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“Wilderness, Morality, and 1V alue presents the best explanation of — and the
best introduction to — the philosophical literature on the concept and value
of wilderness. The writing is so clear-minded, uncontentious, and informed
that it convinces the reader that while there is still much to be written and
thought about the subject, Duclos has given us the surest footing we have
on current debates about the moral, aesthetic, spiritual, scientific, and other
philosophical arguments about the value of wilderness and the reasons for
preserving it.”

— Mark Sagoff, George Mason University

“This book, written by a professed lover of wilderness, is a sustained
discussion — honest, fair-minded, and undogmatic — of a challenge to
wilderness preservation. Wilderness areas are populated with animals whose
lives are filled with appalling suffering. I know of no better or more careful
weighing of the claims of animal advocates and wilderness preservationists
than that in Duclos’s lucid and eloquent book.”

— Jeff McMahan, University of Oxford
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“Wilderness, Morality and 1 alue stages an important intervention into current
environmental ethics. Whether you agree with his argument or not, this
book is well worth reading; it makes an insightful and original contribution
to ongoing ethical debates about the idea of wilderness and why we should
value it.”

— Clare Palmer, Texas A&M University

ABOUT THE BOOK

What if wilderness is bad for wildlife? This unexpected question—and its surprising answer—motivates the philosophical
investigation in Wilderness, Morality, and 1 alne. Environmentalists typically want to protect wilderness, and for good reasons.
But wilderness entails unremittent, incalculable suffering for its non-human habitants. Given that it will become increasingly
possible to ameliorate some of this suffering, the morality of wilderness preservation is itself called into question. What we
find is that the technological and ethical reality of the Anthropocene warrants a fundamental reassessment of the value of
wilderness. Joshua S. Duclos undertakes this reassessment by clarifying the idea of wilderness after decades of confusion.
After exposing the moral ambiguity of wilderness preservation, he explores the value of wilderness itself by engaging with
anthropocentricism and nonanthropocentrism; sentientism, biocentrism, and ecocentrism; instrumental value and intrinsic
value. Duclos argues that value of wilderness is a narrow form of anthropocentric intrinsic value, one with a religio-spiritual
dimension. By integrating scholarship from bioethics on the norms of engineering human nature with debates in
environmental ethics concerning the prospect of engineering non-human nature, Wilderness, Morality, and Valne sets the stage
for wilderness ethics—or wilderness faith—in the Anthropocene.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Joshua S. Duclos holds a PhD in philosophy from Boston University. He teaches philosophy and humanities at St. Paul's
School in Concord, New Hampshire.
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