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Agenda

▪ Welcome Remarks

▪ Presentations

▪ Tsitsi Musasike

▪ Elaine Nsoesie

▪ Joanna Davidson

▪ Jonathan Greenacre

▪ Kevin P. Gallagher

▪ Amruta Nori-Sarma

▪ Lawrence Were

▪ Mahesh Karra

▪ Zana Wangari Kiragu

▪ Peter Rockers

▪ Closing Remarks
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Tsitsi Musasike

Professor of the Practice of Global Development Policy

Frederick S. Pardee School of Global Studies

The 2030 Triple Challenge
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Agenda

▪ The 2030 triple challenge

▪ Project development process

▪ The research project
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The 2030 triple challenge (COP28)

▪ Triple global renewable energy capacity by 2030 to avoid 
>1.5oC

▪ Scale up to 11 510GW, an increase of 8 510GW

▪ Sub-Saharan Africa’s target 300GW, an increase of 260GW

▪ SSA - 750 million people with no access to energy

▪ Abundant solar and wind resources – yet approx. 1% taped

▪ Funding is not a problem

▪ The problem – pipeline of bankable projects
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The project development cycle

 

Challenge: Lack of structured support for early-stage development of renewable 
energy projects (funding, technical capacity) 

Local developers struggle to access funding at prefeasibility level 
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No Structured support for project developers

▪ Constraints – early-stage funding to prepare the projects

▪ Availability and accessibility

▪ Impacts pipeline of bankable projects to scale up renewables

▪ Need to mobilize funding for early-stage project development

▪ Research project – Evaluating the efficacy of Africa’s 
prefeasibility facilities for renewable energy & energy access
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Elaine O. Nsoesie

Associate Professor

Department of Global Health, School of Public Health

Data Science Africa: Capacity Building, Research and 

Community
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About Data 
Science 
Africa

▪ Grassroots capacity building organisation
▪ Runs summer schools and workshops all 

over Africa in collaboration with local 
institutions

▪ Teach the theory and practice of data 
science and machine learning

▪ Support research focused on applications 
of data science to solve problems in Africa
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Data Science Africa Events

▪ Since 2015 - 11 events in 

eight countries.

▪ Most recent event in 

Rwanda in May 2023

▪ Participants from all over 

Africa

▪ Next gathering: Nyeri, 

Kenya
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Other 
Activities

Learn more: 
https://www.datascienceafrica.org/
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12

Ethnographic Entanglements 

in Rural Guinea-Bissau 

Joanna Davidson

Associate Professor

Anthropology, CAS
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3/3/23, 3:39 PM Africa-political-map.jpg (2088×1986)

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/eb/Africa-political-map.jpg 1/1
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Pathos & Power: Interdisciplinary Perspectives 

on Widowhood in Africa, Past and Present, 
Edited by Joanna Davidson and Benjamin N. Lawrance



16
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Jonathan Greenacre

Assistant Professor

The Pardee School of Global Studies, Boston University

Bridge Systems in Africa



1.3 billion people

excluded

(World Bank, 2021)

A new ‘social contract’ 

(2021)



Firms Excluded 

communities

Barriers to expansion 

(e.g. corruption, weak 

infrastructure, 

gender barriers)



Firms Excluded 

communities

Barriers to expansion 

(e.g. corruption, weak 

infrastructure, 

gender barriers)

Bridge systems
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Kevin P. Gallagher

Professor, Pardee School

Director, GDP Center

GDP Center Africa Research
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Chinese Loans 
to Africa, 
2000-2022:
$170 billion

Source: Chinese Loans to Africa 
(CLA) Database, 2023. Boston 
University Global Development 
Policy Center
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Regional spillovers of cross 

border infrastructure
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Solomon Owusu (Pardee) and David Lagakos (Econ)

Project title:

▪ Chinese ties and low-carbon manufacturing and value chain integration in Africa

Overarching Research Question

▪ What is the effect of Chinese FDI and development finance on low carbon manufacturing and 

value chain integration in Africa?

▪ Is the effect conditioned on FDI type or environmental regulation of FDI recipient country

Project title:

▪ Why are measured hours of work so low for agricultural workers in Africa?

Background and Overarching Research Question

▪ Measured hours worked in developing countries are consistently lower for agricultural workers than 
for non-agricultural workers

▪ Puzzling since agricultural workers are the poorest workers, on average, and so should have strong 
incentives to supply labor to bolster their low consumption levels

▪ Historical evidence suggests that workers on average supply less hours as they get richer over time  
and cross-country data show that poorer countries on average work more hours than richer ones

▪ So why are measured hours of work so low for agricultural workers?
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Macroeconomic Impacts of Climate Change in Africa
Change in Household Income (%)
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Climate Change and Health in Africa

Assistant Professor

Dept Environmental Health, BUSPH

Amruta Nori-Sarma
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Koppen-Geiger Climate Zone Classifications

Beck, H.E., Zimmermann, N. E., McVicar, T. R., Vergopolan, N., Berg, A., & Wood, E. F. - "Present and future Köppen-Geiger climate 

classification maps at 1-km resolution". Nature Scientific Data. DOI:10.1038/sdata.2018.214.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_object_identifier
https://doi.org/10.1038/sdata.2018.214
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Proposed project: climate and MH 
presentations at local clinics and 
hospitals in Western Cape province, 
South Africa (PI: Laila Asmal, 
Stellenbosch University)
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Proposed project: sustainable rainwater 
harvesting and mental health in 
communities in Kenya
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Climate Change and Health Research Coordinating 

Center - CAFÉ

▪ Aims to Convene, Accelerate, Foster, and Expand 

the Climate Change and Health Community of 

Practice 

▪ www.climatehealthcafe.org

http://www.climatehealthcafe.org/
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Lawrence P. O. Were, PhD

Assistant Professor

Department of Health Sciences, Sargent College, &

Department of Global Health, School of Public Health

werelpo@bu.edu 

Optimizing Health Systems for Health Disparities within 

Marginalized Populations: Focus on Africa

mailto:werelpo@bu.edu
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The Global Health Systems R.I.S.E Lab

▪ Focus is on how to optimize 

health systems for marginalized 

populations:
▪ Immigrants; 

▪ Informal Sector Workers; 

▪ Displaced Persons; 

▪ Persons Living With HIV/AIDS 

[PLWHA]; 

▪ Persons with Mental Health Challenges;

▪ Pregnant Women; Mothers and their 

Newborn Children; &

▪ Refugees

https://sites.bu.edu/ghsriselab/ 

https://sites.bu.edu/ghsriselab/


Ongoing Projects

Characterizing Health 

Insurance Deserts in 

Kenya

Quantifying the relationship between 

informal employment and health 

insurance enrollment in Kenya

1

2



Ongoing Projects

Characterizing the relationship between climate and HIV 

risks in the Lake Victoria basin, Kenya

Collaborative care approach for integrated mental health and 

HIV care  in rural western Kenya

Ave Rainfall Men Women

Past 6 Months 4.144** 1.561

Past 12 Months 2.391** 1..748

Ave Heat Wave Intensity

Past 6 Months 1.411** 1.767**

Past 12 Months 1.454** 1.698*

Odds of Transactional Sex by Gender
Climate Change & HIV

3

4



Ongoing Projects

Geospatial access to maternal 

health services in Kenya

5
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Mahesh Karra

Assistant Professor of Global Development Policy

Frederick S. Pardee School of Global Studies

Population, Health, and Women’s Empowerment

in Sub-Saharan Africa
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My Work
▪ Global health and development economist

My research focus:

▪ Relationships between population, health (MCH, SRHR), human 

capital, and economic development

▪ Broader interest in women’s empowerment and women’s well-

being

My research approach:

▪ Primary data (field experiments, interventions, qualitative)

▪ Secondary data analysis, modeling

▪ Integrating economics, demography, epidemiology, public health

▪ Policy-oriented research, with active engagement with partners
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The Program on Women’s Empowerment Research (POWER)

▪ Advance women’s empowerment in order to improve human 

well-being through research, policy engagement, strategic 

communications

▪ Identify the extent to which program and policy efforts that seek 

to be empowering do, in fact, improve lives for women and 

communities

POWER Africa Consortium:

▪ Facilitate collaborative partnerships across multiple institutions 

that work on a range of issues related to women’s empowerment, 

gender equity, and human well-being in Sub-Saharan Africa

▪ Current Members: AFIDEP, AidData, IDInsight, EconInsight, BU

POWER
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Current Projects in Africa
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Zana Wangari Kiragu

Research Fellow, DrPH Candidate

Department of Global Health, School of Public Health

Fairer Partnerships in Global Health
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Introduction
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Fairer Partnerships in Global Health

▪ There are power asymmetries that exist, including 

legacies of colonialism that shape the context of global 

health work. 

▪ Department of Global Health initiative: Fairer 

Partnerships in Global Health.

▪ Key objectives:
▪ Collaboratively develop recommendations for the department and 

SPH community to guide self-study and promote fairer partnerships 

in Think.Teach.Do.  

▪ Provide a starting point for conversations within the department and 

the broader school community. 

▪ Motivate beneficial changes towards power symmetries in our 

research, teaching and practice. 

https://sites.bu.edu/fairergh/   

https://sites.bu.edu/fairergh/
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Key Activities

DGH

BUSPH

External

Ongoing 

work 

spans all 

three 

levels

External Partners: Listening 

sessions

DGH: Development of 

practice guidelines 

Students at BUPSH: 

discussion roundtable  

DGH: Faculty 

listening sessions  

https://sites.bu.edu/fairergh/   

https://sites.bu.edu/fairergh/
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Rethinking our approach to engaging with Africa

Canadian Coalition for Global Health Research

https://cagh-acsm.org/en/ressources/ccghr-principles-global-health-research


THANK YOU
zkiragu@bu.edu 

https://sites.bu.edu/fairergh/   

mailto:zkiragu@bu.edu
https://sites.bu.edu/fairergh/
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Peter Rockers
Associate Professor

Global Health, School of Public Health
prockers@bu.edu

Access to Medicines in Africa:
Biopharma Industry Reporting



Veronika Wirtz
Professor, BUSPH
vwirtz@bu.edu

Collaborators:

Bill & Melinda Gates FoundationFunding:

Carlotta Cellini
Senior Research Fellow, BUSPH
cellinic@bu.edu



SDG 3.8 Achieve universal health coverage [UHC], 
 including financial risk protection, access 
 to quality essential health-care services, 
 and access to safe, effective, quality 
 and affordable essential medicines 
 and vaccines for all

“Our world is way off track to reach the target on UHC.”

-Tedros Ghebreyesus, Director-General, World Health Organization



Source: Tracking universal health coverage 2023 global monitoring report, 2023. World Health Organization, World Bank. 

Service Coverage Index



“If access to medicines is to be enhanced, 
numerous national and international actors 
have an indispensable role to play . . . 
pharmaceutical companies are among 
those sharing this responsibility.”

UN General Assembly 2008 statement, “The Right To Health”



Industry accountability is highly fragmented



The European Sustainability Reporting 
Standards (ESRS) are a new set of regulations 
adopted in the European Union that will force 
nearly all large biopharma companies to 
comply with formal disclosure standards on 
access matters globally in the coming years



There is now an opportunity to influence 
ESRS standards specific to the biopharma 
industry, to strengthen accountability.

We have a grant from the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation to engage stakeholders, 
including WHO, governments in Africa and 
elsewhere, and patient organizations, as well 
as industry and investors, to discuss in part 
what those standards should look like.



THANK YOU!

@BostonUResearch | #researchontap
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UPCOMING EVENTS

RESEARCH HOW-TO
Amplify Your Expertise

Thursday, April 11, 2024 | 3-4 pm

The Innovator's Journey
Tuesday, May 7, 2024 | 3-5 pm

Meet the American Foundation for 

Suicide Prevention
Wednesday, May 8, 2024 | 12-1 pm

Learn more & RSVP: bu.edu/research/events 

Topic ideas & feedback: bu.edu/research/topic-ideas 
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