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As we worked on the wording for the
paragraph for the Women and the
Word brochure recently, | was struck
by the truth in an idea expressed by
ane of the women who will be with us
in March. She talked about how, in
truly fistening to the diverse ‘and
passionate voices of women, we find
our own voice in a broader context
than before.  Truly listening and
engaging women moves us from the
narrow confines of our backgrounds
and moves us beyond our ignorance,
our stereotypes, and our fears of that
which is different.
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Margaret Wiborg

This fall, the Shaw Center is beginning
to step out on this kind of journey. As
we said in our statement of action and
confession last year, we know we will
make mistakes along the way. How |
would like to think that our mistakes
will be the kind that we can laugh
about together, how | hope they will be
mistakes that do not deeply wound or
offend. How clear | am that those
hopes are not promised!

We have begun by being more diverse

in our leadership.
Continued on P, 6

Fall

Pauletta Lehn is a firstyear MTS
student. She participated in the annual
Shaw Center retreat a few weeks after
arriving in Boston from Nebraska. Here

Mg

etreat

May | be filled with loving kindness.
May | be well.

May | be peaceful and at ease.
May | be happy.

Shaw Center Women attending this Fall’s Retreat pause on Saturday morning for a group photo.

are her impressions.

The theme of the retreat was Finding
Sacred Spaces: Within and Without.
Margaret Wiborg introeduced us to an
ancient Buddhist prayer. She prefaced it

with the gquestion: “For what else do we ~

need to ask?”

The retreat was both enriching and
empowering. The women shared a
wealth of experience and tradition,
which we tharoughly appreciated.

On the first night, we gathered to
share our items of sacred worth.

These items included a chalice from
continued on P. 7
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Meet the Shaw Center Scholar

ai Fan Wong (sounds like “fife is
fun") is my name, and | truly believe
that -“life is fun.® | grew up in a
Chinese family and lived all my life in

Hong Kong, before coming to the
United States in 1997.

| became a Christian when | was a
child. As the first Chrisfian in my
family, | prayed for more than twenty
years for my family to receive Jesus
Christ as their personal savior. Thank
God for the answers fo my prayers.
One by one, over the years, my
grandmgcther, father, mother, brother,
sister-in-taw, and nieces were all
converted to Christianity. :

| have always enjoyed school. |
studied oriental literature and language
{Chinese and Japanese) as an
undergraduate. Then | taught in a
Christian secondary school, in service
to the Lord. After teaching for two
years, | developed a great interest in
education, so | returned to the
university to study for my graduate
diploma in education. With my
professor's encouragement, | then
pursued graduate studies in
counseling while 1 continued teaching.
| also worked as a volunteer in a
Christian counseiing center. Now an
experienced language teacher and
counselor, | began to teach in the
Department of Education in a Christian
university.

As the only daughter in my family, |
was greatly influenced by the culture of
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my father's hometown, Shunde, a
place famous for independent women.
Early in my life, | began to examine the
issue of women's self-esteem and
personal expectations. | have always

" felt proud of being a woman, but there

are few models distinct from the
traditional definitions in my culture. |
was educated for ftwelve years in a
Protestant school that was established
in memory of the first female
missionary to China. The beginnings
of the women's movement in China
were influenced by Christianity. /
believe that Christianity can still be a
motivating force to arouse women's
consciousness and liberate us from the
sin of sexism.

About five years ago, | received Jesus’
call and decided fo prepare myself to
enter ordained ministry. | studied for my
MDiv in Hong Kong. | thank God for
giving me the opporiunity to attend
international women's meetings and join
educational team visits to overseas
partner churches and women's
organizations, which helped clarify my
decision to focus on women’s ministry.

My interest in integrating psychology

and theology with women's issues led
me to study for an MTS at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary in
Chicago two years ago. Again, by the
clear leading of the Holy Spirit, ! came to

Boston University School of Theclogy to -

study for my ThD in pastoral psychology
and spirituality.

I am glad fo know more about Anna
Howard Shaw and her pioneering
work, through the Shaw Center. | hope
my experience here can stimulate and
encourage me io contribute more to
the development of women of color. |
am greatly interested in improving the
quality of services for women,
expanding the vision of the church for
women, and facilitating women's
appreciation of their talents and their
lives. | am excited to know that | have
so much to do, and | am looking
forward fo having even more fun doing
this!

Thank God for leading me in Its
Way — we Chinese have a special
pronoun for God, which is neither
male, nor female — and for granting
me the freedom to be who | am.

In the face of tremendous cultural
change, diversity, and the complexity
of public life, congregations are
tempted to cloister themselves, tum
inward, and give up on any creative
invalvement with the wider community.

This year’'s School for
Congregational Development
program focuses on developing
“public congregations”  — faith
communities that understand salvation,
evangelism, ministry, and the Christian
life as a dynamic — even subversive,
engagement with the world, through
witness, service, formation, and
outreach.

Whether your interest is in new church
development, congregational
transformation, or discovering new
strategies for seeing your congregation
better engage its community with the
gospel, this summer’s workshops offer
something just for you!

Contact the Center for Congregational
Research and Development at Boston
University School of Theology, 745
Commonwealth Avenue, Boston,
Massachusetts 02215; telephone:;
617/358-0909; e-mail: ccrd@bu.edu
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Shri PMM, .
a second-year MTS candidate.

Her assignment in the Shaw Center makes full use of her
organizing, motivational, and creafive skills, as she
concentrates on executing tasks associated with theCenter's
annual preaching event — Women and the Word and the
weekly Shaw Center brown bag lunches.

This former United Methodist missionary hails from
Mountain View, Arkansas. Her work has taken her to
Houston, Texas, where she spent two years in the mission
field, and to Johannesburg, South Africa, where she spent
one year. She has also spent the past two summers as
director of the YMCA Downtown Houston Summer Day
Camp.

A 1995 graduate of Hendrix College, Sara holds a BA in
psychology. Her MTS studies focus on social ethics, and
she plans further studies in social work with a concentration
in the administration and planning of nonprofits.

Sara is pursuing deacon’s orders in the United Methodist
church.

On the staff of AHSC this year

. %ﬁm@% *, %
M E S(/au, a first-year MDiv candidate,

pursuing elder's orders in the
United Methodist church. Born in Barbados, Laurel has
spent the last twenty-six years living, working, and going to
school in New York City.

A community activist and organizer, Laurel was active in
local politics in Brooklyn where she lived. She received a BA
degree from Brooklyn College where her honors project was
in speech communications. She received a Master of Public
Administration degree with a concentration in public and
nonprofit Management from New York University.

Laurel has held senior management positions in the New
York City Human Resources Administration. She has
worked in education — classroom instruction and curriculum
development for the educationally disadvantaged; and
service delivery to and programming for victims of sexual
assault, family violence, child abuse and neglect, the
homeless and single mothers on welfare.

Having worked in the print media, Laurel brings those skills
to bear in the Shaw Center by working on the newsletter and
on other tasks related to communications and operations.
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“You've been given all that you need.
You're on your own now. Stand on
your own two feet.”

Those words resounded as clearly in
my head as though the speaker had
been standing in my room right next to
me. But there was no one here with
me — at least no one | could see. As |
looked out over the galvanized
ropftops, past the pastel-colored
houses to the pink-colored clouds
heralding the morning sun, ! became
aware of a mantle of responsibility
falling softly on my shoulders.

| was reacting to the news that my
mother had just broken to me on the
telephone. “Laurel,” she said, "l have
some sad news for you. Rex is dead.
He died this morning of a heart attack.
The funeral is Thursday. You have fo
come home.”

Rex has been a substitute father for
me ever since my biological father died
eighteen years previously. He had
been a spiritual guide. He had been

the first one to identify gifts and graces
that had been developing in me, and
had said to me over the years that
there was a special call on my life — a
debt that | owed to God and to my
people that | could not escape.

Periodically he would say to me:
“Aren’t you ready yet? it's time for
ordination. Let me know when you're
ready." | would shrug and say, “I'm not
so sure...”" He never saw my gender.
That | was a woman did not matter to
him. He simply knew there were
talents that 1 had to share with God’s
people.

The answer to my unspoken question ,
which drove me to the window of my
second floor apartment in the south-
eastern corner of the beautiful island in
the Caribbean where 1 was born, had
come in response to a question | had
asked myself, ‘What do | do now?”

“You're on your cwn. You've been
given enough.” That's something Rex
might say. Short. Pithy. Profound.
True.

| made plans to return to New York,
breathing deeply the fresh salty air that
drifted over the seaside village where |
vacation with my cousins. Okay. One
day earlier than | had planned — that's
not too much to sacrifice, | reasoned.
Rex was always reasonable. God was
reasonable, too!

It was also the last time that | would
see my paternal grandmother alive.
When | returned tfo Barbados just
seven weeks later, at the end of
January, it would be to eulogize her,
and to confirm what was now
becoming very clear to me. It was time
for me to answer the call to ministry. It
was time for me to assume the mantle,
take on a special responsibility, carry
the torch to the next generation. One
generation was passing. It was now
my time. Like Jonah the reluctant
prophet, | tenuously approached the
necessary changes that | had to make,
as conditions around me became
increasingly troublesome. Even though
| was reluctant to admit it, 1 was ready.
| had been prepared. | had been given
enough.
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Meet The Co-Chairs of the

When the advisory board of the Anna Howard Shaw Center decided to change the direction of the center to make it more
appealing fo a wider variely of women, one of the actions taken in pursuit of that vision was a change in the governing
structure and operating protocol of the center. This has resufted in a governing structure with a different look and different

operating dynamics.

The advisory board is now headed by Co-Chairs, rather than by a Chairperson and Vice Chair as in the past.

Shirley Hoover has been a member of
the Anna Howard Shaw Center for the
past sixteen years. She describes her
relationship with the center, which
stretches back to her own graduation,
as evolving through “several
incarnations.” Since the Board was
formed in 1985, Shidey has held a
variety of posts, including those of
president, secretary and financial
chair. Since June of this year, she has
been co-chairperson with MT. Davila.
As a graduate of the School of
Theology and one of
the longest-serving
members of the
board, the Reverend
Mrs. Hoover has
much  seasoned
experience and an admirable grasp of
the institutional history of the Anna
Howard Shaw Center.

One of her earliest and most positive
memories is associated with the
institutionalization of "Women and the
Word” the annual conference
sponsored by the center.  Shirley
recalls that in 1984 Margaret Wiborg,
the current director, participating in her
first retreat, asked participants what,
as clergywornen, they would like to
see. The consensus was
“clergywomen preaching.” From that
vision, the Women and the Word
conference was bomn.

Shirley has lived through several
changes in her own life and has seen
many changes occur within the center.
She embraces this change to the
vision of a center that incorporates and
reflects a greater diversity of women
than it has in the past. She looks
forward to the center embracing
women of all races and ethnicities,
from all parts of the country and the
world, from other denominations, and
of all ages. She recognizes the need
for a changing of the guard at the
center; and feels that her own wisdom
and knowledge is limited.
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The emphasis at the Anna Howard
Shaw Center is sfowly shifting, as it
must, to a multi-cultural, inclusive one.
Thus it is entering a world that is
unfamiliar to many older women, a
world in which they did not grow up.
Some may feel uncomfortable about
this change, but Shirley Hoover wants
to be as helpful as she can in helping
to move the center in that direction.
She rejoices in seeing the new energy
in the younger women.

Something Shirley would like to see is
a movement of the center to expand its
circle of operation outside of Boston to
the region, perhaps as far as Northern
New Hampshire. For example, to offer
evening Women's lectures, led by
women professors, on womanist/
feminist theology. The driving idea
behind this would be to bring the
School of Theology to women in the
suburbs.

Northern New Hampshire Is where
Shirley now serves, and she is very
much aware of how isolated that part
of the region can become. Even in the
early fall, while it is still relatively warm,
preparations are going on for the
winter., The hay is all in and the
vegetables have been harvested,
canned, and botfled. These are people
“on the fringes”. They are
geographically isolated. Despite the
isolation, she asks "How can we reach
the women — the women of the UMW
and clergywomen — who are “on the
fringes"?

She feels that the center can be a
powerful influence on the church, if it
can pool and direct the power of those
women currently on the fringes. One

vehicle through which this can be
accomplished is Women and the
Word. This, she says, provides a great
opportunity to see and meet people. In
some years, women have come from
all over the country to participate in this
conference. The conference needs to
incorporate what she calls "frontier
theology™ it needs to be a “culting
edge” conference, each year, every
year,

“If we are going to get anywhere,”
says Shirley, " we need

0 Jlook to common
experiences we have as
women —  birth,

marriage, and children —
to develop our
understanding of God. We can also
advocate for women clergy,
recognizing that being a clergywoman
is not an easy road.” She believes that
young clergywomen are in for a
surprise, even though things in the
region are improving.

Shirley has had plenty of experience
as a pioneering woman. She has had
the experience of being the “first
female” to do several things, most of
them challenging. The maost
remarkable thing about her is that
despite her setbacks, she shows
remarkable resilience. Fifteen years
ago, Shirley Hoover suffered a heart
attack at a time when the medical
community considered heart attacks
among women fo be a rarity. That
hasn't slowed her down. She stil,
however, feels the effects of the death
of her husband. She has also had a
few difficult pastoral assignments, .
"But," she says, “I'm a survivor.”

Shirley says she works hard at not
being too pushy, even though her
detractors might still say she is. When
she decides there is something to be
done, she does it.

ContinuedonP. 5
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MT Davila accepted the position of co-  completed her bachelor's degree at  concerns about social justice issues, such
chair in June '99, signafing a new era  Brown University, assisted the Catholic  as the lack of food and access to food for
_for the center. MT is one of the younger  chaplain on campus, and taught women and their families across the
members of the board and-is @ Roman  Spanish at junior high and high globe. MT believes that because of the
Catholic who was born in Puerte Rico. schools. relative affluence of. North American
women, critical concerns about global \
Born into a household where a strongly ~ Her passion for education continues to hunger have been eased into the P
held family valuse was that a good be expressed in her work at BUSTH  background. Even though she |
.
\
|

education would lead to a successful life  and in the voluntary chairmanship of  acknowledges that we might be limited in

regardiess of one’s economic situation, the Shaw Center. She is particularly what we can do, she nevertheless

MT Davila has carried that passion for concerned that students become  believes that our spirits need not be

education throughout her life. vigilant about education policy — confined. We can reflect and draw
particularly involving higher education  attention to the plight of the dispossessed.

She came to Boston University in 1995,  and access to it. She believes we must ~ She sees that the Shaw Center can move

as a student in the Master of Divinity be ever vigilant because of the subtle  in this direction.

program, intending to do campus Wways in the past in which access to

ministry. Along the way, MT switched to  higher education was often limited by ~ From the global to the local, MT. dreams

the MTS program to focus more on lawmakers. of a Boston University Press, as there
theological studies, graduating with that once was, or at least a close affiliation of
degree this past spring. Before the end  Her vision of the Shaw Center is that it the University to a press, that could print
of this journey she urgent works by students

and faculty. A web site -- a
fullfime active web site
through which “all sorts of i
Theology in December information” can be posted
1996 and completed and where students and
her studies part time. becomes an even louder voice for others can communicate, is another of
social justice than it has been in the  MT's dreams. “With this device”, says MT
Erom her native Puerio Rico, MT's past, that it be an agitating presence  “we can get information out there so that
journey to BUSTH and to the Co- among university students and those ali who need it can have access to it.”
chairpersenship of the Anna Howard  within the School of Theology and that '
Shaw Center came by way of ways can be found in which its
Providence, Rhode Island, where she constituents can express their

decided to accept the
position of alumni
officer for the School of

Before she came into the ministry, 'GUAVAVAVAYAVAYAPAYAVAVAVAVACATS!
Shirley Hoover gained a bachelor's '.‘One of the ways in which we are’.‘

i i ; ; Pal seeking to reflect the diversity of our PgY
. . degree in political science and histo seeking to retlect the diversily ot our
She endured a divorce in 1977 and ancgi a mazter’s degree in educatioq >.1center is through the art-work and P.i

regrets that the church was not there  gpe pag peen pastor of two Methodist ’d decorations that ador the walls and ’0’

for her, but she uses this as an churches in Monroe, New Hampshire, wShe’VBSOfthe center. ’0:

opportunity to shine the light on ways ;o July, and has been co- ’.‘ 'Q

. . The Anna Howard Shaw center is
in which the church should pay chaimerson of the Amna Howard ) invit i inti S
attention to people who are good p g inviting donations of paintings, wali- y¥y

L . Shaw Center board of directors since ¢ hangings, sculputre and other pieces of )
C_h!'lstllans, . bu.t who experience  gince june. She still has a lot to give. art which reflect the varieties of culture »
difficulties in life. She feels that ® represented in the student body, Q‘
someone needs to franslate the ’.‘ alumnae and constituency of the '0‘
language of theoclogians fo make it

'.‘ Center. ”‘
accessible to regular people. S s
alif in the displays in the Center, you do ral
P.f not see your own culiure represented, Mgl
Here?’s how vou P.( please discuss the object you wich to P.i
).1 donate with Laurel Scolt of the AHSC p.{

staff, and she will make arrangements

Shirley Hoover continued fromp.4

7 “ /7
L)

She thought she could do this by being
a teacher of history. After pursuing this

dream for a year, she realized that this g aaxs he]p reflect

at rad
was not where she ought to be. She .1f0r your contribution to be displayed (2

worked with the League of Women o dl"el'S“V of cul- ;.‘ and appropriately acknowledged. :::
Voters and raised three children. She =
got divorced, because at that time she tures in the Shaw "‘ You may contact her at the center — ’.‘

’Q:te[ephone 617/353-3075, or e-mail: '@

. :.‘ shawcenter@bu.edu. :’:

OV
Page 5

couldnt do what she was doing Center
(pioneering work) and still be married.
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Mary, Many Thanks to-You...

Faith N. Abbey

Daniel & Betty Allen
Horace T. Allen, Jr.
Meredith Allen

Lots J. Bailey

Priscilta Barnard

Laura Jaguith Bartlett
Susan Gray and Bob Suber
Carole R. Bohn &

Robert A. Furman

Mary Lou Greenwood Boice
Elizabeth Brick

Amy Brooks

Curtis and Meredith Brown
Earf Kent Brown '
Mary Jane Brown
Charlotte Browne-Mayers
Shirfey M. Budden
Sharon Peebles Burch
Evelyn S. Burns

Carole Calhoun

Betty Sue Clark

Linda J. Ciark

Louise E. Cole

Maria L. Coleman

Beth Collier

Doressa Kay Collogan
Janet Crain

Earl Harold Cunningham
Rosa Choi Cupfender
MT Davila

Carrie Doehring &
George Magnuson

Dian Neu & Mary Hunt

Julia A. Doutaz

Ruth C. Duck

Dorothy E. Everhart
Pamela J. Estes

Lewis and Mary Lou Evans
Lee Carpenter

Julia A. Foster

Virginia Frye

Padmasani J. Gallup
Harold & Janet Garman
June C. Goudey

Linda L. Hanson

Yvette Hardie

Ruth Holgrabe

Lorraine Holcombe
Shirley S. Hoover

S. Clifton Ives

Kathryn J. Johnson
Merle R. Jordan

Clifford & Judith Josephson
Beverty Kaiser

Sarah Bryson Kalish
Barbara i Kauber

Judith Kerr

Flora Keshegian

Susan Keim Kester
Emmalou Kirchmeier
Judith Jenkins Kohatsu
Jill Kopeikin & Chris Wiborg
Mary T. Larson

Christina Laurie

John & Jo Lavely

Joan Wright Lindeman
Joanne Montgomery Link

AHSC Donors July 1, 1998 throu

Barbara E. Livingston
Elizabeth H. Lurie

Ann Mackenzie

Kerry Maloney

Sonya R. Marashlian
Leeda E. Marsh

Shelly Ann Matthews
Effie McClain

Martha McKown

Jane Allen Middleton
Max & Betty Miller
Virginia Ramey Mollenkott
Robert & Evelyn Moore
Susan & Jay Morrison
Susan M. Morrison
Nancy Elizabeth Morrison
Robert C. Neville

Lee R. Olson

Robin J. Olson

Tina Oteka

Carol Ann Parsons
Karen Peters

Jeanne Audrey Powers
Julie & Andrew Preston
Yolanda E. Pupo-Ortiz
Larry A. Purvis

Lynn N. Rhodes

C. Faith Richardson
Joyce J. Robinson
Susan Rosen

Jan Smith Rushicn
Marnette Saz

Elizabeth Schrader
Marilyn Seminerio

h June 30, 1999

Eric M Shank
Deborah E. Shipp
Myra V. Siegenthaler
Donella G. Siktberg
Winola Sinclair

Nelle G. Slater
William Okrafo Smart
Ruih Lynette Smith
Margaref L. Stowe
Jane 3. Suber
Elizabeth Foshey Suilenberger
Frances P. Swartz
Robert & Betty Sweet
Lois Taylor

Patricia J. Thompson
James & Mary Todd
Jean Trench

Betty A. Truitt
Michele Bartlow
Janet Wallace

Vivian Ruth Waliz
John & Carmen Ward
Deborah Klee
Gwendolyn R. White
Margaret S. Wiborg
Michael K & Mary Louise Willis
Vicki L. Woods

Yoo Cha Yi

about sisters from an upper-class

auditing,

when an international

From the Director
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Contlinued from p.1

Our work-study staff this year includes
an African-Caribbean-Amearican
woman from New York City and an
Anglo-American woman from
Arkansas. Our new Shaw Scholar is
from China.

The co-leaders of the Shaw Advisory
Board are an Anglo-American woman
from New England and a Puerto-Rican
woman. Women from a number of
different countries participated in our
Fall Women's Retreat. Qur time was
rich, as some of our siereotypes
shattered and we began to get to know
one another.

At our Advisory Board Retreat, we
continued to work on becoming more
open to change and more aware of the
diversity among us. in preparation for
the retreat we read How the Garcia
Girls Lost Their Accents, an enjoyable
and insightful novel by Julia Alvarez

family in the Dominican Republic and
their experience as immigrants to the
United States. Lai Fan Wong, our new
Shaw Scholar, shared her background
and study plans with us. On Saturday
morning we worked with the team fron
Visions who are helping us in our study
and planning. In our worship, our
leader shared from an article by Diana
Eck on pluralism. We learned that

““pluralism is not diversity alone, but the

energetic engagement of that
diversity... Pluralism will require not
just tolerance, but the active seeking of
understanding ... and that plurafism is
not simply relativism. It means holding
our differences, not in isclation, but in
relationship. The language of pluralism
is that of dialogue and encounter, give
and take.”

Because of the work we are doing, |
now intentionally sit down at lunch with
someone { do not know. | listen and
appreciate differently. | recall a
graceful exchange in the class | am

student realized that “match girls”
actually sold matches and not
themselves. I remember a
conversation on the dilemma of
hospitality when we realized that true-
hospitality is not only showering
strangers with our fanciest foods, but
also providing the rice and beans they
are used to for their digestive fract's
sake. We have so much to learn.

In a country that is increasingly diverse
and in a world where we live
increasingly in a global context, how
do each of us as individuals and as
members of various communities
embrace the possibilities open to us in
our diversity?

As we prepare for a new century, is it
possible that one of our resolutions for
this New Year might be to
“‘energetically engage” with the
diversity all around us — for our sake
and that of the world!
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South Africa, crosses, a pencil, a Bible,
rings, “the keeper,” a stuffed panda, dried
flowers, pictures representing loved
ones, and, one of my favorites, a fertility
statue. This statue was a crude image of
a woman painfully giving birth. Her
breasts were prominent and the head of
her child was frozen just outside the birth
canal — a reminder that with pain and

struggle comes creation, new life. The
owner of the statue told us that it had
been brocken many times, and that the
first time it broke, she cried. Then she
realized that the statue had additionai
symbolism in that although she had

broken it repeatedly, it had been

repeatedly mended.

The statue proved to be an especially
significant image to the women in the
room. By sharing our items of sacred
worth, we also brought our experiences
of sacred worth, which were linked by a
common theme — we must struggle to
bring new life to anything.

This deeply spiritual and religious theme
wove experiences and traditions
interconnecting my own understanding of
several traditions with the various
understandings of traditions offered by
the women who shared this experience
with me. In my own reflection, | thought
of the Indians cleansing, ritualizing, and
cremating together at the banks of the
Ganges River in Varanasi; | thought of
the death and resurrection that is at the
core of Christianity; | thought of the Sun
Dance of the Native Americans and the
gratitude they share for the life sacrificed
so that they might live. | thought of the
four colors of directions: red for the south
and the way of the red people. white for
the north, from where the snow comes;
yellow for the east, the sun and the

Sustainer of Life; and black for the
west where the sun must set in order
fo rise again. All were reminders of the
essential sacrifice and suffering that
evoke change and new life.

During my reflection time on Saturday,
while sitting on a partially shaded
picnic table writing in my journal, | had

Eating is a
very important
part of any
activity.  The
parficipants af
feft seem very
pleased  with
the meal.

Creafivity,  too,
played its part as
we molded clay
into  interesting
shapes. In  the
phoio  at  right,
women seulpt clay
and  falk about
possible uses for

their creations.

an intriguing experience. We were
agbout to mold clay. | stopped
journaling to watch Margaret bring out
a small stack of newspaper and clay in
a plastic bag. She was saying that she
gets very excited when she works with
clay — molding, shaping, creating. “You
have to get dirty to create,” she said.
“Clay is of the earth and so our
creations will come also of the earth,
but those creations will be expressed
exclusively by each one of us.”

The night before, | had spoken of my
curiously connected journey this
summer, from its start in India, to its
end at a powwow. Afterwards, another
participant had shared her experience
of a sweat lodge. She told me that the
air had gotten exceptionally thick,
making breathing difficult, The people
who accompanied her told her, "If you

need a breath, lower yourself to the
ground and there you will find breath

from the earth.” She found that she
could suck air from the earth. "It was

refreshing and amazing”, she reported.

Margaret continued to talk about the
clay, expressing her amazement at
what she had been able to form in the
past, and what had been expressed

- through pieces of earth. She shared

how molding clay had helped her,
therapeutically. As she spoke, we took
clay out of the plastic bag and set it on
the newspaper. As she continued to
share, | noticed that the section of the
paper on which she was molding clay
was printed the word, ‘INSIGHT’, in
bold capital letters. After | pointed that
out to her, she directed my aftention to
the side heading which read, “Hope
Springs Again: A Time of Celebration
for the Faithful.” The paper was dated

April 4, 1999 — the celebration of

Easter. it seemed most appropriate,
given our environment and my
understanding of the retreat.

| admit that the past couple of weeks
have been rather scary for this
entering seminarian, and | do not
expect relief from this strange new
feeling anytime soon. The women's
retreat allowed me to join in the depth
of experience, courage, and creative
spirituality of the wornen with whom |
shared this event and who continue to
surround me. Now, my hands are
coarse with the hardened clay.

| am thankful for this grounding; | am
grateful for this new life.

Page 7
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Lady from the med/ofTrmyh/wmw

Living

God has blessed me with many talents
and with a keen sense of responsibility
to make them yield many fruits.
“Become what you can bel” has been
my life’s principle. In this sense | don’i
feel that my childhood and youth were
wasted by investing them in the hard
discipline of music fraining. The call to
alleviate suffering urged me to choose
medicine as a career, and neurclogy
and psychiatry as my specializations,
which most resembled ministry. At that
time in my couniry women were not
trained for ministry. The logical choice
of study for me at that time was
medicine.

Since my childhood, Atbert Schweitzer
and my rminister father, Dr. Imre
Gellérd have heen my role models.
And an overwhelming sense of love for
God and for people has inspired my
decisions and actions of service for
others. Service is my true religion.
The core principle | have followed
when [ changed careers was always to
give the maximum of my capacity, o

optimize the way of service — the

“here | am Lord, send me!” principle,

{ grew up under communist
totalitarianism - as a member of an
oppressed and persecuted minority,
but | rejected the role of victim. Being
Transylvanian Hungarian in Romania
compares with being a Tibetan in
China. This realization and the
struggle to maintain our cultural-
religious identity has fundamentally
determined my life-tasks. To
demonstrate that excellence and fierce
determination can occasionally defy
political-social obstacles — even in
communism, even as an. openly
religious person, the daughter of a
martyred father — was my call. To
carry on my father's broken dream is
my life's task.

[ am reluctant to surrender fo
impossibility when a worthy cause is at
stake. Hardship and hard work have
never discouraged me; in fact |
typically chose a more difficult path
any time | modified the course of my
life. For me, this struggle itself holds as
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much meaning as reaching the goal.

| have always lived in a Christian and
ecumenical environment and spirit. My
mother and brother are Roman
Catholic and my grandparents were
Calvinist. After emigrating to Hungary
| joined the country’'s main Roman
Catholic cathedral cheir. For twenty
years this church was my spiritual
home. | can describe my religious life
as Unitarian and Catholic.

There was nothing quite as fulfilling as
being a physician — especially in
Eastern Europe. Medicine was for the
idealist as the most complex form of
service. | played my violin in
psychiatric wards at Christmas, and,
for six years, in a cancer research
neurclogy department. | stood at the
bedside of dying patients, praying with
them in their last hours. In a
communist country religious service for
the dying and the presence of clergy
would not have been welcomed.
Younger patients had no religious
background; but in their ultimate
existential crisis in a desolate,
inhumane hospital they needed
someone f0 hold their hands, looks
into their frightened eyes, and help
them die in God's peace.

While this was spiritually a highly

satisfying medical career, | was always .

longing for theological education. But
in my culture a medical profession was
thought to he lifelong.

| met my husband, Dr. George WM.
Williams, a Californian and professor
of Asian religions in 1987 during an
international congress at Stanford
University, married him in 1988, and
moved to Chico, California. With this
new empowerment, a new call arose:
to try to rescue and revitalize my
father's church and mine in my
homeland, devastated by communism.
As a full-time volunteer for ten years, |
have created the Unitarian Universalist
(UU) Partner Church Movement,
linking two times two hundred
churches in covenant relationship in
Transylvania and North America. |

DA. leu GMMM

have acquired a role of lay minister
with a mission. One aspect of my work
was guest preaching in UU churches
all over North America and Canada, |
have translated and published several
books on Unitarignism. The latest and
most important is my father's life
scholarship — A History of
Transylvanian Unitarianism  Through
Four Centuries of Sermons.

The Partner Church Movement has
revitalized the Transylvanian Unitarian
church morally and economically and
protected it politically. In the process,
North American participating
congregations have experienced an
unprecedented spiritual transformation
as a result of meaningful involvement
in partnership. | serve as founding
general secretary of the Partner
Church Council, which has been
recognized by UUA president Dr. John
Buehrens as “the largest and most
significant grassroots movement of the
century for Unitarian Universalists in
America ,which keeps the
denomination healthy.” In 1994 | was
awarded an honorary doctorate by
Starr King School for the Ministry in
Berkeley, California, and in 1999
received the distinguished service
award.

| view my ministry mostly in a global,
international context. | wish to build
bridges between traditions and to work
for religious understanding and
dialogue. ! see myself as a potentially
effective ambassador for human rights.

| consider it a great privilege and joy to
be a student at Boston University in
the MTS program. | have a new sense
of call in academia. | wish to deal with
my medical and musical background
responsibly and to integrate them with
theology. Writing is becoming my
voice, slowly replacing activism.

Everywhere | go, | try to share
anything [ learn with my people. The
calls are manifold. Sowing more seeds
is my goal.
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Written at
Women and The Word,
7999

Late afternoow iy just the
right white time to-dozge off
while some coloved persor
talks about white privilige
and power.

Not that we aren't
listening;of course.

After all; we decry racism
with owr Auid voice at
least severals
times o monthy

o Sunday usually,
when God, iy supposed to-be

M@VWWWWM

Invearly spring afternoon,
withv recovd-setting
wourmtihvand evotic bivds
singing their future
owtieesy outside the opew
windows of the
aditorinm, we ave not
quite ready, we whites,
to-hear God’y voice
so-powerfully clear fromv
AfricanAmericon vocal
chords.

So-we close our eyes to-provy
until the end.

Elizabeth Bettenhausen
19 March 1999

\aAAAAAAADL AL
® Anna Howard Shaw and @
"Susan B, Anthonyw

celebrated their birthdays

(February 14 and 15) °
together usually to benefit i
- women’ s sufferance In that @

@ Send names and donations ($10 €@

& for one card, $15 for two) to the §

@ Anna Howard Shaw Center, 745
Commonwealth Avenue,

@ Boston, MA 02215 by February ?

10, 2000.
A

¢
@@@@@@@@@@@@

I:m to Attend the
waornen and the word
Pre-Conference Sessior,

Wednesday Evening

From the Fall ‘99 Retreat —Fems of
sacred worth — a Bible, crosses,
crystals, a fertility statue and a
candle to symbolize the Light that
we all seek.

Announcing
The Sixteenth Annual

Women and the
Word

Preaching Event

Pinding Voice
Constructing T heology
Embodying Witness

Presentations by

Christie Cozad Nenger
Christine Smith
Rosetta Ross

March 30-31, 2000

For more information, contact
The Anna Howard Shaw Center
School of Theology
Boston University
745 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston, MA 02215
617/353-3075
shawctr@bu.edu
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SKMM» M has been very active

on the conference/seminar circuit, par-
ticipating in two gatherings in the Fall.

At the United Methodist Group called
“Shared Focus on Youth Ministry”,
Professor Burch falked about the work
she is doing with a young adult group
at United Parish and how that
endeavor supports her work and
teaching in religious education at
Boston University. The was part of a
group of representatives from thirteen
United Methodist Seminaries from
around the country, gathered at
Simpsonwood, GA. They described
what their seminaries were doing fo
promote youth ministry. Descriptions
of projects ranged from major
programs, such as those funded by the
Lily Endowment that are devoted to
training of youth for ministry to youth,
at Claremont School of Theology in
California and Emory University in
Atlanta, to coursework offered,
ordinarity under the rubric of religious

education, at smaller schools
throughout the country.
Following the initial presentations,

other attendees were asked questions,
presented concerns, and made
suggestions about the programs. The
discussions provided insight into the
national scope of the ministry to youth
in the UMC: the positive energy and
the thoughtfulness that are being put
into this area, the need for greater
numbers of staff people dedicated to
this form of ministry, and the lack of
intentional training readily available to
people who are already doing the
work. The gathering also heard from
youth ministers and learned of
programs in place in various regions of
the country.

Sharon reports that-it was a rewarding
interchange that left few of the
attendees unchanged by the conient
shared and the reflections that ensued.

She was equally enthusiastic about the
meeting of the Association of
Professors and Researchers of
Religious Education in Toronto,
Canada, where she presented a paper.
The theme for that meeling was:
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“Religious Particularity in a Pluralistic
Age.” It was anchored by a group of
Catholics and Jews who had been
meeting for six years to work - out
issues of particularism and pluralism
under the direction of Mary C. Boys of
the Union Theological seminary and
Sasa Lee, of the Hebrew Union
Theological School.

In addition to the plenary sessions
workshops offered participants the
chance to discuss works in progress.

About this meeting Sharon said: “Their
witness, comprehensive engagement
with the topic, and heartfelt
participation in the process provided a
spirited, cohesive, enriching
commentary on how such a dialogue
should take place. | was particularly
impressed because these scholars
brought their carefully wrought
attempts to think things through before
their peers, and then asked those
attending to lend their wisdom to the
guestions that were the most critical to
their arguments. 1t had been a long
time since | was in the company of
fellow educators, and watching how
my colleagues invited collaboration
and involvement with the topic at hand
was a pleasure!l”

By the time this appears, Sharon will
have presented a paper on the topic
“Identifying and . Describing a
Theology of Culture” for the religious
and Pop Culture Group of the
American Academy of Religion. In
this paper, she will considered
Tillich's call for a “theology of culture”
that provides the theological endeavor
with information that is on par with
Biblical studies, church history, and
systematic theology. Given the
importance of those three subjects,
she asked, “In what way could the
theology of culture possibly be
comparable?’ Her answer fo this
guestion concerns the hermeneutic
nature of all inquiry, the inability to
separate the sacred and the secular,
and the anthropological make-up of

humanity as capable of knowing the
transcendent, the sacred, and the holy.

After receiving a small grant from the
Wabash Center to hold a consultation
for persons interested in the integration
of psychology and religion/spirituality,

Corole  Bobs invited participants

representing three different groups:
liberal Protestant, Catholic, Jewish
groups,( who make their homes at
Boston University), Evangelical
Christians (eg, at Fuller), and
psychologists interested in religious
issues.to a meeting to fo get acquainted,
learn about one another's teaching
methods and presuppositions, and
consider some joint projects.

Even though they are all doing the
same basic work, the participatnts
belong to different professional groups,
publish in different journals, and read
different literature . As a result of this
meeting, the group has put together
two panels for annual meetings (the
American Association of Pastoral
Counseling and the American
Psychological Association) and are
planning gather again in the near
future to continue their efforts to bridge
the gaps and work on a common
endeavor.

Carole and her colleagues are very
excited about the possibilities!

A passionate speaker on the issues of
bioethics, Vensine Andresen had a

summer of "Bioethics and the
Church" activities. In early June, she
hosted the "Issues for the Millennium:
Cloning and Genetic Technologies *
conference here at BU and later that
month participated in the Bishop's
Consultation on Bioethics sponsored
by the Anglican Church at Washington
National Cathedral.

Later in the summer, she spoke on
bioethics at the ‘Pastors' Assembly’ of
the United Methodist Church in New
Hampshire.
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using films in teaching pastoral theology,
and showed the film Breaking the Waves
at the Saciety for Pastoral Theology in
Denver, Colorado, on June 20.

gave a paper on

She also attended two Wabash
consultations: one in Denver on June
15—16, on Pastoral Theology, and
one organized by the Danielsen
Institute at BU on Cape Cod in August
17, 18, 19, on the Integration of
Clinical Psychology and Religion.
(Refer to Carol Behn’s news on this,
abhove).

VA
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Dana Reofier? was installed as the

the Truman Collins Professor of World
Mission during a service in Marsh
Chapel on December 9, 1899. The first
woman in STH to be tenured (1920),
Professor Robert was awarded the
endowed chair during the Fall
semester. The chair derives from
money given in 1912 by a lumberman,
Truman Collins, who endowed the first
mission department in a Methodist
seminary. The Collins money paid for
mission professors during the 1920s,
but somehow faded out after that {lost
during the Depression?)

Dean Neville performed the installation
during the chapel service at which

Professor Robert also preached the
sermon.

Last summer Professor Robert gave a
response to a paper at a conference in
Oxford, England on Currents in World
Christianity. in June she gave the
address to the Fourth Histerical
Convocation of the United Methodist
Church. In June she preached for the
Louisiana Annual Conference.

In September Professor Robert
delivered the McClure Lectures in
Missions at Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary; and in November she was
guest professor at the E. Stanley
Jones School of Mission and
Evangelism at Asbury Theological
Seminary.

Here's How you can help carry on Anna's work..

The Anna Howard Shaw Center at Boston University School of Theology
seeks to support women in ministry through the center’s research, education,
support, and advocacy. If you would like to learn more about the Anna
Howard Shaw Center, please fill out this form and return it to the address
below. Thank you for supporting women in ministry!

Name: ' ' Telephone: (H) ( )

Address: {W) ( )
(NUMBEE. STREET, APT. )

I have attended a Shaw Center event. YES NO

(CITY, STATE, ZiP CODE)

Please send me information about the Anna Howard Shaw Center.

Please add me to the Shaw Center mailing list.

To help underwrite the Shaw Center’s operating costs, I am enclosing §
(PLEASE MAKE CHECK Of MONEY GRDER PAYABLE TO THE ANNA HOWARD SHAW CENTER)

Anna Howard Shaw Center
Boston University School of Theology
745 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston, MA 02215

Please return this form to:
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After heavy rain and gusty winds on the Friday night of the

Anna Howard Shaw
Center
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Fall Retreat, Saturday dawned clear, bright and warm. In the Photographs
: . - Sara Purdom, Nizzi Digan,
photo above, one of the women relaxes on the jetty, enjoying L
. . . MT Davila

the serenity, solitude and beauty of the environs.
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