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About myself



Look What’s Still In the Trash…
Data from 2016 Waste 
Characterization 
Studies conducted at 
six waste combustors 
in MA.

More than half of solid 
waste disposed could 
be recycled or 
composted.

Data Provided by Julia Greene, 
MassDEP Municipal Assistance 
Coordinator



Recycling Rates

1. EPA, https://archive.epa.gov/epawaste/nonhaz/municipal/web/html/

https://archive.epa.gov/epawaste/nonhaz/municipal/web/html/


Lexington increased spending

● Costs overall has been increasing
● Solid waste cost increasing by 2.5%
● Recycling cost by 2.8%
● Waste cost is higher than recycling
● Tonnage of solid waste has 

consistently increased over the years



1. Department of Public Works Requested Budget
Fiscal Year 2020



1. MassDEP, https://www.mass.gov/guides/solid-waste-master-plan
2. EPA, https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/national-overview-facts-and-figures-material

https://www.mass.gov/guides/solid-waste-master-plan
https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/national-overview-facts-and-figures-materials


Processing of Recyclables 



          

                                $                                                                                                                $$$





Main Contamination Points









● Scrape out as much peanut butter as you can
● Then fill the jar about one-fourth full with hot 

water.
●  Add a drop of dish detergent, put on the top 

and shake vigorously. 
● Dump out the contents and the jar should be 

clean enough to recycle.













Programs









Better Reuse of materials

● Don’t think of trash or recyclables as 
having no practical use.

● But as raw material to create 
something bigger.
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