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Debrief
What was your reaction to the 
interactions you had getting through the 
arrival process?

What most surprised you?

How will this help you to relate to 
international freshmen?







Over 7,831
international 
students!



134
countries 

represented



Boston University
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

% of international # of students

1. China 41% 3175
2. India 9% 673
3. Korea 6% 468
4.    Saudi Arabia 4% 344
5.    Canada 4% 335
6.    Taiwan, R.O.C. 4% 315
7. Japan 2% 160
8. Turkey 2% 135
9. France 1% 109
10. Brazil 1% 107

Top 10 Countries
* percentage of total international students at BU 



F-1 Students

Key U.S. Government Agencies

U.S. Dept of State U.S. Dept of Homeland Security

F-1 Student Visa Immigration Status and Benefits

• Travel Document • CBP – Customs and Border Protection

• USCIS – U.S. Citizenships and Immigration Service 

• ICE – Immigration and Custom Enforcement

• SEVP – Student and Exchange Visitor Program



Immigration 
Documents
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Take care of your SEVIS record.

Semester Verification

Change of Major 
or  Program

Address Update

Employment 
Authorization

Reduced Course Load

Transfer or Withdrawal

Add Dependents

I-20 Extension

Leave of 
Absence



Full-time 
enrollment



On Campus Employment

Full-time during 
school breaks (Winter, 

Spring, Summer)

20 hours maximum 
per week – Fall and 

Spring semester



F-1 Curricular 
Practical Training 

(CPT)

Off Campus Employment

F-1 Optional 
Practical Training 

(OPT)

J-1 Academic 

Training (AT)



International 
Travel



Keys ISSO Services to Students

Arrival and 
Orientation

Advising on Legal 
Immigration Status

U.S. Employment 
Authorization

International 
Travel

 Orientation 
Programing

 Acculturation
 Connect 

students to BU 
central support 
offices

 Set Up: Bank, 
Driver’s License, 
SSN

 Academic 
Workshops

 SEVIS Compliance
 ISSO Check-In
 Semester Verification
 Full-time Registration
 Reduced Course Load 

Authorization
 LOA, Withdrawal, Transfer
 Change of Major/ 

Program
 Add Dependents
 Change Immigration 

Status

 Verify I-9 for On-
Campus 
Employment

 Authorize Off-
Campus 
Internships (CPT)

 Recommend post-
graduation 
employment 
(OPT) 

 Employment/ 
Career Workshops

 Sign I-20 for 
Travel

 Advise on visa
renewal, 
security 
clearance 
delays

_____________
+ Provide 

Intercultural 
Training to BU 

Offices

http://www.bu.edu/isso
http://www.bu.edu/isso







