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LEAD LEGISLATION

Sen. Patricia Jehlen (s.955) and Rep. David LeBeouf (H.1491)

An Act Enhancing Justice for Families Harmed by Lead
) Allows for liability from foreseeable harm from lead
) Targets those who have failed to uphold standard of care

) Lead poisoning will continue to exists until we remove it form
our environment



WHAT IS LEAD

) High Density

--— Death

-=«— Encephalopathy
-=— Nephropathy
-=—Frank anemia

--—Colic

-+— Decreased hemoglobin synthesis

--— Increased vitamin D metabolism
Increased risk of hypertension in adulthood

) Low melting point

-=— Increased nerve conduction velocity

) Low cost

--— INncreased level of erythrocyte protoporphyrin
--— Decreased vitamin D metabolism
-=— Decreased calcium homeostasis

) Neurotoxin

--— Developmental toxicity
Decreased 1Q level

Decreased hearing

Decreased growth

Impaired peripheral nerve function
Iransplacental transter

) Interferes with nervous system

) No treatment or Cure

J. Clin. Invest. 116:853-857 (2006)

Boston Childrens Hospital R Jimunno mepicaL seuooL

UNTIL every




5.1430
An Act relative 1o the Massachusetts lead law
and promoting equal acoess to lead-free.
housing

James B.

617-722-1120

3/28/2021, Senate, Reforeed to the committes
on Public Health
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(€) The remedy provided by this section is not
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Chapter 6, General Law

Insarting afeer section 1Q the following pew section:

Section IR.

() The bosed shall direct the csmmisshocs 10 iestioate

a peooess for sexieg curriculum stasdieds for the

subjects of histary and cial sciences to include

relevant and imerdiscplinacy climate change standards
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An Act implementing an slementary and

curricutum in the commomwealth
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Danitio A Sena
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‘on Education

o
Ia formning 8 coriutem th commiasioner may
refierence relevant elementary and secondary education
history and soci sciences standaeds for climats <hange
i other stases and from relevast reputable enltics

The commssiones shall casure fat iwies iavalviag
thase dispeoportseastely affectod by climate chisge se
addressed in the curricalum, imcheding but ot limited
ey

o
1) How conditions and effects in the Northern
Hemisphere differ from the cosditions and effects in the
Southens Hemisgh
(2) Environmental justice commurities in the
Commeawsalth, defined as “regicas tht have the most
significant exposure o air pollutaats, inclodmng, bat not
Lasited 1o, commanitics with minceity populations,
communiies with Jow-scome populaseas, o¢ Bt
() How historical movement buikding commects with
‘current and loal moverents, and how both strived to
create sosial chamge
(0 How canimamenl lsnes, nctedug imta
Change, case health ssucs: wdhma, cussr, lead
polacaing, macceaibilty of edsing, food and waize
(5) How to engage your communiey, civis leaders, and
govemment officials in conéronting chime change
) The board shall direct the comesissioner 1 lnstitune
1 peooess for seing currculum stasdieds for the
subjects of science and techinsdogy % include relevant
and imterdisciplmary climate chango standards that will
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assirepopense climte change, equitable
solutioss, clisses policy i climate mm....
In farming & cerrsculem the comsmessaonee s
eference elevact lomenary and secondty odicaion
scaense and technology seandards for chmste change in
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thase dispeoporsseastely affieted by climate chisge see
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(1) The humsm imspact on the carbon cycle, emphasizing
Loag residence tame of carbon doxide in atmesphere
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Hello,

My name is Peri Taubman and | am a senior at Boston University. | am working on a p
regard to updating our lead legislation and making a process in which it can become «
individuals affected by lead poisoning to sue for compensation about the issues that |
created. Currently, | am working on obtaining legislative support for the legislature tha
been created by Professor Reibstein of whom | am working with. We are currently pla
special briefing on the specific bills related to lead in Massachusets as there are very |
like these. Through my research | have found your name from Seeing that you a
an expert in these specific topics, your opinion is very important and would be very he
going forward to continue to pass bills like such. On behalf of ____ would you be willir
write or submit something at this briefing about your opinion on why such a bill like th
be passed.

Bellow | have attached some information about the main bill trying to get passed, as \
some other information in regard to the briefing. Thank you so much for your time anc
forward to hearing back from you. Please email your submission to Thank y
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Lead was seen in everyday life as it was used in paints, welding, and piping in homes
built before 1978. Since the 1970’s there have been new policies implemented to test homes
for lead and to fix those areas in order to meet standards of living as lead has been regarded
as toxic and harmful for those living around it. Many homes have not been inspected, or

landlords fail to disclose information to homeowners about lead in the homes.

What lead is doing to our communities
Unfortunately, there are cases where homeowners do know about lead being in the

home but do not want to disclose this information in fear of losing their home as they are able

to receive affordable pricing. Other issues occur when landlords do not want to disclose the

information since it would require them to spend more money to fix the property, and could P
potentially lose income as the price of the property would increase.

Issues that arise from lead and health concerns
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Currently lead blood level standards are at 5 micrograms per deciliter, and only from there
action can be taken according to the Center for Disease Control (CDC). These levels are too
high and need to be lowered. Lead creates many issues such as cognitive, lung, and coronary
problems and can affect memories and the connection of nerves to make new memories.
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Why lead poisoning is an important issue that needs fixing

Lead poisoning is an issue that needs fixing but can only start if we can work from within our
communities to create safer standards and environments that people can live in, without
having to give up the possibilities of having affordable rent options. The environmental justice
communities duty is to protect those and create communities that allow sustainable growth
and development without compromising the health and quality of life for others.

Might need to structure this more about asking if they would testify about adding lead to the
agenda

Add a paragraph about what the agenda is for evj orgs and why lead needs to be a part of it.
For quite some time now lead has not been one of the top issues that everyone is concerned
about. As more research has been done it is now more clearer than ever that it needs to be
brought to the forefront of the agenda as it affects more environmental justice communities.
Specifically those who live in lower income neighborhoods, and who also fit into the minority
and cannot fight alone for basic human standards. All people deserve an equal chance at living
in a safe and stable environment without the finical burden of having to repair their homes, or
having to be displaced into unaffordable neighborhoods due to increases in housing from lead
reparations. There needs to be people who fight for those who can’t fight for themselves.

Why should you show up?

What currently is being fought for is the ability to create a special briefing that allows our
environmental justice community to step forward and contribute along side those who want
change, to help make housing lead-safe, and update our state laws to require disclosure of
information about lead in residential housing, as well as allowing the victims of lead paint
poisoning to receive the finances they deserve by holding those former lead paint companies
accountable for the damages they have created.

It is now time to update our lead poisoning prevention so that the citizens of Massachusetts's
can be protected. For that reason we will hold a special briefing on lead on at which we
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will hear from experts on lead poisoning prevention, review the current bills regarding lead
poisoning, and review the considerations in updating the bill. We hope that you will accept this
offer to take part in testifying about why it is important to make our communities safer and
include lead in the agenda of making housing safer for all.

Lead Exposure in Low and Middle-Income Countries: Perspectives and Lessons on Patterns,
Injustices, Economics, and Politics

International Journal of Environmental Research and Public health
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6266944/

https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/18/6/943
THE EXPOSURE OF CHILDREN TO LEAD
Pediatrics Official Journal of the American Academy of Pediatrics

Blood lead levels--United States, 1999-2002
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/15917736/
Center for Disease Control and Prevention CDC

Determinants of Bone and Blood Lead Levels among Minorities Living in the Boston Area
https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/full/10.1289/ehp.6705

Environmental Health Perspectives

Research has suggested that lead toxicity may disproportionately affect minority groups.
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CURRENT ACHIEVEMENTS

) Research
) Contact Lists
) Bill Spreadsheets

) Special Briefings to Environmental Justice Organizations and Environmental Law
Firms

) Document about how to continue this research and work in the future



WHAT'STO COME

) Currently: Obtaining letters of support and those who will testify at hearing
) Hearing
Y Briefing

) Continuing supporting legislation through active community engagement



LINK TO WEBSITE

LINK TO DOCUMENTS



http://www.leadconversation.net

