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is aware that no one is even
mildly disturbed at the way
Jesus treated women or
strangers. Neither is any-

esting, especially consider-
ing that the Women’s

Division has denied know-
ing anything about contro-

one protesting the versial content of the con-
metaphors that Jesusused ~ ference prior to the event.
to explain God’s concern. """ .

What they are shocked to In regard to the recent
discover is that the shake-up at a Southern
Women’s Division finan- Baptist theological school,
cially supported a confer- ohe UM seminary presi-
ence in which milk and dent told the United
honey were offered in the Methodist Reporter that

name of Sophia and no
one from the division
protested. One trusts that
Ms. Craig is not predict—"

at the Women’s
Division.

According to T
the United Methodist Rel ay
(New Jersey), the Women’s
Division made their spon-
sorship selections for
UMW vice presidents
attending the “Re-
Imagining” Conference by |
requiring them to “com-
plete a long questionnaire
and write an essay.”

One UMW vice presi-
dent who was chosen for |
the all-expense paid con-/
ference said, “They took/
pains to choose mature /
Christians.” Although §
defends the “Re-
Imagining” event, she

- admits that she “walke tion. MQA
out on two of the ser- < :
vices.” According to the Apparently, some folks

paper, the Women’s .
Division chose women
“who could hear a broad
cross section of ideas and
expressions of faith with-
out being overwhelmed by
it all.” This is most inter-

our theological schools
have less controversy con-
cerning academic freedom
‘ than Southern
)\ Baptists do
“because we are
less doctrinal.” He
went on to
explain: “It’s not
a big issue for
us. We hold aca-
demic freedom
very high.”
Perhaps that
helps explain the
recent nocturnal “Moon
Howl” held at UM-related
Candler School of
Theology. The advertise-
ment posted around cam-
pus read: “Moon Howl: A
ritual of spiritual season
and expression of voice.
Join us, one and all, for
Fire, Circle Dance, Poetry
and Howling.” (We are not
pulling your leg.) The
event was sponsored by the

_Emory Women’s Center

and the Candler School of
Theology’s Women’s

~Catcus, which is funded

though the seminary’s stu-
dent government associa-

are troubled that the Renew
Women'’s Network
(ECUMW) claims they are
“within” United Methodist
Women (UMW) rather
than separate from it. To
set the record straight, at no

time has Renew stated that
they are an official network
sanctioned by the Women’s
Division. From the begin-
ning they have been placed
on the Women’s Division’s
“unofficial” list, Neverthe-
less, the women participat-
ing in Renew are “within”
the UM Church and “with-
in” the organization of
UMW, With few excep-
tions, the women who
choose to network with
Renew are very active
members of the UMW,
Many are local, district, or
conference officers. For the
record, three district UMW
officers and one conference
UMW officer serve on the
Renew committee.,

Perhaps you have seen
the recent conclusions of
the Jesus Seminar, a clan of
liberal and presumptuous
“scholars” who vote on
which words Jesus actually

beads—red, pink, and gray. _
In the Lord’s Prayer, for -~
example, the only words (\ ;
the group agreed that Jesus “
ever said were “Our o
Father.” Most recently, the ‘:‘?b

group decided that Jesus

never interpreted the cup )N
and loaf as his body and . )
blood at the Last Supper, -
the feeding of the 5,000

(S ™~
was inauthentic, and the i:) !
betrayal by Judas was fic- .

tion. The UM Newscope X\»

and Circuit Rider publish

1

all of the seminar’s find- =
ings without a whiff of §3)
skepticism—gospel truth, " [
you know.

You may be wondering-.
how on earth did such a §%’
collection of theologians

many of whom are consid-
ered second-string by bibli-
cal scholars—gainsuch . |
wide and uncritical atten- ¢ \i‘s
tion? “There was a deliber- \;
ate decision to play to the N
media,” admits one of their !

said and judge the authen-  ringleaders to Newsweek. 'Z\?

ticity of the events in his “We thought the colors ™3 |

life. The seminar votingis  would be more photo-

conducted with colored genic.” Hmmm, & i
S
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