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This innovative and multi-layered study of the music and culture of Renaissance 
instrumentalists spans the early institutionalization of instrumental music from  
c. 1420 to the rise of the basso continuo and newer roles for instrumentalists 
around 1600. Employing a broad cultural narrative interwoven with detailed 
case studies, close readings of eighteen essential musical sources, and analysis 
of musical images, Victor Coelho and Keith Polk show that instrumental music 
formed a vital and dynamic element in the artistic landscape, from rote function to 
creative fantasy. Instrumentalists occupied a central role in courtly ceremonies and 
private social rituals during the Renaissance, and banquets, dances, processions, 
religious celebrations, and weddings all required their participation, regardless 
of social class. Instrumental genres were highly diverse artistic creations, from 
polyphonic repertories revealing knowledge of notated styles, to improvization 
and flexible practices. Understanding the contributions of instrumentalists is 
essential for any accurate assessment of Renaissance culture.

Victor Coelho is Professor of Music and Director of the Center for Early Music 
Studies at Boston University. A fellow of Villa I Tatti, the Harvard University 
Center for Italian Renaissance Studies in Florence, his books include Music and 
Science in the Age of Galileo; The Manuscript Sources of Seventeenth-Century 
Italian Lute Music; Performance on Lute, Guitar, and Vihuela; and The Cambridge 
Companion to the Guitar. 

Keith Polk is Professor Emeritus, University of New Hampshire, and has 
also taught at Brandeis University, the New England Conservatory, and 
Regents College, London. He is one of the foremost authorities on Renaissance 
instrumental music, and has produced numerous articles and several books 
on the subject, including German Instrumental Music of the Late Middle Ages 
(Cambridge, 1992).
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Jacket illustration: The Three Ages of Man 
(detail), Titian (c. 1488–1576), National  
Galleries of Scotland. Credit: Erich Lessing  
/ Art Resource, NY.
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Equestrian Dance, Florence, 1608







Equestrian Dance, Florence, 1608
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To be, or not to be, a sonnet



Th.	Watson:	 Tears	of	Fancie 1582
• HERE	end	my	sorrow,	no	here	my	sorrow	springeth,
• Here	end	my	woe,	no	here	begins	my	wailing:
• Here	cease	my	griefe,	no	here	my	griefe deepe wringeth

Sorrow,	woe,	griefe,	nor	ought	else	is	auailing.

• Here	cease	my	teares,	no	here	begins	eies weeping,
• Here	end	my	plaints,	no	here	begins	my	pining:
• Here	hart	be	free,	no	sighes in	hart	still	keeping,
• Teares,	plaints,	and	sighes,	all	cause	of	ioyes declining.

• Here	end	my	loue,	no	here	doth	loue inspire	me,
• Here	end	my	hope,	no	here	doth	hope	faire	flourish
• Here	end	my	life,	no	let	not	death	desire	me,
• Loue,	hope,	and	life,	and	all	with	me	must	perish.

• For	sorrow,	woe,	griefe,	teares,	and	plaints	oft	plained,
• Sighes,	loue,	hope,	life,	and	I,	must	die	disdained.
•

Watson,	Hecatompathia,	1593
• Some	ask	me,	when	and	how	my	love	begun;

Some,	where	it	 lies,	and	what	effects	 it	hath;
Some,	who	she	is,	by	whom	I	am	undone;
Some,	what	I	mean	to	tread	so	lewd	a	path;
I	answer	all	alike	by	answ'ringnought,
But,	blest	is	he	whom	Cupid	never	caught:	

•
And	yet	I	could,	if	sorrow	would	permit.
Tell	when	and	how	I	fix'dmy	fancy	first,
And	for	whose	sake	I	lost	both	will	and	wit,
And	chose	the	path	wherein	I	live	accurst:
But	such-like	deeds	would	breed	a	double	sore,
For	love	gainsaid	grows	madder	than	before,

•
But	note	herewith	that	so	my	thoughts	are	bound
To	her	in	whom	my	liberty	lies	thrall,
That	if	she	would	vouchsafe	to	salve	my	wound,
Yet	force	of	this	my	love	should	never	fall,
Till	Phoebus	use	to	rise	from	out	the	West,
And	towards	night	seek	lodging	in	the	East.
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Lucas Cranach, The Fountain of Youth
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Amazons after Hunt (c. 1871)
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In	a	well-written	book	we	are	presented	with	the	maturest
reflections,	or	the	happiest	flights,	of	a	mind	of	uncommon	excellence.	 It	is	
impossible	 that	we	can	be	much	accustomed	 to	such	companions,	without	
attaining	some	resemblance	 to	them.	When	I	read	Thomson,	 I	become	
Thomson;	when	I	read	Milton,	I	become	Milton.	I	find	myself	a	sort	of	
intellectual	chameleon,	assuming	the	colour	of	the	substances	 on	which	I	
rest.	He	that	revels	in	a	well-chosen	library,	has	innumerable	dishes,	and	
all	of	admirable	 flavor.	His	taste	is	rendered	so	acute,	as	easily	to	
distinguish	the	nicest	shades	of	difference.	His	mind	becomes	 ductile,	
susceptible	 to	every	impression,	and	gaining	new	refinement	from	them	
all.	His	varieties	of	thinking	baffle	 calculation,	and	his	powers,	whether	of	
reason	or	fancy,	become	eminently	vigorous.

William	Godwin,	The	Enquirer:	Reflections	on	Education,	Manners,	and	
Literature,	London:	1797.		Essay	V.	“Of	an	Early	Taste	 for	Reading,”	p.	33.



 

Figure 2.2: Schematic diagram for the Hodgkin-Huxley model. 

The Hodgkin-Huxley model can be understood with the help of Fig. 2.2. The 
semipermeable cell membrane separates the interior of the cell from the 
extracellular liquid and acts as a capacitor. If an input current I(t) is injected 
into the cell, it may add further charge on the capacitor, or leak through the 
channels in the cell membrane. Because of active ion transport through the cell 
membrane, the ion concentration inside the cell is different from that in the 
extracellular liquid. The Nernst potential generated by the difference in ion 
concentration is represented by a battery.		

Source:		http://icwww.epfl.ch/~gerstner/SPNM/node14.html	



Boston University Slideshow Title Goes Here

Boston University Office of the Vice President and Associate Provost for Research

Boston University Slideshow Title Goes Here

Boston University Office of the Vice President and Associate Provost for Research

James Schmidt

Professor
History, Philosophy, Religion, 

Political Science

Research on Tap: From Renaissance to Enlightenment

How “enlightenment” became 
“the Enlightenment” (in two 

centuries & a few million books) 














