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A Brief History of the Waman's Suffrage Movement
by Irwin Silber

"The right of the citizens of the United States to vote
shall not be denied or ebridged by the United States or
by any state on account of sex."

-19th fmendment tc %ke Constitution~

With those few simple words, adopted by the people of
the United States through their Congress and State
Legislatures in 1920, American women gained the right.
to vote -- and our nation gained the honor of being
among the first to epact guarantees of woman suffrage
into 1ts laws.

Today, when the right of all to vote and freely par-
ticipate in public affairs is taken for granted,* it
is hard to realize that the lssue of woman suffrage
once wracked the nation fram coast to coast. Riots,
demonstrations, outraged sermons, indignant edito
rials, and frenzied emotional cutbursts fram all sides
highlight the history of the long, uphill fight for
wvaman's electoral rights which wes capped by triumph
with the adoption of the 19th Amendment.

The struggle for woman suffrage in America is actu.
ally older than our country,
demand for votes for wcmen was made by Margaret Brent
in Maryland in 1647. For the next 200 years, however,
woman suffrage remaired a minor issue as America
fought the battle for national independence,

The next important step forward in the veman suffrage
movement came with the emergence of the great anti-
slavery agitation of the 1830's. The natural ideo-
logical affirity of the two causes was heightenad by
the active and leading role played by many women in
the Abolitionist movement, Outstanding figures in
the battle egainst slavery, like William Lloyd
Gerrison, Frederick Douglass and Wendell Phillips
were also ardent champions of wvomen's rights.
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The issle bélame 50 explosive at times that 1t fre.
quently threatened to disrupt the unity of the anti-
slavery forces, and a mumber of barmful splits in the
Anti-Slavery Society are directly attributable to a
divergence of views on this question,

In 1840, Lucretis Mott ‘whd M izabetn Cady Stanton
vere among the American delegates to the first World
Anti-Slavery Convention inm London. The presence of
these wvomen caused an uproar in the asgembly and,

efter a good deal of acrimonious and intensive
debate, the Convention refused to seat them as -
delegates. L

X

And so the world's First Anti-Slavery congress pre=-
sented the ridiculous spectacle of excluding dele-
gates from a land where slavery had reached the
height of econcmic development and whers the anti.
slavery agitation was growing more and more intense
- because of the presence of two wome n
Abolitionists,

Stirred and deeply agltated by their experiences in
London, Lucretia Mott end Elizabeth Cady Stanton
resolved that upon returning home they wouid
initiate the campaigu for women's rights on a wider
scale than ever before. -

The plans for a new step in the battle did not mature
until 1848, however, vhen Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth
Cady Stanton called the first American Woman's Rights
Convention in Seneca Falls » New York. Among the
gpeakers was the eloquent Kegro abolitionist and ex-
slave, Frederick Douglass. By 1852, women's rights
groups in many parts of the country were holding
local conventions,

Despite this widecpread activity, the monumentsl
struggle against slavery eclipsed the wamen's rights
movement until after the Civil War, The sulfragists
themselves, practically all of whom were active
Abolitionists, understood the necessity for winning
the anti-slavery battle first. Hot anly wes slavery
the overvhelming issue of the day, but the success-
ful outcome of that struggle would, they felt, be an
important step in helpirg to achieve the rights of
woemen,

*With the glaring exception of the voting rights .-
and civil rights in geperal -- of the Negroes of the
South.,
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With the end of the war and the emancipation of the
Negro slaves, the suffrage movement took a glgantic
leap forward., It is significant that the first suf-
frage songs of which we have any record do not appear
until after 1865 -- indicating that a level of mass
agitation had been reached in the post Civil War
period unlike anything achieved before.

It soon becaze apparent to most of the women's rights
leaders that ths key issue was suffrage., The cause
of equality betwsen the sexss and the general individ-
uzl and human rights of women would obviously best

be advanced through women's power at the polls.
Accordingly, a campaign for the right of women to vote
developed and became the over-riding demand of all
women's rights advocates.

Of course, being an American movement, it developed
splits even before it was orgerized. In 1869,
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony helped
to found the National Woman Suffrage Association.
Their aim was to work for an amendment to the
Federal Constitution granting wamen the vote,

At the same time, another influential and devoted
group of suffragists believed that amendments to the
various state constitutions would be a better way of
winning the vote. And so, under the leadership of
Lucy Stone and Julia Ward Howe (the author of "Battla
Hymr of the Republic"), the American Woman Suffrage
Association was born -- also in 1869,

While both groups conducted extremely valughle
agitation and called public attention to the cause,
it took the dual organizations 21 years to realize
that both methods could be worked for within the
framework of one organization and, in 1890, a merger
was finally effected,

The year 1869 was a milestone in the woman's suffrage
movement for another reason as well, Up until 1869,
the specific legal gains achieved in behalf of waman
suffrage vere few and far between., In 1838, the
state of Kentucky had granted widowed mothers in
county districts the right to vote for school
trustees,

Operating on the same general principle -- that the
education of children was the proper concern of
wamen -- Kansas, in 1861, granted school suffrage
rights to all wamen in the state,

But in 1869, the Territory of Wyoming adopted a
constitution, the very first clause of which guar-
anteed "equal political rights for all male and
femsle citizens.” For the first time anywhere on
American soil, men and vomen both could vote for
their elected officials. With this major break-
through, Wyoming became a shining symbol for tha
suffrage cause., In pamphlets, speeches, debates,
suffragists pointed to the example of Wyoming to
prove that women suffrage could be enacted not only
without harm to the people, but with great benefits
in enlightened public legislation.,

Twenty years later, when Wycning was admitted to the
Union, 1t became the first State to practice uni-
versal suffrage. In fact, Wyoming's admission to
the Union was.-almost Jeoparsized by its firm wtand
in behalf of weman's right to vote,

When Congress, in 1890, was considering Wyaming's
application, the anti-suffragists realized what a
dangerous precedent would be set were Wyoming to
tecame & state. In two years time, wvomen would be
casting ballota for the President of the United
States, and that significant event was bound to make
the rapldly-growing woman's suffrage movement, in
the vords of a hard-pressed politico of the period,
"inguffragable." .

The opponents of woman suffrage, therefore, put up a
heated battle to get Wyaming to change its Consti~
tution. At the height of the storm, Wyoming's
territorial delegate to Congress notified the State
Legislature that the territory might not be granted
Statenood if it did not eliminata woman suffrage.
The Legislature, which was in session at the time
anxiously awaiting the news from Washington that
Wyoming had beccme the Uhth State, immediately
dispatched a telegram to its delegates:

"We will remain out of the Union a hundred years
rather than came in without woman suffrage.”

Faced with this adamant gtand, Congress reluctantly
granted Wyoming its statehood, July 10, 1890. And to
this day, Wyoming's nickname is "The Equality State.”

The dam had been breached and the flood-gates were
open. In 1893, Colorado, then governed by the
Populist Party, becams the second state to enact
waman suffrage. The movement gathered momentum and
each year saw other states rall in line, Lo

Votes for women became one of the major national’
issues of the 1900-1920 period: This is the era of

the woman's parades y of the torchlight demonstrations,
of the suffragettes chaining themselves to lamp-posts,

The 1912 presidential election campaign was a high-
point in the movement, The women utilized Shot
three-cornered race between Wilson, Roosevelt
Taft to gain support for their cause.

In New York, a young woman by the pame of Maude
Malone, an ardent suffragette, made a practice of
attending campaign rallies and disturbing the pro-
ceedings. The New York Times called her a "conspica
uous disturber of political meetings . ., , whose
last public appearance caused a stir at the address
of Gov. Johnson" (Roosevelt's running-mata),

On October 9, 1912, Woodrow Wilsen was speaking about
the dangers of moncpolies at the Broaklyn Academy of
Music before a jammed house of Democratic partisans,
At the height of wilson's oration, Maude Malone, who
had comfortably ensconced herself inp an aisle geat
in the balcony, rose to her feet emi bellowed:

"HOW ABOUT VOTES FOR WOMEN?"

A bevy of police officers rushed her out of the hall
and down to the station-house before the flabbergasted
Wilson had a chance to reply. But since all the pevs-
Papers carried big stories on the incident the follow.
ing day, Miss Malone's purpose was more than ade-
quately served.

It vas this same Maude Malone, incidentally, who was
speaking on a New York street-corner for woman's votes
when a male heckler interrupted her, yelling: "How'd
you like to be a man?"

Calmly, Maude Malone turned to her Jeering questioner
and replied in a crisp tone which could be heard by all
at the meeting, "Not much., How would your"#

There was no stopping the suffrage tide now. State
after state enactad suffrage amendments. When Califor-
aia in 1915 and New York in 1917 Joined the ranks of .
women suffrage states, the largest Portion of the
battle had been won.

On June 4, 1919, Congress passed the Woman's Suffrage
Apendment and sent 1t on to the statss for ratification.
The amendment becams, a.part af. the Canstituticn on
August 26, 1920 and the vision of those first suffra-
getles who gathered together at Seneca Falls in 1848

at last was a reality,




The songs of the suffrage movement are not an espe-
cially distinguished lot. The fleeting topicality of
the lyrics combined with a melange of patriotic airs
and typical 19th Century hymns will not enthral the
causual listener.

But as a study in the moods and mores of one of the
most vital movements in our history, as well as.a
reflection of the idiam of a lost period, these songs
are priceless.

If you listen to these songs with the highly-trained
-- and sometimes Jaded -- ear of the Sputnik age, you
will hear little. But as your needle touches the
phonograph record, project yourself back into a
different world. Envision if you will, a small meet-
ing hall, or an over-size parlor of the 1890's, where
a dozen or so women have somehow managed to gather
together to share their hopes and ideas and deter-
mination for equality.

And at what a cost! Scorn and social disapproval from
the approved pillars of society: Jeers and laughter
fram fathers, husbands, pruspective boy-friends: butt
of music hall jokes and popular songs. But, spurred

on by a vision of equal rights, the women {with perhaps,
a few male supporters) meet and discuss and plan and
agitate. And then, in high, thin voices, to buoy up
sagging spirits or to celebrate a new victory, these
songs are heard.

We will work for equal rights
in the land our fathers gave, .
Singing our happy songs of freedom!
The daughters of those freemen,
we never can be slaves,
3inging our happy songs of freedom!

*This story is related by Elizabeth Gurley Flynn in
her autobiography, "Rebel Girl."

VOTEB.S are mostly men. Do you know why men are voters?

ON‘LY three reasons have been given why men should have
the vote:

TAXATION without representation is tyranny; MEN are
taxed. ‘'‘Governments derive their just powers from the
consent of the governed’'; MEN are governed. This is
& government ''of the people, by the people and for the
people’’; MEN are people. These three maxims gave the

vots to MEN.

EVERY movement in behalf of human rights with logic be.
bind it, wins in the end.

SINCE WOMEN sare taxed; WOMEN are governed; and
WOMEN are people; it follows that the logic which gave
the vote to MEN must give it to WOMEN,

LET IT BE GIVEN IN 1015,

EMPIRE STATE CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
303 TIFTH AVENUE . "NEW YOEX

COLUMBIA'S DAUGHTERS

Harriet H. Robinson
"Hold the Fort"

Words:
Music:

(Guitar acccmpaniment by Sol Julty)

It is hardly swrprising to see the melody of "Hold the
Fort" turn up in a collection of suffrage songs,
because in the latter half of the 19th century, no
gospel hymn was more popular or nore widely sung then
this ore. I have come across one other suffrage song
which employs the tune, although I em sure there are
many others.

Hold the fort for we are coming,
Coming not to stay;

hiever to give 'ip the dattle
T{11 we win the day.

The original "Hold the Fort"” was written in 1€70 by
Pailip Paul Bliss who was inspired by the recitation
of an aszcount of a Civil Var inciient in which
General Sherman was reputed ts have sent a message to
a beleagured garrison: "Hold the fort; I am coming.
W. T. Sherman.”

The well-k=own evangelist-gospel singer, Ira D.
Sarkey, introduced the song to both American and
British audisnces and it became an overmight sensa-
tion. Since then it has been pariodied countless
times ror evary concelvable cause, One of the best
known latter-day parcdies is the labor song written
by mambers of the British Transport Workers Union . .
around tbte turn of the century. And just last yeaT,
a Ghanese song celebrating the newly-won independence
of that African nation was also discovered -- to the
tune 37 "Hold the Fort.” ’

All in al), & pretty good tune. "Columbia's

Daugi:ters” turns up in at least three diffarent
suffrage song collections so we nust assume 1ts w
spread popularity. ’

Berk the sound of myriad voices
Rising in their might!
'Tis the daughters of Columbia
Pleading for the right.

CHORUS :

Reise the flag and plant the standard,
wave the signal still;

Jrothers, we rust share your freedam,
delp us, and we will.

Thirk it not an idle murmur,
You who hear the cry;

'Tis a plea for human freedom
Hallowed liberty:

(CHORUS)

0 our country, glorious nation,
reatest of them all!

Give unto thy daughters justice,
» thy pride will fall.

(CHORUS)

Great Republic! to thy watchword
Wouldst thou faithful be,

All beneath thy starry banner
Must alike be free,

(CHORUS)

UNCLE SAM'S WEDDILG

Words: <L. May Wheeler
Music: '"Yankee Doodle"

(Guitar acccmpaniment by Sol Julty)

This song appears in a songster, Suffr and
Temperance Melodies (Minneapolis, lEBK; which was
edited ty L. May Wneeler. Uncle Sam's belated wedding
vas celebrated scme 36 years too scon in the song, but
the song is.a geod.onpe anyvay -« despite an. incredible,
albeit typical, play on words in the f£ifth stanza.




Of a1l the songs that have been sung
within the States and natios,.

There's none that comes so near the hesart
As "Uncle Sam's" relation.

"Yankee Doodle" 4is his name,
U. S, his honored station;
Red and white and starry blue
His garb on each occasion.

When Uncle Sam set up his house,
He welcomed every brother,
But in the haste of his new life
He quite forgot his mother,

Now his house is up in arms,

A keeper he must find him,

To swveep and dust and set to rights
The tangles all about him.

Unele Sam is long in years

And he is growing wiser;

Be now can see 'twas a mistake
To have no Miss-advisor,

His nephews now have got the reins,
Ané loocking o'er their shoulder —
Shout to lonely Uncle Sem,
"Goodbye, old man, forever,"

Now we're here dear Uncle Sam
To help you in your trouble;
Aed the first thing best to do
Is making you a double,

Yarkee Doodle will bve gled,

To Join with us in spreading

The news abroad o'er all the land
0f Uncle Sam's great wedding.

KEEP WOMAN IN HER SFHERE

Words: D. Estabroock
Music: "Auld Lang Syne"

(Piano accampaniment by Elizabeth Xnight)

This was one of the most popular of the suffrage
songs. It appears in a number of suffrage song
collections and apparently was widely sung at
suffrage rallies,

MODERN REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT
Quartien Unmnﬁuﬂhhmndhwuhﬂ'm
! reprasent himaelf ?

ITh;hcommonnoﬁan that men represent womsn a¢ the

polls.

Dmyou over know a man who asked his wife how she wanted
him to vote?

¥ & man votes as his wife wishes him {0 do, he deoem’t repre-

I sent himsalf, *

O B, if s man votes to pisase himself, he doesn't represent

his wife.

T EE predicament of & man who attempta to represant s family
consisting of & wife, mother and daughters who hold dif.
ferent opinions, is concluyive that it cannot be done,

|7 thers are sons, the ides of & family vots isn’t applied; they
vote for themsalves,

C‘-N yOu $64 Any sense in the argument that men represent
twom:? 8% the polls? Of course not; thers ixn't any sense

VOTE FOR TEE SUFFRAGE AMENDMENT IR 1§15,

EMPIRE STATE CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
803 FIFTH AVENUE - NEW YORK

The secret of its success is not hard to find, Since

time immemorial. the chief argument advanced against..

the rights of women has been that "Woman's place {s {n
the home!" The opponents of woman suffrage constantly
argued, in reasoned tracts, newspaper editorials, and
frequently hysterical sermons that granting voman the

ballot would violate the "sanctity of the home.”

Many suffrage songs point to the anomaly of baving
upright, virtuous women governed by votes cast by
drunkards, wife-beaters and all manner of scourdrels.
In an "Appeal to American Manhood" (Julia B. Nelson -
Suffrage and Temperance Melodies), the issue is

stated clearly:

In each tramp behold a sovereign!
Subjects are your mothers all;
Paupers, convicts, idiots, minors,
Lunetics their peers you call.

Shall the villain, churl and stranger
Smite her with war, vice and rum?
Will you grant a voice to all men
and declare she shall be dumb?

Wisely, most suffragists did not argue against the
concept that woman's first responsibility was the
home. In "Winning the Vote" they answer the "true
sphere” argument sidply: "We'll sew the seans and
cook the meals; to vote won't take us long.” But,
they pointed out, the very qualities which mexe the
home so sacred and pure are nzeded in the ballot box
as well to ensure the future of the nation.

Keep waman in her sphere? Very well. But the nation
and the world are also woman's sphere.

I have a neighbor, one of those

Not very hard to find,

Who know it all without debate

And never change their mind.

I asked him "What of woman's rights?”
He said in tones sevaerz --

"My nind on that is all made up,

Keep woman in her sphere.”

I saw a man in tattered gardb

Forth from the grog-shop came;

He squandered all his cash for drink,
And starved his wife at home;

I asked him "Should not woman vote?"
He answered with a sneer --

"I've taught my wife to know her place,
Keep woman in her sphere.”

I met an earnest, thoughtful man,

ot many days ago,

¥ho pondered deep all human law

The honest truth to knov;

I asked him "What of woman's cause?”
The answer came sincere --

"Her rights are just the same as mine,
Let woman choose her sphere.”

LET US ALL SPEAK OUR MINDS

Words: William Brough
Music: J. G. Maeder

(Guitar accompaniment by Sol Julty)

One of the most celebrated -- and stereotyped --
figures of American history is the embattled feminist.
To the ardent feminist, the issue of woman suffrage
vas only one of many questions on which she fought.
In books, movies, in plays like "Blocmer Girl" we see
her bloomer-bedecked figure striding through
conformity-sanctified home and hearth spreading fear
and horror in the hearts of the timid and heightenirg
the pulses of intellectual young ladies who have
begun to wonder whether everything really is for the
best "in this best of all possible worlds,"

Lucy Stone, one of the most ardent feminists of her
time, happened to meet Viola Hutchinson (of the famed
singing Hutchinson family) on Viola's wedding day.
"Well, Viola," said the famed feminist, "so this is
your wedding day, and I suppose you have taken your




husband's name, and have entirely lost your identity,
according to Blackstone." And despite an -
acquaintanceship with Viola and her family of many
years, Lucy Stone refused to extend the usual con-
gratulations. (This incident is described in Barps
in the Wind, by Carol Brink, MacMillen Co., N. Y.,
1947).

While not directly a suffrage song, "Let Us All Speak
Our Minds" is the most forthright, outspoken feminist
musical statement which we have been sble %o find.
Philip D. Jordan, an authority on the periocd, says:
"The songs of womer's independence vere both applauded
and hissed during America's ceming of age, but none
received more defiant approval or contempt than the
song of the militant feminist, "Let Us All Speak Our
Minds if We Die For It." (From Songs of Yesterday,
Doubleday Doran, N. Y., 1941).

Men tell us 'tis fit that wives should submit

To their husbands submissively, weakly;

Tho' whatever they say, their wives should obey

Unquestioning, stupidly, meekly.

Our husbands would nake us their own dictum take
Without ever a wherefore or why for it.

But I don't and I can't and I won't and I shan't,
Ho T will speel my mind if I die for {t,

For we know {t's all fudge to say man's the best Judge
Of what should be and shouldn't, and so on.

That woman should bow, nor attempt to say how

She considers that matters should go on.

I never yet gave up myself thus a slave,

However my husband might try for it;

For I can't and I won't, and I shan't and I don't,
But I will speak my mind if I die for it.

And all ladies I hope who've with husbands to cope,
With the rights of the sex will not trifle.

We all, if we choose, our tongues but to use,

Can all opposition soon stifle;

Let man, if he will, then bid us be still

And silent, a price he'll pay high for it.

For we won't and we can't and we don't and we shan't,
Let us all speak our minds if we die for it.

THE TAXATION TYRANNY

Bosed on lyrics by General E, Estabrook
Music: “The Red, White and Blue"

(Guitar accompaniment by Sol Julty)

Much of the suffrage agitation vas based on the prin-
ciple of showing the "unenlightened" why votes for
waonen was logical and Just. A favorite argument of the
sufiragists was that if wamen could be forced to pay
taxes, they were certairly entitled to have some say
in electing the public officials who decided to impose
the tax.

When the patrists of Boston in 1773 chanted "Taxation
vithout Representation is Tyranny," they hardly dreamed
that the same slogan would ever be used by their female
descendants in demanding the right to vote.

To tax one who's not represanted

Is tyranny -- tell if you can

Why woman should not have the ballot?
She's taxed just the sime as a man,
King George, you remember, denied us
The ballot, but sent us the tea.

And we, without asking a question,
Just tumbled it into the sca.

CHORUS:

Then to Justiasc let's ever be true,
To cach citizen render his due.

Equal rights and protoction forcver
To all 'neath the Red, wWhite and Bluc!

That ore mon cha'l not rule another,
Unless by that other's sonsent,

Is the principle dvep urderliing

The frecework. of this govermment,

B0, as woman is punished  for breaking
The laws wiilzh she cannot gainsay,

Let us give her a voice in the makirng,
Or ask har no morn to obey.,

THE PRGMISED LAND

Words: Elizabeth Boynton lertert
Music: '"Beulah Land"

(Piano accampaniment by Z1iz ibeth Knight)

The author dedicated this sung to the International
Council of Wemen. It is another which appears in the
official program of songs of the recently-united
National-American Woman's Suffrage Convention of 1891.
Its flowery imagery and anthem-like pace are typical
of the spate of "inspirational” songs which the
suffrage crusade produced, .

Our veary years of wandering o'er,

We greet with Joy this radiant shore;
The premised land of libverty,

The dawn of freedam's morn we see.

0 promised land, we enter in,

With "Peace on earth, good-will to men;"
The "Golden Age” now comes again,

As breaketh every bond and chain;

While every race and sect and clize
Shall equal share in this glad tize,

Toilers in many filelds have came

With sheaves for this, our "Harvest Home,"
While spirits true in every age

Have won for us this heritage.

O golden dawn, O pramised day,

When error's lost in truth's clear ray,
When all shall know that God is love,

His kingdom here, around above,

The world one equal brotherhood,

And evil overcome with good.

Then onward march in truth's crusade,
Earth's faltering ones implore our aid,
The children of our schools and State,
This coning of the mothers wait.

0 doubting hearts! O tempted ones!
The shedows fade, the sunshine ccmes!
Freedom for each is best for all,

The "Golden Rule" our bugle call;

And as to victory on we move,

The bamner over us is love.

THE SUFFRAGE FLAG

Words: Williem P, Adkirson
Music: "Bonnie Blue Flag"

(Guitar accampaniment by Sol Julty)

The printed page of  this song in Suffrage and Temper-
ance Melodies bears the following imscription: '"Dedli-
cated to Zlizabeth. Cady Stanton, Lucy Stone, Susan

B. Anthony, Mary A. Livermore and other ploneer women
in the Woman Suffrage Movement.'

The leedership of the sulfrage movement was held by
women whose outlook was far broader than the irmedi-
ate issue of votes for themselves and their sisters.

As this song says, "Thiz band is for all refor=s...."
And one of their most cogent argueents was that the
reforas which would make us into a greater nation could
be most quickly and thoroughly achieved through grant-
ing women the vote.

The theme of what women's votes will bring runs through
nany of the suffrage songs. (Tez:perance vas a favorite,
of courge. See the notcs on "Where Arc Your Boys
Today?" for dosumentation or prohibition sentinents in
the songs.)

Women ™sith ballots in hand . . . will rescuz our land"
rcclaimed one song:

The women for truth and for virtue will stand,
And the country be freed from unjust legzislaticn.

Give wemen the vote, says another, and

No:more w11} spoilsmen law defy,
Nor sycophants on pelf rely,
For woman's vote will purify
Columbia, land of liberty.




BOOKLET OF SONG,
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Gu, Little Rek, on 1Ay mission of botre,

Fild nat thy pimions, Aclons ar dhvry,

Till from the Aillsides amd talleys and plains,
Ring out 1h' pladest of atf Slud refrains,

G, Little Boedlet, speed on and auay,
Neer tire in 1Ay tasd, mer (wra with dirmay,
But Aing te the winds thine avry feer,
Catil, Triumphs of Nowy only yvu hear,
L al W

MINNEAPULIS
CAOPERATIVE PRINTING COMPANY
rey

Sad to say, only one "reform”, prohivition, can be
directly attriduted to woman suffrage -- and that one
undoubtedly turned out far worse than the evil it was
attempting to correct. The grandoise promise that "war
shall be at an end" 1s, if anything, seemingly more
remote today than at the time this song was written.

However, 1f one believes that mankind's greatest hope
for social progress will be found orly through the
continued growth and expansion of the decmocratic proc=-
ess, then certainly woman suffrage is a step on the
path to a better life,

There is a band of women,
and to our manqr born,
Emerging from the darkness past
and looking toward the morn;
Their mothers labored, waited through
a night without a star --
The morning shows the suffrage fleg
that bears the woman's star,

CHQRUS:

Burrah! Hurrah! For equal rights hurrgh!

Hurrah! For the suffrage flag that bears the
woman's star!

This band is for all reforms,
war shall be at an end,
Bayonets and swords shall rust,
we'll use the brain, the pen.
Laden with precious freight now
thunders on the progress car,
At the headlight waves the suffrage flag
that bears the woman's star,

(CEQRUS)

The ship of State for ages was
guided by starlight,

Till the cluster in our flag
almost dispelled the night.

'Tis freedam's day -- our flag shall be
& sun no night can mar --

We'll add the 1ight of the suffrage flag
that bears the wvoman's star.

(CHORUS)

Thus evolves the greatest triumph
of dual human race --

Church and State, the home and school,
and law and love embrace,

We'll have g perfect nation,
we'll march from near and far

To glory 'neath the Stars and Stripes --
it shall bear the woman's star,

FINAL CHORUS:

Hurrah! Hurrah! For equal rights hwrrah!
Hurrah! TFor the Stars and Stripes -- 1t shall bear
the woman's star!

WINNING THE VOTE

Worda: Mrs, A, B. Smith
Music: Adapted

(Elizabeth Knight and Sol Julty Piano accampaniment
by Elizabeth Knight)

Musical cialoques in the tradition of "Gallagher and
Sheen" and "Tambo and Bones"” are typical of pre World
War I America. And this singing colloquy undoubtedly
was a suffrage favorite. The song was written by Mrs,
Saith in 1912 and published that same year by the Busy
World Publishing Co. of Madison, Wisconsin. The printed
sheet contains the suggestion that the song is "more
effective if acted.”

If you wanted to buy & copy of Winning the Vote, you
could get one for a nickel. If you had a few friends
wham you thought might like {t, 15 cents would get you
five of them. And if you were one of those suffrage
agltators intent on spreading the gospel, you could
get a dozen copies for 30 cents -- POSTPAID.

BOYS:

I've been down to Madison

To see the folks and sights;

You'd laugh, I'm sure, to hear them talk
About the women's rights,

Now 'tis just as plain as my old hat,
Thut's plain as plain can be

That 1f the women want the vote,

They'll get no help fram me.

Not fram Joe, not fram Joe;

If he imows it, not fram Joseph;
No, no, no, not fram Joe;

Not from me, I tell you no!

GIRLS:

Say, friend Joseph, why not we
Should vote as well as you?

Are there no problems in the State
That need our wisdam too?

We must pay our taxes same as you;
As citizens be true,

And if some wicked thing we do,

To Jail we're sent by you.

Yes we are, same as you;

And you know it, don't you Joseph?
Yes you do, yet you dboast:

You'll not help us win the vote,

BOYS:

But dear women, can't you see,

Your home is your true sphere?

Just think of going to the polls
Perhaps two times a year.

You are wasting time you ought to use
In seving and at work,

Your home neglected all those hours;
Would you such duties shirk?

Help fram Joe? Help from Joe?
If he knows i%, not fram Joseph;
No, no, no, not from Joe;

Not from me, I tell you no!

GIRLS:

Joseph, tell us samething new;

We're tired of that old song:

We'll sew the seams and cock the meals,

To vote won't take us long.

We will help clean house, the one too largs,
For man to clean alone,

The State and Nation, don't you see,

When ve the vote have won.

Yes we will, and you'll help,
For you'll need our help, friend Joseph;
Yes you will, vhen we're in,
So you'd better help us win,




BOYs:

You're just right, how blind I‘ve Yeen,
I ne'er had seen it thus;

'Tis true that taxes you must pay
Without- a word of fuss;

You are subject to the laws men zade,
And yet no word or note,

Can you sing out where it will eount.
I'LL HELP YOU WIN THE VOTE!

Yes I w1ll. (Girls) Thank you Joe,
(All) We'll together soon be voters;
Yes we will, if you'll al1

Vote "Yes" at the polls next fall,

GIVE THE BALLOT TO THE MOTHERS

Rebecca N. Hazard
"Marching Through Georgia”

(Guitar accempaniment by Sol Julty)

Words :
Music:

Tke psychologists tell us that no word in the English
language bhas more emotional appeal or positive associ.
ation than "mother.” And even though the woman's
suf{rage novement pre-dates Freudian psychology, the
proponents of votes for vamen must have had an insight
into this fundamental psychological truth. The sorg
literature of the suffrage movement abounds with
references to "mothers" voting -- and evern those who
vere unmoved by pleas for women's rizghts at the ballot
box could not help but feel some twinge of conscience
at the thought of denying a fundamental right to
"mothe!‘."

Following are a few lines from different suffrage
songs, chosen at random, which should prove the
point:

0 Columbia, gen of the ocean,
« + + Forget not the rights of your nothers
When Liberty's form stands in view.

Sons, will you longer see
Motkers on bended knee . ., .

Hush, my dear! Do your remember
How she sang that cradle song?
Blessed mother! She is powerless e
To redress the foulest wrong.

We'll take the dear old banner, boys,
and add another star,

Then mother, wife and daughter
will see it fram afar,

Let us stand in solid phalanx,
every man who wore the blue,

For our mothers, wives and sweethearts,
¥ho to us were tried and true.

None of these, of course, had the simple and direct
emotional appeal of "Give the Bellot to the Mothers,"
What clearer statement of the suffrage case could be
made?

Bring the good old bugle, boys!
We'll sing another song --

Sing it with a spirit that shall
‘tart the cause along.

5ing 1t as we ought to sing it,
Cheerily and strong,

Giving the ballot to the mothers,

CHORUS:
Rurrah! Hurrah! We bring the jubilee!
Burrah! Burrah! The homes they shall be free!

So we'll sing the chorus from the mountains to the sea.-
Giving the baljot to the mother.

Bring the dear old vanner, boys
And fling it to the vind;
Mother, wife and daughter,
Let it shelter and defend,

"Equal Rights" our motto is,
We're loyal to the end -
Civing the ballot to the mothers.

(CRORUS)

SONG OF WYOMING

Words:
Music:

Julia Mills Dunn
"Missionary Hymn"

(Plano accompaniment by Elizavetn Knight)

In 1850, Wyoming became the first state with universal
suffrage. (See general introductory notes). As a
result, paeans of praise and tunes of triumph were
generously lavished on the silver peaks and long rolling
plains of the "Equality State,” Three exclamation
points to the stanza was just about par for the course
those days, anyway, and J. H. Devse, in a song dedicated
to Susan B, Anthony, used them all:

0! Sing of Wymming,

Land dear to weman,

0! Blest land, Wycming,

The glory of the mighty Northwest!

0! Her golden grain, so rich and rare;

With herds in her valleys, none can compare;

0! The wild rose blosscms in its beauty there,
The glory of the mighty Northwest!

Julia i111s Dunn was so carried away with her enthusi- !
asm that she played havoec with geography in her +iridute
to Wyoming, hailing the sound of freedem from the
state's "Far off western shore." And while the fre-
quently parched Wyoming citizenry would undoubtedly
welcame a cooling shore-line with its billowing waves,
there is no evidence anywhere which suggests that this
dream was ever fulfilled. '

In any event, there vas no refutation of the logic of
"A New Suffrage song," which stated the case simply:

In Wyoming our sisters fair
Can use the ballot well;

Why can't we do so everywhere?
Can anybody tell?

Sisters let us rouse the nation,
Let our words all hearts inspire,
Until tardy legislation

Grants us all we may desire.

Interestingly enough, this last song was written by a
man, William Hussy Macy, Esq., and sung by a man,
Samue) F. Hosmer, at the annual meeting of the
Nantucket (Rhode Island) Woman Suffrage Society,
according to the Weman's Journal, a suffrage paper of
the day,

From Wyoming's rocky valley

to the wild New Hampshire hills,
From our northern lakes of silver

to the sunny southern rills,
Lo! the clarion call of Freedon

all the listening silence thrills!

We bave heard the voice of Freedem
fram that far off western shore,
We have heard the echoes calling,
as our fathers heard of yore,
Let us sing its stirring musie,
"Equal rights forevermore!"

We have watched the dawning splendor
of a promise in the skies,

We bave heard His accents tender,
"Lo! ye faithful ones arise!"

"Who would equal justice render,
I will never more despise.”

Is Woman Suffrage

Important?




GOING TO THE POLLS

Words: Julia B. Nelson
Music: “"Ccoing Thro' the Rye”

(Guitar accampaniment by Sol Julty)

"Waman's gentility" was a theme fregquently invoked by
the anti-suffragists, who claimed that the rough and
tumble polling places, where violence was frequent,

wes pot & proper place for the "weaker sex.” Undaunted
by this argument, the wamen replied that their presence
at the ballot box would serve to set a better tone for
the electoral process.

In this song, which is obviously designed to answver
those who claimed the polling bootk would rob women of
her angelic qualities, the women point out that they
ere not excused "from the war with sin,"” and that since
their motives arc Heaven-sent ("The law of love is frem
above"), there was no need to "frignt our souls.”

If the-men should see the women
Going to the polls,

To put down the liquor traffic,
Need it vex their souls?

If we're angels, &s they tell us,
Can we once suppose

That all the men would frown oo us
When going to the polls?

CHORLS:

We love our boys, our household Joys!
We love our girls as well;

The law of love 1is from above,
'Gainst that we ne'er rebel.

No discharge have Christian wcmen
Frozm the war with sin;

At the polls with Gog and Magog
Must the fight begin.

Since we've Bible-marching orders,
Need it fright our souls,

Though all the men, should frown on
When going) 1o the polls?

(CHORUS)

WHERE ARE YOUR BOYS TODAY?

Words: L. May Wheeler
Music: Where is My Boy Tonight?

(Gultar acccmpaniment by Sol Julty)

One of the most controversial arguments advanced in
favor of woman suffrage was that wcmen's votes wouwld
bring about either prohibition or severe curtailment of
the public sale of alcoholic beverages., While this
argument may have won many "respectable” people to the
suffrage cause, it also, undoubtedly, antagonized many
others who had no objections to women voting but were
adament in their opposition to prohibition in any form.

While every suffragist was not necessarily a prohibi-
tionist, there seems little doubt but that temperance
societies felt that woman suffrage would be one of
their most powerful weapons. Certainly the liquor
interests were aware of this and were among the chief
opponents of the movements.

"Women's vote will save the hame" proudly proclaims one
suffrage song which makes no bones about its feelings
on temperance,

Send the proclamation over vale and hill,
'Tls the band of wamen that will conquer rum « + .

(From "Women's Ballot" by Mrs. M. E. Balch - in
Suffrage and Temperance Melodies,)

", . . The 'Liquor League' must yield to woman's svay,”
the song continues. Small wonder the "Liquor League”
or its equivalent in various states poured hundreds of
thousands of dollars into the effort to stop wozen
suffirage.

The theme of righteousness versus rum occurs in many
suffrage songs. Elsewhere on this record, see "Going
to the Polls” and "Keep Woman In Her Sphere" for

other exazples of the ways in vhich the horrors of
drini: were contrasted with the power of woman suflrage.

"ihere are Your Boys Today" 1ls primarily a temperance
sorg, typleal of the tear-jerking musical melodramas
of the late 19th century. But where so many of the
anti-alcohol songs of the period and by merely be-
moaning the fate of the poor victin, thils one draws
a clear moral for the listener. Woman Suffrage can
end the evil and "save your toys today." How?

Give us the right the hands to stay
From the wine cup's dread allures.

It is no coineidence that the 11}-fated 1€th
(Protibition) amerdment to the Consiitution and the
Woran Suffrage amendment were ratified within & year
end a half of each cther.

Where are your wand'ring boys today, .
The boys of meny & home,

Whose feet have trodden the wilds eway,

As over the earth they roam?

CEORUS:

0, where are your boys today?
0, where are your boys today?
You love them full well --
Why will you mot tell?

0, where are your boys today?

Ask of the winds that doth strew around

The sounds of the melody,

As the cup is passed midst the fateful sound
Of the midnight's revelry.

(CHORUS )

Where are the manly souls today,

Who once were the joy and pride

Of the hearts that were gay as the birdlings lay
On the morn they were pledged a bride?

(CHORUS)

Ask of the ¢old and the cheerless rooms --
of the little ones there unfed;

Ask of the mounds in the silent gloams,
Where hearts lie broken and dead.

(CEORUS)

We still are calling on you today,
To save ow' boys and yours,

Give us the right the hands to stay,
From the wine cup's dread allures.

FINAL CHORUS:

We will save your boys today!
We will save your boys today!
The story we'll tell --

How we love them so well,

We will save your boys today!

THE YELLOY RIBBON

Words: Marie Le Baron
Music: "Wearing of the Green"

(Guitar acccmpaniment by Sol Julty)

The spectacular parades, the inspiring songs, the great
public demonstrations vere Just one part of the
suffrage movement. Bebind all this activity were the
local suffrage groups Which met and organized and
educated their sisters (and brothers) to the need for
wvomen's votes.
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In 1896, the Nat{onal American Woman Suffrage Associ-
ation issued a Manual for Political Equality Clubs,
cempiled by Harriet May Mills and Isabel Howland., The
purpose of the pamphlet was to acquaint the compara-
tively inexperienced local suffrage leaders with ideas
for running good meetings and keeping their organi-
zational tasks intcresting. Included were hints on
publicity, guest speakers, prayers, selection of
officers, etc. It was filled with such homely and
significant bits of advice as:

“The collection should never be cmitted, mo matter how
Small it may be. Suffragists have yet to learn that
the advancement of their cause depernds largely on
noney, "

In addition to the above suggestions, the pamphlet
urged the use of songs and reminded that "all present
should join in the singing." Some suffrage songs
appear in the booklet, among them "The Yellow Ridbon."
I bave not yet been able to find the particular signi-
flcance of the Yellow Ridbon, dut undoubtedly it was
used as a symbol eitker in some nation-wide campaign
or for a particular demonstration., The internal
evidence would suggest that the song was probably
wiltten in 1876 at the time of the Centennial of the
Declaration of Independence.

Oh, we wear a yellow ridbon
upeon our waman's breast,
We are prouder of its sunny hue
than of a royal crest;
'Twas God's own primal color,
born of purity and light,
We wear it now for Libvarty,
for Justice and for Right.

'Tis just a hundred years ago
our nmothers and our sires
Lit zp, for all the world to see,
the flame of freedon's fires;
Through bloodshed and through hardship
they labored in the fight;
Today we women labor still
for Liberty and Right,

We boast our larnd of freedonm,
the unshackling of the slaves;
We point with proud, though bleeding hearts,
to 2yriads of graves.
They tell the story of a war
tharn ended Slavery's night;
And still we women struggle for
our Liberty, our Right.
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HALLELUJAH SONG

Words: L. May Wheeler
Music: "John Brown"

(Guitar accompaniment by Sol Julty)

A favorite theme of the suffrag{sts was that they were
continuers of the tradition of the American Revolution;
that they were fighting to fulfill the promise of the
Declaration of Independence.

The year 1876 was the occasion for nation-wvide cele-
brations of the centemnial of Amarican irdependence.

The major evert was scheduled for July bty in
Phtladelphia, The Suffrage leaders Lumediately decidd
ed that the occasion offered an unparalleled opportu-
nity for tha advanccment of their cause. At first, the*
wozen asked for offlzial representation on the program.
This was denied by General Hawley who was in charge of
the event,

After months of public and private pleadirg and
arguaent, invitations were reluctantly issued at the
last moment to four suffrage advocates, among them
ueretia Mott and Zlizabeth Cady Stanton. 3ut the
invitations came too late to sult the women, so they
organized their own centennial celebration at the First
Unitarian Churek in Philadelphia for the same time.

Susen B. Anthony and a few of the other younger suffrage
leaders decidad to use the invitations in order to
advanca their cause and attended the zonvertion.
Shortly aftor the commencement of the cerezonies, pre-
sided over by Senator Thamas W. Ferry, president pro
tem of the 3enate, while the Emperor of Brazil, the
Prince of Sweden and a host of other foreign dtgni-
taries looked on cppalled, the women lnterrupted the
proceedings and marched to the spesker's stand. There,
iiss Antdony suid o few appropriate words and presented
Hr. Ferry with a "handsomely engrossed" copy of the
woman's Declaration of Rights.

Then the ladies turned away and walked down the aisle
towards the exit, slowly and deliberataly distributing
printed coples of the declaration to as many members
of the audience as they could reach.

Meanwhile, back at the Church, the Woman's Convention
was pioceeding with enthusiasnm and song. And the music,
fittingly erough, was provided by that famed family of
singing reformers, Ths Hutchinsons, whose voices had
once chanted melodies of Abolitior across the land and
who were now ardent supporters of the suffrage cause,

Since the occasion was celebrating the first hundred
years of Anerican nationhood, the Hutchinsons believed
that a prophecy for the next hundred years would be
appropriate tc close the Convention. Their song, "A
Hundred Years Hence" detailed the great changes which
would be pmade in "politics, morals, religion and
trade" by the year 1976, when

Laws., . .will be uncompulsory rules,
Our prisons converted to nationul schools..,

Women, man's partner, man's equal shall stand,

¥hile beauty and harmony govern th2 land...
Conventions will then be a useless expence,

For we'll all go free suffrage, a hundred years hence,

The ideas and spirit of America's revolutionary
beritage were frequently invoked in the suffrage songs.
"Great Republic! To thy watchword wouldst thou
faithful be" says one song. "The Taxation Tyranny"
elsewhere on this record, invokes the memory of

George III and his sad fate when he* "denied us the
ballot,"

L. May Wheeler's."Hallelujah Song" shows how woman
suffrage flows naturally out of the traditions of
American history.

Our hearts have felt the glory
of the coming of the time,
When law and right and love and might
shall make our land sublime,
When mount arnd hill and rock and rill
" "with freedom's 1ight will shine,
As Truth comes marching On.
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CHORUS ; Women have homes, there they should labor )

Glory, glary, hallelujahl. . Women have children, whom they skould favor,
Glory, glory, hallelujah! Women .have time to learn of each neighbor,
Glory, glory, hallelujsh! Why are they wanting to vote?

As [ITruth comes marching on.
Women can dress, they love society,

They saw it in the shedows Women have cash, with its variety,
of that old liew Englund Bay, Women can pray, with sweetest piety,
They heard it 1z the breezes Why are they wanting to vote?
of that cold December day.
Toey s;nt 1t with the echoes Women are preaching to sinners today,
to Britannia far away, Women are healing the sick by the way,
That Truta was zarching on, Vomen are dealing out law as they may,

. Why are they wanting to vote?
Colizbia's daughters saw it when

" their brotlers sprang to arms, Women are trav'ling ebout, here and there,
Tney keard 1t in the booming Women are working like men everywhere,
of battle's rude alarms, Women are crowding -- then cleiming 'tis fatr --
Thay read 1t in the shadows Why are they wanting to vote?
of the dreary night's dead calms,
That Truth wes narching cn. Wanen have reared all the sons of the brave,
Women have shared in the burcens they gave,
(CZOoRUS) Women have labored your courntry to save,

That's why we're want to vote!
The trumpet then was sounded Y 108

that shall rever call retreat; Oh deer, what can the matter be?
Adowm the cent'ries softly Dear, dear, what can the mat<ter be?

we hear the tramp of feet; Oh dear, what can the matter ve?
Today we still are marching When men want every vote.

to the same old music sweet,
Of Truth still rarching on.
THE NEW AMERICA

(CHORUS)
Words: Elizabeth Boynton Eerbert
We're here to swell the anthem Music: "America
that is heard across the ses,
That equal rights ir lew and love (Plano accompaniment by Elizabeth Xnight)
is meant for you and me,
Wrere every law was founded This song appears in a number of suffrage collections,
on the plane of liberty and 1s printed in the progran of songs sung at the
While Truth came zmarching oa. National-American Woman's Suffrage Convention of 1891.
(CHORUS) Our country, now from thee
, Clainm we our liberty,
o In freedom's name.
 QOE, DEAR, WHAT CAN THZ MATTER BE? Guarding home's altar fires,
2 Daughters of patriot sires,
Words: L. May Wheeler Their zeal ouwr own inspires
Music: Oh, Dear, What Can the Matter Be? Justice to claim.
(Gultar accompaniment by Sol Julty) Women in every age
For this great heritage
While the point of view of this ccmparatively light- Tribute have paid.
hearted song seems constantly to be shifting and it is Qur birth-right claim we now--
hard to tell from stanza to stanza whether the ques- Longer refuse to bow;
tiorer is supposed to be a stick-in-the-mud male or On freedom's altar now
a replying woman, the point of the song seems pretty Our hand is laid.
clear. The theme of woman's contridbution to society,
their reforming zeal, their nursing, etec., occurs in Sons, will you longer see,
many other suffrage songs too. Mothers on bended knee
" For Jjustice pray?
One suffrage favorite was "A Soldier's Tridute to Rise now, in manhood's might,
Women" -~ a song "To the Woman's Relief Corps of the With earth's great souls unite
United States . . . respectfully dedicated by J. H. To speed the dawning light
DeVoe, Company G, 9th N. Y. Artillery, 2nd Brig., 3rd Of freedam's day.
Div., 6th A. C." DeVoe descrided how "The patriotic
woner with their hearts so good and true" came to help . M i
the embattled soldiers during the Civil War. . After An Anti-Suffrage Monologue
women nursed him back to health he vowed to By :

MARIE JENNBY HOWE
« + o help the women
For their hearts were loyal too,
And my vote shall go to free them,
For they nursed and brought me thro',

LIEASE do not think of me as old-fash-
e I pride mysell on heing a r!uulcru..

up-to-date woman. I believe in all l\'l‘ll(lﬁ of

brofud-mindedness, only 1 do not helieve in

worman sutfrage beeause to do that would he'to

Oh dear, what car the matter be? deny my sex.

Waonun suffrage is the reform against nature.
Lowk at these ladies sitting on the . platform.
Observe their physical inability. their mental dis-
ability, their spivitual instability, and generalde-
hitity? - Canld they walk up to the ballot box, mark
a ballot and drop it ing - Obyviensly not. . Let us
arant. for the. sake. of argument that they could -
wark a badlob, - But coubd they drop it in? -~ Ab,

Lear, dear, what can the matter be?
Oh, dear, what can the matter be?
Yomen are wanting to vote.

Women have husbands, they are protected,
Women have sons by whom they're directed,
Women bave fathers -- they're not neglected,
Why are they wanting to vote?
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Come dig his grave both wide and deep, wide and deep:
A ballot-box at head ang feet, head and feet,

4nd on his breast place the honest vellow flag,

Te show we've killed the Eastern wag!

Chorus—He wag surely a repeater. ete,—

AT THE GATEWAY,
(Tune: “The Lorelei.")

We stand in the gateway of ages,

We gaze down the path of the pasr,
We wonder what truth it presages,

What hides in the future S0 vast.
The air is rife now with changes,

The pulse of a world's throbbing heart.
Whose destinies man now arranges,

Where woman shall soon bear her part.

" A shadow like midnight reposeth
Across the fair land of our pride.
Injustice her pinions uncloseth,
Equality's sunlight to hide!
A walil from the blackness comes shrieking,
Frail forms stretch their arms to the sky:
The children of labor are speaking,
“'Oh. mothers, come save ere we die!”

To firesides of peace and vontentment
The wails of the perishing rise:
In woman's brave heart flames resentment,
The mother-love in her replies:
“We're coming, oh children of SOrrow,
We'll save vou from dens where you pine.
We'll strive that a righteous tomorrow
May bring to® yvou justice divine!”
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(‘omrades—ve who have dared Lite, ~trifv—these two are vue,

First in the battle to strive and sorrow! Nuavght can yve win hut by Faith and daving.
Scorned, spurned—uought have ve eared, On, on—that yve have done

Rising your eves to a wider morrow. But Tor the work ol to-day preparin,
Wavs that are weary, davs that are dreary, Firnin reliance, laugh a defiance,

Toil and pain by faith ve have borne: (Laugh in hope, Yor sure is the end)
Hail, hail=—victors ve stand, Mareh, march—many as one,

Wearing the wreath that the brave have worn Shoulder to shoulder and friend to friend.
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MARCH OF MEN OF JUSTICE.

(Tune: "*March of the Men of Harlech.”)

Men of justice, men true-hearted,
Sons of war-sires long departed,
Hark, the call they bravely started
Ringing round the world!
'T'was the call for rights but human,
Rights then due to every true wan,
Now proclaimed the rights of woman,
By her flag unfurled!
Fling its folds a-tlylng!
Then beneath It vying,
The world shall know
You trust her so
You yield her rights undying.
Onward, 'tis your country neceds her;
Bravest he who qulckly heeds her,
Noblest he who proudly leads her
Forth in FFreedom’s name!

Thorny paths of :._.Em and power,
N Paths where bectling errors tower,
Paths where sceretl Interests cower,
These your route shall be.
Hearts of steel, can such dismay you?
No, the goal of right will stay you,
Light in woman’s life repay you
When you hall her free!
Lift her banner higher!
On, let none deny her!
The height appears,
The goal of years!
Shoe wins with manhood by her!
Progress long foreshown through uges
Now proclaims you both her sages,
Equal now on glory's pages,
One In Freedom's name!

SUFFRAGE HYMN: GOD BLESS OUR NOBLE CAUSE!

(Tune: “‘Russian Hymn.”)

i

Aod bloss our noble cause. May It victorious

/
Triumph o’er prejudice, o'er error and _:n:r\..). A \.\ -

Moving resistless onward, tlI] when all glorious, /\\
Woman and maun stand forth in equal right! - /

To Theo in hope we turn, Mighty Defender, !
Champion of helplessness, of Innocence and __.:.\.:.

1.o! woman brings her plea, and lo! 1o atlend her,
See here her helpless charges, age and youth!

God of the Universe, righteous and holy
In Thy sight Is thig fight to safeguard the race!
Give Lo the mothers, then, howe’er poor and lowly,
Weapons to fight the Beast in eartl’s high place!

“VOTES FOR WOMEN,” SURE TO WIN.

(Tune: “Yankee Doodle.”)

it happened oneo in Kngland falr
That woman’s mind gol started

On thinking sulfrage rights her share,
IFrom her uujustly parted,

That laws and taxes she should heed
In which she bad no say, sir,

To her fair thought scemed false Indeed;
She eried, ““We'll not obey, gir.”

Chorus-—*Votes for women,” keep it up;
Never mind what party;
“Vuoles for women,” sure (o win!
Sing It strong and hearty!
.
“We'll show the world through word and deed

By us the vote Is wanted;
Let Jeglslators now take heed;
Onr courage 1y undaunted!”

Tho struggle waxes Rerce and strong;
With zeanl these women burning,
WIll briug the men to own their wrong,
All weak raditions gpurning!

o
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To cousins now across the sca
Strong hope Is thus imparted.
They need no force tg sct them free,
They turn {0 men truc-hearted.
What women will In this good land
"Tlg done before you spesk, sir,
With Joyal word and willlng hand
They're given what they seek, sir!

THERE’S NOTHING TO STOP US FROM VOTING.

(Tune: “We Won't Go llome Until Morning.”)

There's nothing to stop us from voting,
Once and again In the year!

Some men are afrald of our voting,
But they arc tyrants, my dear!

To tax without representing,
WiHIl spill more tea overboard!
So, come quick, glve us the vote, sir,
Have done with this quarreling!

MARCHING TO VICTORY AND FREEDOM.

(Tune: “Marching Through Georgia.”)

Come and join {he marching throng,
My slisters, do you hear?
Singing as we pass along
Our suffrage cause g0 dear;
Singlng Ul the echoes angswer back n shout of cheer,
Marching to victory and freedom!

Chorus—1Jlurral! hurrah! we bring the victory!
Hurrah! hurrah! the vote to make us free!
So we'll ging of suffrage from the mountaing
to the sea,
Marching to vietory and freedom!
4
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Bring the golden banuer, glrls,

To gulde us on our way;
How fts message bright unfuris

And helps us win the day! -
How its very color makes the spirlt strong and gay,
Marching to victory and freedom!

Thus we make a pathway here
For cltlzens to bLe;
Thus we make u pathway clear
For women (o be free;
Thus we drive resistance from the mountalns to the Seu,
Marching to victory and freedom!

WOMAN'S SONG OF UNION.
(Tune: “Suwanee River.”)

Way off across the waste of waters,
Far, far away,

Hear now the call of Kngland’'s daughters,
Herald of Freedom’s day:

" ““We greet you, sisters of a natlon

Born from our side,
Jolnt helrs In civie right and station,
One common Iaw gur gulde!"”

Chorug—All the world Is one great unlon,
IBgual rights our lay!
Come, sisters, join the vast communion,
Help usher in our day!

Back ringing o’er the wasle of waters,
Where echoes play.

Hark! voices of Columbla's daughters
Join answer on the way:

“WIth joy profound and true devotion
Our prayers we blend,

One band united by old ocean,

One human gonl our end!”
I
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SING OF WOMAN FREE!

(Tune: “John Brown’s Body.")

°

Hoary Winter bhas retreater, i
And the Spring Is dancing here; '
All the dreary cold has fleeted,
Warmth and sunlight now appear.
We have reached the helght of gladness
in the bright time of the year
To slng of woman free!

Chorug—Marching wlth the May sky o'or us,
With our golden flag before us,
We shall gwell the suffrage chorus
And slng of woman free!

There's a promise in the showing
Of each bud and blade of grass,
There’s fulfillment in the blowing
Of the fAow’rets where we pass;
'Tis an earnest of success to (hose who
lift the struggling mass
And herald woman free!

Not a single sign has failed us
Since the dayspring of the year;
Bastern womanhood hag hatled us,
Western sisters bring us cheer:
Ours the harvest; bud and blossom, then
the full corn In the ear,
For woman shall be free!

BRING IT TO PASS IN THE YEAR,
(Tune: “Bring Back My Bonnle to Me.”)
For suffrage from oceau to ocean,
For suffrage from mountain to shore,
Jalr women are all iu commotion,
And men leagucers with them galore.

Chorus—One pull, a strong pull, .
Bringing the ballot so near, so near,
Another pull, together pull,
And bring it to pass in the year!
G

Last night ds we listened and walted,
A message came over the sea, i

It wirhed us good juck and It utated
Our sisters in China are free. :

The *“voice of Lhe people’” has spoken,
*Tig borne by the wind o'er the sea,
To loyal hearts wafling the token,
The presage of near victory.

SONG OF THE HARRASSED MAN VOTER.

{Tune: “The Wearing of the Green.”)

Oh, townsmen, have you heard the ery that's lately nolsed about?

The suffrogists and antis turn the clty Inglde out-—-

WIith meetings here and meetings there, "twould turn
man’s head;

Before it's o’er we men wlil pass our votes to them instead!

I met an ardent churchman and he wildly grasped my hand,

Sald he, “What will become of all the good wrought in thisland?

The women in our parishes refuse to work or pay,

Unless they have a voice and vote on church election day.”

a sane

I turned and huslled onward, when [ heard another shoul:
“The suffragists are headed down the street this way, look out!
With bands and propagandg they will fairly rope you in;

To treat frall man when out for alr thus, I say, ig a gin!”’
“What rights have [ that you would Hke?” 1 to thelr leader sald.
“Wa covel none of yours, sir, help us gain our own Instead!
We're the most pergistent creatures; whal use to tell ug nay?
We’'ll gain our vote or know the reason on election day.”

The nir was quiet for a while, then came an awful wall:
“The antls now are ‘on the Job': thelr work would turn you
pale!™
Back to the home all womankind, they've ordered with a rush;
O'cr oflices and Industry there falls a frightful bush.
“\What trick is this?” the men demand, then rave and flercely
sweAar;
“With smashing glass for deviltry it will not e’en compare!
To suffragists we now appeal; bring back our labor, pray,
And you shall have the ballot by the next clec tion day!"”
7
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S WELCOME TO THEE!
(Tune: “Wedding March’ from Lohengrin,)
\Welcome to thee, new-born and free!
Pride of the dawn of a natlon’s great day;
Woman for man; God's noblest plan,
Kqual with him under Truth's perfect sway!
Welrome as herald of justice and peace,
Guide to an era when war crics may cease;
Out of the night, ,
Into the light,
Winning the world back to freedom and right!

Welcome, we say, thrice welcome day! :
Bringing as bride this new woman to man; :

fielpmate indeed, born for hig need,

~ Born to march with him In llberty's van.

Welcome, thrice welcome, heaven blessed palr,

l.eaders of progress in which all may ghare!
Out of the night,
Into the light,

Winning the world back to frecdom and right!

WOMANHOOD, TRUE WOMANHOOD. m
{Tune: “Maryland, My Maryland."”) N
Thou shalt not lose in nobler charm, Vot .
womanhood, fair womanhood; x/,,/J. ’
The cause of right need not alarm, -
Womanhood, falr womanhood.
Wor tender henrt and strong right nrm
Together wiil the world disarm;
To benuty strength can bring no harm,
Womanhood, falr womanhood,

Nor shalt thou lose In high renown,
Womanhood, brave womanhood;

Thy head shall weur the brighter crown,
Womanhood, brave womanhood.

Press on though weakling creatures frown,

Though tumult strive thy call to drown;

No weight of wrong can hear thee down,
Womanhood, brave womanhood.

B

Thy cause with human weal is fraught.
Womanhood, true womanhood;

wor chlld and home thy granddames wrought.
Womanhood, true womanhood.

Let not Lheir labors go for naught,

The vantage won be vainly blought,

2nlarge the rlghts they bravely gought,
Wwomanhood, true womanhood.

WHEN WOMAN COMES TO HER OWN.

(Tune: “When Jolinny Comes Marching Home.”")

When woman comes marching to her own, r
Hurrah! Hurrah!

A royal welcome she'll be shown,
Hurrah! Tlurrah!

The bells will ring, the bands will play,

We'll glve her Godspeed ou her way;

For we'll blesg the day

When woman comes to her own!

The very streets will smile and shout,
Hurrah! Hurrabh!

For cleanliness to reign throughout,
Hurrah! Iurrah!

The winds will set the cchoes free,

The birds will join and slng for glee;

or we'll bless the day

When woman comes {o her own!

With no uncertaln step she comes,
flurrnh! Hurrah!

She'll sweep the clty of Iis slumu;
tiurrah! Tlhurrah!

She'll show ug how to legislate

To save und Lo upbuild the State;

90 we'll bless the day

\WWhen woman comes to her own!

s
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. : Then came n revelation when I reached my Journey's end,
SET YOUR DAUGHTERS FREE. R [ saw the Jowest ranks of men to polling places wend,
(Tune: “Walt for the Wagon.”) While wistfully some women gazed a block or two away

Ag to the assessor’s door they passed thelr taxes for !
Oh, New York, with your pride of wealth and luxury untold, v s for Lo pay

What, prize you uot a woman's worth as greater far than gold? If I could run for President, I'd want a good clean fght:

W___-_mu%mmw~c_...~“”~_. M_W.M.%..u.”“,:mm MM._:Wa“wqrumnnmmﬂ:pm:ﬂw_—..m free! - Ud want the women on my side, I'd grant their equal vight;
' ' I'd pledge my word of honor in the lists to mect them fair,
Chorug—We're walting for New York, L And If they agked me for a deal, I'd make it on the square!

Walting for New York, d
Walling for the Empliroe State to sel hier daughters free!
PLEA TO LEGISLATORS—MEN IN LAW-HALLS.
We do not wish to shame you, but lo! we're at the gate! (Tune: “Austria.”)
Some braver sisters entered, but we seem bound to walit;
We've always thought your wisdom our gulde through life Men in law-hally here asgsembled,
should be, ! Hear us now bhefore you pray.

We, who ne'er have shirked, or trembled,
Duty’s mandates to obey,

Together on life’'s Journey should man and woman ride, On your sense of justice leaning,

So grant them equal suffrage and they'll travel side by side; Ask of you in Freedom’s name

We look to you, New York, In thig our champlon to be; ’ . Rights now fraught with potent meaning

Then rend the chains of custom and set your daughters free! In those laws which here you frame,

Now must we try to doubt it? No, set your daughters freel

. See the frail young lives we cherish,
HOW CAN SUCH THINGS BE? Of our flesh and blood a part!
Want and wrong decree they perish,
Bought and sold upon the mart.
Fathers, hear our pleg of angulsh;

(Tune: **Oh, Susannah!")

I came from California, where the women folk are free.

I'm bound for Pennsylvania, old-fashioned folks to see! Would ye see your daughters dle?
Election night the day [ left and every poll all right; T.et us save e¢’er more (hey languish,
1 crossed the line, near lost my breath; election was a fight; Give us power (o heed their cry!
Chorus—Oh, men voters, See these hands with labor broken,

How can such things he? l Where we're specded up for galn;

In all this free America ) See these sears, of war the token,

Only one-half can be free! Battling want too oft in valn! 4

¢ Have ye tender wives and mothers? b1

Would ye see them biighted stand?
Make ng heard then with our brothers;
Make ug cquals in the land!

I travelled long, 1 travelled fast, T went by rall and viver;
Election sights In many a state, they'd make a home man ghiver! ;
Some men they say too decent are; they will not come to vote;

Says I, “Invite the women out and then a change you'll note!™”
10 11
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"IN THE NAME OF THE STATE.

(Tune: “Bonnle Dundee.”)

To the lords of creation, 'twas woman who spoke,
“We have toiled for the natlon; our plea Is no joke,
We have lald on her shirine all we cherish most dear,
Our fortunes, our children, ‘tis time you should hear.

Chorus—"Come answer our plea; come grant us a plan
For government jointly by woman and man,
If you own us yowr peers ours the ballot should be,
So we ask in the name of the State to be free.
“All the welght of taxation for years we have known,
Without representation; what patience we've shown!
We have served in the home, at the loom, in the mart,
With no voice In the laws where we know best our part.

“Brunt of war's desolation we've painfully borne,
Bringling forth for the nation gur sons Lo be torn.
Have we nothing to say when men’s passlons decree
That by bloodshed alone we requited can bhe?”

NEXT ELECTION DAY.

(Tune: “Tramp, Tramp, Tramp, the Boys Are Marching.”)

In our Western home we slt, .
Thinking, Eastern friends, of you

And the noble cause to which you give your might;

And our eyes with joy are lit
Ag we read of all you do,

For we’'re proud of you, our sisters dear, tonight!

Chorus—Tramp, tramp, (ramp, we're onward marching,
Good luck, comrades, on the way!
And beneath the golden glow
Of the suffrage flug, we know.
You will join us on the next election day!

12

o — __.’. -

s

We have fought the battle here,
We have won the freeman’s right,
S0 we promlise you a loyal helplng hand;
Bid our sisters all good cheer,
For the goal {s now In sight,
You are crossing now Into the promised land!

From the Fast we greeting send,
Where we work for freedom’s day,
Aund we look to you, oh children of our pride.
WIth your own our volces blend,
And our hearts are almost gay,
For we hope to take our place soon at your slide.

Chorus—Tramp, tramp, tramp, we're onward marching,
Good Juck comrades on the way!
And beneath the golden glow
Of the suffrage flag, we know.
We wlil join you on the next election day!

ON THE WAY TO VOTE.
(Tune: “Coming Through the Nye.”)

Gin a man should meel a2 woman
On the way to vole;

Glin they smile with smile most human,
News not fit to quote!

Chorus—Every JIll must have her Jack, sir,
Why should this cause note?
Yet all the world cries out, “Alack! sir,”
On the way to vole.

Gin a palr meet in the glonming
When the voting's o’cr,

Qin (hey plight thelr troth while homing,
Who thelr plight deplore?

Throughout the land we take our stand
IFor human sympathy,
With vote in hand we understand,
A brother's claim we see.
13
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L THE HOMELAND GUARD. ' . m Your slsters, too, 'tls they who call you,
AN : S, ! And must Lhelr prayers be made in valn? .
(Tune: “The Watch ou the Rhine.”) w No, forward press whatever now hefall you,
What clarion call rings loud and clear, e _ Cust gelf aslde and work for woman’s galn; “
What tread of hosts now greets the ear? o I Cast self aslde and work for woman’s galn! .
It ig the noble patriot hand N IF'rom labor’s hall the weary toilers streaming, '
Brought forth to save the fair homeland! NN ", .ﬁ Behold, their eyes are set on you!
AN | Thelr fate is fixed by what you do!
Chorus—Oh, freeland dear, no danger fear! y . With hope their faces now are gleaming.
Oh, freeland dear, no danger foar! +

Firmly for human rlghts we Gk our stand,

And lo! the mighticst call resounding,
To guard our childven, liearths and {nlr homeland!

From childhood Ilps rings clear and true,
Plaintlve echoes from the street rebounding; .
Mother heart, the children look to you!
Mother heart, the children look to you! i
Thelr needs, can manhood truly comprehend them?
When worldly cares his mind cnslave?
No, ’tis the womun’s hand they crave,
"Tls for woman’s mother mind to ‘fend them!

We come full many a thousand strong,
We come to save from cruel wrong;
Woa'll guard the sacred gate of homeae,
We'll ¢lear the haunts whero vices roam!

Our faith by solemn vow we plight B
Beneath our bhanuner's golden light:
While flows one drop of patriot blood,

We'll justice seek and common good! THERE IS A VOTER IN THE TOWN,

« (Tune: “There Is a Tavern in Lhe Town.,”) i
THE CALL OF HOME AND COUNTRY. Thore 18 & voter In the town, In the town, m
' And he dolh shrewdly set It down, sel it down, 1
. (Tune: “The Marselllaige.”) That we can nover cast o vole like man, .
Yhat ho! ye daughters of g natlon! While he may vole whene'er he can! -
Hark now the call---your country’s call; ) j
FFor women truc and brave of cevery station ’ Chorus—-tle ig surely a repeater, .
Her need ia great, her need is for you all, But wlll woman let him cheat her? '

Her need is great, her need Is for you alj! 4 No, remember that the closest frlends must pari,

must part.
Adleu, adleu, kind friends, adien, adleu, adleu,
We may no longer slay with you, stay with you;
We’ll pin our hats to California’s flag
Anad Ict the ¥astern rascals wag!

With man-made laws she struggles on one-handed,
While vainly the crushed and feoble cry
Where mid life's sordid seenes they dle

And againgt them all earth’s strength scems handed!

Chorus  -Arise, the call Is yours,
Go forth, the world awnlits!
Press on! I’ress ou!

1
{

There {8 & woman In the town, in the town,
And she doth shrewdly sct §t down, set it down,
TI all her Statey That she can cast a vote llke any man,
g wide to you thelr gates! Llke any China - -Chinamanl
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