Sample Comprehensive Exam Ratings

Overall Rating
Excellent
=
Total response to question is outstanding in all aspects.

Very Good
=
Total response represents work that is clearly doctoral quality.

Good

=
Total response is sufficiently well done to merit passing.

Fair

=
Total response is adequate, some weak areas exist, rewrite recommended.

Poor

=
Total response is inadequate, student fails exam, new question will be





prepared for student (if eligible for retake).

Analysis
Does the student demonstrate adequate deductive and inductive reasoning?  Consider these dimensions:

1. Utilizes assumptions that pertain to the issue at hand

2. Substantiates points with principles, methods, theories, facts, etc.

3. Draws logical conclusions and inferences

4. Applies insights to larger issues

5. Conveys thinking that is deep and multi-faceted

6. Conveys creativity

Knowledge

Does the student demonstrate an understanding of relevant theoretical, empirical, and practical knowledge?  Consider these dimensions:

1. Recalls essential material relevant to the question

2. Includes facts, trends, theories, experience when relevant

3. Cites current literature

4. Interprets citations accurately

Writing

Does the student demonstrate high quality writing?  Consider these dimensions:

1. Outline suggests an acceptable answer

2. Introduction provides an overview

3. Points flow in logical sequence

4. Argument is clear, concise, and cohesive

5. Summary formulates conclusions

6. No grammatical errors, redundancies, distortions, etc.

Comprehensiveness

Does the student address the question in its entirety?  Consider these dimensions:

1. Answer is thorough and complete

2. Answer conveys breadth and depth of thinking
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