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Inless than 10 years, one half of all 9
million United Methodists will be 60 or
older. This staggering statistic has
prompted researchers at United
Methodist-related Duke University
Medical Center to study the relationship
between religion, aging and health.
Published studies from this work,
m_osm with research from other scien-
tists across America, have oosm_mﬁosmu\
demonstrated a positive association
between religious commitment and
health in later life. >
These studies indicate that one-quar-
ter to one-third of older adalts find reli-
~ gion the most important factor that
enables them to cope with physical ill-
- ness and other stresses.

For older Americans (particularly
older African-Americans) the local
church represents a vital source of sup-
port and companionship.

- People of faith who attended church
frequently have lower blood pressure
and fewer strokes; lower, rates of
depression, anxiety and alcoholism;
~ higher life satisfaction and greater well-
_» being; and adapt better to the rigors of
,‘ﬁg\muo& illness and a_mmgra\ -

People over 53 no longer have to
face their lives with a certain despera-
tion, contends an Emory University
expert on spirituality and aging.

Instead, older Americans can learn
how to see opportunities that don’t
waste the potential that, contrary to
popular concepts, doesn’t diminish as
one ages.

Eugene Bianchi, an expert on spiritu-
ality and aging, asked more than 100
older Americans to share their secrets
of successful aging. His new book,
Elder Wisdom: Crafting Your Own
Elderhood, chronicles the results,

“Elders need to think about how to
stay in society as central players and
not be propelled to the periphery of

Personal Minist

Faith eases potential pains of aging

zm__m_c:m people perceive
themselves as less disabled
and experience less pain
than do those with similar
health problems but without
a strong faith in God.

Furthermore, religious people per-
ceive themselves as less disabled and
experience less pain than do those with
similar health problems but without a
strong faith in God.

Research shows that religious com-
mitment changes over time.

Sixty percent of older people report
they have become more devout with
age, whereas 35 percent indicate no
change.

While religious conversion has been
usually considered a phénomenon of
youth, a revealing pattern emerges
when older adults are asked about
changes in their faith.

In a study of 850 hospitalized men
age 65 or over, one third reported hav-
ing a religious experience that changed
their lives; 42 percent experienced this
change after age 50.

It is quite common for people in their

~life;” he explained. “The book is about .

taking a new look at our individual
aging experiences and finding paths

- that will help us move HoSma elder-

hood in more promising ways.”

Elder Wisdom draws readers into the
lives of older Americans so that they
can apply the “elder wisdom” of others
to themselves.

See themselves realistically

Some of the book’s mentors are
celebrities, such as former President
Jimmy Carter, an active Southern
Baptist layman, and South Africa
Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
Most, however, are ordinary people
with a variety of educational and occu-
pational backgrounds.

“These people have a pretty good
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70s and 80s to- experience a change in
feelings about religion, particularly when
faced with physical illness and disability.

These research findings have very
important implications as in addressing
the direction of evangelism and ministry
for churches now and in the 21st century.

Research documenting the above
associations have been published in a
book titled Aging and God.

Training pastors in the pastoral care
needs of the aging is particularly impor-
tant given that 70 to 80 percent of clergy
report having no seminary coursework
in gerontology (age-related) subjects.

Studies indicate that clergy as a
group generally accept and enjoy work-
ing with elders but tend to overestimate
their knowledge of the unique needs of
older adults and share cultural stereo-
types of aging.

Churches in rural America are often
the most important and trusted
resource, outside of the family, for older
persons. In some studies 90 to 95 per-
cent of rural elders have church mem-
bership and more than 80 percent attend
church at least once a week.

Koenig is director of the
Duke University Medical Center pro-
gram on religion and health. Dr.

- Tired of the HUMP? The

\R..Ema :mm& to think
about how to stay in society
as central players and not be
propelled to the periphery
of life.”

—Eugene Bianchi

ability to see themselves realistically,”
said Mr. Bianchi. “They’re willing to
see the ups and downs of life for what
they are and not cover them up.

“One woman said that the best thing
about getting older is that you can be
more open and speak your mind.
There’s a tremendous sense of freedom
in that.”

When it comes to finding meaning in
life, these elder mentors stressed the
importance of cultivating a sense of

purpose.
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Weaver is clinical director of the
Church Counseling and Career
Center in Los Angeles.

Spiritual o_m<m_o_u_5m_: sense of purpose vital to healthy aging

. By ELAINE JUSTICE

“This purpose doesn’t have to be
world shaking, but something that
enthuses you,” said Mr. Bianchi.

Some elders emphasized the pursuit
of lifelong learning and teaching; others
cited commitment to valuable goals,
whether personal, familial, political or
social. .

For many elders, purpose and mean-
ing in life are tied to spirituality, which
may or may not be found in conven-
tional religion.

“A key feature about the religious-
ness of creative older persons is that
their spirituality is in the making; it is a
search for meaning based on real life
experiences,” said Mr. Bianchi.

Sometimes these experiences lead
people back to their childhood roots;
sometimes the path leads in new direc-
tion. But whatever their beliefs, said
Mr. Bianchi, “reflective elders are shap-
ing their own spirituality; it’s not some-
thing dictated to them.”

Not afraid of death

One surprise among Mr. Bianchi’s
interview subjects was their view of
death.

“I noticed that an amazing number of
these people were not afraid of death,”
he said. “That’s not to say they weren’t
afraid of the process of dying; every-
one’s afraid of being hooked up to
machines or of losing mental abilities.”

How does he explain this truce with
mortality?

“I think there’s a connection between
life satisfaction continuing into elder-

. hood and their attitude toward death,”

said Mr. Bianchi. “Their view seems to
be that since their stories have been
pretty good so far, they are less afraid to
see the end of the road.”

Justice writes for Emory
University’s news service.




by women’s

By THOMAS S. MCANALLY
Unitéd Methodist News Service

IRVING, Texas—Displeasure with a
November ecumenical women’s confer-
ence permeated a three-day “Summer
Celebration” sponsored by Good News,
an unofficial caucus of traditionalist
United Methodists.™

In opening remarks, Good News
board Chairman Don Shell of Lake
Junaluska, N.C., NUmBomm@m the
“church’s loss of a vital Christology,
particularly as reflected in the recent
‘Re-Imagining’ Cpnference” in
Minneapolis.

Soliciting comments and suggestions
from the nearly 500 participants, Mr.
Shell said board members are“‘disap-
pointed in the lack -of response by our
institutional leadership to the agony our
people are feeling about that conference.”

Most plenary, speakers referred to the
controversy, and several leaders pub-
licly and privately declared that the
“issue isn’t going to go away.”

Approximately 400  United
Methodists attended the. November con-
ference as part of an Ecuwmenical
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Evangelical caucus remains disturbed
‘Re-Imagining’ conference

In his keynote address, the Rev. William H.
Hinson, pastor of First United Methodist
Church in Houston, largest congregation in
the denomination, chastised the Council of
Bishops for not criticizing the Minneapolis

event.

Decade for Women observance. The
Women’s Division of the United
Methodist General Board of Global
Ministries paid expenses of 56 staff,
directors and other women.

Critics of the event point to praise of
“Sophia” (a Greek word usually trans-
lated as wisdom), comments by a
speaker who questioned the atonement,
celebration of a demonstration staged
by lesbians and their supporters, and a
ritnal using milk and honey.

Defenders say United Methodists
didn’t plan the event, that expressions
by lesbians were not part of the official
program, and that participants could

CLASSIFIED
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DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY. Full-time posi-
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fit package. Responsibilities include planning, directing
and implementing youth:ministry ‘programs, recruiting
and equipping adult volunteers. Organizational skills a
must. Send resume to: Grace United Methodist Church,
601 East Boundary, Perrysburg, OH 43551, attention

WANTED: DIRECTOR OF MUSIC FULL-TIME for
dynamic 3000-member church on Florida Gulf coast. Ex-
perience-as choir director/organist’ with enthusiasm and
aptitude for expanding the church music program re-
quired. Attractive salary and benefits package available.
Send resume, by September 1, 1994, to: Search Commit-
tee, Englewood United Methodist Church, 700 E. Dear-
born, Englewood, FL 34223. (813) 474-5588, Fax: (813)
475-2865. -

T ATIONAL CHURCH OF Wauwato-
mmw__mommwmm_%mn individual to seTve as Senior Min-
ister of a 1200-membeL congregation and administrative

d of a12- 3 Y P
ﬁwnaﬁa of .10 years experience as an ordained minis-

ter, with at least: three years of service in multi-staff
church environment. Excellent preaching skills and prov-
en organizational abilities will be sought. Salary and re-
Jated Denefits fo be discussed as employment discussions
proceed. Send resume to: Search Committee, First con-
mnnmm»wgw_ Chutch, 1511 Church Street, Wauwatosa, W1
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-person staff. Desired qualifications include a ;

Search Committee.
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rector of Children’s Ministries (over 700 active children).
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TWIN CITY SUBURBAN FURNISHED house for
lease for three months, six months, nine months or one
year, five minutes from the Mall of America. Beautiful
colonial. Pastor owned. Call: (612) 890-8320.

PEWS. WE ARE BUILDING A NEW sanctuary and
must sell our old pews. Solid oak pews in good condition.
We have 65 pews of at least 150" in length and 11 pews
of varying shorter lengths. Communion railing and chan-
cel furniture also available. Call Pete or Joyce at (210)

“YOUTH DIRECTOR WANTED: 2900-member church

on southeast Florida coast. Growing youth ministry. Ex-
perience preferred. - Contact: Search’ Committee, First
Cﬂmma Methodist Church, P.O. Box 539, Stuart, FL
34995.

826-3215 for more information.

SPRING THROUGH AUTUMN in the Smokies near
Lake Junaluska. Incomparable view. Completely fur-
nished efficiencies $185. week, $625 four weeks Sunday
. to Sunday. Winter availability. Clayton Calthoun, Drawer

POSITION AVAILABLE: DIRECTOR, Central Iilinois
Conference Council on Ministries. Date of selection De-
cember 3, 1994, Appointment effective July 1, 1995. con-
tact: Mary Kathryn Pearce, P.O. Box 515, Bloomington,
wﬁ m_ qo%o.mm_m for application forms. Deadline Septem-
ber 1, 1994, .

wwww Waynesville, NC 28786. (704) 627-6067, 627-

discern the appropriateness or consis-
tency with United Methodist teachings
of speakers’ comments.

In his report as executive secretary
and editor of Good News magazine, the
Rev. James V. Heidinger II of Wilmore,
Ky., said “Re-Imagining” may prove to
be a “gift from God.”

He said the issue is not the church’s
support of ecumenical events, nor the
Women’s Division’s mission history,
nor women’s theology, but “a frontal
assault on foundational Christian doc-
trine at a gathering that was supposed to
have been sympathetic and supportive
of the Christian faith.”

He called the event a “coming-out of
radical feminist theology . . . a poignant
example of the near-fatal collapse in
mainline Protestantism of authority,
doctrine, memory and tradition.” )

To stop a “theological and ethical
free fall,” he said, “it’s time we pull the
rip cord on the emergency chute.”

“In his keynote address, the Rev.
William H. Hinson, pastor of First
United Methodist Church in Houston,
largest congregation in the denomina-
tion, chastised the Council of Bishops
for not criticizing the Minneapolis event.

(At its meeting in early May, the
bishops agreed to conduct a study of
wisdom literature in the Bible but did
not comment collectively on the event.)

Dr. Hinson described as “intellectual
tyranny” and “intimidation” recent
efforts to silence critics of the “Re-
Imagining” conference.

NO ACCOMPANIST? SING YOUR favorite hymns in
. worship or at home. Instrumental accompaniment for 90
best known hymns on 6-tape cassette sets. Choose piano
or organ. Word book included, but can be used with your
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United Methodist Church, 7310 NW Prairie View Road,
Kansas City, MO 64151, Salary: Around $25,000. Send
resume to the attention of: Russell E. Standlee. Phone:
(816) 741-2972. Fax: (816) 741-8756.

hymnal, Makes an excellent gift. $38.95 plus shipping. 1-
800-728-0573.

FOR BEST SEATS AT THE GREAT Passion Play in
Eureka Springs, Ark., reserve now at Keller’'s Country
Dorm Resort (for groups of 12 or more)! Just $30 each

FULL-TIME CHAPLAIN FOR residential children’s
home serving 200 children and youth in an 18 homeunit,
120-acre campus, with 50 adolescent boys in a nearby
working ranch setting. Ordained person preferred with
organizational skills, creativity, interpersonal skills, to
carry out multiple tasks, and willingness to serve as a part
of the team and ministry with children and youth. Salary
and benefits commensurate with experience. Send re-
sume to: Judy Broadway, Methodist Home, 1111 Her-
ring Avenue, Waco, TX 76708.

includes lodging, meals, taxes, and best ($12.50) tickets!
Call (501) 253-8418.

BUYING COINS, COIN COLLECTIONS. Accumula-
tions, estates. Methodist investor with quiet confidential
cash will travel Southwest and negotiate any collection.
Bank and legal references. Box 808, Fulton, TX 78358.

COLLEGE DEGREE/HOME STUDY, SAVE $$8$. Cata-
log $1. Christian Bible College, Station Square, Suite 227,
Rocky Mt., NC 27804, (919) 442-1211. (Accredited).

IDENTIFY YOUR CHURCH with the United Method-

NEEDED IMMEDIATELY DIRECTOR OF FUND
Development. Non-profit agency seeks Director of Fund
Development to plan and implement comprehensive
fund development program including membership, spe-
cial events, grants, managing existing fund development
committee, etc. Experienced, self-directed. Knowledge of
children’s issues helpful. Fax resume to: (504) 899-1137.

ist insigne. The standard 6 foot cross is a 2 inch square
aluminum in black, silver, gold, or bronze. The flame is
fire-red textured polyurethane paint on % inch alumi-
num. Custom sizes available. Mounting brackets includ-
ed. Inquire: Cross and Flame Insigne, 5208 Piedmont
Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95405, or call (707) 538-5325.

EXCELLENT EVANGELISM TOOL FOR 18¢ or less!

BUSINESS MANAGER. SKILLS IN ACCOUNTING,
budget, reporting, Novell Network, personnel. Adminis-
ter fiscal policy. 2500 membership, salary negotiable.
MW%MWq%ZO, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410. (407)

Personalized greeting cards, invitations, announcements,
and more. Call or write for samples. Kay’s Kustom
Kards, Box 308, Beggs, OK 74421. (918) 267-4089.

FULL-TIME DIRECTOR OF YOUTH Ministries want-

INTRODUCING “THE WORSHIP EPISTLE FOR
ids” new children’s worship bulletin. Lectionary-based,
ducational, fun, economical. Call or write for free sam-
ositive Images, 112 E. Park Avenue, DuBois, PA
(814) 371-6636.

ed to assume responsibilities for well established youth
program at 1000 + member church in NW Houston sub-
urb. Experience required. Degree preferred. Submit re-
sume and references by September 1, 1994: CUMC, attn:
wwmnwoammmv 13403 Cypress N. Houston, Cypress, TX

POSITION
OPEN

The United Methodist Review has an immedi-
ate opening for a marketing executive with
proven promotional skills, an ability to relate
to United Methodists of every bent, a thor-
ough knowledge of the church and an appreci-
ation of how the Review can support and en-
hance the church’s ministry. )

Ideal ‘person will have college degree; high
levels of energy and creativity; previous mar-
keting/sales experience and an active Chris-
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Job involves travel, relocation to Dallas.
Salary negotiable.
Contact: Patricia Strohschein,
The United Methodist Review,
P.0. Box 660275, Dallas, TX
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Church leaders
debating Haitian
invasion option

By DIANE HUIE BALAY
Associate Editor

Church leaders disagree on whethes
it’s ethically correct for the Unitec
States to invade Haiti to overturn a mil
jtary junta and restore President Jean
Betrand Aristide.

In San Francisco, United Methodis
Bishop Melvin Talbert has been confer
ring with other Christian leaders to con
sider options at the request of the Re»
Joan Brown Campbell, chief executiv
of the National Council of the Churche
of Christ in the U.S.A.

Bishop Talbert, as secretary of th
Council of Bishop:
serves as the “hea
of communion” fc
ecumenical purpos
es.

In Kansas Cit:
the Rev. Emili
Townes, a
American Bapti
clergywoman,
assistant professe
of Christian soci
ethics at United Methodist-related Sak
Paul School of Theology. o

She said, “The last thing we need
do is use military force. We have a hi
tory of using force on smaller countri
which leads to an apparent victory f
the United States. But, in fact,
increases the suffering of the peor
who live there. They have to face t
consequences.

“In addition, we have a lot of diff.
ent voices coming out of Haiti. It is
country very, very divided over its 0
future,” she said.

“For the United States to decide
future is the height of arrogance.”

In the nation’s capital, the Rev.
Phillip Wogaman doesn’t exclude m
tary intervention.

Dr. Wogaman, longtime ethics p
fessor at United Methodist-relar
Wesley Seminary, is senior pastor
Foundry United Methodist Church
Washington. His congregation inclu
such political leaders as President :
Mrs. Clinton and Senator and Mrs. T
Dole (R-Kansas).

“The Haitian military with its sev
repression of the people and de
human rights abuses is intolerable,”
Wogaman said.

“We have a series of situations in
world—such as Bosnia and Rwand
where human rights have been abu
on a massive scale. In such situati
intervention by the world communit
proper.”

But the form of intervention shc
be the least severe possible, he s
while recognizing that the “track rec
for sanctions is mixed.”

“The United States, as the
remaining great world power, has-c
mensurate responsibility,”
Wogaman said. “We cannot be is
tionist.” . ,

But U.S. power should be used w
the aegis of the world commur
which is represented by the Un
Nations, he said.

" Emilie Townes
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Amid the biting criticism of the "Re-Imagining
Conference” held in Minneapolis last November,
and the equally sweeping defense by those who
attended this gathering, itis not easy to sort out the
validity of the one and the other.

The issue is not whether United Methodist
women should thinkand work ecumenically. Thatis
notdebatable in these closing years of the twentieth
century.

The issue ratheris whether the image of women
inour churches— United Methodist as well as other
participating denominations — has suffered be-
cause of the direction taken by the re-imagining
process at this gathering.

Ifithad been clear that the "re-imaginings” were
helpful in leading to new and creative ways of
thinking about the essence of the faith and to fresh
and challenging action to carry out diverse minis-
tries inour churches, thatwould be most commend-
able.

Butifthe reportsin the public press are accurate
(and one would not need to have been present in
order to verify them), then the impression conveyed
is that the re-imagining at the Conference gained
the upper hand over the image of Christian women
in pursuit of the Good Life. There would not appear
to have been so much of "fresh theological insights”
and "challenges to narrow orthodoxy™ as there was
playing the ball away outin left field. And that is not
an attempt "to discredit and malign women.”

What possible value could there be in that
sexually explicit ritual that was used and in a work-
shop on belly dancing? What happens to theology
when the doctrine of reconciliation through the
death and resurrection of Jesus is questioned?
What is the rationale for elevating the personifica-
tion of wisdom — Sophia—to a partof "the feminine
dimension of God"?

The image is adversely affected when the
imaginings take us beyond the central and crucial
elements of the faith.
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"For years," says Rev. Rankin Koch, "l
had searched for a tool for guiding lay
persons into effective ministry. When lwas
appointed to 550-member Ferris Heights

. Mnited #ethodist Church at Waxahachie,
Texas, June 1991, | didn't realize that the
Lord was going to provide that tool. Truly,
it'was His miraculous leading.”

« "Upon arriving, | found a good prayer

, group was functioning. Further, some of
these people were interested in going to a
powerful Prayer Seniinaf held in our area.
What a great foundation for building a lay
ministry, | thought to myself. Chris Quigley,
a lay person, took the initiative. Out of this
ministry came a prayer chain, a prayer
group, a prayer corner in our church bulle-
tin, even prayer vigils. Through this network
of prayer, needs of the church, and of
individuals, plus a vision of possibilities
began to emerge. It was the first big step
toward ‘'ministry leadership' on the part of
our lay people.”

Rankin continues, "As the prayer minis-
try was developing, David Lewis, one of our
lay people, heard about a Discover God's
Callretreat in Georgia. Encouraged by our
District Superintendent, Rev. Tim Russell,
David proposed that i go along. | wasn'ttoo
excited about taking the time and the trip,
but looking for ideas, | went. It was another
God-send."

David agrees. He explains. "l and three
others went as 'observers'. Soon | was
caught up with discovering my own call. It
was to get the Discover . .. program into
our Central Texas Conference. Fortunately,
Rankin and | roomed together. | poured out
my ideas on him. He guided me."

"But what can we do about our own
church now? It takes a while to get a
Chapter started,” Rankin responded to
David.

Fresh from the exhilarating experience
of discovering his own spiritual gifts, David
proposed that they get some people at their
church to do the six-week small group
program, "Discovering and Using Your
Spiritual Gifts."

Between David and Rankin, they got a
"Spiritual Gift" search group started. Out of
thatfirst group came new ieadership, some
renewed commitments, even one or two
transformed people. They got other groups
started. Today, Ferris Heights has sixty
people who know their spiritual gifts, and
the Church knows who has them!

"What a blessing!" says Rankin. "We
began to match responsibilities with gifts. It
was like giving the people and the Church
a shot of 'new life'!" He goes on, "In place of
people being burdened with 'jobs', they
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"By Bill Broa‘dway ’
Washington Post Staff Writer

Intlus season ofrehglous conventions
and annual meetings, the General Assem-
bly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in

Wichita, Kan., this month promises to be
one of the most dramatic. Beyond the typi-

cal fare ‘of polity and politics will rage a de-

bate over orthodox and feminist theologies.”

* The main'issué stems from a quiet ecu-
menical conference, held last November in

aneapohs Called “Re-Imagining,” the

" conference: brought ‘together theologians, |
+ clergy and. laypeople from various denomi- ..
- nations to examine and reconsider-the rela- .

* tionship of women to Christianity.

Not only did it prove partlcularly contro-
-versial for the 3.8 million-member Presby- -

terian Church—55 of the 114 resolutions
on the ‘assembly’s docket next week deal
_with the conference—but the denomina-

tion stands to lose a lot of money because
of it. The. church appropriated $85,000 to -

help pay for the event and some congrega-

tlons have W1thheld fmanc1al Support m re--. i

sponse,

That has created a budget shortfall of at
least $2.4 million, according to denomina-
tion estimates, and raised questlons about
the church’s mission..

The four- -day conference consisted of -

speakers, group discussions, panels, danc-

-, ing, singing; artistic presentations and re- f_.c :
" ‘sponsive readmgs—nothmg remarkable as -
;contemporary gatherings go. It was their’ ¢

theme that set off alarms among those who = .

- 'did not attend.” 7
In the January February issue of the_ o
‘Presbyterlan Layman, an independent

newspaper mailed to 500,000 households,
a story on the conference ran under the

headline “PCUSA funds effort to re-create -

God.”
Wrote reporter Susan Cyre “Declanng

their ‘allegiance to the goddess ‘Sophia,’
participants catapulted their rhetoric. well .
beyond commonplace themes of women’s:
equality. Instead, they heralded a more

AIIlOIlg

o

¢ radical agenda: to promote a new rehglon

w1th a new god.”

E 'torlals phone calls, letters and faxes,

" FROM "REIMAGINING' PROGRAM

“Re-zmagmmg isa

vulnerable and creatwe .
act ”.

—excerpt trom conference program

i charges and countercharges were ex-
- changed in tones that often were nasty and

divisive. The most strident voices called for

, dlsc1plmmg national staff members who .-

“,

repudlatlon” of the conference.”

‘Whatever you think of. Re—Imaglmng, tion, a participant would raise her arms and *

chant: “Bless Sophia,.dream the vision, '
‘share the wisdom dwellmg deep within.”

the style of discourse that occurred after-

_,wards is ‘not healthy—the use-of words like
f‘heretxc, ‘pagan, misogynist,” said the Rev.
- David Lee Dobler, outgoing moderator of
i _'[_the General Assembly
" “Much of the controversy has centered on -
. Sophia, the “spirit” whose name was in-
-voked in all the sessions. Sophla is the

Greek word for wisdom and appears in the
New Testament and apocryphal works. Be-

cause the form is‘feminine, some scholars
" say it echoes the feminine personification in
the Book of Proverbs. Conference planners -

’esbytenans'y ‘

said they used Sophia as a means of re- | -

- claiming” this biblical tradition. -
The response was mstantaneous In edi-

“Re-Imagining is a vulnerable and cre- e
ative act,” said the 81-page ‘conference pro-
gram. “It becomes possible through the '
power of blessing and respect. We invoke .
Sophia, Divine Wisdom, who chose to play L
with all the people of the world. Her voice -

has been silenced too long. Let her speak

and bless us throughout these days.”:

*Before' each speaker”made a presenta- i

When word got out, many charged. that

this gesture was tantamount to pagan wor-

- ship. Those in attendance disagreed. - :
“T was shocked to hear that right-wing : | -
folks thought we were talking about a god- * .

dess,” said Barbara Troxell, a Methodist .

. and assistant professor of practical theolo- .

gy at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Sem- . ‘

* inary in Evanston, IIl. “Those of us in theol- -
0gy simply mean wisdom being the !

See CONTROVERSY, C8,Col. 1
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oozewcéwm% m,woB Cc7
:mm&:ma ‘of God, helping God create -

-the'world . . . . The Catholic Church
‘afid the Orthodox have no trouble
" withthis whatsoever.”

;%nmaﬁnm:ﬁm included 1,743 wom-
Jen and 83 men from 27 countries,

‘49 states and 15 denominations. .
?. vﬁaﬂmsm had the largest repre- -

. sénfation (405), followed by Meth-

odists (391), Lutherans (313), Ro-
man' Catholics (234) and United
rch of Christ (144). One-third of -
th Eﬁ_o_vmﬁm were clergy.

. "“The United Methodist Church al-
so has had to cope with concerns

about its involvement in Re-Imagin-

ing"But it cannot address the issue
on a national level until 1996, when
: roEm its next general conference.

:Critics have expressed -concerns
-about some of the 27 speakers,
nisny of whom had published works
of feminist theology. Also raising
‘concerns were the substitution of a
Un@ma ceremony m:a a mik EE :o:-

last-minute m&_co: to the programr,

that"allowed lesbians and bisexuals
éamwm a mSSEmE against oppres-
sion.
‘Panel and &mocmeou mnocvm cov-
ered such topics as interfaith dia-
logue, Bible stories for children from
‘& feminist cmnmvmomé the &Bmumow
- ofpower in the church, women’s,
spiritual directions and szmmoﬁssm
litargy,
““When Cyre called her hmﬁ:w: ed-
itars.from the conference, “we real-
Snn&dm was a hot one,”,said Execu-

tive: ‘Editor Parker T. SE_mbo: an .

%0

“‘ordained Presbyterian minister.-

.He said several of the conference
sthemes are “antithetical to" the
Ogmam: faith” and denote “seismic
“shifts” in theclogy, implying that
“God:is a product of the imagination
8 begin with and, thus, can be re-
ESmEma .E:&N also suggest, he
-said;: that -God is imminent rather
~than’transcendent; that divinity re-
sides' in_all. beings and things; that
wm?wco: lies in finding the divinity
'within oneself; and that the church’s

‘téachings are demeaning to women.

In response, steering committee
hair Mary Kay Sauter said the
‘organizers never espoused a particu-
 lar-theology “other than God is more
.than-anything we’ve always heard.
We vanted to bring people together

- ‘'who had different ideas to explore.

" We siever questioned that God would

oo

EZ@ ‘a EdEmB with what we were

o

'

.droxell and Sauter co% wcowm of
the positive, “spirit-filled” atmos-
phere of the meeting and said they
heard no complaints until weeks lat-
er. Acknowledged Williamson: .“We
obiserved at conference no demon-
stration of protest. We really expec-
ted it, especially at the end when
they did the milk and honey ritual.
We really thought a substantial num-
- bér of people would stand up and
walk out. It just didn’t happen.” . -’

“Shortly after the Layman’s ac-
- counts, the Rev. Sally Hill, the con-
wonmzno coordinator and a Tdmcﬁm-
_rian. n_mnmwéoams, responded to
' criticisms in a letter to the church’s
General Assembly Council, the
church’s main decision-making body
between assemblies. -

“¥Nearly all conferees were church
meémbers, clergy or persons strongly

“connected to a church tradition,” she

sajd. “Many have written letters
mnwgm that this conference renewed
their hope in the church. Some have
actually credited the conference
with helping them to nmoo:n__m with
Christianity.”

he council Eoﬂ in Humvn:s but
did not discipline national staff par-
coﬁwsﬁw. It did, however, call for a
review of the controversy. Any fur-
ther action would have to be taken
by:the General Assembly, which
convenes June 10-17.

messr;m, the denomination’s
amBmmw control efforts have had
minimal effect. Williamson said the
church has vastly understated the
estimated shortfall. “We’re estimat- -
ing"$8 to $12 million lost in.com-
bined budgets,” he said, basing his
figures on photocopies of letters
sent.to denominational headquarters
in, I'duisville by at least 520 “ses-
sions” or local governing bodies.
Those congregations gave notice
they were withholding funds and
sent copies to the Layman,.

. Almost half of the “overtures,” or
resolutions, before the assembly
amw_ §E the  Re-Imagining confer-
m:nm . A committee has been appoint-
ed to discuss them and present a
recommendation for an assembly
vote. Denomination spokesman Jer-
ry Van Marter said it likely will rec-
oBEm:a wccosnsm a committee to
investigate the issue and report back
next year.

-Summary E,Emm or dismissals are
unlikely because that would “
against the mSE of wﬂmwvﬁmlws
policy, which/is deliberate,” Marter
said. “But who knows? This thing is
rancorous enough that it could hap-
pen”. -

- Mary Ann Lundy, who helped plan -
the conference and became the chief
target of conference critic
signed last week as. Ciate direc-
tor of churchwid€ planning. “Circum-
stances have made her goal of
effective service to the church unat-
tainable,” an official statement said.
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ter called to an American Baptist
church, claimed that Mary and
Martha in the Bible were lesbian
“fore-sisters.” She said that they
were not actual sisters, but lesbian
lovers.

Janie Spahr, a self-avowed les-
bian clergywoman in the
Presbyterian Church USA who was
prevented by that denomination
from serving a local church, said at
the conclusion of her presentation
that her theology is first of all
informed by “making love with
Coni,” her lesbian partner. She then
gave this challenge: “Sexuality and
spirituality have to come together—
and Church, we’re going to teach
vou!”

Judy Westerdorf, a United
Methodist clergywoman from
Minnesota, told the workshop that
the Church says God gives sexuality

as a good gift, but that | out of 10 is

a bad gift and you’re not supposed
to open it. (She was referring to
claims that 10 percent of the popula-
tion is homosexual, statistics that
have been proven to be inaccurate.)
Westerdorf added, “The Church has
always been blessed by gays and les-
bians, ...witches, ...shamans.” She
joked about the term “practicing
homosexual,” noting that her partner
says she’s not practicing, she’s pretty
good.

Theological Smorgasbord

The “Re-Imagining” event pre-
sented a smorgasbord of cultural
ideas and religions, allowing atten-
dees to pick and choose to their lik-
ing. “Be speculative,” participants
were told by conference organizers,
“there is no ‘answer.” We can’t
imagine what God is like. Being
together in our own images is the
ultimate.”

There were other workshops that
dealt with feminist theology, poli-
tics, music, and belly dancing.

One of the conference speakers
lashed out against alleged oppres-
sion by Christian missionary teach-
ings in India. Aruna Gnanadason, a
native Indian feminist, explained

™

Conference participants celebrating the

that the red dot on her forehead was
a form of protest against those who
said her forehead was only a place
for the sign of the cross. She invited
participants to join her in protest by
crayoning a red dot on their fore-
heads as well. Gnanadason said that
the red dot represented the “divine in
each other.” In this instance, the

milk and honey ritual to Sophia.

about 500 individuals, began with
singing to Sophia, and “bringing

attention to our own bodies” and.

swaying to and fro. Participants
were told that the ideal is to
re-image Jesus within the feminist
understanding from our cultural
roots.

Presenter Delores S. Williams, a

“T don’t think we need a theory of atone-
ment at all,” said one conference speaker.

“I don’t think we need folks hanging on
crosses and blood dripping and weird stuff.”

mark of those not wearing the red
dot was a very visible sign of those
not fully participating with the con-
ference activities.

Chung Hyun Kyung, one of"the
speakers, identified herself as a
“recovering colonized Christian and
a recovering feminist fundamental-
ist.” The ideal is the “reincarnation
of good,” she said. Kyung explained
that Asian theology totally rejects
the idea of sinful man, propagating
the understanding that humans are
good and become better from the
god within.

One major seminar was titled
“Jesus,” although no orthodox
Christian understanding of Jesus was
discussed. This seminar, attended by

“womanist” theology professor at
Union Theological Seminary in New
York City, said, “I don’t think we
need a theory of atonement at all.”
Her remark was greeted by
applause. “Atonement has to do so
much with death,” she said. “I don’t
think we need folks hanging on
crosses and blood dripping and
weird stuff.” Continuing, she said,
“We do not need atonement, we just
need to listen to the god within....If
Jesus conquered sin, it was in the
wilderness and life, not his death
(resurrection). The first incarnation
of God was not ‘some dove on the
shoulder,” but in Mary and her
body.” At this point, all the partici-
pants were encouraged to call out
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“through a woman’s body.”

Another feminist theologian who
led the “Jesus” seminar was Kwok
Pui-Lan. She said the Asian experi-
ence can’t image any Jesus. She stat-
ed, “We cannot allow others to
define our sin. What is our sin? Who
is this funny God that would sacri-
fice a lamb. We don’t even see a

Interreligious Concerns and a mem-
ber of the Re-imagining Steering
Committee; and Bishop Sharon
Brown Christopher (Minnesota). UM
funding sources were the Minnesota
Conference Commission on the
Status and Role of Women;
Minnesota Conference UMW,
Women’s Division of the GBGM;

“We celebrate the sensual life you give us,”
read the conference [iturgy. “We celebrate
our bodiliness, our physicality, the sensa-
tions of pleasure, our oneness with earth

and water.”

lamb in the Asian experience. The
Chinese do not have a word to com-
pare to the Hebrew/Greek word for
God.” Dr. Pui-Lan indicated that the
Chinese do not believe God stands
outside creation but that the human-
ist Confucian tradition emphasizes
the propensity for good in
humankind, and that they develop
moral perfection and sainthood by
maturing and emphasizing enlight-
enment.

Another seminar focused on the
history and future of The Ecumenical
Decade/Churches in Solidarity with
Women. Begun by the United
Nations, this program was limping
along until the World Council of
Churches gave it priority. It was
noted that it is “truly amazing” that
women have even stayed
within the patriarchal church-
es. Participants were encour-
aged to ignore any charges of
divisiveness; and not to worry
about the collapse of unity
within the churches,

Named as  United
Methodist sponsors for this
event were: Bishop Forrest C.
Stith, UM Co-Chairman of the
U.S. Committee of the
Ecumenical Decade/Churches
in Solidarity with Women;
Jeanne Audrey Powers of the
General Commission on
Christian ~ Unity  and

Conference participants Jeeling for vibratio

and Wesley United Methodist
Church as a neighboring host.

“The seminaries and the Vatican
can keep on defining orthodoxy
largely for the passing-on of the tradi-
tions through the ordained clergy,”
conference speaker and feminist the-
ologian Elizabeth Bettenhausen told
the Star-Tribune. *“But we laity have
always crossed our tingers behind our
backs when they lay out what ortho-
doxy is. We know in our daily lives
theology has to be much fresher and
more flexible than the definitions of
orthodoxy can ever be.”

For a conference which drew
upon the mainline Christian denomi-
nations for its supporters, funding,
and participants, this event utterly
failed to represent the historic

“the Divine Spark Within.”

s from

Christian faith of these denomina-
tions. To the contrary, the “Re-imag-
ining” conference, the Women’s
Division's choice as the quadrenni-
um’s theological workshop, truly
abandoned any form of orthodox
Christian theology. As evidence, read
the following liturgy of the service of
milk and honey dedicated to Sophia:

“Our maker Sophia, we are
women in your image: With the hot
blood of our wombs e give form to
new life. With the courage of our
convictions we pour out lifeblood Jfor
Justice....

“Sophia, creator God, Let your
milk and honey flow. Sophia, Creator
God, Shower us with your love. ...

“Qur sweet Sophia, we are
women in vour image; With nectar
behveen our thighs we invite a lover;
we birth a child: With our warm
bodv fluids we remind the world of
its pleasures and sensations. ...

“Our guide, Sophia, we are
women in your image. With our
moist mouths we kiss away a tear; we
smile encouragement, With the honey
of wisdom in our mouths, we proph-
esy a full humanity to all the peo-
ples....

“We celebrate the sensual life
you give us. We celebrate the sweat
that pours fiom us during our labors.
We celebrate the Singertips vibrating
upon the skin of a love. We celebrate
the tongue which licks a wound or
wels our lips. We celebrate our bodi-
liness, our physicality, the sensations
of pleasure, our oneness with
earth and water.”

Dodie Chase is a United Methodist lay-
woman from Willard, Ohio. She has
been a delegate to General Conference
and has served on various national pro-
gram boards for the UM Church.
Susan Cyre of the Presbyterian Layman
contributed research to this article.

More “Re-Imagining”
information may be obtained
by writing to ECUMW/
RENEW, 587 Raford Wilson
Rd,, Commerce, GA 30529,
A donation to cover process-
ing expenses would be
appreciated.
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