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PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 
 
Boston University 

 
Assistant Professor of Political Science         July 2013-present 

Co-Director: Project on Political Economy of Security           October 2014-present 
Faculty Advisor: Boston University International Affairs Association      March 2015-present 

 
Dartmouth College 

 
Post-Doctoral Fellow, Dickey Center for International Understanding                 2012-2013 

 
 
EDUCATION 
 
University of Pennsylvania 

Ph.D., Political Science                             June 2012  
M.A., Political Science                       May 2008 

 
University of Southern California                      June 2006 

B.A., International Relations (Honors); B.A., Economics (Honors) 
 
 
ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 
 
Bridging the Gap           June 2018 
 
Council of Foreign Relations College and University Educators Workshop   April 2018 
 
Basin Harbor Teachers’ Workshop, Merrill Center for Strategic Studies    June 2013 
 
Public Policy and Nuclear Threats Summer Boot Camp               August 2012  
 
Summer Workshop on the Analysis of Military Operations and Strategy     July 2010 

 
Institute for Qualitative and Multi-Method Research       June 2010 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS - BOOKS 
 
How to Pay for Wars. 2016. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 

(Winner of the 2017 American Political Science Association Robert L. Jervis and Paul W. Schroeder 
Best Book Award in International History and Politics; Reviewed in Governance and H-Net Reviews 
in the Humanities & Social Sciences; Translated into Chinese) 
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ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
Hatchet or Scalpel? Domestic Politics, International Threats, and US Military Spending Cuts, 1950-2014 
(with Kaija Schilde). Security Studies. Forthcoming 2019. 
 
European Military Power: Institutional Legacies and External Threat in EU Defense Cooperation (with Kaija 
Schilde) in Europe, Russia, and the Transatlantic Divide: Security Relations in Turbulent Times  ed. Mai’s 
K. Davis Cross and Ireneusz Pawel Karolewski (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, Forthcoming 
2019). 
 
Self-Interest, Partisanship, and the Conditional Influence of War Taxation on Support for War in the United 
States (with Douglass Kriner and Breanna Lechase). 2018. Conflict Management and Peace Science. 35(1); 
43-64 
 
Political Economy of Security in Oxford Handbook of US National Security (with Norrin Ripsman and Kaija 
Schilde) ed. Derek S. Reveron, Nikolas Gvosdev, and John A. Cloud (New York: Oxford University Press, 
2018). 
  
War Finance and Military Effectiveness in The Sword’s Other Edge: Tradeoffs in the Pursuit of Military 
Effectiveness ed. Dan Reiter, Cambridge University Press, 2017. 
 
Economic Coercion and Power Redistribution during Wartime. 2017. Air and Space Power Journal –  
African and Francophonie. Spring 2017. 
 
What Goes Up, Must Come Down? The Asymmetric Effects of International Threat and Economic Growth 
on Military Spending (with Benjamin Fordham and Kaija Schilde), 2017. Journal of Peace Research. 54(6): 
791-805.   
 
Cappella Zielinski, Rosella. “Political Economy of National Security.” In Oxford Bibliographies in 
International Relations. Ed. Patrick James. New York: Oxford University Press, 2016. 
 
 
OP-EDS AND MEDIA APPEARANCES 
 
The Costs of War. January 2019. Story on the Public Square, Pell Center - https://pellcenter.org/the-cost-of-
war-with-dr-rosella-cappella-zielinski/  
 
US Wars Abroad Increase Inequality at Home: Who Foots the Bill for American Hegemony? 2018. Foreign 
Affairs - https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2018-10-05/us-wars-abroad-increase-inequality-
home?cid=soc-tw  
 
How do War Finance Strategies Lead to Inequality? A Brief History from the War of 1812 through the Post-
9/11 Wars. 2018. The Costs of War Project - http://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/papers  
 
Strategy First: What Price is Military Superiority Worth? (with Kaija Schilde). 2018. Texas National Security 
Review - https://tnsr.org/roundtable/policy-roundtable-the-pursuit-of-military-superiority/  
 
Reserve Currency and Military Power: Lessons from the Sterling Era and the Future of America’s Military 
Might. 2014. - http://isn.ethz.ch/Digital-Library/Articles/Detail/?lng=en&id=177476  
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Choosing the Price: How Leaders Pay for War. 2014. - http://www.isn.ethz.ch/Digital-
Library/Articles/Detail/?lng=en&id=177331  
 
Strong Dollar, Strong Defense. 2013. - http://footnote1.com/strong-dollar-strong-defense/ 
 
 
BOOK REVIEWS 
 
Sarah Kreps, Taxing Wars: The American Way of War Finance and the Decline of Democracy, Book Review 
in H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable Review, forthcoming 2019. 
 
Aaron Rapport, Waging War Planning Peace: US Noncombat Operations and Major Wars, Book Review in 
Perspectives on Politics, 2017. 
 
Paul A.C. Koistinen, State of War: The Political Economy of American Warfare, 1945-2011, Book Review 
in Political Science Quarterly, 2013. 
 
 
WORKING MANUSCRIPTS 
 
A Political Economy of Global Security Approach (ed. with Kaija Schilde and Norrin Ripsman) [R&R] 
 
Supplying Allies: Political Economy of Coalition Warfare (with Paul Poast) [R&R] 

Effort, Institutions and War Aims: How Coalition Battlefield Performance Varies by Regime Type (with 
Ryan Grauer, Paul Poast, and Alastair Smith) 

Allied in Combat: Coalition Organization and Battlefield Performance (with Ryan Grauer) 
 
Central Banks and Civil Wars (with Mike Woldemariam) 
 
Forged by War: From Great War to Global Economy (with Paul Poast) 
 
 
DATA SETS 
 
Belligerents in Battle, with Ryan Grauer 
 
Confronting the Cost of War Project: 1823-2003 
 
 
GRANTS 
 

Stanton Foundation Nuclear Course Grant (with Jayita Sarkar)               2017 
ISA Venture Grant (with Kaija Schilde and Norrin Ripsman)               2014 
Boston University Center for Excellence & Innovation in Teaching Course Innovation Grant             2014 
Boston University Center for Law, Finance, and Policy                2013 
Earhart Foundation Grant                   2012 
Harry S. Truman Presidential Library Grant                              2011 
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Browne Center Research Grant, University of Pennsylvania               2011 
Fontaine Summer Research Fellowship, University of Pennsylvania                      2011 and 2007 
 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
APSA Committee on the Status of First-Generation Higher Education Scholars Member 2018-2021 
 
Grawemeyer Book Award Committee Member                                     2019 
 
Robert Jervis & Paul Schroeder Book Award Committee Member, APSA                  2018 
 
Asia Pacific Strategy Study Participant, Office of Net Assessment, Washington, DC      September 2017 
 
 
REVIEWER 
 

American Political Science Review 
British Journal of Political Science 
Conflict Management and Peace Science  
International Interactions 
International Studies Quarterly 
Journal of Conflict Resolution 
Policy Studies Journal 
Review of International Political Economy 
Social Science History 
 
 
TEACHING  
 
Courses Taught – Undergraduate  
 

Introduction to International Relations 
Nuclear Security 
Nuclear Governance  
The Causes of War and Peace 
Concepts in International Relations 
War and Society in the Modern Age  
 

Courses Taught – Graduate  
 

The Political Economy of National Security  
Money, Guns and Power 
International Relations Graduate Seminar  
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SELECTED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS, WORKSHOPS, AND INVITED TALKS 
 
Regime Type and Coalition Warfare: Democratic Advantages when Fighting Together (with Ryan Grauer 
and Paul Poast)  

Presented at the 2018 Annual Peace Science Society Conference and 2018 Annual Conference of the 
American Political Science Association 

 
Forged by War: From Great War to Global Economy (with Paul Poast) 

Presented at the 2018 MacMillan International Relations Seminar Series at Yale University and the 
2018 Dartmouth fellowship Alumni Workshop 

 
Allied in Combat: Alliance Organization and Battlefield Performance (with Ryan Grauer) 

Presented at the Annual Conference of the American Political Science Association, 2016, Annual 
International Studies Association Conference 2016  

 
What Goes Up, Must Come Down? The Asymmetric Effects of International Threat and Economic Growth on 
Military Spending (with Benjamin Fordham and Kaija Schilde) 
 Presented at ISSS-ISAC Joint Annual Conference; Annual Peace Science Society Conference; 

Annual International Studies Association Conference 
 
War Finance and Military Effectiveness 

Presented at CeRPIC Kessler Foundation workshop on Military Effectiveness  
 

The Political Economy of Security: A New Research Agenda of Military Power, War, and Peace in an Era of 
Austerity (co-organized with Norrin Ripsman and Kaija Schilde) 

 Workshop held at the Annual International Studies Association Conference  
 
Financial Intervention in Conflict (with Paul Poast) 

Presented at the Annual International Studies Association Conference; Presented at the Annual Peace 
Science Conference 

 
A Framework of Military Spending Cuts: The US Experience from 1950-2014 (with Kaija Schilde)   

Presented at the Dickey Center for International Understanding, Dartmouth College; Annual 
International Studies Association Conference; Annual Conference of the Annual Peace 
Science Conference 

 
Economic Coercion and Power Redistribution During Wartime 

Presented at the Economic History Workshop at Rutgers University; Annual Conference of the 
American Political Science Association; Confronting the Cost of War Conference, Cornell 
University 

 
Financing the Korean War: How the Fear of Inflation and Support for the War Created an Anomaly in 
United States’ History 

Paper presented at the Penn Program on Democracy, Citizenship, and Constitutionalism 
 
The Political and Economic Determinants of War Finance  

Presented at the International Political Economy Society; Annual Conference of the American 
Political Science Association  


