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It’s tume to speak out against a cruel practice
against young women 1 mony Third World countries.

CYNTHIA DICKSTEIN

omen learn about silence

when they are young. I

did. ,

Because I was the

orchestra o@ﬁomﬂ.@d/mm@mmm in junior
high,-every school day.1 had rehears-
als or a lesson in a private practice
room with the music director.

This man regularly put his ams
around me to show the proper posi-
tion to hold the violin or.the proper
bowing technique, but e always did
it in such a way that he was perfectly
positioned to rub up against my
breasts and breathe down my neck.

He never overtly pushed himself
on me, but he never really stopped
trying until I decided to stop playing
the violin in high school.

What is most interesting as I
look back at his behavior was not
only his perseverance but ny re-
sponse. I ignored it. I didn’t feel
ashamed because I knew it was he
who was wrong, but I never said a
word about it. I recognized that Ie
was the authority figure, the one
who would be believed. So I chose to
be silent.

Generations of young girls, like
me, learned early where the power
lay and were taught that it was not
in their best interests to challenge
that authority. And many of these
young women became wiveg and
mothers who chose to be silent.

Silent when their men beat and

" raped then, silent when their hus-
bands physically and sexually-
abused their children. So these chil-
dren not only had to deal with the
fear of their fathers but had to come

‘to-terms with the even more confus-
ing and maybe equally damaging is-
sue of why their mothers betrayed a
trust, didn't protect them, didn’t
speak out. ,

Too young to understand their
mothers’ fears, these children could
only feel that their mothers were
ashamed of them, eould only con-
clude that what was happening was
somebow their fault. Afraid and hu-
miliated; they kept silent, too. -

© Today, thanks to brave denunci-
ations by those who did step for-
ward, society has acknowledged that
certain behaviors are not only un-
lawful but are no longer even secret-
ly acceptable. At a younger age than
my '60s generation did, American
women are finding their voices. They
are speaking up and speaking out.

Lydia Oluloro is speaking out to
protect her daughters. Lydia has
been in this country illegally since
1987, but her daughters, ages 6 and
4, are US citizens. Fighting deporta-
tion, Lydia contends that if she must
return to her native Nigeria, her
daughters will face genital mutila-
tion.

Misleadingly labeled female cir-
cumeision, this is a practice that few
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ustally-by inserting a stiver of wood,
so the urine and later the menstrual
blood can be passed.

A recent issue of US News and _
World Report stated that the pur-
pose of this genital mutilation is to
diminish sexual appetite in order to
maintain a girl’s virginity and thus
her marriageability; the result is lost
sexual sensation, infections, persis-
tent pain, painful intercourse, infer-
tility and dangerous childbirth.

The article went on to report that
Amnesty International has no policy
concerning the genital mutilation of
girls and women and that the State
Department monitors the practice
but does not tie foreign aid to efforts
to eradicate.it. And then, in an at-
tempt to present a balanced report,
it states that there are those who
feel that Westerners should stay out
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raged over the genital mutilation of
some 100 million women?
@ Why does Congress approve
forcign aid to countries that allow
this practice, and would such aid be
approved if it were 100 million men
undergoing genital mutilation?
30 the women of these cultures
are receiving few messages from the
world that this practice is wrong,
They think they have a vested inter- :
est in maintaining the status quo, ’
that it is best for their children. :
Many economically dependent
American women, who were abused
and silent for so long, also thought
they were doing what was best for
their children by maintaining the
status quo. There is a comparable
complicity of the powerless, regard-
less of cultural differences.
We women in America are fortii-



