CRC Single IRB Frequently asked questions:

What is the purpose of a Reliance Agreement? 
A reliance agreement avoids duplicate IRB review and continued oversight when multiple IRBs have jurisdiction for the same multi-site or cooperative research protocol. Once the agreement is executed, it can lessen the administrative burden and regulatory oversight of multiple institutions’ Investigators and IRBs. 

Are reliance agreements accepted by all institutions? 
There are federal policies in place that require reliance agreements for multisite and cooperative research projects. Institutions vary as to whether they will utilize the national SMART IRB reliance agreement (online system for requesting and executing agreements), and IRB Authorization Agreement, or another type of reliance agreement. 
 
Is there a preferred Reliance Agreement or template Agreement?
The CRC uses SMART IRB and this is the preferred method to request and execute reliance agreements. If an institution is not a signatory of SMART IRB, the CRC IRB does have a template IRB Authorization Agreement that it can use. 

How do I start a SMART IRB submission? 
You must be registered to use SMART IRB. To register and to use the system to request reliance/cede review, please click here. 

Are there specific instructions for using SMART IRB? 
SMART IRB has helpful online tutorials for using their system. If you have specific questions when entering information, you may call the CRC IRB Reliance Specialist or the SMART IRB support desk for assistance. 

What is Boston University CRC’s FWA number? 
Our FWA number is 00002457.
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