoretically at 1east, did not go beyond the newly JOlned family
circle. (B)

IT. Role and function of marriagé.

The Anglican Prayer Book is much more expllolt than the American Prayer Book on
this point. (l) Marriage is not "to satisfy men's carnal lusts and appetites", and-
"not to be enterprised nor taken in hand, unadvisedly, lightly, or wantonlys like brute
veasts that have no understanding' but

- "Pirst, It was ordained for thc prooreatlon of children, to be brought up
in the fear and nurture of the Lord, and to the praise of his holy Name.

"Secondly s It was ordained for a remedy against sins and to avoid fornica-
tion; that such persons as have not the gift of continency mlght marry;
and kecp themselves undefiled members of Christ's body.

"Thirdly, It was ordained for the mutual society, help, and comforts that
the one ought to have of the other, both in prosperity and adversity."

The American Prayer Book simply states marriage is a "holy estates instituted.of
Gods signifying unto us the mystical union that is betwixt Christ and his Church",
and does not say what it was ordained for. One may wonder what, if anys are the theo-
logical grounds for this omission. Toeés the American Prayer Book take the position
that marriage is an end in itself, while the Anglican Prayer Book assumes that marriage
is a means to the three-fold end as stated above? Ors does the American Prayer Book
assume the same without explicitly stating them? (2) Suffice it to say at this Jjuno-
ture that there is no practical difference between the two branches of the Anglican
Communlon in their teachings on this point, whidéh Wlthout alteratlon is inherited by
the Japanese Church. - v

Acoordlng to the view underlying the Angllcan teachings, marrlwgo is an 1nst1tu—
tion whereby a new family is created. This is a radloally different conoept of the

(1) This difference illustrates the point that the inculcation of the Christian view-
" point differs from one socio-cultural situation to another.

(2) In the interest of brevity!
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function of marriage from that of the traditional Japanese culture, according to which
marriage is an institution by which the family to which the groom belongs is perpetua~
ted and extended. Here mature men are duty~bound to marry. Before one can talk about
"freedom of marriage's one has to come to terms with the sbsence of freedom not to
marry. In this situation women are primarily valued as child-bearing instruments, on
which grounds»polygamy and concubinage were regarded to be justifiable or even neces-
gsary. Women are obliged to marry because it is only as mothers that they become indis~
pensable for the continuation and extension of the family, which is ultimately identic-
al with a clan or tribel societys or a communal group bound by kinship solidarity.

The Japenese may accept marriage to have been ordained for the procreation of
childrens but for a fundamentally different reason than what the Anglican Frayer Book
means by it. To the Japanese it is for the purpose of perpetuating his ancestral family
and expanding his clan, while to the Christian it is for the purpose of bringing up
children "in the fear and nurture of the Lord, and to the praise of his holy Name! -
that is to say, to bring into being individual persons transcending all familial,
clannishs tribal and ultimately ethnic end national groups. (1) This is one aspect of
the Christian viewpoint which may very well remain hidden to many Western Christians
as long as they read the marriage canon within the Western frame of reference, until
they chance to re-examine it in reference ‘to -the Asian marriage prackices. Whaﬁs then
would you say to the young man sitting before you whose father and uncles and all the
rest in his "family" are expecting him to marry simply to become a link in the chain
of lineage? What are his responsibilities. as he gets married, toward the soulety
which lies beyond the circle of his extended family but of which he is a member? What
‘would you say to this Christian girl who is to marry this non-Christian young man in
such a situation? In order to be able to speak relevantly to them in their situations
one must understand the role and function of family in their culture. ’

III Role and function of family.

One of the most amazing things about modern Japan is that in spite of the rapid
and radical changes she has undergone for the past 100 years in industrial and econo-
mic structure, political and cultural outlook, and in spite of .the enormous degree of
urbanization and socompanying shift of population, there has been remarkably little
change in the conception of and outlook on family, and especially in terms of its.
role and function in the society. (2) ' ' ‘

Notwithstanding the newly established legal position of the individual person as
a unit of society (3), practically speaking the family has persistently remained in
the mind of the Japanese the ultimate tmit of social life. Until the Pacific Wars as
1% had been befores "on the broadest level family and nation were ones the imperial
family being the main house of which all Japanese families were branches". (cofs Bellahs
Tokugawa Religion,; ps 18). That 'is to says Japanese society was basically a clan or
tribal community. The remarkable thing is that this primitive concept of clan sooiety
continued to exist within the rapidly growing modern nation—state:with its new politic-
als social and economic structures. In a clan society each family exists for the clan.
Each individual attains his importance only as a member of his clans which he iss
solely on the basis of the family he was born into or sometines adopted into. Apart
from his family he cannot have any status in his society, for an individual as an in-
dividual amounts to nothing. In a more primitive stage the family was an economic as
well as a social unit within which most peoples' life was confined much of the time .

(1) Based on the Christian doctrine of man and his personality.
(2) Cof s K. Arigas "The Contemporary Japancse Family in Transition'.
() ¢.f. The Constitution of Japan, Articles 13, 14, and 24:
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The family was in many ways a "microcosm of the total society", (Bellahs op.cit.» p. 39) s
or to put it in reverse, "the whole nation was a single family" (ibid., p. 103). In

4this situation the individual exists for the clan=society and the role of the family

was Lo produce and rear clansmembers. .

The clan-society in its turn gives to its members security, dignity and sense of
importanoe rooted in ‘the function and position prescribed for each of them‘aé.a<member-
Thus everybody finds a olear-out meaning for his life and existence within his olan-
society. Furthermore, the pommuﬂal relationships based on the kinship solidarity of the
clan-society definitely help develop his personality and character as a_human being. In
brief, we find here a stable society producing stable people. The trouble is that a
olan-society is by nature a closed society as mell as a fotalitarian society. (C) Its
solidarity binds to itself all who belong to the group and alienates from it all out-
.gsiders, and thus develops within the group a Xenophobic tendency. The family to which
one belongs determines whether one is an insider or an outsider of a given clan=socicty.
(This is fundamentally incompatible with the nature of the now emerging technical
sooiety in an industrial civilization). (1)

In reference to such a society, the family-perpetuating function of marriage looms
"~ extremely important. At the same time the relationships within the nuclear family arc
‘the least important aspect of the family life. The husband must continue to be under

* his father's authority, whilc the wife'sprimary loyalty is not %o her husband but her

“parents-in-law. (2) The children arc important only as the "bearers of the family con-

“binuity" to the generation that is to follow. ' '

Against such a background the conception of family underlying the marriage canon
of the Prayer Book is little short of revolutionary. Two or three things may be pointed
out. First, the bridegroom and the bride respectively are asked pointed questions to
which they are to give an uncquivocal answer. In the American Prayer Book we find
exactly the same questions put to both. In the Anglican Praycr Book, besides "loves
honour and keep him" the bride is asked whether she will-"obey and serve" her future
hugband, while the bridegroom is asked whether he will "comfort" his future wife. More

important is that each in his and her turn is to answers by saying "I will", not to
cach other but to the officiating minister and this may be taken as the pledge made by
cach to Cod before the congregation. (D) Second, the bride's right hand is given from
her father to the groom by the officiating minister. This little act symbolizes that
the bride as a grown-up young woman leaves her father and mother and, as an independent
person ultimately responsible only to her crcators is now being given to this man as
his wife according to the ordinance of God. Third, what each pledged to God before the
congregation is now pledged to each other, first by the groom to the bride and then by
the bride to the groom. The manual acts involved here indicate that in the Christian
view the husband is as much given to and rececived by the wife as the wife 1s given to
and received by the husband. Fach receives the other as given by God. Fourths, for these
exchanges as well as throughout the marriage service, only the given hames of the bride
and groom are used and never their family names, implying that the marriage unites
“thege two individuals and thus oreating a new family. One of the pre-requisites for
marriage is that both parties be mature (this man and this woman") and capable of
being independent of their respective parents. (3). To be sure, the man retains his
* family name while the woman changes hers, but this is more or less duc to an aoccident
of cultures As far as thé marriage is concerned, it is simply the union of two individ-
uals each given to and received by the other marking the beginning of a brand new
© family. (E) '

(1) Sce laters p. 7

(2) There is & sense in which the wife forever remains an "outsider", in spite of the
fact that her individuality is completely submerged in the life of her husband's
family and its structure. ’ )

(3) This means rejection of child-marriages arranged by other people for purposes

other than marriage for its own sake, e.g. political intrigues search for social
prestiges greed for wealth, eto.
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Here the underlying assumption is that family is that institution of human re-
lations in which alone man fulfills his manhoods that is, both man and woman in their
mutual relationships as husband and wife and together as parents in their common task
of nurturing their childrens who in turn have their potentialities developed to become
human personalities. (1) A nuclear family does not exist simply to perpetuate the clan-
sooiety of which it is a member, but each nuclear family is an end in itselfs whose
funation is to fulfill the Cod-given manhood of each of its members.

IV Husband~wife relationship.

From the foregoing it is quite clear that from the Christian point of view hus-
band and wife are of equal statuss while the function of one in the family is different
from that of the other. That the husband is to "comfort" his wife while the wife is %o
obey and serve" her husband may be taken as a culturally conditioned expression ef
this difference of function rather than suggesting a difference in status. Legally,
even in the USA, the wife is usually a "dependent" of her husband, but in point of fact
the relationship between the two is that of interdependence in any wholesome family.

In the second places the husband-wife relationship is in the Christian view a
life~long and all-time and all-inclusive affair, as is stated in the marriage vows:
" eosofrom this day forward.....till death us do part"s and "for better for worses for
. richer for poorers in sickness and in health". Or, again, "with this ring T thee wed,
with my body I thee worship, and with all my worldly goods I thee endow." (2)

In other words, "The two are no longer two but one" (Mark 10:8), and the marriage
relationship once entered is indissoluble. (3) "Those whom God hath joined together
let no man put asunder" (Mark 10:9). ’ 1 ‘ :

In the third places this relationship between husband and wife must be of a oreat-
ive and ever-renewing kind, namely of mutual love and respect. It is indissoluble be-
cause in it each risks his (or her) all. It should be the kind which either makes him
or breaks him with no possible alternative. From the Christian point of view marriage
in order to be marriage must have this note of finality. (F)

The kind of husband~wife relationship stated above is only possible where the.
nuclear family is regarded neither as a means tos nor merely as a part ofs an extended
or joint-family, olan or tribal society, but as the ultimate end in itself and the
whole of itself. The nuclear family can be so regarded only in a culture in whose
viéws the ideal human society is an gpen societys to wits the society whose solidarity
, is not based on kinship, races ethnic origin or background, or even religion, but
simply and solely on the common humanify. Does not Christ enable us %o see in every
human being, irreéspective of his nationality, race, colour or religions an image of
"son of man", and is he not demanding those who call on his name to enter into creative
social relationships with all people everywhere solely on the basis of that common
humanity which they in obedience to him find binding all menkind? Without at least this
vision of human society transcending all sorts of barriers now dividing mankind into
countless numbers of groupss to go through the form of the solemnization of ma trimony
is a mockery. At the same time, seeing this vision to enter the state of marriage in
whioh the husband-wife relationship is of the kind as stated above is to subvert

(1) C.f. Charles H. Cooleys Social Organization, Ch. 5.
Arnold M. Roses Sociology: The Study of Human Relationss Che 6

(2) The Anglican Prayer Books p. 504,

(3) One may raise here an important question of the wife's right to hold her propérty
in her own name. This is important from the standpoint of protecting her individu-
al humen rights. It is obviously not right for the husband. categorically to take
over all the assets of his wife the. moment they are united in marriage. Ideallys
everything should be owned by both of them under joint-ownership with provision
for disposal only by mutual consent.
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against the society which is built upon the concept of ethnic solidarity consisted of

kinship=-centered clan-communities. What then would you say to the young' couple sitting
before you? o

V Parent-child relationship.

The doctrine of society underlying the foregoing discussion is based upon a
specific doctrine of man which views every new-born baby as potentially an independent”
human personality in the sight of God. (1) No childs according to this view, can be a
private possession of his parents. Humanly speaking, every child belongs as much to the
whole of human society as to the family into which he is born. The function of the
parents is to help the child grow up to be an independent personality in his own right
and a, responsible citizen of human society. Some Christian Churches express this view
by the institution of infant baptism. The child is expected, when grown mature to be-
come independent of his parents and to leave them to start his own family’ which norm- .
ally is unlikely to happen without his parental care and the interpersonal relation-
ships within thé family of which he is an integral part. (ac.f. Cooley» op. cit.; Roses
ops_git.) : : ' ’

This view of parent-child relationship is also cuite contrary to that which is
prevailing in a soclety whose foundation is kinship groupss where filial piety and - . .
reverence for ancestors are two cardinal duties of every ohilds over whom parents ‘have
absolute authority. There a virtuous son is expected to grow up in the family, marry
and become a father but never to leave his father's or his ancestor's house. He is to
remain in it to look after his own father in his declining years, serving virtually as
his "sooial security and old age pension”. (G) 3

VI Marriage in the midst of rapid social change.

Let us now return to the young couple - a Christisn girl and a non-Christian boy =
in a Christian pastor's study in Japan. Let me assure you that this is not an uncommon
scene in contemporary Japan. The girl finding herself in love with the boy wishes to
be married by her pastor. The boy, equally in love with the girl, though not a Christian:
thinks it best to be married by this Christian minister becauses in the first place this
is what his future wife wants end, in the second places because his parents having an-
other girl in their mind for him to marry,do not approve of this girl and therefore he
cannot expect a marriage according to the traditional pattern. Besides, as. a college
graduate employed by one of the modern industrial firms, he does not "give a hoot! to
the age-old traditions or anachronistic customs. Furthermore, under the influence of
Americanism prevalent in Japan through the examples of the occupation personnels or the
influence of motion pictures and popular literature, etces he is now firmly convinced
that the only marriage consonant to the democratic way of life ig a "free marriage"
without any interference by anybody else. He may even fcel it anti-demooratic to ask
for his parents' approval for his marriages for in his own mind marriage is a purely
private affair between himself and his girl~friend. :

Sooiologically speaking, Japanese sooiety has been changing a great deal for the
past 100 years. Although the olan-society mentality persistently remains among the
older generation and especially in the rural arca (2), in the urban industrial area
there no longer is seen any remant of clan-society. The old pattemn is completely
broken down and much of the metropolitan area has besome nothing but an aggregation of
displaced or uprooted individuals. Both middleclass intellectuals and industrial pro-
letariat now feel at once emancipated from the outmoded customs and traditions and
rootless in a society which has not yet found its basis of solidarity. The prevailing
condition is thus extremely conducive %o what they think is "free marriage". A Christ-
isn ceremony may be desired but chiefly to add a note of respectability to the other-

(1) In this view there is of course no gifference of dignity and value between male
and female. ‘ :

(2) See earliers p. 3, "Role and funotion of family".




- 14 -
wise completely secularistic marriage.

What must the Christians or the Church do?

In such a situation and against such a background what would you as Christian
pastor do in relation to the young couple and their prospective marriage? Would you in-
sist that above all he be baptized so that the marriage you will perform will be in
oonformity to the canon of the Church? You ocan easily substantiate your position by
pointing out how 1mposslble it is to enter the kind of marriage relationship which the
Christian marriage rite presupposes without being Christian. Suppose he refuses to be
‘baptized on the grounds  that he not knowing anything about Christianity would not like
to be baptized as a means to be married, would you turn them away°

Does not the Church have an obligations.and can you not as a Chrlstlan pastor per—
form it, to help the young oouples; whether they are Christian or nots to understand the
meaning of marriage in relation to the reality of the society in which they are living?
For good or for ill, the process of industrialization and urbanizations along with the
cultural impact of the Western civilizations has brought Japanese society, at least
some substantial segment of -it; to the point where the so-called "free marriage" is
both preferable and practicable. Without your crusading for the freedom of marriages
the elevation of the status of women, the equality of man and woman in society or bet-
ween husband and wife in their marriage relationship, young people are now taking these
things for granted. They do not think they have first to be Christians in order to have
these things, and they are quite righte What then is the task uniquely of the Church?

A generation agos and especially in rural Japans to introduce a Christian marrlage
practice as formulated in the West would have meant the setting in motion of the ‘pro-
cess of disintegration of the old social structure based on the foundation of clan-
society and would have met with no little opposition from the commmity. Those individu-
als who dared to be married according to the Christien pattern would have been easily
ostracized by their community. Today the situation especially in the urban industrial
area is different - almost in reverse. The old social structure is almost completely
gones and no new structure has yet emerged. People there are free from the outmoded
bonds and ties which used to pievent them from following their respective individual
ambitions, traits, aptitudess tastes, talents, etc. to fulfill their destinies as
human beings; but at the same time they feel completely unrelateds uprooted and there-
fore insecure and irresponsible. There is little likelihood for a new society to
emerge in any foreseeable future unless something is done about it.

In a situation like this is it not far more important for the Christian forces to
share with the population what insight they as Christians have with regard to the
meaning of marriage in reference to the role and funotion of family vis-a-vis the kind
of society which an industrial society eventually ought to be, namely one in which
every oitizen is at once free from and related to one another (1), than to try to meke
a Christian out of every non-Christian? Or to put it differently, is it not our primary
obligation as Christians in such a society as Japan today that we help its citizens
understand their own problems by providing them with a definite point of view which we
as Christians are privileged to have rather than to propagate Christianity as a set of
dootrines or as a new religion different from and more effective than their own and
try to persuade them to accept it? Thousands and thousands of young people are being
married every day and every week, defying their parents and elders, defying the once
sacred traditions of the past, thinking that they are now at last free to do whatever
they please with themselves, with their life and their talentss their possessions and
everything that comes under their control. Left alone they will manifestly contribute
to the disintegration of their society without ever participating in the task of its
reconstruction. History camnot wait for the masses of Japan to become Christians be-

(1) The kind of society whioch an industrial society ideally ought to be is a community
in the sense of a society of people in which no one is bound by anything to an-
other; but everyone is related in spirit to everyone else.
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fore the task of reconstruction begins. Neither oan we Christians, for that matter. (H)

_ Masses may remain non-Christian in so far as their professed faiths are concerned,
but they must be re-orientated in their attitude toward their family in the context of
their newly emerging technical society and industrial civilizations or else they will

perish as their society disintegrates. (I) We must be reconciled to the faot ‘that the
number of young men and women who will be merried in the Church as Christians will be
infinitesimally small in Japan, but wé need not despair. We can -and therefore we must
somehow infuse into the rising new generation of Japan the viewpoint of marriage which
will help them both in their family life and 4n- their social and civic life, be they

Buddhistss Shintoists, or atheistic humanists. (In this respect I feel that more novels
need to be written than text books on marriage and family life or more exhortations

‘on ‘chastitys monogamy eto., or even sermons on the sanctity of marriage-vows eta.)

We have just as much, if not more, responsibilities over those masses of youth who will
never ocome under a direct influence of the Christian Church as over the pathetically
small number of them who will call themselves Christians.

ot g et 0 g o B
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APPENDICES

‘:#Additiohal ndtésion poinfs raised during the discussion that
followed the presentation of thls paper.

'The relatlonshlp of the nuclear family "to the soclety is a very important question,

and its nature and pattern are largely détermined by the nature and pattern of the
society. Here at-this point suffice it to say that the Christian viewpoint takes

. this relatlonshlp between the famlly and the society very serlously. (See the ad-

ditional note I).

In -this sltuatlon the soclety as an emplrlcal reality is the clan-society to which
he happens’ o belong. Marriage as a rule takes place between families. Wlthln one
olan-society. Evangelization of individuals living in such a soclety is a-very com-
plex problem. In reality no individual can be fully "oonverted" to Chrlstlanlty in
oomplete isolation from the society he belongs to. Frequently individuals were
elther literally or mentally uprooted from their society in order that they may
become professed Christians. Some such individuals may have been married completely
out of ‘the context of their society, highly approved of by the missionary but com-
pletely ostracized by their relatives and their society. Theirs may very well be
“Christian marriages", but it may be a question whether the resulting break of
relationships with their society can be "Christian". In another way of putting its

Tare they "Christian" toward their obviously pre-Christian societys. relatives and
’{nelghbourso

One may take the position that in such a situation Chrlstlans; both individu~

- ally and oollectively, must do everything in their power to "break up" the olan-

society so that people there may be emancipated from its "chains and fetters™.
Thus conceived, industrialization may very well be accepted as a forerunner; -so-
to-speak, of the Christianization of the society. '

Onces however, one begins to doubt whether this is really a Christien thing
to dos as I seriously do, then one is faced with a question of formidable pro-
portion. .

The clan-society was as it were a universe in itself; frequently -even an ex-
tended family within a clan-society was a universeé in itself. There was -in it
economic independence of its members. REducation of childrens care for the sick and
the ageds reoreation and work - all took place on a collective basiss automatically
involving everybody. In a word, it was an 1ntegrated, self-sufficient communlty.
But it was also a olosed communi ty and & highly exolusive one.

An important queqtlon here is that of authority in the family relationship. In the
olan—soclety: the eclan was the authority to which everybody had to subject himself.
Within the nuclear family the father as its head represented the authority of the
clan, whloh in the clan-society as a whole was represented by the chieftain. In the

. Chrlstlan v1ew, every nuclear family is a unit in itself and is not to be regarded

as a constitutive unit or a part of the clan-society. In this situation, to in-
sist that "the husband is the head of his wife! is to say that man by nature is
superior to woman - which clearly is contrary to the Christian concept of man. At
the same time, to do away with authority in the interest of equallty of the hus-
band and the wife is to displace the center of family. Uhere there is no anceéstor-

-worship there must be worship of God!

This 1n81stence on the maturity and the capability of independénce of both man and
woman has a’ far-reaching implication. Speaking of the woman for the moment, it
means that prior to marriage she must not only be biologically matures but also be
capable of economic-independences which means that she should have had adequate
basic cducation and vocational training. She should be able to support herself

and make a living by herself if she did not marry. Marriage must not be the only °
means by whioll.sheican make a livingl, in.whieh case her hushand is no more than a
meal tickets to whom she may be little more than' a house-keeper and a satisfier
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of his sexual desire. Maturity and capebility of independence in this sense make

it imperative that the education of girls in many countries be fundamentally re-
examined. Vocational, if not proféssional, training,of girls is a minimum must if
the marriages they are going to enter into were to be acceptable from the Christian
point of view in an industrial society. - Does this mean, then, a girl who has no
means to support herselfs either some skill or wealth, has no right to marry?

.What has been said in these three paragraphs points to the substeance of what is

meant by "partnership" of man and his wife. It is not in any sense a one-way ad-
Justment of the wife to her husband or vice versa. There is a sense in which
marriage is at once an.end and a beginning: - the end of the life of independence
on the part of both the man and the womans and the beginning of a life of inter-
dependences partnership, and common sharing. Marriage life in the Christian: view
is abové all a life of common venture in which the husband and the wife equally
share, not on the basis of a fifty-fifty proposition, but on the basis of each
giving his or her all. Equality between the men and his wife must be so understood,

~and never in terms of quantitative equity.

Thus. seens marriage must be contracted. between the two individuals solely on
the basis of their mutual consent and never under any kind of pressure outside of
it, and in this sense marriage in the Christian view is “voluntary". Freedom of
choice is thus basic to a merriage if it were %o be consonant to the Christian view.

:H But at the same time no couple should enter into it without a full and decigive

commitment to each others and together to God, that they abrogate their individual

. sovereignty and willingly enter into an entirely new state of common venture, in
vhich to explore a new path of life sharing joy and anxiety together, each giving

© all that he is and has to the other.

G

, ' Preedom and right for the wife %o be gainfully employed; and/or. to spend her
time outside of her home in the interest of social and civie affairs, and many re-

lated problems must be seen within the context of -this new pattem of. husband-wife
" relationship.. .| ‘ ‘ :

The underlying notion here is much more radical than it may first be suspected.
According to the Confucian teaching, which rationalizes and articulates the con-
cept of parent-ohild relationship within the clan-societys one's father is eternal-

1y one's father and one's son eternally cne's son. The son is obligated to pay
_;homage to his father into eternity. In the Christian view, the father sees . in his
" infant son a man and respeots him as such and looks forward to. the day when his

" ‘Son oan be addressed to as an independent man in his own right. Likewise, the son

He .

is so brought up as to see in his father a man - a man like himself who is bound
to .bé full of shortcomings and defects. Thus the father is prevented from treating
lis son as if he were “a private possession which he can treat in any way he pleases:
and the son is prévented from identifying his father as an almighty god. -

Purthermores the Christian view of parent—dhild relationshipAunequivocally’
points to the fact that no child ‘can be properly and adequately brought up solely
by his own parents within his own nuclear family. The sodiety must have its share
in the upbringing of every child. The parents have a specific part in this task
but not the whole of it. : C

This view has a far-reaching ramification in reference to the issue of
"working rothers". Without going into the detailss one may candidly say here that

(1) Mothers do not feel guilty if they had to work away from home, leaving their

children in day-nurseries; (2) even if mothers stayed with their children 24 :
hours a day and 7 days a week; they alone could not bring up their children as
well as they need to be brought up without the larger .society doing its share;
and (3) the soociety has in one way or another to do its part in caring for the
children entrusted to the families therein residing.- : : '

Tn this connection one of the pressing problems for thé Christian Church is to

 olarify the méaning of family in ‘an industrial or an open socdiety. While in the

. olansociety the family was a universe in itself (a mioro-cosm)s in an’open society .
' the family takes on an entirely new meaning as "a refuge from society" (Bellahs
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opv.0ites pe 39) or in the words of the marriage canons "a haven of blessing and
of peace". Sociologieally speaking we can take this to mean that in an industrial
society man is functionally fragmentalized on one hand and on the other hand col-
lectively massified at the same time. And the family is one place where man can
regain his full humanity and be reminded of his being a human being and lives
exist and relate himself to other human beings as a whole man.

If this is true, then what about the mature men and women who either by their
own choice or by circumstances beyond their control remained unmarried? It seems
to me that to count such an individual as a family is not quite right. Where is
there "haven of blessing and of peace"? Obviously we cannot turn the clock back
and restore the old extended or joint-family swstem as a systems, but we may very
well restore the concept of family which includes more than just the nuclear.
family ~ in some such sense as the "extended family in diaspora"! By dissooiating
the family from its place of domicile, one may construct a notion of "scattered
family" consisting of aged parents and grown-up sons and daughters, married or un-
married - one big family living under several roofs frequently hundreds of miles
apart one from another but maintaining its solidarity. & nuclear family then is at
once an integral unit of this scattered family and of the gociety at large.

The most imporiant point, howevers; is that the family, whether a nuclear
family or a "joint-family in diaspora", is a haven or a refuge from the society

~and can never be a society or a universe in itsélf. This has some important rami-

ficationss (1) No one can stay permanently and always in a refuge! But the wife
and the infant child must have direct relationship with the larger society if they
are to remain and grow healthy, mentally and spiritually as well as physically.
(2) Apart from the problem of income, the woman of the family as the wife and the
mother, not only has the right to work outside her home but has a real need to do
so. (3) By the same token a child, not simply because his mother is at work and

y cannot look after hims but more positively because he needs a wider association

I

with and companionship of his peerss had better spend some part of the day in a

‘nursery school.

In an industrial society it is quite wrong to expect a family to be a micro-

.‘cosm, that is to say the lebensraum of every persons mans woman and a child, goes

beyond the confine of his family, and for that very reason everybody needs to
return to his family periodically to refresh himgelf!

I do not for a moment mean that Christianity is a rellgion that accepts the in-
dustrial civilization uncritically. It is impossible in this paper to enter into
the discussion on the phase of the Christian Gospel that "judges" the world -
all world-orders and all types of civilizations. Another way of saying the same
fﬁlng The existing socio-cultural pattern should not determine the pattern of
marriage. Every existing social pattern, including both the post-Christian Western
society and the pre-Christian Asian or African tribal societys, must be judged. by
the Christian view of society.

“This calls for the formulation of a Christian doctrine of 8001ctv (Soolology)
over and above a Christian doctrine of man,(Anthropology)
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A Study Group jointly sponsored by the World Y.W.C.A. and the Department
‘on the Cooperation of Men and Women in Church and Society

John Kﬂox Houses Geneva
March 27 .~ 30, 1958

. The terms of reference of the Commission on the § atus of Women do not really deal
with mothers and children. It is not the body that should deal with that subject but
rather the Social Commission but because we found that the Social Commission was not
devoting enough attention to this question we wanted to deal with some aspects of the
problem. ‘ T

' Preedom of Work - In the world -there is still a lot of un-employment and under-

employment. A lot of attention was paid to the right of work when it was discussed at
the Commisgion on Human Rights. ' ‘

Tt is important to decide whether a girl has the right to complete her education,
‘primary and secondary. There should also Be opportunities for her training in the
field where she is skilled. In most societies where women are employed in a number of
fieldss there is a minimum age for work. Somectimes the girls are not ready to use op-
portunities because they think they will get married and have children and do not pre-
pare themselves. ' ‘ ’ o - - '

The right for.mothers to work should be there in principle; nobody has the right
to judge whether it is.right or wrong. We cannot impose on thelr thinking. The child-
ren are the "dear" property of society. So it is society's duty to help the mothers in
their care of children. The ¢hild belongs both fto the father and the mother. They must
both share the burden. It has become more frequent to see the father coming closer to
the children and vice versa. When he takes home responsibilitiess he becomes a friend
as much as the mother is. o ~ - '

Thore has been a tendency.to say. that working mothers should have an easier time
in their works but the more pressure is put upon.the employers to make differeness
among their employeess the more the employess suffer from it. It's the work of the
mother outside her employwment that should be cased. ‘

. Concerning work at night there should be a protective law for all workers and not
only for womens In the industrial field night work is prohibited for women while in
other fields like restaurants, hospitals etc. where almost only women are working -~
there is no prehibition. Sometimes one can heve the feeling that this protection is to
proteoct the men against the under~paid women who do a good job.

Tn Sweden you oan see women who are crane-drivers: this can be a better job than
working in a restaurant cellar or pealing potatoes the whole day, and it is better paid.
T have been a Social Worker in a big restaurant and can really say that I don't envy
the women who do this kind of a Job.

T asked for nurseries for women who heve to work at night so that their children
could be cared for while they were out of their homc. But people said: "Nos, it's not
good for. the children; nurseries should be only from 8 a.me to 6 pem." So the children
had to stay alone in the house and the mothers would just pray that nothing would
happen,
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The Society is developyfing in a way that the work of both men and women is needed.
The woman should be able to stay at home when the children are small and then go back
to her job when the ohildren are grown up. It may be a question of 10s 15 or 20 years
while she has the responsibility of the children. If she wants to stay at home for 3
or 4 years it means that she must have the possibility later to return to her work and
that she mustn't lose her training. This is why we propose rcfresher or re~training
courses.

Statistics show that women live longer than men and yet often the retiring age
for a woman is 5 years before that for a man.- It means that if she returns to work
later it will:be for a shorter period. (18-23 years women use their professional train-
ing, then stay home and between 30 and 40 approximately they go to work)., I wish that
we could get rid of the terms "older women workers" for women who are still quite dyna-
mic in their work. The years a woman has been at home often add to her usefulness and
also are an advantage to society. :

I insist on the very important aspect of the "mental health" of a woman who works.
The length of hours she has to spend. at work does not really matter much if she is
Physically fit, but she suffers more from the sick consoience she has of a job not well
done at home when at work and vice versa at home when she thinks of her work at the
office. :

It is wrong to say that only a mother staying at home is a good mother. It is not
the quantity but the quality of relationships between husband and wife, children and
parents that are important. If these relationships are goods I don't think the children
suffer. If we believe that the mother at home is the deoisive factor, why did we have
so many mal-adjusted people in a time when women were not working outside the home?
Statistics can be wrongly used in this field. :

T have put some emphasis on this mental problem. The mother must have the security
that the child is well taken care of while she is ot works so we should help the
mothers with looking after the children during the hours -of work.

In some countries it is the responsibility of the employers I think that this is
wrong because the woman is too dependent upon her employer and can't leave for another
Job better paid if she loses the securuty for her child. Day nurseries should be very
near the homes In Sweden we are trying to have many small day nurseries in different
sections of the town. wsome people would say that this is a disadvantage for the child
to go to a day nursery, but you must consider that not all the homes look like they
do on pictures, nice and clean. Sometimes it is also good for the mother to compare
and learn from the neat surroundings of the nursery and see how she can do better.

Tn oase of pregnancy, the employer and the State by adequatc legislation have the
duty to see that the woman gets the right protection on behalf of the child - 12 wecks
of rest in most countries. In my country women get 120 dayss but they must take 30
days before, otherwise they lose them. Sometimes a woman would prefer to take more
time after the birth if she feels fit physically before to continue her work longer.
The ideal should be 12 wéeks and with freedom allowed to take it when you wanted;
we need a flexible pattern of legislation. : '

o s bt e e W o B e
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by Mrs. Dirkse—Brester39 Netherlands
ember of the World YWCA Executive Committee

Speaking from the point of view of the Christian Faith, the first thing
we must say is that all our work must be seen against the background of God's
work: on the one hand, His work of creation which, having seen its God Him-
self "saw that it was good", and on the other - the work of re-creation which
started immediately after man's "fall" and is not yet finished. It is of this
work that the Psalms and the Prophets and the whole New Testament is speakings
and of which Jesus saids; as He did of Cod's works "My Father is working
until this day". '

Tf we look at the beginning of the Cenesis storys we see that the origin-
ol task of man, Adam's works so to speaks is described as a stewardship to
reign over the work of God's hands - his creation. We hear an echo of this in
Psalm 8 (V. 5-8) "For thou hast made him a little lower than the angelss and
hast orowned him with glory and honour. Thou madest him to have dominion
over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: All
sheep and oxens yea, and the beasts of the field; the fowl of the air, and
- the fish of the seas and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. "

'The -other part of Adem's work is to give "names" to what God has created.
"ind out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of -the field, and every
fowl. of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them:
and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof "
(Genesis 2:19).

" In the Bible the name indicates the inner realitys the inner meaning of
the person or thing to which the name is given. So in giving names Adem is
deciding about the place and the role of all the created things over which
God has given him dominion. It is in this confrontation with creation in its
overwhelming variety that Adam realises his loneliness and the need for the
Nother" kinds the specifically humen kind of companionship. And God made
woman. We know the Genesis story and what follows - the usurpation of full
autonomy by mean. To be a king under God is not enough for man: he wants mores
There is a breach in oreation. No longer can it be said that it is good. The
knowledge of evil has entered life. But God does not drop His plan: He

. works on.

'A11 human work in history stands against this ongoing work of Gods work
aimed at reconciliation and redemption. But the work of men hénceforth bears
the mark of sin - even the ground bears the mark of sin - "....cursed is ‘the
ground for thy sake; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee;
and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
oat breads $ill thou return unto the ground....” (Gen. 3:17-18). It is the
game sorrow in which the woman shall bring forth children. Etymologically in
many languages ‘the word for birthpains is labours or a word closely related
to it. This sorrow is like the burden of work, a sign of sin, of frustrations
of the breach in creation.

The life of mans in his work and in the deepest relation between men and
women is henceforth a struggle with Mpature". It is a struggle with forces
which resist, frustrate, and seem %o block the true intention of life -
forces whioh seem to have demonic power. In the last analysis, both in the
field of work and of man-woman relationshipss the struggle is not with flesh
and blood but with these demonic forces.

But that is only one side of the picture. These essential spheres of
1ife are also under the promise and the grace of God. For those who know
about Cod's intentions and try to 1ive under His commandments and promises
something of the original task of man remains. Otherwise Psalm 8 could not

have been written. Although work has become a "must" connected with sorrows
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man's task has in a sense remained the same. Man shall reign over creation and
the forces of nature so that he may be able to take care not only of himgelf
but also of the enlarged self of his family - his people - the worldessoesss
There is no reason to idealise work as is done in some 1deoiogles or to make .
an idol of work or of the working man, but work is a function within the com-
munity aiming at its well being and is meant to be this by Him who is at work
recreating life according to its original purpose.

It is good to work for those whom God has. given us and for whom we are
responsible. It is also good and in accordance with the divine intention  that
we should work so that we should have something to spare for those who are in
needs not only as private personss but also as communities ands may we learn
it before it is too lates as a world community. The toil, the burdens the
frustration, that which is endangering the harmony and totality of our life
" ih work has to do with sin, but still work is God's will for us and in it
we are not left by Him.

- The other aspect of work,. originally given to man by Gods also oontlnues
to be valid. Adam gave "names'" to the beasts of the fields to all created:
things. He gave them through this their proper meaning and their proper place.
In our technological age we know how important it is that man should give
things their proper places for we know what it means when things created -
the forces of nature; the means devised by humen knowledge in cooperation
with nature - tend to become 1ndependent and to enslave man instead of serv-
ing his wellbeing and happiness. We know something about the foroes (the
demons ) within this world which w1ll make man a tool of his own tools or his
own ideas.

This aspect of works the giving of "names" by Adams is for us to make and
to keep life human, to put and to keep the forces of nature and the ingenuity
of human reason in their right places so that 1life, man and society should
presérve ‘their real humsn quality, in the biblical meaning of this expr6531ono
Por the real human qualitys the true humen dignity cannot be understood nor
preserved without knowledge of creation and re-creation. And perhaps it is
true that we even know more of re-creation than of creation, because only
glimpses of the original glory of creation are seen by us now and then, but
whosoever is in Christ is a new creation. And this being "in Chrlst” is also
the way by which the foroces 1nflucn01ng human life get their true 'names'
~theéir true meaning, play the role they were intended to play.

Thls shows us somcthing of what freedom means in the context of the Bibles
namely the freedom from the powers and principalities within and above this
world because of the overruling power of Jesus Christ. This biblical view is
very relevant to our situation today. If T am not mistakens this concept of
work as the task of giving the gifts and the forces of naturé and of the
modern technique their true places is an argument against the pessimism’ in
respect to technology which we find in Buropes as well as an argument against
the optimism in face of technological developments which is often found in
Africa and Asia. This v1ow'say85 "Beware of the evil possibilities, the in-
trinsic demons which have %o do with sin - original sin - with frustration
and missed intentions: have good couragesfor God meant life to be human, He
meant man to dominate the forces of nature and to serve no other Gods than
the Creator of Heaven and Barth, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. And
what is more - He Himself constantly restores the true human quality of life.”

The restorations; the redemption of life and also of working life, is
symbolized by the Sabbath which takes such an important place in what the
Bible says about work. There is a limit to our work, and every seventh day
man may rest from his tiring,imperfect work and may celebrate the fact that
Cod is at work and that He wants us to live by the work He has done and is
doing in Jesus Christ. The Sabbath is a signs, a sign which is meaningful for
thosc who believe.
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When we go to the Bible with our questions about work and marriages wo
shall be disappointed if what we really want is its blessing on our con-
victionss on our ideas about what we think the right thing is to do in a
specific cultural context, in a specific moment in human history. But the

Bible does give us the great principles by whloh to live. It speaks of the
protectlon of humenity and of the other man, 'our neighbour'.Righteousnesss
as social righteousness in the Rible is always connected with the love of
God and the neighbours it is the recognition of the neighbour and his rights
his interestss before the fact of the Lord. For example, in the 0ld Test—
ament we find the law being given about a letter of divorce for woman's pro-
teoction; prescribed attitudes towards widows and orphanss examples . of pro-
tection of humanity and of the underdogs slaves expressly mentioned in the
Sabaath commandments etc.

Tn different cultural situation and wholly different historical circum-
stances work has to have its necessary place as a means to take ecare of
families, peoples and of a world community, as meaningful stewardship over the
oreated world and the forces of nature, and as a work of "giving names", so
that everything should have its right place before God.

. Labour laws should foster (in any glven gituation of history) the idea
that the fruits of labour should be rightly dlstrlbuted for the welfare of
all; that work should not wholly dominate men's lives but should serve real
human interests and have a "sabbatical" limit.

If we want to realise freedom of works the right to work, we must real-
ise it in a specific social setting and a particular societys for what we
want is the greatest possible social benefit and social righteocusness and not
the unlimited competition of numerous individual rights. The importance of
-woman working for the emancipation of the whole labouring class and the im-
provement of social conditions was understood by Marxs,and this had its effects
on the social revolution in Europc in the first half of the 19th century.
Giving women a place in the labour force has also been a factor in the rapid
social revolution ‘brought about in a number of Soviet dominated countriess
Women in the labour forces and even marricd women in the labour force will be
the normal. thing in most industrial societies of the future, not because of
a social ideal or theory but because the economy demands it.

Christianity is concerned w1th righteousness. in the sense of oprortunitys
the material and physical opportunitys for everyone to live a "human" life.
It is concerned with the protection of man from the greed and unlimited egoism
of his fellow man. In cases where women are; so to speak, the underdog, the
Christian should stand for their rights. In cases where the family, as the
larger unit, would suffcr by the individualistic pursuit of happiness by one
of its members, then care must be given to the safeguarding of this basis
unit of society.

Christianity in its essence is critical, I might say, revolutionary.
Becausc it knows that, as the Bible says, the clearing of the house which
may ward off onc evil spirit, may give a number of othcrs the possibility of
enterings it warns against believing any social order perfeot and the evil
possibilities in thém all. - S :
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T. THE 12th SESSION OF THE U,N, COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

A summary by Dr. Alice Arnold®

L. Introduction:

Major questions affecting the status of women, including such matters as
the extension of political rights to women, access of women to education,
status of women in private law, equal pay for equal work and economic opportu-
nities for women, were considered by the United Hations Commission on the
Status of Women when it convened its 12th session in Geneva on March 17, 1958,

The eighteen-member Commission was composed this year of representatives
of Argentina, Belgium, Canada, China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, the Dominican
Repiablic, France, Israel, Japan, Mexico, Pakistan, Poland, Sweden, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdonm, the United States of America
and Venezuela,

Three countries - Canada, Czechoslovakia and Japan - were participating
in the work of the Commission for the first time and we were glad to see Miss
Marion V. Royce acting as senior adviser to the Canadian Delegation. '

The Commigsion elected its General Committee as follows: Chairman, the
Begum Anwar Ahmed (Pakistan), elected unanimously on the proposal of the retir-
ing Chairman, Mrs, Agda Rbssel (Sweden). In her opening speech, the Begum
pointed out that 1958 was a crucial year for the rights of mankind, for ten
years had now passed since the General Assembly had adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.  The Commission on the Sﬁatus.of Women had good
reason to remembsr that anniversary because the Universal Déclaration contained
so many articles of importance to it. First Vice-Chairman: Miss Uldarica
Manas (Cuba). Second Vice-~Chairman: Mrs, Zofia Dembinska (Poland). ‘
Rapporteur: Mrs, Mina Ben-Zvi (Israel).

2, Political rights

Mra, Agda Rbssel (Sweden), previous Chairman of the Commission, when open-
ing the first meeting of the 12th session of the Commission on the Status of
Women, said that women had won equal political rights in 70 countries and gave
examples of the greater participation by women in nublic affairs: Canada had
appointed a woman as Secretary of State; Demmark had appointed a woman'as
Minister of Ecclesiastical Affairs; Hgypt had elected two women %to- Parliament;
' the Federal Republic of Germany had elected 48 women to the Lower House; India
‘had elected 27 women and appointed 2 women as Under-iinisters; the-Hetherlands
had a woman plenipotentiary .in the Council of Zurope; the Soviet Union had
appointed a woman as the Chairman of the Praesidium of the Communist Party, ete.

.The discussion showed that one of the most important tasks for the Com-
mission as well as for voluntary agencies was the education of women in the
use of their political rights. ‘ ’

Only by accepting duﬁies of citizenship and by participating actively in
public affairs could women make full use of the right of suffrage, in the
countries where this right has already been accorded to them, By refusing to

* We are indebted %o Dr, Arnold and to the Worlde.W.C.A. for this summary,
which we use with their permission. Dr, Arnold is also a member of the.. ...

Executive Committee of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs,
of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council,
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Join the political parties in. their respective countries, women are foregoing
opportunities for political education and experience, renouncing their politic-
al responsibilities, and so failing to assume the active part which they ought
to play in their respective countries. The problen is further complicated by
the ties that exist between the access %o public office and the problem of
access to economic rights.

Many people would be surprised to Llearn of the existence of certain dis-
criminatory practices against women in regard to access to public office,
“rules governing promotion, conditions of career services and retirement and
pension rights not only in other countries but actually in their own, The
consensus of opinion in the Commission was that the most important aspect of -
political rights to be studied by the Commission at present was the access of
women to public office and functions, and the conditions under which they may
exercise then,

The Prench representative, Mme. Marie-Hé1éne IBNFAUCHEUX, recalled that it
had fallen %o her to speak on behalf of the Commission hefore the Sub-Commisson
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, vhich had met in
Wew York in dJanuary. On that occasion she had stressed not only the progress
nade bj wvomen in the fields of the right to vote and eligibility for election,
but also the enormous advances still to be made in the matter of access to
pub11c offlco.

3. Accéss of women to education - o

Tach year the Comni ssion considers a special aspect of this problem and it

had before it an excellent report concerning the access of women to higher edu-
- cation, which had been prepared hy UNESCO in collaboration with the Internatio-
nal Federation of University omen., This Federation had sent a guestionnaire
to all its member associations asking for relevant information,” At the sanme
time an individual questionnaire had been sent to selected persons who were
members of national associations in 22 countries. It is impossible within the
framevwork of this newslebter to give an account of this fagcinating report,

but we want to pick up two or three points. ‘

Concerning the financing of education, the study revealed that:

"Méhy women students at institutions for highor education are finghced
by funds other than State scholarships or grants.

"Canada made an interesting comment on the needs for women's organisations
to support younger women financially in their attempts to obtain higher
education, The University Women's Club of Canada offers fellowships to
women students, The Grants programme of the Anerican Association of
University Women makes an important contribution to the higher education
of women in the USA. The British Federation, the Belgian Federation and
the Netherlands Federation have extensive scholars ship programmes. Other
national federations within the IFUW are developing similar programmes
and, in addition, the IPFUW offers annually a nunber of 1nternat10na1
scholarships for research and further study.

"This developnent is to sone extent a compensatory neasure for wonen, Where-
as grants and fellowships offered by business undertukln gs to men arc
numerous, they arc as yeb very rarcly offered to women., This fellowship
progranne is perhaps cven nore important for girls than boys for a social

reason, Fanilies arc still reluctant to 1nvest as much noney in a girl's
education as in a boy's cducation.! 1/

1/ E/CN.6/327: Access of women to higher education, p.19
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Concerning the choice of studies, it seems that the attitude of mind

" %o teach the orphan boy bto read, .
to teach the orphan girl to sew "

ig still present in a modified form,

" About half the replics felt that there was definite orientation of
girls towards certain types of work and that traditional attitudes were the
most important factors in this oricntation. Reasons for orientation were
given sg follows: ‘

Tradition and vrejudice 16 countries

Physical rcasons 15 countrics
TBeononic reasons 14 countrics
Social reasons 9 countriaes

The distinction between soclal and traditional rcasons was not always clear.

" The orxder of proference in wonen's choice of studics presents a sone-
what surprising picturc, and one which it is difficult to interpret. It seens
beyond question that the Arts (Liberal Arts) abbtract the greatest number of
women, but whether fron free choice or long-standing custon it was impossible
to say from the inquiry. The fact that so nany womcn enber the teaching pro-
fession has a possible bsaring on this.

" Tyenty-cight countries gave Arts as a first choice and only threc gave
Scicnce, but eleven countries gave Science as a third choice. WNo other sub-
jects rated so high in second or third place. The next highest rating was
Medicine, which was put in second place by eight countries, third place by
nine countries and fourth place by nine countries where it tied with Law,
which has a low rating, in sccond and third place,

" In nost cases the choice was said to be relevant to employment condi-
tions within the country. In a number of countries Medicine ranked high
‘because it could be independently practised where woncn were excluded by custom
from senior posts in the public services, Probably for a similar‘reason'women
barristers are nuncrous in the Wetherlands, Belgiun and Switzerland., Tradition
and tho subjects studicd at school were also deencd to be important factors in
the choice, Thirty-two countrics related the choice %o employrient conditions,
twenty-tuo countries to traditiocnal attitudes and custons, twenbty-one countries
to subjects studied at school, and four countries to training facilitics.," 1/

It is of interest to note that, whercas in sonc countries in which higher
education for women has long been accepted, e.g. Great Britain and USA, thore
appears to be a slight trend towards the provision of a specifically "fominine
ecducation", in others undcr rapid teehnical devclopnent there has been a ten-
dency to standardise the curricula at primary and sccondary level, %o give
boys and girls the samc general ftype of education.

b,  Status of womcn in private law.

a) Legal gtatus of married wonen

For years, the Commission has been studying various aspccts of this
complex question. The United Wations Secretoriat has Just ilssued an cxcellent
publication on "The legal status of married woncn" which constitutes a valuable
handbook for the pronotion of equal rights for wonen in the field of fanily law
and property rights,

1/ ivid., pp. 23, 24 and 25
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In many so-called developed countrics, thore is still discrimination
against married women concerning properiy rishts, freesdon of occupation,
of donicile, of worlk, of guardianship of children, and YWCAs would do well
to go on studying the guestion and pressing for changes if nceded.

n

b. Minirmnm age for narriage and free conscnt to narriage

In 1956, in Mo, 39 of the World YWCA "Social and International Neowslettcr!,
and in 1957 in Wo,43, ve referrcd at some length to the problenm of bride price
and child narriage.

This ycar the Comndssion had before it a roport on the legal age for
narriage and consent to marriage, showing that the situation is far fron satis-
factory, even in so~called socielly developod countrics., In a number of coun-
tries and terriftorics the ninimun age of marriage is very low, particularly for
girls; in other arcas no ninirun age of nerriage is coven prescribed by law,

The Tizing of tho age of narviage 1s onc inportent means of preventing child
narriage; it has a dircct bearing on the physicol and noral welfarc of both
sexes and, therefore, the nininun age should not be too low.

In vicw of this, the representatives of Cuba, Poland and France wanted
the Coumission to support the idea of an intornational convention on the nini-
nun age of marriege, Others, like the represcnbatives of the United Kingdon
and Belgium, were advocating the need fto worls -first on public opinion and
through education,

It was interesting to hear the chalirnan gpcaling for her counbry (Polrdstan)
saying that whon "the Commission considered the age of marriage, 1t was not
necessarily trying to nodcrnize countrics, bub rother to improve the physical
and noral well-being of woricn and their health, BSoveral Moslcn stdtes insisted
on conscnt to marriage aund the new stabe of Tunisia had even instituted nono-
gany. Pakisten did not want to deprive its wonen of rights on the pretext of
religion., The Commission shouvuld consider laying down a minimun age. It could
be said without ony fear of scetarianisn that in Moslen torritories bolonging
to colonial powers 1t was the duty of the lattcr to casurc that woimcn enjoyed
their legitinate rights. It would be scandalous if pecoples who could not
express their point of view wers to be neglected on the pretezt of religion

or custom."

In o discussion of this sort, therc are alays governnonts which are
afraid of drastic steps and of international instruncnts vhich they feel they
could not ratify, and others which wont to push ahead. The price of conpromise
is always a suggestion for a further study ncedod... (sec Appendiz I for the
Resolution adopted), as a way of deleying prompt acticn withoubt saying "no",

At a later stage we shall vrite in furthor detail to Hational Associotions,

aslting then to study the question of ninirmum age for narriage.

The Conmission considered agoin in a closcd nceting the question of ritual
operations affeceting tho nhysical integrity of girls ond requestod BCOSOC to
ask the Yorld Health Organisation to undertole an inqguiry on the subject, as
well as to study ncthods to stop these practices.

5. Heononic opporbunities for woncn

The discussion was centered on four nain subjccts: The situntion of
working wonen with fanily responsibilitics ~ Right to rcst and right to nate-
rial security - Agc of pension - Bqual pay for caual worlk,
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a., The situation of working wonen with fanily responsibilitics

Since the World YWCA Bxecubtive Cormittee is naking it a major subject for
gtudy in preparation for the next World Council, we shall not go into the
detail of the situvation of vorking vomen vith fanily responsibilities, Ve
are very pleased o see some of the very nood material provided by various
YWCAs included in the reports before the Comnission, This material came fron
the. WCAs of Australia, Burna, Hong-Kong, Janaica, New Zealand, Sweden, the
United Kingdom, in answer to a letter with a questionnaire seit at the request
of the Commission on the Status of Women. Ve give in Appendix IT the state-
nent made before the Commigsion on behalf of the World YUCA.

b. Should men and wonen retire at the same age?

Therc were nmany argunents for and against in the discussion of the report
based again on information reccived fron non-governnental organisations,

The World YWCA had provided informntion received from Assoclations in
Canada, Finland, ¥ew Zealand, Switzerland and the USA,

It is clear that if wonen want full cqualilty, they should not insist on
a lower age Tor pension, that further this kind of discrimination in favour
of women results in a lower pension for women and also nakes it difficult for
older wonen who want to go back to worl tc find employment.

Some menbers of the Commission felt that the princlple of equality as
botween ncn and wonen should be considered in the 1ight of wonen's major con-
bribution to society, and that the community should recognize this principle
by pernitting a lower pensionable age for women than for nen.

Other menbers drew attention to the diversity of the opinions concerning
the age of retirement and pensionable age; they felt that the question of
personal cholce was a major factor to be considered in this connexion.

Finally a resolution was passed urging 7.G.0,'s to continue their efforts
toward the equal rights of women in respect of the age of retirement and rights
to pensions of workers., The same resolution recornends that all State members
of the United llations and specialized agencies facilitate the equal treatment
of men and women workers with respect to pension plans and see that the normal
retirement age be the same for men and wonmen.

c. The right bto rest and right to material SGCurity

There is a very interesting evolution as to protective legislation for
wonien, especially due to the fact that labour legislation has developed and
inmproved. Technological advance has also contributed to reduce hours of work
for all. ’ o » .
However, as Mrs, Figueroa, the ILO representative,'pointed out, the
length of the average working day, week and year in any given country varies
‘according to the degree of econonic and social development, and differences
also occur as between industries and occupationsg in the same country. - The
ILO represcntative also stated that, in spite of a tendency in many countries
to extend the coverage of collective bargsining agreements and .other instru--
nents to as many workers as possible, many categories of workers where wonen
are nunerically inportant, such as agricultural and domestic workers, nurses
and hotel employees, were not covered by agreements or regulations dealing
with the right to rest, -
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The following are the conclusions of the IT0 report :

Part A: The right to rest = Sumary

"In the past, measures to secure to women the right to rest and the
linitation of hours of work were the subject of special legiglation of a
clearly protective ngture. Today, hours of work are governed by general
legislation, collective agreements and other instrunents which apply %o
wonen as well as fto men.

Wyonen workers thus benefit from the general trend to reduce daily
or weekly hours of work,

"However, the legislation and the regulation provided by collective
agreemsnts and other instrunments do not cover all workers in every country.

"A proportionally large number of women are enployed in the groups
excluded from legal protection and subjcct to special regimes. Among then,
for example, are domestic servants, nursing staff, home workers and agri-
cultural workers. Thig list is not exhaustive.

tApart from general laws and regvlations, many countries have enacteld
special laws applicable to women only which 1init or prohibit night worlz,
overtine, ctc. These specific measures scek to take into account the spe-
cisl position of wonen.

Those neasures should neet two essentisl conditions:

a) they must be adapted to the actual and specific requirements of wonen
workers;
~b) they nust enable women to take their place in the labour market on an
equal footing with nen.

NThe balance to be struck betwecn these two requirenents constitutes
the basic problen of any regulations specifically concerned with wonen work-
ers and the necessity of establishing that balance rust be borne in nind in
any action undertaken for the benefit of wonen.,

AN oxecssive number of protective or ill-directed neasures must
have a harnful effect on women's chances of finding employment. The abscnce
of measures deprives them of the safeguauds to which they arc entitled.

"The present trend is apparcntly directed towards an sasing of the
rigid, all-embracing, measures forncrly adopted for the purpose of prevent-
ing serious abuse., More attention is boing given to the fact that specific
measures night impair the employment opporbtunitics of wonicn, ! 1/

Part B: The right to social security - Sumnmary

Nhere are certain differences in the treatnont of men and women with
regard to the right to social sccurity. In the case of old-ags insurance,
out of fifty-one countries having retirenent schenes, twenty-five have dif-
ferent pensionable ages for men and for women while twenty-six have a uni-
forn age.

1/ UW Heomonic and Social Council, Commission on the Status of Yonen, 12th
Session: The right to rest and the right to material securlty in case of old
age, illness or loss of capacity to work, docunecnb E/CN.6/323, 29 Jonmary 1958,




YRecent amendments to legislation have bbncrally had the effect of
lowering the retircnent age for wonen in countries which previously had a
uniforn age (Bolgium, Czechoslovekia, Svitzerland, United States), The
completely new legislation introduced in recunt years also applies the
principle of differcntiating between nen,and wongn with regard to the ago
of eligibility for & pen31on.

"Ingufficient information is availlable concerning differential treat-
nent with regard to health insurance to provide a basls for any conclus .
sions.”‘CU sce footnote on preceding pags.)

d, VBqual pay for equal worlk!

The debate on "Equal pay for equal work" was lively., While thore is
progress, much remaing to be achieved for full equality. A pamphlet is being
prepared by the United Wations gilving the history of the ILO Convention, its
application and a study of the canpaigns for equal pay for equal work carried
on by N,G.0.'s, It will be published ne:t yoar,

Some YWCAs have been very active in these campaigns and the Wational Gene-
ral Secretary of the YWCA of Wew Zealand (in 1956) tried to have an exchange
of infornmation on this subject, with several YICAs.

A discussion arosc around the draft Convention on Discrimination of Zxploi-
tation and Occunation which is bofore the ILO Conforeunce and which cxcludes
from the scopc of this application the princinle of cqual remuneration for nen
and women on the ground that therc is already a convention on the subjoct,

The Commission has reguested the permission to be rcoresented at the ILO Con-
fercnce,

6. Seninars

The Cormission was very laudatory about the 1957 Bangkok Seninar on "Civic
Responsibilitics and increascd participation of Asian Women.in Public Life", at
" which our Vlcc president, Mrs. Ba Maung Chain, was present. ‘

Members of thc Gonn1531on were unaninous in thinking that the Holding of
seninars was a nost useful way of improving the status of womcn, The regions
of Tatin Ancrica, Africa, Asia and Burope were variously nentioned as areas
which could bencfit froem senminars on such topics as civic responsibilitics and

-the status of women in public and in private lav, and the view was cxzpressed
that such seninars should be organised on an annual basis,

On behalf of her governricnt, the represcntative of Argentina cxtended an
invitation to the Sccrctary-Gencral to organise in Argentina in 1959 a rceglonal
senilnar on civic rcsponsibilities and the incrceased participation of women in
public life. Mrs, DLorena Hahn, the reprcscntative of the USA, also rencwed the
invitation ecxtendod by her governnent in 1956 to act as host for a regional
geninar on the civic responsibilitics of women, Members of the Commission
cxprossed thelr deep appreciation for the invisatlons conveyed by the repre-
gentatives of Argenbtina and of the USA, and secveral nenbers noted that they
hoped at a fubure date to be in a position to extend sinilar invitations on
behalf of their government,

Finally the Cormission adopted a resolution indicating a teptatlve plan
for further seminars.
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7 Periodicity of the sessiong of thc Commission

Some Commonwcalth Govermment represcntatives, inspired to wise cconony,
would have liked the Commission to neet bi-annually. But during the
genoral debatc other members stressed the inmortance of the work which
remained to be done by the Commission for the irmrovement of the status
of women and the pronotion of squal rights with nen; several merbers
insisted on tho necessity of speeding up the vork of the Cormmission in
order to achieve the implencniation of the principles of the United Nations
Charter and of the Universal Declaration of Hunan Rights,

It was recomncended thercfore that the Commission should continue to
neet annually,
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IT. SUB—COMMISSION‘ON PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION
AND PROTECTION OF MINORITIES, 10th session
(Commission of Human Rightss of ECOSOC)
New Yorks January 13 - February 7, 1958

Efforts toward the eradication of disorimination in threec major fields -
religious rights and practices, political rights, and employment and. ocoupation -
were made this year by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities.

Most of the four-weck session was devoted to the discussion of a draft
report on discrimination in religious rights, prepared by a special rapporteurs
Mr. Aroot Krishnaswami of India. The .report based on material received from
54 governments and 25 non-governmental organisations, besides other sourcess is
particularly concerned with unwarrented interference,of governments in matters
of religion. The special rapporteur concludes that there is an inereasing
measure of toleration in most countries and notes "a trend toward equality of
treatment of individuals without regard to whether they belong to a certain
chureh or religion, or whether they are agnostics or atheists."

The Sub-Commission examined and approved a plan of work set forth in an
interim report on discrimination in political rights prepared by Hernan Santa
Cruz 'of Chiles Mr. Santa Cruz informed the Sub-Commission that his completed
study will include material on such topics as conditions for participating in
electionss eligibility for clective or non-elective public office and separate
representation of distinct groups. So far material has been collected from 35
governments and several non-governmental orgenisations. ’

The Sub-Commission also rccomnended the convening of a second conference
of non-governmental organisations interested in the eradication of prejudice
and discriminations to be held under United Nations auspices in 1959. The first
conference took place in Geneva in April 1955.

Next year the Sub-Commission will consider the question of "the right of
everyone to leave any country, including his own, and to retumm to his country'.




- 58 - APPENDIX I

Resolution adopted at the 12th sesgsion of the
Commission on the Status of Womens March 1958

Status of women in private law

The Commission on the Status of ‘%omens

Recalling article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, resolution

843 (IX) of the CGeneral Assembly and resolution 652 G (XXIV) of the Ecoromic
and Social Councils as well as article 2 of the supplementary Convention on the
Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Instltutlons and Practloes 51m11ar
to Slavery;

Having considered the report by the Secretary-General on the consent to
marriage and age of marriage (E/CN.6/317 and Add.1l) and having noted that, in
his introduction to that report, the Secretary-General states that the sources
of “information which were at his disposal were not exhaustive;

Believing that further information in this field will prove helpful to
assure protection for women and the family;

Recommends'that the Boonomic and Social Coﬁﬁcil adopt the following resolution:

" The Eoonomic  and Social Council

1. Requests the Secretary- ~-General to 01rcu1ate to Némber Governments and to
non-governmental organizations in consultative status; a quesfionnaire d681gned
to obtain information on consent to marriage and requlrements as to age and
reglstratlon of marriage;

« Requests the. Seoretary~Genural to prepare for the 14th segsion of the
Commlss1on on the Status of Women a report based on 1nformat10n received from
governments and from non-governmental organizations;

3« Invites Member Govermments and non-governmental organlaatlons to co-
operate with the Secretary-General by providing the information requested at
an carly date;

4. Considers that it may be appropriate to prescrlbe desirable standards
in this field by r by means of an international instrument under the auspices of the
United Nations which would establish a minimum age of marriage, preferably of
not less than 16 years; requirement of free consent of both parties to the
marriage; and compulsory registration of marriages;

5. Invites the Secretary-General to prepare for the 1l4th session of the
Commission on the Status of Women a dreft convention dealing with the three
questions outlined in the preceding paragraph.
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Statement presented by the World YWCA
to the 12th session of the Commission on the Status of Women -
on the situation of working women with family responsibilities

March 19568

The material collected by the United Nations and the International Labour
Office and the reports E/AN.6/329 - "The Situation of Working Women with Family
Responsibilities" and E/ON.6/524 - "orking Womens including Working Mothers with
Family Responsibilities" will be of great value for stimulating action by NGO's in
relation to improving the situation of working women with family responsibilities.

The YWCA in its inner nature has always been an urban movement. All sooial
needs of women linked with industrialization and urbanization have stimulated the
imagination of leaders with regard to oreating social services or fostering
private or public action which would serve working women and girls.

In the pasts much of the thinking of the movement has been devoted towards
girls and women in industry, business and household employment. Few YWCAs still
‘devote specialized staff time and interest to the question of girls and women in
industry, but with the development of white collar jobss most YWCAs have included
in their programme activities related %o business girls and women. lMore and more
are conocerned with the problem of working mothers and working women with family
responsibilities. - C

A bird's eye-view of the present programae of many Jlocal YWCAs shows new
experiments to help women to find or to fit into a new style of 1ife and also to
give their children a good start in life from the healths nutrition or education
point of view. '

The expefiment also shows a great desire to help the cbmmunity to understand
the multirole of the modern woman and its responsibility for alleviating her task.

Pursuing the work undertaken in the last World YWCA Council in view of re-
‘assessing the place and role of women in societys our Executive Committee has
decided to concentrate its efforts in this line on some problems of working women,
such as vodational training, facilities for women with family respongibilitiess
part-time work for women with special reference to the use of part-time workers in
the YWCA; all these questions being already studied in relation to some surveys of
the work accomplished by National YWCAs s surveys undertaken at the request of the
Commission on the Status of Women and the International Labour Organization.

y These studies will be published in a new periodical "T he YWCA in Action" which
is a regular publication bringing information and suggestions regarding YWCA
brogrammes and projects in the field of social and international'responsibility.

A first study is on the press on day-care services for children in the YWCA»
that is a study of day nurseries nursery schoolss kindergartens nursery groups
and baby sitting, social service centres including maternity and child welfare
centres, school feeding programmes , play-grounds and day campss which are
traditional activities in YWCAs of industrial countries and which are more
recent in areas of urbanization. ' -

This paper will prove rewarding if it helps YWCAs to test their projectss
to analyze the aim in each particular situation and standards of these projects,
if it stimulates them to pioneer and to take action - to improve family relationss
child welfare and youth work - by discussion groupss by taking a share in com-~
munity services or comnunity development and thus in the raising of the economic
and social standards of their country. ' '

Developing and keeping standards

Any social service project raises the question of standards and continuing
financial support. In countries where day-care services have been established
for a long times they have become part of the pattern of social welfare.
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Experience through the yearss expert advice, the development of new educational
methods or of public health, have led the community and the State to adopt
standards regarding premisess equipment, training of personnel, health and food.

Only as day-care services reach a oertain level does it seem that emphasis
is placed also on the daily programme and on the number and quality of staffs
despite the decisive importance of these factors in the all-round growth and
development of children under care.

YWCA day-oaré centres may have premises fitting into the pattern of the
 community - very simple and cleans bath and kitchen facilities according to the
custom of the country. Some use the YWCA building or the YWCA ground, others
have built day nurseries on the western patterns with all modern equipment
(Hong Kong, Japans Thailand).

The question as to who carries the responsibility of the day-to-day
operation of the centres is of primary importance. The person must help to oreate
an atmosphere of security for the children, of confidenoe on the part of the
parents and help to develop a good spirit among the personnel.

The answers to our questionnaire show that in the centres run by the YWCA
everywhere there is at least one professionally trained social worker or nursery
school teacher as the director of the centre or of the school. Some centres
have only trained staff (Japans Sweden, Finland). Others have in addition to
educational staff a nurse or a midwife if they include a maternity and child
welfare centre. The day-care services are under the supervision of the general
searetary or of a social responsibility seoretary and of a spenial committee in-
cluding volunteers and advisers (doctorss social workers, teacherss public
health officers). ‘ '

In the YWCA projeots there is an evident concern for standards, sometimes
difficult to keep up because of the growing demand for the extension of the ser-
vices due to rapid urbanization (Asia, Africa), the scarcity of trained porsomnel
and the lack of funds. Committees have a serious task of enlightened supervision
with regard to good staff policys including salaries and conditions of employ-
ments to the number of children to be admitted, the number of aotivities which
can be wisely administered and the coordination of efforts with other com-
munity agencies. ;

The importance of the composition and of the task of such committees is to
be stressed and should be given high priority by the Board. Here we should like
to stress the need for Committees responsible for supervision of day-care ser-
vices for children and for staff to have a clear knowledge of the communitys of
the problems of work as well as of those of child welfare and education. This
knowledge will help them to understand the daily work and problems of the child-
ren's parents and to establish a sound rclationship with the family and more
specially with the working mother.

In doing sos leaders will also realize that, in addition to contributing
to the healthy and happy growth of little children as one importent solution to
the world problem of urbanization and industrializations each well run day-
care centre may mean the breathing space which overburdened women need to col-
leot themselves and find strength for the daily work and personal inner growth
without which no one may know that "the Kingdom of God is within us'.

The reports before us while extremely useful and stimulating, do not stress
this question of standards for day-care services for children. We feel that the
Comnission should support all cfforts to establish and maintain good standards
in premises, equipments personnel, health, nutrition and programme. It is only
in so far as the services will be well run and have the full confidence of
working mothers that these mothers will be able to make their full contribution
as workers. » v o :
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Conclusions- and Recommendations from the International
Federation of University Wouwen's Survey
to the‘thh‘Session of the Status of Women Commission of the U.N.

. This inquiry reveals:

1. The recognition of the right of women to have education at all levels from
the primary stage to the university.

2. A'tendency for all fields of study to be opened to women without discrimination.

3+ An over-all increase in the numbers of women proceeding to higher education
especially in the universities. ' :

4. A general effort to provide women with‘adequate facilities in intellectual
and material wayss whioh is an important step towards de facto equality of access
to higher education.

5« The importance of the contribution made by highly educated women to the life
of the community in wany fields - as professional workers, as researcherss as
educators and as voluntary workers in the society in which they live and to which.
they bring their trained minds and specialist knowledge. These activities are
carried on in addition to their duties to the family.

6. That the development of the status of women in the university and other in-
stitutions of higher education follows the changing pattern of the society in
which they live. The picture is diversified and fluid. In countries where wniver-
sity education has a long pasts the evolution has been slow and continuous; in
others where radical social and economic changes have taken place; there has been
a rapid development of educational facilities, especlally for women.-

7+ In many countries women do not yet avail themselves to the fullest extent of

the educational possibilities legally open to them; the reasons for this are the
persistence of social traditions and psychological prejudicess and also the lack
of economic opportunities for women.

8. The world picture in the field of‘higher education for women is an encouraging
one, but detailed information also reveals what has not yet been achieved and
indicates the lines along which further progress could be made. (*)

Recommendations

l. In the pursuit of education for all members of a community measures should be
taken simultancously at all levels and not only at primary or secondary level.

The early stages are conditioned by the quality and quentity of teachers available.
The universities provide the teachers who will train the teachers of the secondary
and primary schools. The secondary schools provide the students for the univer-
sity. The primary schools provide the foundations for the whole educational
structure.

2« The orientation of women students as well as men should be striotly on a
basis of inclination and ability. It is important that society should not
drastically impose on them a traditional role which may now be out of line with
the emergent patierns of modern society, nor by contrast impose upon them

narrow fields of study and channels of employment dictated by short-term policies

(*) UN 12th Commission on the Status of Women: "Access of women to higher
education"s report prepared by the UN Educationals Scientific and Cultural
Organization in collaboration with the International Federation of University
Women (E/N.6/327), pe 43 : :
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of national expediency. General culture, which is the tool of all learnings
should precede specialist educations and this is of the first importance for
womens whose influence on the younger generation, through their dual role, is
probably greater than that of men. o ‘

5. That flexibility in method of achieving the access of women to higher
education is at present desirable as long as the quality of the results is high.
It would be undesirable to seek to impose alien structures upon a national
gociety in the name of progress. - ' '

4. :That all possible measures bc taken at national and international levels to
encourage women to make full use of their intellectual abilities and training
in research programmes through: '
(a) more scholarships and grants;
(b) the introduction of more flexible conditions under whioh"wérk for
higher degrees or rescarch may be carried onj’ B
(¢) more opportunities for women in international fields of work;

(d) propaganda. to this end through mass media on the value of
~ womanpower in the general edifice of human achievement.  (¥)

(*) ibide, pe 43 =~ 44.
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