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"Helping Those In Need"
by The Rev. Rosemarie C. Smurzynski

Preached at the Unitarian Universalist
Area Church at First Parish in Sherborn
on November 17, 1991 and again, at "Women
and the Word 1l%s2."

Reading from Rebecca Parker, "Your Gifts"

These are the words of The Rev. Dr. Rebecca Parker, President
of the Starr King School for the Ministry. Parker reminds us
that each of us has gifts. And she names those gifts:
speaking, listening, imagining seeing and waiting.

Parker tells us that we have the choice of how to use our
gifts: whether these gifts will be used to do the work of
justice and to offer love, or used for injustice and to
withhold love.

And then she tells us boldly: with your gifts, choose to
bless the world.

And we are about that. Simply by choosing to affiliate with
religious community, we have chosen to use our gifts to bless
the world.

Yes, we could have chosen to bless the world in solitude.
Our spiritual ancestor, Ralph Waldo Emerson, did just that.
He retired to his study to search for the sources of power
and grace, wisdom, healing and liberation. But we have
chosen more. The more brings us together, in companionship,
in company, in chorus. And we have come together as Parker
knows and because we know:

None of us alone can save the world.
Together-that is another possibility,
waiting.

And what is the world we want to save.
It is a world of great beauty and great pain.

The beauty is evident and as wonderful to feel as a sunshlny
day in Autumn, Summer, Spring or Winter.

The beauty is evident in the reaching grasp of a new born
child circling its tiny flngers around ocur one. A small act
of great connection.

The beauty is evident in a handshake that says hello, a hug
that says I support you, and a glance that says, "yes."

And the pain. We know it. We see it. We read of it. We
feel it, and in protection, we cringe before it. The pain is
in homelessness and poverty, in oppression and repression.
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It is in physical harm and emotional hurt and in abandonment.

And I’'m thinking of the poor. And I’m thinking we must use
the gift of imagining that Parker names as ours, to see the
pain of being poor. And we would see to be poor:

It is to have few clothes.

It is to scramble to find a meal.

It is to be resourceful in knowing where each day I can
find a meal and a safe place to sleep. And maybe the
place can be clean, too.

It is to have no job, no mail, no address, no home, no
forms to £fill out. .

It is to be totally dependent on the good will of
religious organizations who see it has somehow come to
them to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked.

It is to put aside feelings of shame to stretch your
hand out and ask for help.

It is to have others look away, overwhelmed by your
need.

A person I shall call Jay is one of those extremely poor. I
saw Jay in a Soup Kitchen in which I was helping out.

Except, I had met Jay first, years before. You see, I buried
his grandmother one fine spring day many years before our re-
encounter. And he attended her grave side service as a youth.
His family was comfortable enough. But Jay was homeless.

His family would have helped him. But Jay preferred his
independence, even when independence meant the streets of
Boston. And he was proud of his ability to survive.

He was proud that he could keep warm in the winter and that
he knew where he could get three sguare meals a day.

And he was attractive. Long brown hair. Deep blue eyes.
Gentle. Beaten up sandals shorn his bare feet in summer. He
looked like what I imagined Jesus looked like 2000 years ago.
For all I know, he might have been.

But what I learned from Jay was about beauty, not about being
poor, there is nothing beautiful about that, but the beauty
in him. For--

To be poor, he showed me, is to be human and to have
dignity and to know you are still somebody. It is to
have feelings of sadness and joy and fear and hope. It
is to scramble and use all of your mind and your heart
to survive.

In the work this church does at Salvation Army Dinners, we
see many Jays: ‘

male and female, we see them.

young and old, we see thenm.

black and white, we see them.
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And we help--as a church we help, some serving, some cooking,
some organizing.

And we help because we know we ourselves are part of that
world we are trving to save.

And there are so many ways that this church helps: Let ne
count only a few:

In the "Good As New Shop" which Wednesday after Wednesday,
except for holidays and the night before Thanksgiving, is
open for all to bring clothes to as a donation or on
consignment and for all to purchase. Good clothes at
reasonable prices in an unreasonable age.

And what the shop doesn’t sell, at the end of a season it
gives away to organizations that help people like Jay. For
thirty yvears now the "Good As New Shop" has been doing its
outreach work. OQuietly and with stability the shop makes a
difference in people’s lives, in the lives of those who serve
and who are served.

And we participate in denominational projects. Each year we
collect money for a "Guest At Your Table," a Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee Project. And the quarters we
contribute go to buy medicines and the dollars to build
houses. All go so that others around the world might have a
sense of their own dignity and worth.

And the work of the UUSC has made major differences in the
lives of people who otherwise might have little hope.

And then there is the UU Urban MInistry in Boston. This is a
denominational ministry to the poor in Boston which began in
1826, one year after our Unitarian denomination began when
the Rev. Joseph Tuckerman supported by the area churches
devoted his time to helping the poor of Boston. Today the
Urban Ministry helps people through giving them safety and a
chance to do things that might never have been p0551ble
without their help.

And then we are involved in community projects like Salvation
Army Dinners, I just mentioned, or the Spoons Project which
benefits Project Bread in Boston. And today we heard an
inspiring presentation by Betsy Kraft who outlined a need at
"A Place To Turn," a food pantry and clothing drop-off
center. We supported "A Place To Turn " last yvear. Today we
are being asked as a church to recommit to them and in deeper
and more intentional ways. And in December we will have the
Mitten Tree and as you see in our bulletin, we will
participate again in Adopt-A-Family. The work we have done
reaches out. Our time and gifts are much needed.

As I counted up the ways we help I was at first a bit puzzled
when person after person, almost from the first day I came to
church, approached me with concerns about the church fine
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tuning its outreach. But as the days unfolded I think I
understood the desire. From our feeling of abundance, we want
to address the scarcity, because cur gifts of knowing and
seeing, tell us they are there.

Sunday after Sunday we come to one of the most beautiful New
England church buildings I have ever seen.

And in 1985 many of you who were here then committed yourself
to raising funds for a Tercentenary Fund, because you knew
that something had to be done to repair the leaks in the
sanctuary and to build better space for religious education.
And you gave generously to make improvements happen.

That task is completed and we will soon celebrate its
completion.

And the last five years have been difficult in stability. And
though you have had wonderful ministering in those years with
Ray Baughan, Phyllis O‘’Connell, Kathy Fitzgerald, by
definition, their commitments were interim, time limited.
You knew what being in need as a church meant these past few
years.
But now, so much is in place.
And that security, has given us a luxury that only those
whose basic needs are met can have: the luxury, to loock
beyond and out and to care for others.
And together, we want to know how we might participate in the
more, because :
this church is not only about having a beautiful
building, though it includes that;
And it is not only about running a good program of
religious education for adults children and youth,
though it includes that;
And it is not only about searching for companionship and
comfort, though it includes that, too.

It is also about what we might do together in the community
beyond our walls for the problems are tremendous:
homelessness, battered women, the environment, world peace.
The safety of humans often hangs by a tenuous thread.

But not one of us alone has the answer to how we might help.
The answer is out there, amongst us, knowing how together we
might pool our gifts of speaking, listening, imagining,
seeing and waiting to bless the world.

Just for a moment, close your eyes and imagine.

Imagine where you live--imagine your home and your family.
Now imagined, your neighbors and your neighborhood.

And imagine the wider community that surrounds your
neighborhood and cast your thoughts as wide as you might want
to cast them.

Now imagine the things that could be done to make the world a
better place. Imagine them one by one. And imagine one
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small way you could make it better. Now imagine yourself
doing it. Now open your eyes.

We can and we ought to feel good about the good works in
which this church is already involved.

Noc one can accuse us of shirking our responsibility.

But I understand when I hear you say we want to be doing more
good works and you want to be doing it in companionship, not
as individuals who belong to this church, but as this church.

At the conclusion of the worship service I invite you with
refreshments in hand to join in the library if you are
interested in being part of a group that brainstorms some of
the ways we might want to use our gifts to bless this world.
I and Carol Jensen, chair of the Social Action Committee,
will join you in the library listening to our visions.

And then we will do it.

Simply that-- we will do it, because

Alone none of us will save the world.
Together-~that is another possibility,
waliting.

Amen.,




