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Macron, Islam and
secularism in France

The country is battling a new wave of horrific terror attacks

For the second time in two weeks
France is mourning a national tragedy,
after a knife-wielding attacker killed
three people ata church in Nice. The
suspected terrorist attack followed the
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It’s time for cost-benefit analysis of restrictions

Yousay that England’s Iockdown is
necessary (“England’s new lockdown is
necessary but late”, The FT View,
November 2), but that the economic
and wellbeing costs will be hard to
ear. Unless you know the size o(the
latter

presented were epidemiological. No
information was given on the economic

how do you know the former ju dgmem
is correct?

Like others, I watched the
announcement speech by Boris
Johnson, the prime minister. The data

Driefings. The prime minister should
now put half a dozen economists on

A new constitution is the
framework Chile needs

‘Your editorial “Lessons from Latin
America’s fallen angel” (FT View,
October 29) on Chile’s recent plebiscite

and mental health costs or on the Sage. It is time to make balanced alxmt anew constitution misses the
intergenerational unfairness of pushing | choices. The FT should be demandinga | point
decades of debt on to our young clear cost-benefit analysis. The l.nslezd of welcoming the fact that
people. epidemiological emotional mnnopoly the country through an orderly
benefi forever ifiti election overwhelmingly embraces the
calculations by David Miles, Sanjay ‘o account. process of giving itself a new charter to
Reddy, Bob Rowthorn and co-authors Andrew Oswald replace the one inherited from the
concluded the costs of lockdowns. Professor of d Behavioural | military di ip, it belittles it
outweigh the gains. Yet those kinds of | Science Despite many reforms to it, the 1980

numbers are not shown in government

University of Warwick, Coventry, UK

constitution remains a deeply flawed
and Your

Covid-19 exposes our
failure to tackle inequality
Covid-19 has puta glaring spotlight on
the inequalities that existin this

country: poor children going hungry,
the highest levels of obesity, I

ities they deserved,
city outskirts. The murders showed
France does indeed have a problem
with a small minority whose distorted
interpretation of Tslam can be used to

ten ore in affluent
areas, rising unemployment and more.
This neads to be addressed long term
and preferably involving all sectors and
political parties, but previous attempts

Torrific murder of a schoolteacherby justify or inspire acts of violence. The | don't augur well.
an Islamist radical. Samuel Paty, who  motivation of Paty’s killer was easy to In the short term, we must

had shown his pupls cartoons of the  establsh. French saythe | implement we know will
Prophet ina assaultin hallmarks ofan | help the poorest: free meals during
was beheaded in the sIreetonOcmber islamist attack — albeitapparentlynot | school holidays, continuing the

16. Between the two events, French  ahomegrownone. furlough scheme and increasing
president Emmanuel Macron  Even foracountry traumatised by | universal credit. These will help many
‘prompted outrage inthe Muslimworld ~ recent terrorist outrages, the latest | of the poorest and vulnerable and is
for allegedly insulting Islam. In his  incidents have shocked. Teachershave | whata rich country can doto shareits

‘homage to Paty last week, Mr Macron
.said: "Wewillnotreno\moemﬂmns or

‘The president was earlier criticised
by some for stigmatising Muslims after
laying out a strategy for tackling radi-
«cal Islamism in France. Mr Macron’s
Tesort to a “separatist” rhetoric was
unfortunate. He had been under

ightand far-
Tight opposition for allegedly beingtoo
lax against extremist forms of
“political Islam” and not aggressive
enough in defending France’s tradition
of secularism.

E\llﬂle notion: LhatMI Macmn isout

acari-
«cature of both of his interventions.
Some ministers, however, have lamen-
tably used terminology favoured by the
far-right, showing it is easy to veer into
stigmatisation. Too many in France’s
political elite seem ill at ease with the
private choices of a large minority.
They are unwilling to reconcile their
secularism with the sentiment of Mus-
limswho see denigration of the prophet
asan attackon their religion.

Mr Macron set out measures in early
‘October that included a ban on home
schooling and tighter controls on reli-
gious and cultural associations. He bal-
‘anced his message by admitting the

hstate had too often failed to.gh
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Labour anti-Semitism row

editorial also minimises the role of
elections in democracies.
It erects instead the opinion of

leaves a lot of questions business as somehow more relevant.
In his letter (November 2) praising 1n 200 years of independent history,
Keir Starmer for taking action against | Chile has had three constitutions.
Jeremy Corbyn, Sebastian Monblat (dating from 1833, 1925 and 1980,
disregards the fact that the current respectively), none of them the
Labour leader had been content to product of a democratically elected
serve in Mr Corbyn's shadow cabinet | body.
for a considerable period and ‘This will now be remedied, and the
campaigned for him to be prime 155-member constitutional convention,
‘minister in the election of less than a be elected on the basis of gender
year ago. parity on April 11 next year, offersa
The problem of anti-Semitisminthe | great opportunity.

Labour party under Mr Corbyn has 1t will provide Chile with a
been wellknown fora longtime and St | constitutional framework to

the challenges of the new century. This
lgnnram. abﬂut this lmnl publication of | task is hampered by the current,

‘the recent report. Apart from Mr
Corbyn's supporters, no one else was.
Unless Sir Keir can come up witha

Muslim ‘the opportun-

The battle to save UK
businesses in lockdown

Fiscal measures will provide a boost but clarity is just as important

‘When Britain wem. into its first l(K‘.k'
downin March, pul

away an esumamd 70m pints of beer
‘efore they could eventually reopen in
July. This was just one of many costs
forced onto the UK’s businesses by the
sudden measures to halt the spread of
coronavirus. It is probably inevitable
that as a place where people mingle
indoors, the hospitality industry is a
ey target of England’s new national
Tockdown. Unlike in spring, however,
the suddenness of the change — and
with it many of the same costs — could
‘'have been avoided.

Having encouraged workers to go
back to work in September before
Teversing course in October, Prime
Minister Boris Johnson’s government
launched the new lockdown after he
ruled out the option just days before.
‘While a need to change course as the
facts change is understandable, the
gover ’s repeated U-turns create

obsolete charter, whose main concern
is protecting private property, and
limiting the role of the state, confining

an elevated status in public life. They ern. better one is forced to it to a subsidiary role.
helped form Lhe naunn in Lhe lzle 19th ‘Now we learn from Sarah O'Connor’s conclude that his personal interests Jorge Heine
ntury, - | column that e have the lowest Say you are a couple, outof work due | trumped his principles until he had Former Chilean Cabinet Minister and
ular republic among i mandatory sick pay for people affected | to coronavirus, with a four-year-old secured the party leadership. Ambassador
attack on Paty was an attack on the | by Covid-19 (“Threadbare sick payisa | child. Your standard universal credit | John S Burton Research Professor, Frederick S Pardee
republic itself. Understandably, it | false economy”, Opinion, October 27), | allowance would have risen in April by | Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, UK School of Global Studies
spurred Mr Macron and others to | on which the 26 per cent of people about £90 a month between you, or £3 ‘Boston University
defend secularism, including the right | working for mean and uncaring a day. For your child, you received an ‘One way UK can salvage Boston, MA, US
to blaspheme. Although born out of | employershave torely. Onjust£95a | additionalincrease of £4 amonth,or | . B . . ,
iclericali ism, | week it means that many who are 15p aday. its reputation with Europe Calling them ‘strongmen’
enshrined ina 1905 law, is notabout | meant to isolate cannot aﬂon‘l todoso That's £3.15 2 day, or about a pnum‘l Christopher Sterling raises an .
i i e || Zwili i || pem= Yyt jnt in hisletter | JUST €NCOUrages autocrats
from state institutions and so protect- know they are. ot well. Thls ismotjust | their entire increase in welfare “Transatlantic alliance has little Your piece “Brussels urged to step up
ing individual freedom of religious | about This one child, and thereisno | holding it together” (October 26). Belarus sanctions” (November 2) calls
expression. The same principle of | isaboutall of usand we needanyone | increase in their housing and utiity However the divergence between Alexander Lukashenko a “strongman”
puttingindividual rights before collec- | whomay have the virusto stay home | bills. Europe and America presents an leader. It just the latest example of
i i i protecting | and not infect others. The evidence Irecall that this was intended to opportunityfor Europe to become your using this epithet to describe
theri Insultinga faith | that care hy paid sick pay were | replace the £2.50 per icated to | much the world.
is permitted, but notan individualon | lesslikely to have Covid-19is- an eligible child during term time, and presents a unique opportunity for It's a bad habit. Stop it. Call them
thebasisoftheirfaith. compell before the pandemic struck. the UK to salvage something positive | “bully”. Call them “oppressor”. Call
“There can be no excuse: we must Something does not add up. from the whole Brexit debacle, namely | them “obdurate”. Call them
i itivity. | provide free meals to needy children, | Dhruv Narayanan o forge a “special relationship”, this “inflexible”.
Paty told pupils who mightbeoffended | we must pay people who are London, EC4, UK time with its key continental partners. Call them “masking their inner
to look away. Many French Muslims quarantined to stay at home and not go . S 'Awin —and in terms of pride too. ‘weakness with outer bmdo or "mn
have learnt to live with it, but donot | towork and spread coronavirus Do we call this ‘milking’ Whatever i Tacki thy and imagi
like it. Mr Macron might have made | further. Theseare an urgent response | (o veoa Jebate? parmershavehzdmththem'msh be able to understand andp]aymcely
both points in his homage. Buthewas | to a crisis, but we must not forget that €8 . ‘government the respect and with people who are different from
right to exalt freedom of expressionas | weneed to committoaddressingthe | In response to Susie Bell’s comment appreciation of the role of the British | them”. But don'tcall them “Strong”. It
the enemy of and existinthiscountry | that oat milkis mostly water (“Beer armed forces in s coll only
ignorance. That is all the more so | and that certainly requiresanational | and burgers are one thing, but millkis | security has never been in doubt. FinnJackson
against criticism from governments | long-term approach. different”, Letters, October 31) T would Abigger UK involvement in Europe’s | Blewbury, Oxfordshire, UK
that themselves deny religious | Christine Hancock point out cow's milcis also mostly security can only pay dividends in i
freedom or ignore the repression of | Founder of C3 Collaborating for Health water, in per ‘terms of strategic ith US election offers no easy
lis iti i _Former of | centwater, the same percentage as ‘Germany and France. . .
s Mursing store-bought oat milk. For asstart the government should choices, whoever wins
London SE1, UK She also says cow’s milk “has been reinstate the Allied Rapid Reaction May I slightly revise Simon Kuper’s
) proved over millennia to be highly Corps and return the Hussar and commentary (“If Biden wins, what's
Johnson needs to do his nutritious”, but then so have oats,and | Lancer regiments to Germany inlight | nextfor Trump — and Trumpism?”
mconms.md almonds and soyabeans. | of President Donald Trump's 'Magazine, FT Weekend, October 31).
sums on school meals millcis “an fUS troops. Talk of ‘What about: “If Mr Biden packed the
As referenced in the articleby Philip | entirely natural product”. Unlike the | dispensing the tank needs to be court with his own justices, the
Stephens (“Rashford hasalessonfor | blend of oats, water and salt that I dropped like a red hot brick. institution would instantly lose
all politicians”, Opinion, October 30), | make inmy kitchen, and use with ‘There are also job opportunities from | legitimacy with nearly [the other] half
the prime minister has argued that cereal and tea? these strategic relationships. For of Americans™
“higher welfare payments from central | Oatmill's ff heinmetall BAE Systs Timur Gok
gov and ibuted | human health h factory at Telford i ishard | Friendship, ME, US
by local councils already cover the writes. The long-term effects on atwork producing new tanks including
additional costs faced by poor families | human health from oats are well asuccessor to Challenger 2 —a joint
when schools are closed”, known. Whatever one’s definition of /German venture. These jobs will be $f:‘h”:$j’ﬂ"s g‘;gl’j e
in online shopping and pubs and res- Regardless of the morality or costs | milk, thi was cream | needed withall that's going on with R = T
taurants in many busi- | associated with free school meals, this | of the crop. covid. Coid response shows Infaton and rates no
nesses are even less able to survive a is untrue. Let me illustrate witha Michael Rivelin john Barstow longer dictate limits on debt, says Gavyn Davles
lockdown than they were in March. | typical example. Sheffield, South Yorkshire, UK Pulborough, West Sussex, UK vwwft.com/opinion
Credit faciliti Deendravn d.

and cash reserves used up. The deci-
sion to extend the furlough scheme by
amonth is welcome, as is greater sup-
port for the self-employed. But rent
and other costs willstill need to be paid
— Revo, the retail property organisa-
tion, warned yesterday that property
owners have already sustained £4.5bn
inlostrent.

‘With restrictions set to continue
regionally even after the nationwide
lockdown s eased, it is now clear eco-
nomic support will be needed in some
form throughout the winter. That
means clear criteria on when the
schemesare available; the Scottishand
Welsh governments and local leaders
in northern England can rightly point
outthat! was only

‘serious economic as well as political
costs. Companies need to plan for the
future. The priority now must be to set
‘outa sustainable long-term strategy for

extended once southern England was
faced with lockdown.
Anewmix of policieswill be needed,
oo, to provide more support for indi-
i laid

Businesses warned on Monday that
‘they stand to lose millions of pounds in
Tevenue thanks to the shutdown of hos-
pitality and non-essential shops during
the key Christmas period, when many
reach break-even for the year. While
the government says England’s lock-
down will end on December 2, few
companies now trust the ever-chang-
ing messaging. Many ask why they

taining what may prove to be unviable
“zombie” companies or jobs. Gaps in
the furlough scheme, created at short
notice in March, mean many workers
and businesses have been treated very
differently despite starting n the same
place. Future schemes need to be more
carefully targeted to sectors that are
worst affected or forced by govern-
‘mentorderstoclose.

invested somuch in theirbusi-  The best help the government can
nesses safer only tobe closed again. In provide s to set out a realistic frame-

he ci Mr Johnson's deci-  work for keeping con-
<ion to il ant of an at  trol oncethe comes tn

The growing
political clout
of Indian
Americans

New Delhi
Notebook

by Amy Kazmin

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODN/FTUS/Default.aspx

Asthe US presidential election
entered its final stretch, T logged into
Twitter to find many of my Indian-
American friends, professional
contacts and others from south Asia’s
diaspora tweeting the meaning of
their names with the hashtag
#Mynameis. They were doctors,
lawyers, epidemiologists, journalists
and civil servants with names like
‘Somini, Bhramar, Anand, Hari
and Preet. They were joined by
Americans with names refl

Toots in other parts of the world.

lean oy Democrat,
despite Mr Trump’s energetic efforts
to court them. “There has been a lot of
discussion . . . about why Indian
‘Americans are not more inclined
towards Republicans. Perhaps this
should be exhibit A?” Mr Vaishnav,
the study’s co-author, tweeted.
‘Although they make up less than 1
per cent of registered US voters,
Indian-Americans wield growing
electoral influence. While many live in
solidly blue states such as California,
New Yorkand New jersey, they also

he di: in Houston last year. His.
trip to India in February, when he
spoke at a110,000-seat stadium in Mr
'Modi's political hornetown, was also
seen as partly a salvo in his re-election
campaign. The bonhomie fuelled
Trump-camp hopes of swinging
Indian-Americans to vote Repub]mn
this year. In September, Mr
son Eric told Indian Voices for '[‘rulnp
in Atlanta: “we as a family, we truly
loveyou . . . my father will never,
never, ever let you down’”.

 Yet such overtures seem to have had

The night before, at a rally for
President Donald Trump in Macon,
Georgia, Republican Senator David
Perdue had mocked the name of
Democratic vice-presidential
candidate, Kamala Harris, whose
‘mother immigrated to the US from
India. “KAH-ma-la, Ka-MAH-la or

states including Florida, Pennsylvanla
and Michigan, as well as in Texas.

“If you are swing voter in a swing.
state or a blue voter in swing state,
‘you begin to matter,” says Devesh
Kapur, co-author of The other one
Percent: Indians in America and of the
recent study on the community’s

‘with the survey of
Indian-American voters finding just
22 per cent in favour of Mr Trump’s
re-election, and 72 per cent
supporting Mr Biden. “The
Republican party has a brand image
problem — it is seen as fundamentally
unwelcoming to many mmnnnes,
says Mr Vaishnav. Indian-/

Kamala-mala-mala —1don’tknow — | political attitudes. — mainly Hindus and adherents of
whatever;” he sneered, ina tone Indian-Americans’ electoral weight | other non-proselytising religions — are
redolent of a playground bull issettogrow. Over the nextdecade, | alsouncomfortable with evangelical
s mangling of the name, which Mr Kapur says around 50,000 to Christians’ influence over the party,
‘means “lotus” in Sanskrit, brought 60,000 Indian immigrants a year will | he says. “It strikes them as intolerant.”
roars of approval from the crowd. 1t | be eligible for naturalisation, and To Mr Kapur, the kind of prejudice
didritgo down as well with the around 40,000 US bomn children of | expressed at Mr Perdue’s allyisa
stimated Indian- will come of age each | short sighted own:goa,alienating
American voters in Georgia, arapidly | year. jties whose infl i
iversifyi affluent, Indian- growing in Republican strongholds.

Mr Trump and his Democratic
challenger joe Biden are running neck-

and-neck

‘Americans, whose median household
income of $120,000 is double the US
averace a<anatnral canstimency

“To capture the present, Republicans
are sacrificing the future;” he says. “If

von were 2 forward-thinkine nartv.
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