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MA in Preservation Studies: Internship 

Description
An integral part of the program is a paid internship in an appropriate public or private agency, firm, or historical commission. Numerous local and national organizations are anxious to host interns and to provide a close-up look at particular work within the preservation field.

Internships are available with preservation agencies such as the Boston Landmarks Commission, the National Park Service, the Massachusetts Historical Commission, and private organizations, including the Boston Preservation Alliance, Preservation Massachusetts, Historic New England, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Examples of recent internships can be found on our website.

Internship approval
Placement is approved by the program director.

Graduation requirement
The internship is part of the MA in Preservation Studies graduation requirements.

In rare cases, prior experience in the historic preservation field may be considered as equivalent to the internship, with the internship requirement being waived. Such prior experience can only be evaluated after a start in the MA program and requires a separate form and detailed documentation, such as internship contracts and reports. A request for a waiver for prior experience must be initiated and approved in your first semester. To initiate such review, contact the program director.

Timing
Most students undertake their internship in the summer between their last semesters of class work. Internships may also be conducted part-time during the semester but all internships have to be approved by the program Director.




BU Preservation Studies Internship Award 

The Preservation Studies Program offers MA in Preservation Studies students a modest funding contribution to assist in undertaking the required MA internship. Students can receive a $500 award.

Conditions and eligibility:
· The award can only be received once during the MA.
· The student must conduct an internship that is approved by the Director and that qualifies as the MA requirement. The internship can be paid or unpaid.
· The internship can be at a non-profit organization or business and must have a preservation focus.
· Students that receive a waiver for the MA internship requirement based on an internship or work conducted prior to the start of their MA, are not eligible for the award.
· Students that undertake part-time paid preservation work during their MA, and receive for this work a waiver for the MA internship requirement, may apply for the award.
· The internship can be in the USA or abroad.

· The award requires the completion of a 2-page internship report that gives an overview of the purpose, achievements and experiences during the internship. The report should also allow for a post on the Preservation Studies website and in our annual newsletter. In addition to the 2 pages, 2 photographs in jpg format must be attached, and be suitable for use in the above publications. 
· The award will be paid after the start of the internship. Additional paperwork will be required to submit to Finance. This award may be taxable income.
To apply:
· To apply for the award, the internship form must be fully completed and submitted to the Director.
· Applications for the award will be reviewed on a rolling basis. 


Contact detail 2025
Carolyn White
Director, Professor of History of Art and Architecture and Archaeology
Preservation Studies Program 
226 Bay State Road, Room 104 
clw@bu.edu


MA in Preservation Studies
Internship Form

To be filled out and returned to the Director of Preservation Studies for approval of the internship before the start of the internship.

PART A: To be filled out by the student
Name student: 
Year of graduation: 
BU student ID: 
Local address: 
Local telephone number: 
BU e-mail address: 
PSP Program Director: 

PART B: To be filled out by the official at the cooperating institution under whose supervision the student intern will be working
Name of supervisor: 
Name and address of institution: 

Telephone number:
Institution website: 
e-mail address: 

Date of internship interview:
Details of the application process: 


Dates of the internship (length): 
Schedule (hours) per week: 
Financial renumeration: 

PART C: To be filled out by the student and the official at the cooperating institution
Internship Title: (e.g. Archival Intern; Review and Compliance Intern; Curation Assistant)

Description of the internship project or role: (200 words, e.g key tasks, main project, objectives, possible activities.) 



Expected result of the internship or project: (200 words)



Essential qualifications or skills for the internship:


Brief description of the host organization: (200 words)



PART D: Additional information to be provided by the student
· If the internship was advertised, a copy of the advertisement must be attached.
· If the host institution has an internship job description this must be attached.
· Any other information that illustrates the planned internship.

PART E: BU Preservation Studies Internship Award
Do you wish to be considered for the BU Internship Award? Yes/No
Name of applicant: 

PART F: To be filled out by the Director of Preservation Studies
Date Internship Form received:
BU Preservation Studies Internship Award approval date: 
Amount of the BU award:
Date 2-page Internship Report received:
Comments:
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