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THE WORD IS IN USE

March 14 and 15th Boston Universi-.
ty School of. Theology hosted the "Women
and the Word" seminar sponsored by the
Anna Howard Shaw Center. The opportun-
ity to experience, name, and claim the
unique gifts of women's preaching was
enjoyed by over 130 clergy and lay wo-
men and men, students and faculty of
various denominations representing all
the northeastern states, North Carolina,
and Ohio. B .

The Rev. Rebecca Wilson Dolch from
the Western New York Conference of the -
UMC was the keynote preacher, preaching
on "Standing on the Promises.' Following
her sermon, she set the context for the
two day event speaking on the center,
nersonality, envivonment, and theology -
of women's preaching.

Workshops Thursday afternoon and
Friday morning began with 15 minute ser-
mons by 14 different preachers, fellowed
by small group discussion of the various
aspects of women's preaching. Other
highlights of the event included the
Thursday dinner which provided opportun-
ity for participants te talk informally,
the worship service Friday morning with
Inez James from the Maine Conferemce -
{IMC} preaching her "I"ve fot Your
Back" sermon, the Friday afterncon plen-
ary when the small grouns reported on
their "“naming and claiming," and the

closing communion service in which Anna -

Howard Shaw's own commmnion set given
to her by her congregation on the occa-
sion ef her ordination was used. The
corporate words of assurance provided
by individuals within the congregation
were symbolic of the mood of the entire
event. A sense of affirmation and
permission giving to ''preach like a wo-
man' was expressed by many of the part-
icipants. Sammie Maxwell-Pregeant, a
graduating M.Div. student, was thankful

-ing, and sensual/sexual imaging.

- man said,

‘o preacher and listener."

for '"Women and the Word" because it '"em-
powered me to be passionate, intimate,

and intense in the pulpit. In short, to
pull my life through the Word of 11fe.

To weave the humdrum of who I am with the’
Holy of Ged." The seminar was the third
time that Molly Radley, an Episcopal
priest who graduated from seminary in
1968, ‘had heard a woman preach. She left
Boston affirmed and excited.

The results of the plenary showed
women's preaching shares recurrent
themes of sorrow, promise, hope, vulner-
ability, relationship, mothering, nurtur-
The
sermons given were full of the stories
of women's lives--personal testimonies
to the feminine nature of God:. One wo-
"Women may speak more softly
or gently because our conterit is not ab-
stract ideas as muchk as personal stories
or exposure. This leads to an increased
intimacy both affirming and challenging
Another ob-
served that "women have fewer role mod-
els, therefore, styles must come more
from within--not from another man or
woman, but frem the place of divine love
within, ™

It was observed that women feel more
freedom in using mixed media as sermon,
For example, one might use song, drama,

- audio-visual aids, or dance as wavs of
communicating the Word.

Tapes and texts are being prepared
and will be available to interested per-
SOns through the Shaw Center. THANKS a
are given to the many preachers, facili-
tators, and participants who shared of
their time and love in this event., As
one participant noted, "Women in the
pulpit automatically offer a unique vis-
ion of God." We all left "Women and the
Word" rejoicing in this fresh, yital, and
long-awaited vision,




Fall 1985: Courses Taught by Women Facultv Members

Professor ; Course , Day/Time
Linda Ciark _ Hymnology _ F 9-12 a.m.
: Seminary Singers - TTh 1-2 p.m.
Worship and Music . Th  3:30-5 p.m.
{with Horace Allen)
Carole Bohn Life Span ' Th  3:30-6:30 n.m.
Nana Robert ' Modern Church in Third World TWTh 8-9 a.m..
e S : Perspective . ! ‘
~ Women in Mission TTh 11-12:15 a.m
Shirley Lund Greek Reading S TTh 3:30-5:00 p.m.
Kathe Darr Hebrew I - TWTh 3:30-4:20 p.m.
: . Hebrew I _ ¥ -11-12:00 a.m.
Post Exilic Judaism - TWTh 9-1i0 a.m:

Elizabeth Bettenhausen = .Christian Theological Ethics TWTh 9-10 a.m.
. ' Svstematic Theology TWTh 11-12 a.m.
{discussion: groun times vary)

Eileen Nickerson Seminay in Women's Issues TBA
(School of Education) Counselling Women¥** TBA

** This course and ""Action Oriented Theranies for Children, Adolescents,
and Adults" will also be offered in Summer Session I May2l-June28.
For more information contact the School of Education.

.- You are welcome to visit the School of Theology anytime . In addition
to visitors, the School of Theology welcomes Special Students each semester.
Special Students include persons interested in religious work but not a theo-
logical degree or persons interested in investigating the possibilities of a
theological degree. All Special Students are enrolled in courses for credit
unless they receive permission to audit courses and they must reapply each
semester before registration day to renew their Special Student status, The
cost for registration as a Special Student is $432 per semester (4 credits) or
$108 per credit. For further information contact The Rev. Earl R. Beane,
Director of Admissions, at 617/353-3036.

Persons 60 years of age or older are eligible to audit School of Theology
courses through the Evergreen Program at Boston University: cost per course is
$10.00. For further information regarding courses through the Evergreen Program,
please contact Rehecca Alssid, Nirector of Continuing Education, 118 Bay State
Road, Boston MA 02215, at 617/353 4128




AN AFRICAN EPIPHANY by
O Janvary 6, 1985, I boarded a
plane for Havere, Zimbzbwe on my way to
attend a meeting of the Inteynctional
Association for Mission Studies, a pro-
fessional organization for missiologists
and professors of mission. The Feast of
the Epiphany was on my mind--the image
of the wise men Iyom the east discovering
the baby Jesus. What would I, a female
pilgrim from the west, find in Africa?

Two davs later, I arvived dirty and
tired at the Harare airport. After a bhus
trip through the dark African countryside
I found the conference in progress at the
University of Zimbabwe., In Christian
fellowship, one hundred-seventy of us
from six continents gathered to explore
urgent issues in the church’:s mission.

We met for a werk at the university--a
beautifui, spraewling campus formerly
known as the University of Rhedesia.

The these of the conference was
"Christizn Mission and Human Transforma- .
tien." The Reverend Canaan Banzna, Pres-
ident of Zimvabwe and Methodist theolog-
isn  gave the keynote adaress. Since.
winning the revolution againsi the white-
controlied Fhodesiazn government, Banana
explained, Zimbalwe has aitenmpted o com-
bine f'scienific sociallism” with Christ-
janity. This Afvican brand of sozlalism

Soviel commi-
besad uvpon tradic
gnu EOS~
it Banana set the
& by reproaching

nism, Rather, ;
ticnal, coms
nel ethics, Fi
tone of the soafersn

the “hristian church ond its missions
for failing to side with pecple during
their iiberation siruggies.

Aprutheid d Lt ezris and
minds of the cont participants,
The conferenve lo eutside of South
Africe permitted bl white, anc cOi-
curaed® Sputh Adric wiars to meet in
relative freedom & -lice informers.
Tn private conversation with blacks and
snti-apairtheid Afrikeners, I learpsd of
the daily pain of being o Christizn in

a2 racist state. Fven the smallest acts
of Christian charity, such as greeting
an acquaintance of another color or vis-
iting # persen in prisomn, are consider-
ed acts of zubvorsion by the South Af-

Dr. Dana L. Robert, As=st. Professor of Mission

rican government. Several American con-
ferees visited the black homelands in
South Africa as part of & conference "ex-
posure experience.” They reported their.
shock =t seeing the barren and brutal con-
ditions under which blacks must live im
the 1end of their birth. During the last
day of the conference, we passed a resolu-
gion condemning apartheid. The passage of
such resolutions at a conference attended
by Afrikaners indicated that white South
Africans of conscience rvealize that apart-,
heid is 2 sin that must be eradicated

immediately.

The lack of women at the conference
was annoying. Although women have consti-
suted the majority of *he American mission
forces since the 1890°s, the number of
female professors of mission can be count-
#3 on one hand. Without the Maryknoll
sistars, there would be virtually no fe-
male missiolegists today. vnfortunately,
the conference did not address the issue
that though as much as 80% of the African
church is compesed of women, only one
African woman attended the conference.

The most startling effect the confer-
ence had on my work was the graphic evi-
dence that the numerical and spiritual
nower of the church has shifted to the
“hird World. By the year 2000, the con-
rinent with the largest number of Christ-
jans will be South America. With over
three hundred million Christisns, Africa
%ill iead North America im Christian mem-
bership. Some of the delegates from Sri
tanka, Indiz, and Zimbabwe were the finest
Christians I have met, I left the confer-
ence coavinced that Americans must "inter-
naticnalize™ theological education.or
stand to be left in an academic ghetto as
other perts o the world take the lead in
theoslogy and spirituality. ;

Like the wise men who had seen the
Shrist child, I left reluctantly. After
only 2 week in Zimbzbwe, I felt more at
home than I do st times in Boston. I turhe
down an invitation to go elephant-hunting
and tiger-Tishing on the Zambezi River
to gst back for spring term at STH. But
the vision I experienced of Christian
unity. across racial and political barriers
was for me an epiphany. Christ had come
down to Africe. Now I smmust spread the Good
Haws.




The Fourth Estate A History of Women in the
Middle Ages. Shulamith Shahar. Methuen,
1983, Book Review by Peggy Huff

In her foreword, Shulamith Shahar
discusses its genesis, which led her "...to
take up the cowparison between the general
image ¢f women both in medieval theology,
in the texts dealing with the structure of
society, and in literature, and her actual
position in medieval sgc1ety,“ Thus she
ngses the records of secular and ecclesial
courts, secular legal codes, canon law, the
didactic writings of theologians and laity,
formal literature and folk tales, and
business records of manors, guilds and
towns to glean the place of women in the
High and Late Middle Ages. Her narrative
style results in a very readable book which
igs both informing and entertaining.

Shahar recognizes that the role of
women very much depended upon which class
they were in, as well as whether they were
married or single, nun or laity. She
starts her investigation with a general
statement of the public and legal rights
which pertained to all women, regardless of
e¢lass or marital status. Her study reveals
that both in terms of public rights and
legal rights, women's rights were
restricted in comparison to men's. The
exact nature of and justifications for scme
~f the restrictions are surprizing.
Neclless to say, the duties, particularly
those of paying taxes, fell on women with
complete equality.

Chapters three and four deal with nuns
and married women, respectively: these two
states also include representatives from
the various social classes. Very few nuns
came from the peasant class, lacking the
meager education required, as well as the
money for a dowry. The theclogical
positions regarding women are stated in the
chapter cn nuns, as well as the emerging
position of the Virgin Mary as the feminine
eiement of the divimity. OShahar deals with
women in the heretical sects and with
witches in the final chapter, so only
briefly mentions women in heterodox sects
in this chapter, primarily the Beguines.
The chapter on married women discusses both
secular and ecclesial regulations of
marriage and the rights of wives. The
various attitudes toward children and
reproduction are coversd here.

L4

“toward women,

Chapters five, six and seven deal with
women in the nobility, the towns and the
peasantry. Shahar traces the roles of
these three classes of women as members of
the secular societal structure, as wives
and mothers, and as under the authority of
the church, The picture which emerges is
of a marginalized group whose civil rights
depend on the economic needs of the society
as & whole, Women's ecclesial rights, or,
rather, lack thereof, were consistent, not
responding to éxternal pressures.
Townswomen seem to have been in a position
to exercise the most centrol over their own
lives, particularly those who belonged to
guilds, However, the roles of male and
female peasants were more nearly inclusive;
except that women were paid less than men.
And, despite the fact that they began to do
phy31cal labor at a very early age, the
children of peasants seem teo have been the

most loved, in the sense that we thlnk of
parental love in 1985,

The final chapter discusses the
theoogical positions of women in the
Waldenses and the Cathars, as well as the
persecution of witches toward the end of
the fifteenth century. Neither theological
position improved the status of women, but
their position in the two sects was more

‘nearly equal than in the orthodox church.

Shahar suggests that the reason for this
was the necessity for the sects te include
women moye completely for the security this
provided for all members against the
persecution of orthodoxy. The discussion
of witches is included as representing the
culmination of ideas about women which had
been developing throughout the Middle Ages,
particularly in theological writings.

Shahar's conclusions are that women
did, in fact, constitute a separate class
in the Middle Ages, this class being
defined primarily by two contradictery
attitudes in the church, While the
attitude represented in the church by the
devotion to Mary was echoed in the courtly
romances and some other aspects of secular
society, the prevalent theological attitude
based on the second in order
of creation and the Original Sin arguments,
was the primary determiner of the status of
women during the perlod

Shulamith Shahar's book presents a’
thorough discussion of the various roles of
women in the Middle Ages in an accessible




fashion. She guotes statistics but also
recounts anecdotes which illustrate those
statistics. She develops the general state
of women and acknowledges the exceptions.
She has reclaimed some of the history of
our foremothers and has uncovered the roots
and/or age of some of our contemporary
attitudes toward women and women's roles,
While some of her material substantiated
ideas I'already had, other evidence she
produced was surprizing. I find it helpful
to discover when notions which, in our
recent histery, have been considered
"natural" actually emerged, particularly. .
when those attitudes reflect the usurpation
of agency which had been previously
exercised by women. Therefore, I recommend
thls ‘bock to those of you who are

* ? *= +ha history of women, the
nistory of particular ideas about women,
and the refutation of some of the current
ideaﬁ about what "has always been this

way.
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s1i1L CALLED TO GROW by Diane Rew

These words appear on the Inmvitation
to Membership Pamphlet of United Method-
ist Women'and they call to attention the
journey of faith. These calling words re-
mind us that the journey is one of direc-
tion toward growth and new life. The
zeesmteation of United Methodist Women
fizs a rich history of women committed to
ninistry; in particular, to ministry
with women and children. Their strong
committment to mission and social jus-
tice, intellicctual and spiritual growth
k~e T3 and continues to lead this
community of women (the world's largest
women's organization!) in various act-
ivities and programs.

Zcress the country, again this
suumer, UMW wiil be sponsoring Schools
»f Christian Mission. For those to
whom UMW is new or unfamiliar the school
is a wonderful opportunity to become
* .o _z-acquainted with program
rrsources and activities of the organ-
' zation zs well as to share in fellowship

4ith other dedicated women and men.

T atau

¥

In most conferences a weekend and a
weekday school is offered, in many
cases child care is provided, and in
every case women and men of all ages
are welcome., The studies for this year
are "The Native Peoples of North Amer-
ica," "Caring for God’'s Earth," and ‘a
sfudy of - the book of Daniel.

The Scheol of Christian Mission
provides an excellent opportunity for
intellectual and spirituai growth in
community. So this summer, plan to-
attend a school and ‘join hundreds of
other women in answering the call tg
grow. :

Information on particular
conference schools can be obtained
from any UMW officer or from the Con-
ference Office, Southern New EnglandE
SCM will be held at Westfield State:
University: weekend - July 19-21 and
weekday - Juiy 22-26. .

i

{Diane Rew is a second year M.Div.
student at STH and is interning with
the Southern New England Confer*nce
United Method1st Women )
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PARTICIPANT 'S. COMMENTS ON WOMEN AND
THE WORD ADDRESSING THE QUESTION:

"What was helpful about this seminag?"

_ "This has freed me to develop my own
unique style of preaching.”

"Got to hear Inez James preachl".

"Being with other women in m1ntst“y
in worship and informally."

“As a man, to experience being 1n
a minority.’ ;

“The atmosphere was very warm." ° _

"Being with other women, not feellng
unusual.”

"Rebecca Dolch spoke truth to ny.
center.”

“A wide variety of women part1c1pa;ed-
both preachers and listeners/participents
theologically, vocationally, geoaraph-
ically.” ,

"Boosted my self-esteem.'

"Hearing different women preach from
different religous traditions."




UPCOMING EVENTS
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THE SHAW CENTER PHONATHON

Women students), faculty, and staff will
be calling all women BUSTH alumnae
on April 8 and S from 6-9 p.m. EST. We

will be askiwg for gifts to be designat-

ed to the ongoing program of the Anna -
Howard Shaw Center and will be happy
to answer any questions yqu may have
vxgarding 1ife at the Alma Mater. We.
look forward to talking with you!

* ke ok

AMGER WORKSHOP

A workshop on "Déaling with Anger"
will be held at BUSTH in April. This

me eyvening seminar, Iead by Dr. Eileen
NICKuTbOP from the BU School of Education
will be limited to twenty women and

will take place April 23, at 6:30 p.m, For

information contact the AHSC at {617}
353-3075,

Can you help us Fxn& inxsa ”nmss;ng
alums? We wouid like to put them on ou* :
maiiing list, Thanks,

Ms. Kim Manning . ... STH '82
Ms, Pei-Chang Liu . . 8TH 42
Mrs, Milton Marson . GRS 53
Ms. Lilliian MacAxrthur . BRE 44
Rev. Patricia Bunce = §TE 75 .
Beatrice A. Maclean = - 8TH '62
Ms. Sylvia J,. Burden - GRs 130
Rev. Phyilis Magnus STH 166
Ms, Kathleen Allen STH V78
Ms. Patrica Nickless STH 81
Ms. April E, M. Evans . STH 82
Dr. Martha D, Niss ' ST 69
Jean P. Foster . 3TR "78
Ms. Christin Kobinson STH '8¢
Rev. Cecelia Gerhardy STH 174
Ms. Yolanda Schofield (%xoreqtlno} STH'6E
Mrs, David Hapblin . 5TH 48
Ms. Jean Gossett {Foster) STH '51
Ms., Mildred F. Kirwin STH '57
Ms., Betty J. Gray STH ‘o6
Rev. Gertruida Klijn ST '67
Ms. Catherine Greelief STH '74

Ms. Jane Lansberry STE'64 ,GRS'71




