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NIH-Wide Strategic Plan 
Cross-cutting Themes
• Improving Minority Health and Reducing 

Health Disparities
• Enhancing Women’s Health
• Addressing Public Health Challenges Across 

the Lifespan
• Promoting Collaborative Science
• Leveraging Data Science for Biomedical 

Discovery

https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/nih-wide-strategic-plan



OBSSR Mission and Strategic Plan

Mission
• Enhance the impact of health-related behavioral and 

social sciences research
• Coordinate behavioral and social sciences research 

conducted or supported by the NIH and integrate 
these sciences within the larger NIH research 
enterprise

• Communicate health-related behavioral and social 
sciences research findings to various stakeholders 
within and outside the federal government

https://obssr.od.nih.gov/



Total NIH BSSR funding by FY
*based on RCDC categorical spending
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BSSR Content Areas
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1974 – NHLBI Behavioral Medicine Branch 
1976 – Behavioral Medicine Study Section
1979 – NIA Division of Social and Behavioral Sciences
1981 – IOM ‘‘Health and Behavior” Report
1983 – NIMH AIDS Research Program
1995 – OBSSR established (enacted by Congress in 1993)
1997 – NCI Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences
2004 – ACD report – Basic Behavioral and Social Sciences 
2009 – NIH Opportunity Network (OppNet)
2020 – Council of Councils WG on bBSSR

• Training the Next Generation of Researchers

• Stimulating Emerging Behavioral and Social 
Science Areas Relevant to the NIH Mission

• Integrating Behavioral and Social Sciences 
Research within the Larger NIH Biomedical 
Research Enterprise



Responses to Recent Public Health Crises





FY20 and FY21 Appropriations Report Language for Firearm 
Injury and Mortality Prevention Research  

• $12.5M each year to conduct research on firearm injury and mortality prevention

• Recommended the NIH take a comprehensive approach to studying underlying causes and 
evidence-based methods of prevention of injury, including crime prevention

• All grantees required to fulfill requirements around open data, open code, pre-registration of 
research projects, and open access to research articles

• Ensure that such awards support ideologically and politically unbiased research projects

• None of the funds made available in this title may be used, in whole or in part, to advocate or 
promote gun control



Firearm Violence Prevention Research (FY20, FY21)
► PAR-20-143: Two-year R61 awards for pilot, exploratory, or developmental projects

♦ 7 awards

♦ “Evaluating implementation and feasibility of evidence-based universal screening and intervention 
strategies for firearm injury and mortality prevention among youth and adults in emergency 
departments” (PI: Chethan Sathya; 1R61HD104566-01)

♦ “Family Safety Net: Developing an upstream suicide prevention approach to encourage safe firearm 
storage in rural and remote Alaskan homes” (PI: Lisa Wexler; 1R61MH125757-01)

► PAR-21-192: Three-year R01 awards

♦ 8 awards

♦ “A Nationwide Case-Control Study of Firearm Violence Prevention Tactics and Policies in K-12 Schools” 
(PI: Charles Branas; 1R01HD108027-01)

♦ “Risk prediction and optimizing outcomes to 1-year after firearm injury among children using 
emergency services in the US” (PI: Craig Newgard; 1R01HD108017-01)

♦ “Preventing Firearm Violence in Youth: A hospital-based prevention strategy” (PI: Nicholas David 
Thomson; 1R01HD108025-01)

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-20-143.html
https://projectreporter.nih.gov/project_info_description.cfm?aid=10165067&icde=51923103&ddparam=&ddvalue=&ddsub=&cr=1&csb=default&cs=ASC&pball=
https://projectreporter.nih.gov/project_info_description.cfm?aid=10163970&icde=51923184&ddparam=&ddvalue=&ddsub=&cr=6&csb=default&cs=ASC&pball=
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-192.html




Structural Racism

• 11 grants totaling $58M over 5 years
• NOITP to Reissue with March 25, 2022 receipt date



Social and Behavioral Sciences Responses 
to the COVID-19 Pandemic



COVID-19 Survey Repository
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Social, Behavioral, and Economic Impacts
of COVID-19 (SBE)
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• The effects of various mitigation strategies on reducing transmission and 
the role of adherence to these strategies

• The social and economic impacts of various mitigation efforts
• The downstream effects of these impacts on mental health, suicide, 

substance abuse, violence, and other disorders 
• The effects of the pandemic and its mitigation on health care access and on 

health outcomes especially in chronic diseases
• The effects of interventions, including telehealth, digital health interventions, 

and community interventions, in reducing these impacts



Social, Behavioral, and Economic COVID Accomplishments

18

• Identified goals and priorities for the SBE Initiative
• Collaborated with IC Directors and funded 52 supplements using OD Jumpstart and IC pooled funds
• Developed Data Harmonization document, “COVID-19 Assessment Recommendations for SBE 

Supplement Grantees” 
• Published commentary, “NIH social and behavioral research in response to the SARS-CoV2 Pandemic”

• Developed and published the digital health and community health Interventions NOSIs
• Developed and published digital health and community interventions PARs for FY21
• Funded 24 supplements to date (supplements accepted through FY21)

• Supplemented Longitudinal Studies
• Developed guidance to establish expectations for data harmonization and sharing 
• Funded 28 supplements to date
• Developed and published a population data science consortium PAR for FY21

• Rapid Research on COVID/Economic Health Impacts
• National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) to conduct economic research on COVID-19
• Supplemented Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) to conduct county level disparities 

research

Executive 
Committee

Interventions

Data Science
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https://academic.oup.com/tbm/article/doi/10.1093/tbm/ibaa075/5876656?guestAccessKey=146fbb29-20b3-4e35-b06f-b83267c1dd67
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-MH-20-053.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/not-md-20-022.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-20-243.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-20-237.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-20-118.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-213.html


Project Description

RADx Tech Highly competitive, rapid three-phase challenge to identify the best 
candidates for at-home or point-of-care tests for COVID-19

RADx-Advanced Testing
Program 

(RADx-ATP)

Rapid scale-up of advanced POC technologies to accelerate and 
enhance and validate throughput – and support of ultra-high 

throughput machines and facilities

RADx-Radical 
(RADx-rad)

Develop and advance novel, non-traditional approaches or new 
applications of existing approaches for testing

RADx-Underserved 
Populations (RADx-UP)

Interlinked community-engaged projects focused on 
implementation strategies to enable and enhance testing of 

COVID-19 in underserved and/or vulnerable populations

RADX – COVID-19 TESTING RESEARCH
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Phase I:  $300M Phase II:  $200M 

Build 
infrastructure

Rapidly 
implement testing, 
other capabilities

Integrate 
new 
advances

Expand 
studies/ 
populations

September – November 2020 Early 2021 – Summer/Fall 2021

RADX-UP
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• Overarching Goal: Enhance COVID-19 testing among underserved and vulnerable 
populations across the US

• Develop/create a consortium of community-engaged research projects designed to 
rapidly implement testing interventions

• Strengthen the available data on disparities in infection rates, disease progression and 
outcomes, and identify strategies to reduce these disparities in COVID-19 diagnostics
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• Grounded in prior research and in expert input based on prior knowledge
• Humility about what we know and the boundaries of our knowledge
• Science is only part of the decision-making input



• Education in what science is and is not, and how to be better 
consumers of scientific findings

• Neither the media nor politicians are good communicators in a 
public health crisis

• Social and behavioral public health strategies do not get the 
rigorous scientific testing that biomedical strategies receive (no 
safety and efficacy RCTs for mitigation)

• Common sense is important but no substitute for scientific 
inquiry (idiosyncratic experience, confirmatory bias)

• Can we accelerate the conduct of social and behavioral research 
questions?  (e.g., leverage existing research networks)

• Vaccine trials leveraged HIV CTNs 
• Testing trials leveraged NIBIB’s POCTRN
• A public health communications testing network or center?

Additional Lessons from COVID

“Pfizer vaccine is 95% effective”
• Does not mean that 5% of those 

vaccinated will get COVID
• 8 of 22K in vaccinated arm: 0.036%
• 162 of 22K in the unvaccinated arm: 0.7%
• 1- (8/162) = .95 or 95%
• And the primary goal of vaccines is to 

prevent serious illness (hospitalizations 
and deaths), not cases.  



Will it adequately account for social and behavioral influences?



Additional Directions of the Behavioral 
and Social Sciences at the NIH



Two BSSR Working Groups of the NIH Council 
of Councils

• Trans-NIH Research Opportunities in the Basic Behavioral and Social Sciences
• Identify Promising and Emerging Areas in bBSSR and how to address them
• Report to the Council of Councils and NIH Director on May 21, 2021

• Behavioral and Social Sciences Research Integration
• The report language of the House Appropriations Bill, 2021 (H. Rpt. 116-450) included 

– “The Committee directs the Director to convene a special advisory panel of 
behavioral scientists and other community experts to complete an assessment 
providing recommendations on how to better integrate and realize the benefits to 
overall health from behavioral research at NIH.”

• First meeting on April 1, 2021; Plan to present report to CofC in May 2022

https://www.congress.gov/116/crpt/hrpt450/CRPT-116hrpt450.pdf


CofC Report on bBSSR:
Promising and Emerging Areas

1. Behavioral, cognitive, and social neuroscience, specifically event representation, 
understudied brain regions, and integration of brain–body processes

2. Epigenetics 
3. Basic functions of sleep and sex
4. Infectious disease–related basic behavioral and social processes
5. Social interactions and influences on health
6. Maintaining behavior change  
7. Positive health processes 
8. Science of science 

• Transitioning OppNet into new NIH-ICD executive committee (new format/new name)
• BSSR-CC WG on implementation of Report Recs: Co-chairs from NICHD, NIA, & NEI
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Integration of BSSR at the NIH

Council of Councils Report to 
be completed in May, 2022



BSSR in NIH-Wide Transdisciplinary Research Programs
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@NIHOBSSR @OBSSR.NIHobssr.od.nih.gov

Connect with OBSSR

Questions? Bill Riley:
william.riley@nih.gov

@NIHOBSSR

@OBSSR.NIH

Sign up for our newsletter and email updates: 
https://obssr.od.nih.gov/

mailto:william.riley@nih.gov
https://twitter.com/NIHOBSSR
https://www.facebook.com/OBSSR.NIH/
https://obssr.od.nih.gov/
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