The Boston University Photonics Center's 235,000 net square foot facility opened in June of 1997. Its ten floors house state-of-the-art research laboratories, laboratory support space, a business innovation center, and instructional and seminar facilities specially designed for photonics research. 
The building's structural steel frame is built on a reinforced concrete mat, as much as six feet deep, to minimize vibration. The basement level houses laboratories requiring low vibration and a light-free environment. Above-ground laboratories feature large windows, with a 1" airspace between the panes of glass to reduce the sound from the abutting Mass Pike. 

The Photonics Center houses three core-shared facilities that are utilized by faculty, students, and innovation center companies. In addition to these shared facilities, approximately 100,000 square feet is devoted to faculty research spaces. The business innovation center, located on the 6th floor, provides 23,000 square feet of flexible space that can be configured to house up to 14 photonics start-up companies.

The four-shared facilities located in the Photonics Center are:
· The Optoelectronic Processing Facility - includes a Class 100 photolithography cleanroom and an exterior Class 1,000 cleanroom with processing and test equipment for die and wafer level processing. 
· The Precision Measurement Laboratory - spans two laboratory spaces in the basement with scanning electron and atomic force microscopy, e-beam writing and interferometric microscopy.
· The Focused Ion Beam/Transmission Electron Microscope Facility - comprised of two laboratories and provides capabilities to measure material composition, image surface morphology and micro/nano machine materials.
The Photonics Center is located in the midst of one of the world’s largest concentration of biological and biomedical research centers. Photonics Center faculty and staff have developed extensive networks connecting faculty technology development and end-users in the greater Boston life sciences community. Faculty members have access to major shared laboratory facilities at the BU Life Sciences Building, BU Medical School and the National Emerging Infectious Diseases Laboratory (BSL2 facility). 

The Photonics Center community extends beyond the local environs to regional, national and international partnerships. These collaborations expose students and faculty to a broader professional and educational network. Locally, the Photonics Center is collaborating actively with major end-users of biophotonic imaging and biomedical photonics including: BU School of Medicine, Thorlabs, and the Wellman Center of Photomedicine.
