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The Anna Howard Shaw Center spon-
soted the eighteenth annual Women and
the Word preaching event March 13-14,
2002. The theme was “The Dance of
Margins and Centers, Moving Toward
Wholeness in God.”

Presenters ar the event were Funjoo

Mary Kim, Assistant Professor of Homi-

letics ar Tliff School of Theology in
Denver, Colorado; Joretta L. Marshall,
Academic Dean and Professor of Pastoral
Theology and Care at Eden Theological
Serninary in Saint Louis, Missouti; and
N. Lynne Westfield, Assistant Professor of
Religious Education at Drew University
in Madison, New Jetsey.

The conference convened on Wed-
nesday afternoon in Boston University's
spacious Phoronics Center. After the
opening prayers and welcomes, the three
presenters discussed their different theo-
logical frameworks, which provided
helpful context during the conference.
Homiletician Eunjoo Kim, who is cur-
rently writing a book on the topic of
margins and centers, explained the tradi-

tional view of a circle with one center
as inadequate to describe the experience
of people from various minorities and
marginalities. Instead, she proposed a
theological model in which we envision
many interweaving and overlapping cir-
cles, radiating influence and sharing new
centers and margins.

Joretea Marshall described herself as
a pastoral theologian, interested in the
experience of people in church leadership
and congregations. Her work on forgive-
ness is influenced by liberation theology,
feminist theology, and GLBT (gay, les-
bian, bisexual, and transgender) theology.
Joretta asked the participants to envision
different scenarios involving parishioners

‘and discuss how the words and actions

in a pastor’s office would influence the
church as a whole.

Lynne Westfield discussed her experi-
ence as 2 Womanist practical theologian
and educator, coming from a tradition
of strong, resilient women. Working in
a classroom serting with conservative

continued on page 2

Three powerful women, The Reverend Dr. Joretta L. Marshall, The Reverend Dr. N. Lynne Westfield,
and The Reverend Dr. Eunjoo Mary Kim, led the Women and the Word Conference,

FROM THE DIRECTOR
Margaret S. Wiborg

A few weeks ago, a young woman from
the College of Communication came to
interview me for the alumnae/ni publica-
tion because I am retiring, I have been
thinking a lot about one of the questions
she asked me. Was there a particular
something thar I recall over the last eight-
een years that was especially significant?
Eighteen years? One thing? I bombarded
her with memeory after memory of signifi-
cant events at the Shaw Center during
my time here.

One of my first special memories is
of the first fall women'’s retreat in 1984,
We were at a camp and the meeting area

-was only partially enclosed. On that rainy

fall morning, we took turns sitting near
the fireplace and spun a web of yarn
while weaving memories of the women
who had been most significant in our
lives. The community of which I was
to be a part for the next eighteen years
began our life together. :

1 remember the final plenary session
of the fiest Women and the Word event
March 14-15, 1985. Held because clergy-
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students, Lynne had asked her students to
share their biographies, bue they wanted
to hear from her first. She struggled with
how vulnerable and honest she should be
in a classroom and decided to share her
biography against the advice of her col-
leagues. Lynne described her feeling that
communities must be honest and not
sterile, and related this to her work with

other small faith comrnunities she studies. .

Afrer dinner, the conference continued

with a presentation by Eunjoo Kim, who
furcher described her re-imagining of

The Reverend Dr. Eunjoo Kim delivers ber sermon,
“Conld We Sing the Lords Song?” during Thursdays
worship service.

margins and centers. She compared the
experience of Asian women preachers to
that of Jesus’ early followers at Pentecost.
In Eunjoo’s study of Asian wormen

- preachers in Korea and Japan, she found

that they live and work in a more patriar-
chal society than women in other parts of
the world. Because the prospect of min-
istry is so difficult for these marginalized
women, Eunjoo found that Asian women
only enter ministry if they feel very
strongly called and empowered by the
Holy Spirit. In the same way, the carly
followers of Jesus were marginalized by
the Roman culture, and would not have
been able to preach the Gospel had they
not been empowered by the Spirit. Eunjoo

therefore presented the Holy Spirit as the

transforming force that moves people
10, create a new margin, “a tangent line
where a new world begins.” In this way,

the power of God’s spirit drives the dance

of margins and centers.

Thursday morning began with prayer
and a powerful presentation by Joretta
Marshall on forgiveness. Joretta defined
forgiveness as “a subversive and relational
process that occurs as persons, families, or
communities move away from the over-
whelming power of a hure in their lives
toward reconciliation and liberation.” She
went on to emphasize the importance of
this process, reiterating thas the goal of
forgiveness is not for-
giveness in itself,
but to work through
the process until one
is freed to participate
In ongoing activities
of liberation and jus-
tice. The process of
forgiveness requires
that someone name
the injustice and the
parties involved admit
their responsibility in

Wesley Theological Seminary student Sava Ewing
beautifilly interprets "By the Rivers of Babylon™ in
Liturgical Dance, :

that injustice. Then, with an honest desire
to change, those involved move toward
a new relationship that embraces differ-
ences. This dance of reaction, responsibil;
ity; and gradual reconciliation is a process
that cannot be rushed.

After a worship service in Marsh

Chapel on Thursday afterncon, the par-

ticipants broke into three groups and
each section heard two different sermons

on the same text, the Syro-Phoenician
woman from Mark 7:25. One student
attendee summed up the Preaching work-
shops by saying, “It was amazing to hear
how two people could use the same text
and preach completely different ser-
mons.” The semons all vatied in style
and content. Catholic laywoman and
preacher Greer Gorden delivered a
standard three-point sermon, whereas
Episcopalian minister Rev. Jane Gould
retold the story as if she were the Syro-
Phoenician woman. In another section,
United Methodist pastor Rev. Yoo-Yun
Cho-Chang recalled from her childhood
in Korea that the women had to wait

to eat until the men were finished, and
Catholic chaplain Jacqueline Landry
related her experience at a mission where
she was honored to get down on her
knees and consume the crumbs of the
fallen host. In the third section, Rev.
Dr. Aida Irizarry-Ferndndez {District
Superintendent, Boston Metro North,
UMC) used Denzel Washington’s per-
formance in The Flurricane as a starting
place to preach about justice, while
United Church of Christ minister Rev.
Martha Simmons led her listeners
through the process of writing a sermon,

providing insights and tips for preachers.

Hearing these different sermons validated
for preachers, future preachers, and lairy
the freedom and value of preaching in
many different styles to convey the mes-
sage. For many students as well, the expe-
rience highlighted the lessons learned in
class in an exciting and tangible way.

The conference wound to a close
with Lynne Westfield’s presentation on
resilience through hospirality, which
drove home the importance of small
communities of faith. Lynne described
“Dear Sisters,” a literary club she started
for her research, which still meets regu-
larly. Her often-humorous depiction of
the group made it very clear how impor-
tant this community was to the women
involved, and how they gained an oppor-
tunity to strengthen themselves when
they opened their homes and their hearts
to each other in friendship. While the
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group’s discussion often strayed from
topic to topic, it was clear that the main
focus was to have a place for women to
gather in their own space and let out their
true personalities. Lynne stressed that
such hospitality was essential to these
women, one of the five practices of
resilience she found among the women
she studied. The discussion among the
conference participants then turned wo
the church and the lack of true faith
communities in many contemporary
congregations. Many mourned the Joss
of such groups, while some imagined
ways to build faith communities or lifted
up examples of tight-knit communities

" in their churches.

The conference concluded with a ser-
vice of Word and ‘Table, and the women
reluctantly left the event, grateful for the
experiences they had shared there. The
resources, books, vestments, artwork,
preachers, presenters, and attendees
at this year’s Women and the Word all
combined to make it a truly memor-
able event.

Also present at the Women and the
Word event were one hundred stoles from
the Shower of Stoles Project. These were .

‘a selection from the many hundreds of

stoles given by or in honor and memory
of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgen-

 dered people in the ecumenical commu-

nity of North America. Of note were
four stoles that were given by or in honor
and memory of graduates of Boston
University School of Theology. All of the
individuals represented in the Shower of
Stoles Project have been or are now active
leaders in their faith communities, barred
from serving in these faith communities
because of their sexual orientation. The
stoles, which have been collected since
1995, serve as a witness to these faithful
people from more than a dozen denomi-
nations who have been forced o choose
between serving in silence or losing their

 livelihood and giving up their calling. For

mare information on this moving display,
please visit the Shower of Stoles website at
wiww.showergfsioles.com.

With such a successful conference
completed, the Women and the Word
planning committee is already looking

ahead to next year’s event. The nineteenth
annuzl Women and the Word Conference
will take place Wednesday, March 26,
through Friday, March 28, 2003.
Leadership will include The Reverend

Dr. Barbara Kay Lundblad, Associate

These beautiful stoles were given to the Shower of
Stoles Project by or in honor and memory of Boston
University School of Theology graduates.

Professor of Preaching at Union Theo-
fogical Seminary, and Dr. Janet R. Walton,
Professor of Worship, also at Union Theo-

- logical Seminary. Already, Women and

the Word 2003 has the promise of a

great event! 4

If you missed the conference, or if you
wonrld like 4 way to remember the words
spoken there, please fill out and return the
order form on page 7 of this newsletter.




CLERGYWOMEN’S CONSULTATION

Laurel Scott, Henvietta Leblobonolo Montjane,

and Nizzi Santos Digan, contributors

The 2002 International United Methodist
Clergywomen’s Consultation, sponsbred
by the General Board of Higher Edu-
cation and Ministry, was held January
7-11, 2002, in San Diego, California.
The theme woven through the worship
services and sessions was “Creating

a Women's Sabbath.” Throughout the
week, participants attended workshiops
focusing on writing, painting, music,
movement, relaxation, and more,

‘The Anna Howard Shaw Center
sponsored five Boston University School
of Theology women at the Consultation.
Three of these women, Nizzi Santos
Digan, Laure! Scott, and Henrietta
Lehlohonole Montjane, spoke afterward
about the rich experiences they had at
the event.

A Glorious Experience

Laurel Scott says that she came

home from the 2002 United Methodist
Clergywomen’s Consultation a changed
petson, Having only recently completed
three years in seminary and being in a
new appointment for only five months,
she needed the jolt that the preachers gave
in their sermons on Sabbath-keeping. She
returned to Boston determined to keep
Sabbath and instituted her Sabbath that
very week. Laurel found that the benefits
were immediately apparent. The days fol-
lowing her Sabbath are far more produc-
tive, and she consistenty looks forward
to her next Sabbath.

Dr. Lydia Jackson-Water’s story of
health-related problems that resulted from
too many demands made Laurel sit up
and listen. She decided then and there
that she did not want to suffer negative
effects on her health resulting from a
schedule that leaves no room for rest,
refreshment, and renewal. Being the best
pastor she can be means, as Bishop Linda
Lee said, setting the right example for the
congregation she serves—taking Sabbath -
so that God can renew, refresh, and equip

her, and keeping the Sabbath holy to the

Lord so thar she can be kept whole to
answet her cafling. Laurel finds that she
is not alone in this, because—as The
Reverend Minerva Carcafio reminded
her—God is always there waiting to give
us all new strength, new courage, and
new energy.

Additionally, Laurel came home with
a determination to live into the authen-
ticity of her Christian and Wesleyan her-
itage. One example she cited is praying
in public. In deference to the culture, we
often decline even 1o say a short grace
while eating in a restaurant, or to pray at
times other than those designated in the
order of worship. Laurel believes it is

irmportant for congregations to see pastors

praying and for pastors to encourage
those with whom they minister to pray
not just the prayers that are written, but
also 1o pray from the heart—to cry out
to God, since the heart-prayers are those
thar are heard and answered.

Seeing the Worldwide Church

When Henrietea Lehlohonolo Montjane
returned from the conference, she des-
cribed herself as “drunk in the spirit,”
celebrating her experience with the ap-
proximately 1,200 United Methodist
clergywomen from all over the world.”
Henrietta said the best part of the Con-
sultarion was the cultural diversity of the
participants and presenters, which was
carried through to many of the work-
shops and worship services. Artendees
participated in worship services that
reflected African, African American,
Native American, Korean, and Taizé
traditions. :

Henrietta now applies the Sabbath to
her vocation. She believes that instituting
Sabbath is an important issue, especially
for women clergy, because we tend to feel
guilty when we aren’t working, We focus
so much on taking care of others that we
often neglect our own needs for spiritual
rest and renewal. Despite the new insights
she gained from the planned events,

Henrietta insisted that the true highlight

of her experience at the Consultation was

spending time together with other United
Methodist clergywomen. She enjoyed
bonding with roommate Nizzi Santos
Dtgan, and was also thrilled to spend
time with Boston University alumnae and
seminarians from other schools. The gath-
ering enforced a global understanding.
of the United Methodist Church, and
Henrierta was honored to meet some
other African clergywomen.

Since the Consultation, Henrietra has
applied the Sabbath in her life, and has
gained confidence in her preaching and in
her role as a student and pastor. She said
that the conference demonstrated how
her ministry fits into the larger picture of
the worldwide United Methodist Church,
and has given her new insight as o how
she might move forward in her vocation.

Empowered to Spread the
Good News

Nizzi Santos Digan was inspired by
the various ways that the bishops and
ordained pastors each incorporated their
traditions and experiences into their
heart-felr preaching, She reiterated how
important it was that each day of the
Consultadon started and ended with wot-
ship in various styles. Nizzi especially
enjoyed the baptism renewal service and
the following demonstration staged by
anonymous homosexual clergywomen
who covered themselves in black from
head to toe and held signs to claim their
baptismal rights. Nizzi found this state-
ment an important reminder of the con-
stant changes and dialogues within the .
United Methodist Church, and a vision
of hope for continued discussions.

Nizzi greatly appreciated the oppor-
tunities at the conference for free time,
which reinforced the commitment to tak-
ing time for one’s self. These moments
also allowed for informal fellowship,
and she was thrilled to join the Boston
University luncheon and to meet with

~ the other clergywomen from the New
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what is ahead for the Anna Howard
Shaw Center. ¢

Clergywomen's Consultation
contznued from page 4

England Conference and speak infor-
mally with Bishop Susan Hassinger until
late into the night.

Perhaps the most exciting event for
Nizzi was the opportunity to meet six

Filipino United Methodist clergywomen.

Throughout her life in the Philippines
and the past eight years in the Boston

area, Nizzi never had the opportunity o
meet a Filipino clergywoman. Ar the
Consuleation, she found herself with six
other Filipino clergywomen, who invit-
ed her 1o attend and support the first
Filipino clergywomen’s conference in
October 2003.

Upon returning from the Consulta-
tion, Nizzi had several occasions to
preach, and found that her experiences in

San Diego made the task easier, empower-
ing her to share her message and her cul-
ture in her own unique way. She sees that
her challenge now is o0 go on and spread
the “good news” of how God touched her
at the Consultation, and encourage other
women to attend the next Consultation
and experience this incredible evenr.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR LEISURE TIME

From the leadesship at Women and
the Word 2002:

Preaching the Presence of God: A Homileric
From an Asian American Perspective, Eunjoo

Mary Kim (Judson Press, 1999).

Counseling Leshian Partners, Joretta
L. Marshall (Westminster John Knox
Press, 1997).

Dear Sisters: A Womanist Practice of
Hospitaliy N. Lynne Westfield (Pilgrim
Press, 2001).

Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge,
Consciousness and the Politics of Empower-
ment, Patricia Hill Collins {Routledge,
Chepman, and Hall, 1990).

Teaching to Transgress: Education as the
Practice of Freedom, Bell Hooks
{Routledge, Chapman, and Hall, 1994).
Reaching Ouz: The Three Movements of the
Spiritual Life, Henri Nouwen (Doubleday,
1975, reissued 19806).

0 Know as We are Known, Parker Palmer
(HarperCollins, 1993).

Jensine Andrésen recommends “A.

remarkable book™

Wholeness and the Implicate Order, David
Bohm (Routledge, 1996).

From Dana Robert: “Some of the

papers included in the book are from a
seminar series 1 had here at BUSTH.”

Gospel Bearers, Gender Barviers: Missionary
Whomen in the Twentieth Century, Dana
Robert, ed. (Orbis, May 2002).

From Debbie Luchenbill:

“Manifesta: Young Women, Feminism, and the
Euture, Jennifer Baumgardner and Amy

Richards (Farrar Straus & Giroux, 2000).

Celebrating Her: Feminist Ritnalizing Comes
aof Age; Wendy Hunter Roberts (Pilgrim
Press, 1998).

Ritualizing Women: Patterns of Spirituality,
Lesley A. Northrup (Pilgrim Press, 1997).

Archangel, Sharon Shinn (Ace Books,
1997), fiction.

The Mists of Avalon, Marion Zimmer
Bradley (Del Ray, 1982), fiction.

From Carrie Doehring:

I the Bedroom directed by Todd Field;
written by Rob Festinger and Mr. Field,
based on a story by Andre Dubus. Film
released by Miramax.

“Inn the Bedroom powerfully portrays the
grief two parents share when their
twenty-one-year-old son is shot because

he intervenes between his girlfriend and
her estranged and violent husband. The
film portrays the challenge of offering any
sort of consolation or hope to parents
expetiencing outrage toward their son’s
murderer and a legal system that can be
manipulated because of the murderer’s
wealth and social position.”

The Tentmaker, Michelle Blake. (G.P
Putnam’s Sons, 1999), murder mystery.

“This murder mystery feacures Lily
Connor, an Episcopalian priest, graduate
of Episcopal Divinity School, Boston, and
newly appointed interim priest ata
church chat bears strong geographical
similarities to the Church of the Advent
on Beacon Hill. She’s determined to find
out why this congregation is so secretive
about their former priest’s death. Connor
finds herself immersed in a multi-layered
web of violence and addiction, and her
strategies for seeking justice include reli-
glous rites and good old pastoral care.” @

THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS
FROM THE STH WOMEN

Dr. Dana Robert delivered several
lectures early this year. On January

23, 2002, she was honored to give the
Scherer Lecture at the Lutheran School
of Theology in Chicago, and o preach
in the ecumenical service of Christian

unity for Lutheran and McCormick

Seminaries. On January 24, she gave the -

Van Dyke Mission Lectures ar Calvin
Theological Seminary in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. She continued her travels into
February, attending a meeting at the
World Council of Churches in Geneva
to plan research on women and mission

for the WCC.

Dr. Carrie Doehring sends word of
two recent publications. She authored
“Issues in pastoral care and counseling,”
published in Quarterly Review 21 (Fall
2001): pp. 322-327; and “Teaching pas-
toral theology as part of the M.Div. cur-
ricolum,” in Journal of Pastoral Theology
10 (June 2000): pp. 32-36. @

CORRECTION

In che Fall issue of The Anna Howard Shaw Center
Newsletter, I mentioned the recent publication How
We Seek God Together: Exploring Worship Style. Tt has
come to my attention that I misspelled the name of
Mark Stamm, who co-authored the bock with
Linda Clark and Joanne Swensen. I would like to
extend an apology to Dr. Stamm for this error.
Rebecea Clark, Editor
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ANNA HOWARD SHAW CENTER T-SHIRT ORDER FORM

Name

! Telephone Number

Address

Street

City State : Zip Code

Please mail me
the following items: Quantity Sizes (Sm, M, L, XE) | Unit Cost Total

TShirts (§10)

T-Shirts
(Long sleeve) ($15}

Sweatshirts ($30)

Shipping/Handling
($4 for up to three items)

Total Amount of Order

Amount Enclosed

W O M E N Discover or rediscover the lectures, discussions, and sermons from the 2002 Women and the Word
Conference: “The Dance of Margins and Centers.” One $20 set of tapes includes the four plenary

A N D T H E " sessions and the two sermons. Order yours today!

Please send me a copy of the W& W tapes! Detach and mail this form with a $20

W O R D check payable to the Anna Howard Shaw

Certer to:
AUDIO Name -
The Anna Howard Shaw Center
e Boston University School of Theology
T A P E S 745 Commonwealth Avenue
Cicy . State Zip Boston, MA 02213

I'M MOVING!

If you would like the Shaw Center to update your personal Additional Comments:
information, change or correct an address, or add/remove an
address, please complete and return this forn.

D New/Corrtect I:] Add this D Remove this
Address Address Address

Detach and mail this form to:
Name The Anna Howard Shaw Center
Boston University School of Theology
745 Commonwealth Avenue '
Cicy State Zip Boston, MA 02215

Address
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