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The Anna Howard Shaw Center Honors

Rev.Yolanda Pupo-Ortiz

Zina Jacque, Lanrel Scoit, Marie Tulin, contributors

Rev. Yolanda Pupo-Ortiz receives the Shaw Award

On November 1, members of the
Hispanic Church community, Methodist
representatives, Boston University School
of Theology community members, and
friends of the Shaw Center gathered
together to honor the Reverend Yolanda
Pupo-Oirtiz as the fifth recipient of the
Anna Howard Shaw Award. The award,
established in 1990, is given in recogni-
tion of one who embodies “those values
expressed in the life of Anna Howard
Shaw: courage born out of Christian
faith, dedication to increased opportuni-
ties for women, devotion to social justice,

Anna Howard Shaw Award winner Rev. Yolanda
Pupo-Ortiz gractously accepts ber award on bebalf of
the legacy of strong women who have gone before.

persistence in difficalt circumstances,
setvice for the common good, and a
vision of a better world.”

Yolanda Pupo-Ortiz was born in Cuba
and completed most of her formal educa-
tion there. She holds a bachelor’s degree
in Philosophy and the Arts, a Bachelor
in Divinity, and a Master in Library
Sciences. Ordained as an Elder in the
United Methodist Church, Yolanda has
served in pastorates in Cuba; in Miami,
Florida; in Jamaica Plain, Massachusetrs;
and in Bethesda, Maryland. She currently
serves as an Associate General Secretary
of the General Commission on Religion
and Race.

The Shaw Center honored Rev.
Yolanda Pupo-Ortiz for her years
of service and strong commitment
to social justice. Yolanda has
worked extensively with women,
children, and elderly people,
taught Sunday scheol, composed
music, organized community
projects, and published articles in
church journals. She has been
active in several committees at the
annual conference level, including
the Ethnic Local Church
Concerns Committee, the
Conference Committee on
Hispanic Ministry, and the
Conference Reconciling Task
Force, and has served as chair of

the Baltimore-Washingron

continued on page 2

FROM THE DIRECTOR
Margaret S. Wiborg

As T write this article, the search process
for my successor has begun. The immense
energy I have put into this place has
begun to be directed elsewhere—to fam-
ily, to other interests I have nor had time
to pursue. When I came to the position
as Director of the Anna Howard Shaw
Center, I never imagined that I would
continue in the position for eighteen
years, As | wrote the Shaw portion of the
School’s report to the Associated
Theological Schools accrediting team, I
was amazed at what we have done in just
the last ten years. Possibilities are unlim-
ited when you get a bunch of good
women together—students in the School,
the Advisory Board, members of various
committees, members of the research
team. I am immensely grateful for all that
energy and all those people over the years
who made possible all that we have done.
I have been advised to practice the
spiritual discipline of letting go this year.
Because [ am also Acting Dean of
Students this semester while Dean
Newsome is on sabbatical, I have had less

continued on page 3
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Fiesta y Encuentro con Yolanda
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Conference Council of Ministries. At the
general church level, Yolanda has served
in the General Council of Ministries,

the National Committee for Hispanic
Ministry, and the Northeastern
Jurisdiction Multi-Ethnic Center. In 1995
she organized the first national inter-
ethnic dialogue sponsored by the General
Commission on Religion and Race.

Let the Fiesta Begin

The celebration began with a multilin-
gual worship service in Maish Chapel. A
diverse congregation from all over the
United States and beyond gathered for
this unique service, The opening prayer,
Scripture readings, and hymns were all
voiced in various languages, emphasizing
Yoland#'s commitment to inter-ethnic
diafogue and worship. The Reverend
Aida Irizarry Ferndndez, District
Superintendent of the Metropolitan
Boston North District in the New
England Conference {(and Boston
University School of Theology and
School of Social Work class of ’89), |
preached a moving sermon entitled
“Letters from the Saints.” She envisioned
letters of reflection and encouragement
written to Yolanda from Biblical and his-
torical “saints.”

Panel Discussion

“From where will we get the next gener-
ation of leaders for the Church?” “How
will we train these leaders?” “Whart aze
the skills and talents these women and
men will need to lead?” These are just a
few of the questions that the distin-
guished panel of presenters posed and
answered for those of us gathered to
address the topic, “Facing the Challenge
of the Church and the Hispanic
Community.” Each of the panelists, Dr.
Efrain Agosto, Dr. Eldin Villafafie, and
the Rev. Wanda Martinez, challenged
listeners to stand up, speak up, and
show up in the quest for the hearts and
minds of the next generation of leaders
in the Hispanic Church. _
As we listened to their words, how-
ever, what struck us was the wisdom of
their truth not only for the Hispanic

Celebrating with Yolanda were
Jellow AHS Award winners
Margarer 5. Wiborg (1998) and
C. Faith Richardson (1990).

Church, but for the universal church.
Dr. Agosto, Professor of New Testament
Studies and Church History at Hartford
Seminary, spoke of the church as the
“hothouse,” as the source of the next
generation of leaders and as the primary
place where these leaders-in-training are
being nurtured and screngthened. He
challenged seminary leaders to be inven-
tive regarding new ways to partner with
the church. In so doing, he suggested,
seminaries will move to a more vital role
in identifying and encouraging people
who are ready for the opportunity to
advance from the hothouse to seminaries
where they will further grow and
develop.

Following quickly on Dr. Agosto’s
words, Dr. Villafafie, Professor of
Christian Ethics at Gordon Conwell
Theological Seminary, rose and carried
the challenge even higher. His appeal to
seminaries was to accept the call to
reach out to the place where the next
generation is growing up and is being
formed-—the church—and share with
the church the responsibility of nurtur-
ing these leaders through the exchange

of power, partnerships, pesos, and

prayer. Very practically, Villafafie urged
both the church and the seminary to
find ways to develop real and tangible
relationships, recruit from one another

faithfully, share resources, develop and
retain respect for the gifts of the other,
offer relevant curriculum, and worlk
togethE:r O ICTULrn those Who hﬂvc
begun in the church and grown in the
seminary back to their communities so
that the community will benefir from
their seminary education.

Summing up this powerful panel,
the Reverend Wanda Martinez of the
United Church of Christ described the
place where “the rubber gtips the road,”
the real life of the church. As a pastor
and educator, Rev. Martinez spoke
abour the ability and the necessiey of
the church to work with people of dif-
ferent ethnic and racial backgrounds in
fruitful and powerful ways. From her
own background she proposed that cur-
rent leaders in the church must model
for up-and-coming leaders the following
artributes: the willingness and the
patience to bridge differences by wor-
shipping together, working together,
even sharing a building together, and

At the worship service,
Rev. Aida Irizarry
Ferndndez delivers ber
sermon, “Letters fram
the Saints.”
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appreciating one another’s differences
just as the Word of God tells us o

appreciate the differences in the mem-

bers of the body of Christ.

Reflections: The Hope of the

Savior

Although the panelists spoke about
methods of nurturing and growing the
next generation of leaders for the
Hispanic Chutch, what they brought to
light represents good ground rules for
each part of the church. There is a song
that we sing in the African American
Church. The first line begins, “Oh, the
world is hungry for the living bread, lift
the Savior up for all to see.” The pan-
elists lifted up the hope of the Savior,
through the propagation of the next
generation of leaders. They held up the
hope of the Savior, the living bread, in a
way that each of us could see our role in
building the leadership of the church.
Though they spoke about developing
leaders for their community, their words
bring hope and power for all communi-
ties. Let us, through their wisdom, see
new ways of lifting up the Savior, that
all who are hungry may be fed.

Reflections: The Challenges of
a Multicultural Church

The Reverend Wanda Martinez spoke
movingly about the fruits of collabora-
tion between churches of different cul-
tures. Rev. Martinez is an associate
pastor for Christian education and youth
at the Iglesia Hispana Unida de Cristo in
Worcester, Massachusetts, Her small
Hispanic congregation shares a building
with a relatively affluent, mostly white
congregation. The negotiations berween
the two congregations were cautious;
language and cultural barriers required
atrentive listening and thoughtful con-

versation. It became clear that the mem-

bers of the original congregation needed
assurance that “their” beautiful church
building would be treated with the same
love and respect they poured into

it. When Rev. Martinez and her congre-
gation understood this and said to the

From the Director.. .

go requlrf:s .l' emln

- Director of th S

original church board, “We will take care
of your church as if it were ours,” the
main obstacle was removed and the
process was well on its way.

Reverend Martinez emphasized that
the work did not end there, however,
Sharing space always involves attention to
details and there are occasional slip-
ups. Little problems need to be addressed
quickly. However, when the two churches
share worship, which happens on differ-
ent occasions, the cultural, linguistic, and
theological differences are a gift—not
only to God but to alf who worship
together. We were fortunate enough to
hear this story, and to meer a gifted and

devoted pastor, and we add our prayers
and thanks that work like this is done.

The Banquet is Prepared

The fiesta concluded with a warm and
wonderful reception dinner and award
ceremony in the B.U. Photonics
Building. Friends, colleagues, and rela-
tives of Yolanda Pupo-Ortiz gathered on

the ninth floor, againsc the twinkling
backdrop of the Boston skyline. Seated
around a beautifil harvest centerpiece,
dinner guests feasted on traditional
South American/Caribbean fare of yueca
{cassava), plantanos (plantains), arroz con
[rijoles (rice and beans), cutlets of
chicken and pork loin, and flan.

In addition to those who gathered
earlier in the day for the worship and
discussion, Brazilian members of a choir

continned on page 5
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ALL-WOMEN RETREAT

Rebecca Clark

A joyous group of thirteen women gathersd together fir the All-Women Retreas this September.
They enjoyed great food, greas fellowship, and « time for personal renerval.

By the end of the second week in
September, I was definitely ready for a
break. Half expecting a surface-level,
touchy-feely rotreat, I piled into a car with
some women I barcly knew and rode our
to the YMCA camp in Worcester, MA.
Right away I was put to work chopping
onions with a butter knife—not what I
had in mind as a cathartic experience, but
[ certainly got in “a good cry!” We joined
in celebration over an enormous Filipino
feast, generously prepared by Nizzi Santos
Digan, a returning retreat participant.
Immediately all thirteen of us were
engaged in conversation and hearty laugh-
ter, a welcomed change.

After dinner we congregated around
the fireplace, and Tiffany Steinwert
introduced the theme for the weekend,
“Growing,” Each woman contemplated
her current environment, and then in
groups we discussed what we needed to
grow. I found, having recently become the
caretaker of all of the plants in the Shaw
Center (and there are many), that for me
growing involved gentle pruning, wate-
ing, and sunlight, and I remembered these
steps as | thought about how plants grow
and how I might grow. Fach woman,
however, interpreted growth in her own
way, and as we moved from conterplarion
and discussion into plain conversation, we
began to grow together as a group.

Women placed their sacred objects on
the table in the center of the circle.
Magazines, school books, “the Keeper,”
statues, and other items were scattered
around a bowl of mixed seeds, represent-
ing our combined efforts for growth. As
we talked about the items on the altar,
found that each woman in the room had
a very different idea of what spiritual
growth meant to her. Coming from a
slighly less diverse background, I was fas-
cinated to see and hear some of the things
that these women broughe to their spiri-
tuality. I saw then that there was a place
for me within this group, and by exten-
ston, within the Boston University School
of Theology community, not because we
were all the same, bur because we were all
willing to lifc each other up, regardless

(Above) Women at the retreat
made prayer bundles to wke
home, using the seeds thart hid
served as a symbol of renewal
and growth and wrapping them
in pieces of the altar fabric.

of—or in celebration of—our differences,

Then, of course, we had chocolate,
because no gathering of women would be
complete without chocolate. And bedtime
stortes. And we talked about all those
things that gitls talk about. It was like a
huge sleepover, and as I huddled, fully
clothed, beneath the thin blanket I had
brought, I felt warmed despite the chill.

Saturday morning Margarer Wiborg
sent us all out for a time of silence, T
walked along the beach, and watched my
fellow women sit in silence on benches or
stare into reflections on the pond. I can't
even describe the power of those couple
of hours, but I enjoyed a solitude and a
peace that I had not known since T came
to the busy world of Boston.

Then we let our creativity flourish,
molding clay and talking about our cre-
ations, now drying in the sun that finally
managed 0 pierce some of the cold.
Some women laughed, some cried, and
some sat in silence as we each explained
what our new sculpture represented. Not
only did we have this time of creativity
and enjoyment, but we each had some-
thing to take with us, to remind us of
what we had experienced in the time we
spent together. My sculpture was a statue
of a woman—an attempt 1o represent the
wornan described in Revelation 12—and
she now sits on my bookshelf, the red clay
still changing tone as it dries. Along with
the prayer bundle I made at the closing
worship, she serves as a reminder of my
experiences, of the refreshing growth that
began when I let myself retreat from the
stresses of everyday life, and of che way I
was touched by these unfamiliar, new
women whom I can now call friends. ¢

(Below) Retreat parsicipants gather
sheir clay sculptieses, souvenis of
the weekend together.
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from Christ United Method
in Malden, Massachusetts, and:

story and appreciation were her

leagues, the Reverend James Tayl:

Northeastern Jurisdiction of the
Methodist Church. .

In accepting her award, Rev.
Ortiz thanked the Anna Howard SI
Center and expressed her surpris
being chosen for the honor. Sheé acc
the award on behalf of the many peop
to whom she had ministered é_md er
colleagues who had worked with he
the years, She also paid tribute:to th
legacy of great women, both in.t €.
and in her own life, who prepar
way for her to minister.

THIS YEAR’S STAFF AT THE
ANNA HOWARD SHAW CENTER

Karen L. Rucks, M.Div. 01

Karen is a first-year Th.D). candidate. Her
field of interest is Systematic Theology
with a minor in Ethics. Prior to enrolling
as a full-time M.Div. student, Karen was
the Assistant Equal Employment
Opportunity Administrator for the
Department of Mental Retardation of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. She
has also earned an M.A. from Hartford
Seminary and her B.S. from Temple
University.

Karen s a ¢ontributor to a manual
developed by the Women's Awxiliary to
the National Baptist Convention, U.S.A.,
Inc. on developing ministries for single
mothers. She also co-produced the video,
“Single-parenthood: Beyond the Stigma.”
The intent of this video is to dispel the
myths of single parents. Karen also helped
to develop the curriculum, “Check
Yourself Before You Wreck Yourself,” a

twelve-week, self-esteem building pro-
gram involving both teenagers and their
parent or parent figure.

Karen is 2 native of Springfield, MA.
She is the youngest of five children of
Elaine B. Rucks and the late Lucas M.
Rucks. Karen is a mentor for a teenage
girl and serves on several boards and
committees in the Springfield area. She
volunteers as an Associate Minister at
Alden Baprist Church in Springfield,
MA, and she is scheduled to be ordained
as a Baptist clergy early this spring.
Karen’s role in the Shaw Center is to
plan and organize the events such as the
Fiesta y Encuentro con Yolanda. Her
next project will be the Women and the
Word event this spring,

Rebecea J. Clark

Rebecca Clark is a first-year M.Div.
student, on track for ordination in the

United Methodist Church. Raised in

northeastern Vermont for most of her
life, Rebecca returned to the state of her
birth for her undergraduare years,
attending Elmira College in Elmira, NY,
where she majored in Philosophy and
Religion. She was honored to give the
valedictory address ar her commence-
ment this past June, and caught a quick
breath before her wedding 1o Benjamin
on July 7.

Becca's work experiences include
three years as a Resident Assistant at
Elmira College, and many summers
spent in arts and crafis at various
camps—including Covenant Hills
Christian Camp in Vermiont. She enjoys
using her work in service-oriented fields.
Becca hopes that her career in ministry
will provide an opportunity to teach
tolerance and promote inter-denomina-
tional and interfaith dialogue.

‘While in the Shaw Center, Becca
focuses her attention on the AHSC
Newsletter, and assists with tasks around
the office. She is also the caregiver and
surrogate mother to the plants scattered
around the room, @




Thomas R. Albin

Amy L. Alletzhauser
Priscilla A. Barnard
Carole R. Bohn

Nancy Bonilla

Harriet C. Boone

Vicki M. Brendler

Gail Bucher

Gail Caputo

Jo Ann Carlotto

Betty B, Carpenter

Dr. and Mrs. Paul W, Chilcote
Linda J. Clark

Elizabeth ). Collier
Dorsea Collogan

Janet and Dwight Crane
Kathe and John Darr
Marfa Teresa Davila
Carmela and John D’Ella
Nizzi Santos Digan
Carrie E. Doehring

Eastern Pennsylvania Conference of the
United Methodist Church, Anna Howard
Shaw District

Pamela J. Estes

Mary Lou and Lew Evans
Dorothy E. Everhart

Alda Irizarry Ferndndez
Gladys F Fortuna-Blake

Julia A. Foster

Janet and Harold Garman
Cheryln A, Gates

Melissa Ann Geoffroy

Mary Lou Greenwood-Boice
Kathleen L. Tucker Gustafson
Nancy and Joel Hallas

Susan Wolfe Hassinger

Janet K. Hess, in memory of her father,
Charles R. Hess

Ruth Hograbe
C. Lorraine Holcomb
S. Clifton Ives

Lois F. Johnson

Merle R. Jordan

Sarah' Kalish

Barbara M. Kauber

Judith Kerr

Deborah L. Kiesey

Judith Jenkins Kohatsu
Jesephine and John Lavely
Odette Lockwood-Stewart
Deborah Luchenbill

M. Ann MacKenzie

Shelly Ann Matthews

Effie McClain.

Sue and Chuck McCracken
Melinda L. McKonly

Robert and Evelyn Johnsan Moore
Mary Anne Morefield

Nancy Morrison

Elizabeth and Robert Neville

The New England Conference of the United
Methodist Chureh, in honor of Alma Lee
Carpenter, COSROW Award Recipient

Stacey Fischer Nickerson

The Northeastern Jurisdiction of the United
Methodist Church

The Northern New Hampshire District of
the New England United Methodist
Church, in Honor of Shirley Hoover
Pearse

Shirley Hoover Pearse

Gloria and John Post

Helen A. Releford

Lynn N. Rhodes

C. Faith Richardson

Joyce and Willard Robinson
Dorothy Rogers

Jane O’Connor Ropp
Wonwha Lee Ryu

Sara L. Schoenmaker
Shery! L. Sebo

Eric M. Shank

Eleancr A. Sherry

Donella G. Siktberg
Wanda Stahl

Theresa Stanley

Tiffany Steinwert

Bryan P Stone

Elizabeth and Robert Sweet

" Lois Taylor

Patricia |. Thompson

Mary Todd

Vivian Ruth Waltz

Carmen Dressler Ward
Kristin L.VWhite

Margaret and Richard Wiborg
Roberta L. Williams

Claire Wolfteich

Vieki L. Woods

THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS
FROM THE STH WOMEN

Dr. Claire Wolfteich enjoyed partici-
pating in a conference on Spiritual
Leadership hosted by the United
Methodist Church in August. The
conference brought together seminary
professors, denominational leaders, con-
ference staff, and local pastors. Bishop
Susan Hassinger helped to lead the
event. Dr, Wolfteich writes, “It was a

great affirmation of the importance of
spiritual formation in the life of the
church,” On another note, Claire is
happy to announce the publication of
her book, American Catholics Through
the Twenticth Century: Spiritualizy, Lay
Experience, and Public Life. The book
just came off the presses, published by
Crossroad. It takes a fresh look at our




lacly in'light of th.e every
of work politlcs, 2

announce two recent ubhc
“Stiategies for teachmg about
care: Implications for th__eol_(_)glcal
education in a new millenniium
co-authored with Edouard :_Fo'nte
in The Journal of Pastoral Thealogy
vol. 11 (June 2001), pages 12-23;
and “Self forgiveness and-aborti
Resolving losses,” co- authored wlth
Emily Geoghegan, i in The: Chzzllenge
_ Forgiveness, ed. Augustin
Peter van Karwyk (Ottawa
Novalis, 2001) B i
Dr. Linda; Clark announces t
publication of a project that she creitéd

along with Joanne Swenson, and Mark
Starum, “How We Seek God Together
Exploring Worship. Style.” This coﬂabo-
rative effort includes a book and
videotape, and presents the fh_l_dmgs of
in-depth studies in three local congreg;
tions in an actempt to demonstrate the

ophe syDaug/aters’

Name

LOOKING AHEAD
Women and the Word 2002

It’s time to start thinking about Women
and the YWord 2002! This year's confer-
ence wiil take place on March 13 and
14. The leadership team will consist of
the Rev. Dr. Eunjoo Kim, homiletics
professor from Iliff School of Theology
in Denver, Colorado; Rev. Dr. Joretta
Marshall, pastoral care professor

and the academic dean at Eden
Theological Seminary in St. Louis,
Missouri; and Rev. Dr. Lynn Vestfield,
Christian education professor at Drew
Theological Seminary.

Save the date now, and look for our
mailing concerning registration for this
event. if you would like to request
more information, check with the Anna
Howard Shaw Center, which will carry
continuing updates and registration
possibilities as the event approaches. 4

ANNA HOWARD SHAW CENTER T-SHIRT ORDER FORM

Telephone Number

Address

Street

Ciry State
Please mail me
the following items:

Quantity

Sizes (Sm, M, L, XL)

Zip Code

Unit Cost Total

i TShirts ($10)

T-Shirts
(Long sleeve) ($15)

Sweatshirts ($30)

Shipping/Handling
($4 for up to three items)

Total Amount of Order

Amount Enclosed
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