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When I started working on the theory of the expanding universe in 1960, it was what
sociologists termed a "social construction”. Although Einstein's general theory of relativity had
passed only three tests, it was a standard and accepted part of physics presented in the best
advanced textbooks. Those tests were of low precision, and one eventually proved to be
wrong by a factor of four. Now that many sensitive observations have confirmed the
predictions of expansion theory, it has become a "physical construction”. However, scientists
and sociologists of science still deal with social constructions, such as what was the universe
doing before it was expanding? 
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