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    Even amidst what feels like an irreparably 

divided world, the Shaw Center is a place of 

warmth. It is a space to explore hard ques-

tions, learn to listen well, and imagine to-

gether what the world could look like. The 

Shaw Centerõs vision seeks to bring people 

together from various corners of the world. 

It was there that I continued my process of 

learning how to have difficult conversations 

and not running away when the conversation 

was unfamiliar, disorienting, or even way out 

of my comfort zone. We hope to continue 

this work of listening, questioning, and imag-

ining on a larger scale in response to the of-

ten harsh reality of our world. 

    This year, the Anna Howard Shaw Center 

has an important role to play as we discern 

how to act and who to be in the face of bla-

tant sexism, racism, ableism, and homopho-

bia. Events such as the Multicultural Expo 

help us put aside our assumptions and enjoy 

for a moment the myriad experiences of the 

world. It is a reminder that our differences 

are important. Differences emerge because 

we are different people with often vastly dif-

ferent experiences of the world. We choose 

to celebrate these so that people feel free to 

bring their whole selves to the space and 

conversations of the Shaw Center. 

    Further, students are given the opportuni-

ty to stop and collaboratively seek restora-

tion in the midst of busy schedules and 

emotional exhaustion through the Spiritual 

Growth and Stress Support Group. For 

many this is a space of quiet- a small window 

during the week to stop and breathe. To re-

set. For others, it is a space for guidance on 

the quest for deeper understanding of oneõs 

place in the world. This space, whatever its 

purpose, becomes more and more im-

portant to the work of closing the wide gap 

found when looking at places across the 

country and places within our own self. 

Who do we want to be moving forward? 

We ask that you join with the Anna Howard 

Shaw Center this year as we explore process-

es of peace and reconciliation by donating to 

the center here!   

Kaci Norman, BU STH ô16 

Dear Friends of the 

Anna Howard Shaw Center 

http://www.bu.edu/shaw/donations/
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2016 Multicultural Expo 

Photos by: Ylisse Bess Washington 
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 With great success, the Anna Howard Shaw Center 

sponsored its first annual Multicultural Exposition on No-

vember 10th, 2016. Two weeks before the controversial 

North American Holiday, Thanksgiving, The Anna How-

ard Shaw Center  honored the  diverse  and often  un-

derrepresented communities and holidays that exist in the 

BUSTH community. The Shaw Center celebrated the 

beautiful, resilient, and resourceful people and cultures of 

international students and people of color who currently 

study at Boston University School of Theology. 

 The Anna Howard Shaw Center exists to promote 

and encourage everyone to feel an inward pride for simply 

being themselves and then express it. International students 

and students of color come from far and wide to study at 

Boston University School of Theology (BUSTH) and leave 

their communities of comfort and familiarity in the process. 

Consequently, it was no surprise when the Anna Howard 

Shaw Center employees gathered students of color and 

international students from BUSTH and Eastern Nazarene 

College to share with the Boston community, what makes 

them proud of their land and their people. 

 The Anna Howard Shaw Center partnered with the 

Community Life Office and the School of Theology Stu-

dent Association to gather student speakers and performers 

to publicly remember their history and culture. Dr. Choi 

Hee An welcomed all participants and audience members 

physically present and watching from the livestream, to the 

event. 

 The presenters for the evening included students 

from BUSTH, Eastern Nazarene College and BU com-

munity members. Presenters represented their homes both 

near and far; their lands included South Korea, Nigeria, 

Netherlands, China, Mexico, Guatemala, Congo, and the 

United States. 

 Jordan Zepher, a third year Master of Divinity stu-

dent at BUSTH, began the expo with some of her profound 

poetry, reminding the audience of the power in their ec-

centricity. Yichen Liang, from Beijing, China, is a second 

year Master of Divinity Student at BUSTH. She spoke 

about her name which has two Chinese characters: "Yi" 

meaning art and "Chen" meaning treasure. Her parents 

hoped that she would excel in the art, but alas, she studies 

theology at BUSTH. Next was, Olusegun Osinye from  one 

of the Yoruba communities in Nigeria and a second year 

Master  of  Theological  Studies  student  at  BUSTH. 

Olusegun shared the sung parable by a renowned Nigerian 

Artist, Ebenezer Obey: òThe Horse; The Man and His 

Son.ó  

 Eun Su Kim, from South Korea, spoke of the 

beauty of her dress, òHanbokó. òHanbokó is the name of 

South Korean womenõs traditional dress, regularly worn for 

festivals and celebrations. It is composed of two sections; 

òjieogorió, a blouse shirt or a jacket, and òchimaó, a wrap-

around skirt. The idea is for the upper half of a womanõs 

figure to appear small and then accentuate her lower half. 

The Korean Student Association performed a single by 

Korean Pop Music group, G.O.D. and had everyone mov-

ing, a perfect segue from older traditions in Korean culture 

to current trends in the community. 

Anna Howard Shaw Center 1st Annual Multicultural Expo 

Photos by: Ylisse Bess Washington 
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Uchenna Awa, Dean Moore, Dr. Choi Hee An, 

Eun Su Kim, Yichen Liang 

 
 Chris Van Der Kamp, from the Netherlands, 

concentrated his presentation on his heritage and cultural 

dress. Leticia òLetyó Trujillo briefly shared about her 

Mexican and Guatemalan indigenous heritage. She 

helped the audience to focus on why the Multicultural 

Expo was so significant; for many people of color, wom-

en, and immigrant communities, their worlds have shift-

ed by the newly elected president of the U.S.A. Already, 

hate crimes against people of color and Muslim commu-

nities have gone up. Now, more than ever, people of col-

or and immigrants, need to find and express pride in 

themselves and their heritage. The pride that they carry 

is also their hope, as well, it is evidence of the power of 

resistance and resilience alive in them. Todd McNeel Jr., 
Fellow at ArtsEmerson and graduate of Longy School of 

Music of Bard College in Opera studies, closed the event 

with a song from English-Language opera, Porgy and 

Bess. 

 Christina Richardson stated òIt was really awe-

some to see different cultures to come together, I canõt 

wait for next year because it will be even bigger, and I 

hope to have Caribbean and Liberian cultures represent-

ed next year. To be in an environment where we can 

share our heritage and culture was a great experience.ó 

 The Multicultural Expo provides BUSTH a plat-

form to expand and diversify the voice of its community. 

It is vital that the BUSTH community recognizes who it 

is--in all of its diversity--to understand where it should be 

going and what it should be doing; diversifying its courses 

to reflect the makeup of the student population. The 

Multicultural Expo is evidence of presence of the Divine 

Spirit, so vast that it manifests itself in all different people 

and cultures. The Anna Howard Shaw Center looks for-

ward to the 2017 Multicultural Expo, when we will see 

more ways God shows up. 

òA people's relationship to their heritage 

is the same as the relationship of a child to its mother.ó  

John Henrik Clarke 

Photos by: Ylisse Bess Washington 

https://www.facebook.com/ArtsEmerson/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/LongyMusic/?ref=br_rs
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Watch the 2016 Multicultural Expo here! 

Leticia Trujillo 

STH ô20 

Photos by: Ylisse Bess Washington 


