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EMPLOYMENT  

2019- Assistant Professor, Boston University Pardee School of Global Studies 

2018-2019    Postdoctoral Fellow, Columbia Society of Fellows  

 

EDUCATION 

2018 Ph.D., History, New York University 

2014 M.A., History, New York University 

2007       A.B., History and Literature, Harvard University 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Book  

2024 Until I Find You: Disappeared Children and Coercive Adoptions from Guatemala, Harvard University 
Press (January 2024) 

** Translation in Simplified Chinese (China Science and Technology Press, 2024)  

** Translation forthcoming in Spanish  

Reviews in Foreign Affairs, Harper’s Magazine, The New Republic, The Times Literary Supplement, 
The American Conservative, Liberties: A Journal of Culture and Politics 

Hispanic American Historical Review, Journal of Latin American Studies, NACLA Report on the 
Americas, Canadian Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Studies, ReVista: Harvard Review of 
Latin America, H-Net, Latin American Review of Books, The Latin Americanist  

Excerpted in Guardian Longreads and The Dial 

 

Refereed Articles and Book Chapters 

2024 (under review) “Guatemala’s ‘Evitas’: Social Welfare and First Lady Politics during the Guatemalan 
Revolution and Counter-Revolution, 1944-1963” under review at Hispanic American Historical Review 

2022 “As American as Child Separation” in ed. Tom Sugrue and Caitlin Zaloom, The Long Year: A 
2020 Reader (New York: Columbia University Press) 

2021 “Interpretative Challenges in the Archive: An Introduction” with Vanessa Freije, Journal of Social 
History Vol. 55, Issue 1, Fall 2021: 1-6 



** Co-editor with Vanessa Freije and Sarah Foss of Special Section in this issue of Journal of Social 
History: “Rumors, Falsified Documents, and Other Interpretative Challenges in the Latin 
American Archive,” Journal of Social History, Volume 55, Issue 1, Fall 2021: 1-126  

2021 “Intermediarios y migraciones en América Latina” with Santiago Muñoz Arbeláez, Historia 
Crítica, Issue 80, April 2021: 3-10 

 ** Co-editor with Santiago Muñoz Arbeláez of special journal issue of Historia Crítica, 
“Intermediarios y migraciones: agentes mediadores y lugares de tránsito” (Issue 80, April 2021)  

 

Non-refereed Articles  

2020 “Guatemalan Child Refugees, Then and Now,” NACLA (North American Congress on Latin 
America) November 13; essay using archival material from Chiapas to connect the history of tens 
of thousands of Guatemalan child refugees in Mexico in the 1980s to the contemporary plight of 
child migrants, as part of the Infancias y Migración Working Group convened by Nara Milanich and 
Isabella Cosse 

2017  “La Mega-Iglesia de Cash Luna,” El Faro Académico; invited contribution to special project of 
essays on economic power in Central America funded by the Ford Foundation (Spanish-
language) 

 

Academic Book Reviews 

2023 Review of J.T. Way, Agrotropolis: Youth, Street, and Nation in the New Urban Guatemala (University of 
California Press, 2021) in Hispanic American Historical Review (2023) 103 (2): 388-390  

2022 Review essay, “Reproductive Justice in Latin America” Latin American Research Review 57, no. 4 
(2022): 948-959. 

 Books under review: 

 Dora Barrancos, Historia minima de los feminismos en América Latina (El Colegio de México, 2020) 

 Paulo Drinot, The Sexual Question: A History of Prostitutions in Peru, 1850s-1950s (Cambridge 
University Press, 2020) 

 Ed. Elisabeth Jay Friedman, Seeking Rights from the Left: Gender, Sexuality, and the Latin American 
Pink Tide (Duke University Press, 2019) 

 Natalie L. Kimball, An Open Secret: The History of Unwanted Pregnancy and Abortion in Modern Bolivia 
(Rutgers University Press, 2020) 

 Jane Marcus-Delgado, The Politics of Abortion in Latin America: Public Debates, Private Lives (Lynne 
Rienner Publishers, 2019) 

 Katherine M. Marino, The Making of an International Human Rights Movement (University of North 
Carolina Press, 2019) 

 Cassia Roth, A Miscarriage of Justice: Women’s Reproductive Lives and the Law in Early Twentieth-Century 
Brazil (Stanford University Press, 2020) 

 Rachel Sieder, Demanding Justice and Security: Indigenous Women and Legal Pluralities in Latin America 
(Rutgers University Press, 2017) 

 



Selected Public Scholarship and Reviews 

2024 “On the Iron River” London Review of Books Vol. 46 No. 22; review essay about gun smuggling 
into Mexico and human smuggling of Central Americans through Mexico, on Ieva Jusionyte, 
Exit Wounds: How America’s Guns Fuel Violence Across the Border and Jason de León, Soldiers and 
Kings: Survival and Hope in the World of Human Smuggling  

2024 “Solve, Struggle, Invent: Cuba Speaks” London Review of Books Vol. 46 No. 11; review essay about 
oral history in Cuba on Elizabeth Dore, How Things Fall Apart: What Happened to the Cuban 
Revolution and Carlos Manuel Álvarez, The Tribe: Portraits of Cuba trans. Frank Wynne and Rahul 
Bery  

2024 “The Forest Eaters” New York Review of Books review essay on Eliane Brum’s Banzeiro Ókòtó: The 
Amazon as the Center of the World trans. Dianne Whitty, February 2024 issue 

2023 “Always Look in the Well” London Review of Books Vol. 45 No. 14 review essay on Alexa Hagerty, 
Still Life with Bones: Genocide, Forensics, and What Remains and Victoria Sanford, Textures of Terror: The 
Murder of Claudina Isabel Velásquez  

2023 “Do Cartels Exist? A Revisionist View of the Drug Wars” Harper’s Magazine July 2023: 79-85 
essay about state violence passing for the “war on drugs” in Mexico, drawing on Oswaldo 
Zavala, Drug Cartels Do Not Exist: Narcotrafficking in U.S. and Mexican Culture and Benjamin T. 
Smith, The Dope: The Real History of the Mexican Drug Trade 

2023  “An Amazonian Exodus” New York Review of Books review essay on Graciela Mochkofsky, The 
Prophet of the Andes: An Unlikely Journey to the Promised Land, trans. Lisa Dillman 

2022 “Sixty Years On: Colombia’s Truth Commission Report” London Review of Books Vol. 44 No. 20; 
essay on the history and politics of the Truth Commission Report on the armed conflict in 
Colombia 

2022 “Billionaires in the Dock” London Review of Books Vol. 44 No. 12; review essay on corruption 
allegations in Brazil based around Jorge Pontes and Márcio Anselmo, trans. Anthony Doyle, 
Operation Car Wash: Brazil’s Institutionalized Crime and the Inside Story of the Biggest Corruption Scandal in 
History  

2021 “No Bananas Today” London Review of Books Vol. 43 No. 23; review essay on the 1954 CIA-
backed coup in Guatemala and Mario Vargas Llosa’s novel Harsh Times 

2021 “‘I’ve Lost Everything to the Beast,’” New York Review of Books review essay on the history of 
MS-13 in deportations from Los Angeles to El Salvador 

2020 “Cage of Gold,” Harper’s Magazine September 2020: 82-88; review essay on the history of 
deportation from the United States to Mexico and Adam Goodman’s The Deportation Machine: 
America’s Long History of Expelling Immigrants   

2020 “Language Barrier,” The New Yorker January 6 2020: 26-31; reporting on the barriers Guatemalan 
migrants who speak Mayan languages face in the U.S. immigration system 

2019 “A Jagged Scrap of History: On the Shining Path,” Harper’s Magazine, July 2019: 87-94; review 
essay on Orin Starn and Miguel La Serna, The Shining Path: Love, Madness, and Revolution in the 
Andes 

2019 “It is very easy to die here,” London Review of Books, Vol. 41 No. 7: 19-21; review essay on two 
new books about the disappeared students of Ayotzinapa, Mexico 

2019 “Destined for Export,” Harper’s Magazine, April 2019: 47-54; reporting on adoptees searching for 
their birth parents in Guatemala 



2016 “Innocents,” Harper’s Magazine, October 2016: 55-68; reporting on abortion crimes cases in El 
Salvador 

2015 “Guatemala’s Civil Hangover,” NACLA (online), November 11, 2015; on Guatemala’s 
presidential election 

2015 “Displaced in the D.R.,” Harper’s Magazine, May 2015: 38-47; reporting on mass 
denationalizations of Dominican citizens of Haitian descent 

Translations 

2017 Translations for Heather Vrana, ed. Anti-Colonial Texts from Central American Student Movements, 
1929-1983 (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2017)  

 

FELLOWSHIPS AND HONORS 

Academic 

2022-2024    Russell Sage Foundation Research Grant for book project “The Returned: Deportation as 
Migration at the Personal, Family, and National Scale”  

2024 Adil Najam Prize and Fellowship for Advancing the Public Understanding of Global Affairs, 
Boston University  

2024 Grant from the Pardee Center for the Study of the Longer-Range Future  

2023 Grant from the Center on Forced Displacement at Boston University for a joint project with 
Sarah Sherman-Stokes (BU School of Law)  

2023 Seed Grant from the Global Development Policy Center at Boston University  

2022 Summer Faculty Exchange, Boston University/Universitá degli studi di Padova, Italy 

2021-2022 ACLS Faculty Fellowship  

2019 Best Dissertation Prize, New England Council of Latin American Studies, co-winner 

2019 NYU Outstanding Dissertation Award for the Humanities 

2019 NYU Dean’s Outstanding Dissertation Award  

2017 Mellon/ACLS Dissertation Completion Fellowship 

2017 Woodrow Wilson Dissertation Fellowship in Women’s Studies  

2015 Fulbright-IIE for Guatemala 

2015 Social Science Research Council International Dissertation Research Fellowship for Guatemala, 
Mexico, and El Salvador 

2015 Pre-Dissertation Summer Research Grant, New York University 

2014 Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Summer Grant for Brazil 

 

Public Writing 

2020       Appointed Contributing Editor at Harper’s Magazine 



2017 Overseas Press Club, Joe and Laurie Dine Citation for Human Rights Reporting for 
“Innocents,” Harper’s Magazine 
 

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 

Invited Talks 

2025 Until I Find You Book Presentation, Princeton University Latin America and Caribbean History 
Workshop, History Department (Feb 14) 

2024 Until I Find You Book Presentation, World History Committee Talk, Georgia State University 
(zoom) (Nov 13) 

2024 “Unearthing Hidden Truths: Guatemala’s Disappeared Children” conversation with Erin Siegal 
McIntyre and Stephanie DeGooyer, Global Studies, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
(Nov 7) 

2024  Until I Find You Book Presentation, History Department, Boston College (Nov 1) 

2024 Until I Find You class discussions (zoom): Brown University—“Politics of the Illicit Global 
Economy” (October 26), Brown University—“Law and Violence” (October 10) California State 
University, Los Angeles—“Family, Gender, and Power” (September 18), University of 
California, Berkeley—“Latin American History Graduate Seminar” (March 21), University of 
California, Davis “History of Human Rights” (March 7) 

2024 “Central America on the Move: Migration, Asylum, and Adoption,” with Jonathan Blitzer, 
Columbia University, April 18 

2024 Roundtable discussion of Until I Find You: Disappeared Children and Coercive Adoptions in Guatemala, 
Department of History and Department of Latin American and Latino Studies, University of 
Illinois Chicago, Chicago, April 9 

2024 Until I Find You: Disappeared Children and Coercive Adoptions in Guatemala, Smith College, 
Northampton MA, April 5 

2024 Until I Find You: Disappeared Children and Coercive Adoptions in Guatemala, History Department, 
Cambridge University, UK, March 13   

2024 Until I Find You: Disappeared Children and Coercive Adoptions in Guatemala, History of Gender and 
Sexuality Colloquium, University of California, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, March 5 

2024 Until I Find You: Disappeared Children and Coercive Adoptions in Guatemala, Program in Latin 
American, Caribbean, and Latinx Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, March 4 

2024 “Monday Evening Speaker Series: Guatemalan Adoptions,” Adoption Network Cleveland, 
February 19 (zoom) 

2023 Discussion with author Rodrigo Rey Rosa and literary critic Merve Emre on literature and 
history in Guatemala, Remarque Institute, New York University, New York City, May 2  

2023 “‘We are here because you were there’: surviving civil wars and migrating from El Salvador and 
Guatemala” Trinity University, as part of the Álvarez Seminar Series, San Antonio TX, February 
3 

2023 “‘The Right Not to Migrate: Indigenous Migration from Guatemala, 1980s to the Present” 
University of Texas San Antonio, San Antonio TX February 1 

2022 “History of ‘Irregular Adoption’ in Guatemala” with Gemma Givens and Carmen Monico, 
organized by the adoptee organization Next Generation Guatemala (streaming online), April 24  



2022 “Elections and Left Turns in Chile and Honduras” with Harley Shaiken and Patricio Nava, 
University Seminar Series, Columbia University (zoom) February 3 

2021 “Reverse Keynote” at Johns Hopkins University Department of the History of Medicine 
conference, “Critical Conversations on Reproductive Health/Care: Past, Present, and Future,” 
February 3-7 (zoom)  

2020 “Child Theft and Adoptions as Political Violence: Considering Guatemala Together with the 
U.S., Canada, and Australia,” Columbia International History Workshop, Columbia University, 
October 21 (zoom) 

2020  “Legal Implications of Forced and Commercial Adoptions: Guatemala 1980s to the Present” 
Yale Law School, New Haven, CT March 4 2020 

2020  “Guatemalan Maya Migration, the Civil War, and the Chixoy Dam Project: From the 1980s to 
the Present” World Bank, Latin America Division Poverty and Inequality Meeting, Washington 
DC, February 28 2020 

2020 “Guatemalan Maya Migration to the U.S. from the 1980s to the Present” Oklahoma State 
University, Stillwater OK, February 10 2020 

2019 “Adoptions as a Form of Political Violence: Guatemala 1982-1986,” Yale MacMillan Center 
Council on Latin American and Iberian Studies, Yale University, New Haven CT, October 31 
2019 

2019 “Jaladoras, Criminality, and Consent in Private Adoptions” Columbia University Seminar on 
American Studies, New York, NY March 5 

2019 “Adoptions During State Terror: Indigenous Children in Guatemala, 1982-1986” New York City 
Latin American History Workshop, February 1 

2019  “Ethics of International Adoption,” Centre for Ethics, University of Toronto, Toronto Canada, 
January 28 

2018 “Human Rights in Latin America,” Bedford Hills Correctional Facility, New York, December 13 

2018 “Founding the Counterrevolutionary Welfare State in Cold War Guatemala,” Cold War Center at 
Tamiment Library, New York University, March 29 

 

Invited Workshops 

2024 “Illegalities in International Adoptions,” Anti-Corruption Advocacy Network, George Mason 
University (zoom), February 14  

2023 Bucerius Young Scholars Forum, “Histories of Migration,” Berkeley, CA and Sitka, Alaska 
September 18-24 

2023 Kandersteg Seminar, “Webs and Borders: Interstate Orders and Entanglement,” Kandersteg, 
Switzerland, May 26-30 

2022 “Revolutionary Cuba as Refuge for and Threat to Guatemalan Families” as part of conference 
organized by Isabella Cosse, “The Afterlives of Childhood in Cuba: Return and Desexilio for 
Latin Americans Exiled in Cuba as Children” jointly between Columbia University Institute of 
Latin American Studies and Latin American Studies Association, New York, NY, May 7 

2016 “Aftermath of Mass Denationalization in the Dominican Republic,” Rendering Stateless 
Symposium, Bowdoin College, Brunswick ME, November 3-4 



 

Conference Participation 

2025 “Writing Right-Wing Histories of Guatemala,” as part of “Archives, Fragments, and the Writing 
of History,” American Historical Association, New York, January 2-5 

2024 “Legacies of Empire: Migration” as part of “Decolonizing International Relations” at The 
Fletcher School at Tufts University, Boston, October 24  

2024 Presenter, “Transformations of Identity and Belonging” at the “Future of Borders,” hosted by 
Boston University Center on Forced Displacement, Boston March 23 

2023 “Enquêter sur les pratiques illicites dans l’adoption international d’enfants: Quelles sources et 
méthodes pour les sciences humaines et sociales?” Université d’Angers, Angers, France June 19-
20 

2022 “Mass Violence and its Lasting Impact on Indigenous Peoples—The Case of the Americas and 
Australia/Pacific Region,” October 9-13, 2022, held at the Center for Advanced Genocide 
Research, University of Southern California 

2022 Presenter, “Deporting MS-13 to El Salvador” American Historical Association, February 25 
(zoom) 

2022 Commenter, “Insurgency and Daily Life in Peru, 1980-1992,” American Historical Association, 
February 26 (zoom) 

2019 Presenter, “Adopciones forzadas en los años 80,” Guatemala Scholars Network, Antigua 
Guatemala, July 11-13 

2019 Organizer and Presenter, “Forced Adoptions of Indigenous Children from Guatemala (1981-
1986),” Society for the History of Children and Youth, Sydney Australia, June 26-28  

2019  Presenter, “De la tesis al libro: sobre la publicación y otros desafíos del inicio de la carrera 
profesional,” Latin American Studies Association, Boston MA, May 24-27 

2019 Chair, “Journalists at Risk,” at “Politics of the Present: Crisis of Democracy,” Heyman Center 
for the Humanities at Columbia University, New York NY, April 11 

2019 Organizer and Chair, “Katherine Marino Book Presentation—Feminism for the Americas: The 
Making of an International Human Rights Movement,” Heyman Center for the Humanities at 
Columbia University, New York NY, April 9 

2019 Presenter, “Indigenous Migrants from Guatemala and Deportation as Mass Migration,” at 
“Central American Migration in North America: Economies and Political Productivity,” Institute 
of Latin American Studies and Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Race at Columbia 
University, New York NY, April 4-5 

2019 Chair, “New Books in the Society of Fellows: Who Owns the News: A History of Copyright by Will 
Slauter,” Heyman Center for the Humanities at Columbia University, New York NY, March 12 

2018 Commenter, “Neoliberalism and Right-Wing Theories of Progress,” at “Transnational 
Counterrevolution: Ideas and Practices of the Right in Latin America’s Cold War” at Institute of 
Latin American Studies at Columbia University, New York NY, November 9-10 

2018 Co-Organizer and Presenter, “Moral Panic over Adoptions in Guatemala, 1988-1996,” Rocky 
Mountain Council for Latin American Studies, Reno NV April 4-7  

2018 Presenter, “Politics of the Welfare State and Adoptions in Guatemala,” American Historical 
Association (Conference on Latin American History), Washington D.C., January 4-7  



2017 Presenter, “Civil War Era Adoptions in Guatemala: From Humanitarianism to Commerce,” 
American Historical Association (Conference on Latin American History), Denver CO, January 
5-7 

2017 Panelist, “Evidence, Methods, and Narrative: Writing History as Journalism,” History in Action 
Conference, Columbia University, New York NY, March 3 

2016 Presenter, “‘The Sentence’: Towards a History of Mass Denationalization in the Dominican 
Republic,” American Society for Legal History, Toronto Canada, October 27-30    

2016 Presenter, “Adoption during Guatemala’s Civil War,” Tepoztlán Institute, Tepoztlán Mexico, 
July 20-27 

2016 Presenter, “An International Adoption Boom in 1970s Guatemala: Family Law, Biological 
Mothers, and Adoption Facilitators,” Latin American Studies Association, New York NY, May 
27-30 

2015 Presenter, “‘Bad Seed’: The Politics of Adoption during the Guatemalan Civil War,” Latin 
American Studies Association, San Juan Puerto Rico, March 20-23 

Guest Lectures outside Boston University 

2020 Guest Lecture on the Mexican dirty war and Ayotzinapa, Literary Journalism class with Adam 
Shatz, Bard, November 20 (zoom) 

2020 Guest Lecture to “Journalism, Politics, and Power in Latin America” class with Tony Wood, 
Princeton University, October 26 (zoom) 

2020 Guest Lecture to Magazine Journalism class with Eliza Griswold, New York University, April 13 
(zoom) 

2020 Guest Lecture to MA class with Annie Hylton on Investigative Journalism at Sciences Po, Paris, 
January 27 (zoom) 

 

Conferences Organized 

2019 Co-organized with Brian Goldstone, “Uncertain States: Narrative Journalism and its Limits,” 
Heyman Center for the Humanities at Columbia University, October 4 

2019 Co-organized with Sarah Foss and Vanessa Freije, “Rumors, Falsified Documents, and Other 
Interpretative Challenges in the Latin American Archive,” Heyman Center for the Humanities at 
Columbia University, May 17-18  

 

Boston University Events, Talks, and Guest Lectures 

2024 Panelist, “Behind the Headlines: America’s Election and its Global Impact” Pardee School of 
Global Studies, September 12 

2024 Discussant, Book Panel on Contested Americans: Mixed-Status Families in Anti-Immigrant Times, by 
Cassaundra Rodriguez, Center on Innovation in Social Science 

2023 Panelist, “Public Writing Workshop” Center on Innovation in Social Science, December 12 

2023 Panel Discussion, “Research on Tap: Migrant Journeys” Center on Forced Displacement, April 6 

2023 Panel Discussion, “Large Grants Panel,” Center for Innovation in Social Science, April 6 



2023 Speaker, “Links Between Civil-War Violence Against Indigenous Women and Contemporary 
Migration from Guatemala” Human Capital Initiative Symposium, Global Development Policy 
Center, March 24  

2020 Panel Discussion, “The U.S. Elections: Latin American Perspectives,” December 4 

2020 Panel Discussion, “Migration Policy, Border Issues, and Campus Reflections on Hostile Terrain 
94” with Susan Akram, Adela Pineda, Jeffrey Rubin, Ana Villareal, and David Carballo, October 
15 (zoom) 

2020 Book Roundtable with Jorge Heine and Tom Farer on Migration and Integration: The Case for 
Liberalism with Borders, April 4 (zoom) 

 

TEACHING 

I have taught undergraduate and graduate courses at Boston University, Columbia University, and New York 
University. My current core offerings are Introduction to Latin America, Drugs and Security in 
the Americas, U.S.-Latin American Relations, and History of Deportation. 

 

MANUSCRIPT REVIEW 

University of California Press  

Rutgers University Press 

Left History 

Rethinking History 

Global Environment  

Age of Revolutions 

International Feminist Journal of Politics  

Radical Americas 

 

MISC. 

Humanities advisor to documentary filmmaker Gabrielle Ewing on her film “Credible Fear,” about a 
Guatemalan asylum-seeker living in Massachusetts 

 

SERVICE 

To the Profession 

2020- present Member of International Committee, Organization of American Historians 

2021 Member of Selection Committee, LASA/Oxfam America Martin Diskin Lectureship, Latin American 
Studies Association 

Boston University 

Fall 2024-present member of Diversity and Action Team (DIAT) led by Vincent Stephens, College of Arts 
and Sciences 



Fall 2024 search committee for Full Professor specialized in Latin American Studies, Pardee School of Global 
Studies 

2023-2024 University-wide Hub Committee governing distribution requirements 

Fall 2023 search committee for Assistant Professor of Global History, Pardee School of Global Studies 

Fall 2023 search committee for Assistant Professor of European Imperialism, History Department, Boston 
University 

Spring 2023 Pardee School Student Prize Committee 

Spring 2023 Pardee School of Global Studies Admissions Committee 

2020-2021 Pardee School of Global Studies Admissions Committee 

2019-2020  Pardee School of Global Studies Academic Council 

 

Other 

2019- present Advisor to the board for Next Generation Guatemala—an organization for Guatemalan 
adoptees abroad 

2019- present Expert witness for asylum cases  

2020-present Application reviewer for Periplus Mentorship Collective—an organization of writers and 
editors promoting and mentoring BIPOC writers 

 

Boston University Affiliations 

2023-present Affiliate of the BU Global Development Policy Center 

2022-present Affiliate of the BU Center on Forced Displacement 

2022-present Affiliate of the BU Center for Innovation in Social Science  

 

LANGUAGES 

Spanish (near-native) 

German (proficient) 

Italian (proficient) 

Portuguese (reading) 

 

MEMBERSHIPS 

Latin American Studies Association 

American Historical Association 

Conference on Latin American History 

Guatemala Scholars Network 

Organization of American Historians 


