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ARTICLE

Introduction
T.G. Otte

School of History, University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK

Diplomacy is the art of the possible, not of the ideal. 

Erik Goldstein.1

‘Si monumentum requiris, circumspice.’ The advice to visitors to 
Christopher Wren’s most famous creation applies no less to the honorand of 
this collection of essays. A founder-editor of Diplomacy & Statecraft and then 
for a long time its sole editor, Erik Goldstein established the journal as the pre- 
eminent periodical in the fields of international history, diplomatic studies, 
and international relations. That these fields are widely recognised as produ-
cing some of the best of current scholarship owes something to his shrewd 
stewardship of the journal, which under him has become—and has remained 
since—a fixed point in the academic landscape. Such services to scholarship 
often go unnoticed and unrecognised. A group of friends and colleagues, 
drawn from different phases of his career, have come together to pay tribute 
to Erik’s contribution with this offering on the occasion of his 65th birthday.

No less important, Erik’s contribution to the wider field of international 
history, diplomacy, and statecraft—both past and present—consists of 
a significant body of scholarly works. His career bears a transatlantic aspect; 
his research interests, however, transgress the Atlantic world. The product of 
Tufts and Cambridge, he taught at both universities before moving to 
Birmingham (1984–1998), where he helped to create a vibrant graduate 
programme in international studies, and then to Boston University (1998– 
present), whose Department of International Relations (now the Pardee 
School of Global Studies) he served as chair for twelve years.

Erik cut his teeth as a professional historian on the 1919 peace settlement, 
with which period his name remains closely associated.2 Periods of wider 
systemic change are, in fact, a significant focus of his output.3 It is the hallmark 
of his writings that they delineate with great lucidity and precision the 
variegated organisational foreign policy structures and the different networks 
of people at work within them. What gives them their special flavour is the 
emphasis on placing foreign policy-making processes in broader contexts. 
They include domestic matters.4 Crucially, they also encompass deeper 
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intellectual and other currents. Nor do they ignore policy cul-de-sacs into 
which internal deliberations not infrequently led. Appreciating routes not 
taken invariably makes for a more discerning understanding of past 
decisions.5

Underlying Erik’s work is a subtle sense for the intricate realities of inter-
national politics and for the significance of contingency in them, especially the 
role of personalities, their foibles, follies, and failings. His appreciation of these 
aspects is embedded, however, in a firm grasp of the ‘hard’ elements of power, 
particularly—an important consideration in twentieth-century international 
affairs—of armaments.6 Geopolitical constraints also play an important role in 
his historical analyses—Namier’s rule of ‘odd and even numbers’ is a frequent 
point of reference in his lectures and talks, themselves models of lucidity, 
inspiring and entertaining. Geopolitics has often suggested its own particular 
focus of research.7 Here, the varied and complex history of the Levant and the 
wider Eastern Mediterranean region has exercised a particular and never 
flagging attraction for Erik’s scholarship.8

Like any good historian, he appreciates that political history—broadly 
defined—develops far greater explanatory force if it encompasses cultural 
and other background influences that shape national and international dis-
courses. Cultural diplomacy and transnational exchanges in the heritage and 
preservation movements, especially in a transatlantic context, form another 
area to which his scholarship has made an important contribution.9 Foreign 
policy is not made by politicians and officials alone but throughout history has 
benefitted from a significant input by historians and other academics. In this 
area too Erik’s work has added enormously to our understanding of such 
processes, just as he himself has taken a very practical interest in the training of 
budding diplomats, which began with his participation in the British govern-
ment’s Know How Fund programme for diplomats from former Soviet-bloc 
countries in the early 1990s.10

With these concerns, perhaps inevitably, comes a deep appreciation of the 
tools of international statecraft which is the golden thread that runs through 
Erik Goldstein’s oeuvre. This takes two forms. There is the historian’s empha-
sis on the need for historical contextualisation in studying the evolution of 
modern diplomatic practice; but there is also an abiding interest in the 
functioning of the present-day international system.11

Erik Goldstein’s contribution to the growing field of diplomacy and state-
craft as a teacher and mentor, friend and colleague, and scholar and writer has 
touched the lives of many, and it will continue to do so. The contributors to 
this collection feel it a privilege to offer these essays in honour of the man and 
the scholar. Bach’s ‘Musical Offering’ was on a theme by a king. This collection 
does not aspire to the sublime heights of Bachian counterpoint and fugues, but 
it does play on major themes that Erik Goldstein developed in his own works.
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A global pandemic is perhaps not to the best of times for producing 
a festschrift, and it is with profound regret that we record that two contribu-
tions—though fortunately not their authors—became COVID-casualties.
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