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Pardee Center mission

The Frederick S. Pardee Center for the Study of 
the Longer-Range Future at Boston University 
conducts interdisciplinary and policy-
relevant research on a wide range of issues 
that contribute to long-term improvements in 
the human condition. Through programs of 
scholarship and outreach, the Pardee Center 
works to disseminate the collective knowledge 
and experience of scholars and practitioners in 
an effort to ensure that decisions made today 
lead to better outcomes tomorrow.

A Global Perspective

The Pardee Center focuses on broad issues with 
significance for the well-being of future generations across 
the globe. Our interdisciplinary scholarship aims to address 
questions faced by decision-makers at all scales.

Our research priorities include:

The Urban Future  
Studies of innovative approaches and successful models 
that may alleviate physical and social pressures stemming 
from the rapid expansion of cities, especially in the 
developing world.

Coupled Human and Natural Systems 
Research investigating how governance, social, and 
economic systems are intricately connected to natural 
systems, and the trade-offs that confront those making 
resource management decisions.

Global Environmental Change  
Research asking how issues such as food security, energy 
security, migration trends, and development policy are 
affected by global changes in climate, land-use, and other 
environmental trends.



Creating Opportunities for  
Interdisciplinary Scholarship 

The Pardee Center convenes an ever-expanding network 
of scholars from across Boston University and other 
academic institutions as well as practitioners and 
policymakers who collaborate to address today’s most 
challenging issues. The Task Force Program brings 
together experts who contribute their collective knowledge 

to important cross-cutting 
issues such as international 
financial regulation and the role of 
higher education in establishing 
knowledge economies in 
developing countries. Outputs 
from Pardee Task Forces have 
been presented and discussed at 
international institutions including 
the International Monetary Fund, 
the United Nations, and the  
World Bank. 

The Center catalyzes and leads 
large, interdisciplinary, multi-
partner proposals related to the 
global topics that are the focus of 
our work.

In addition, the Pardee Graduate Summer Fellows 
Program provides an opportunity for Boston University 
graduate students to undertake interdisciplinary 
research on topics that are aligned with the Center’s 
broad interests, such as international water resource 
management and 
public health issues 
in Africa. This 
intensive summer 
program trains the 
next generation of 
interdisciplinary 
scholars, and 
contributes papers  
to the Center’s 
publication series.

Making Academic Knowledge  
Widely Accessible 

The Pardee Center’s scholarship is reflected in our 
outreach programs, targeted specifically to policymakers 
and other non-academic audiences as well as other 
interested scholars. Monthly seminars hosted at Pardee 
House feature Boston University faculty affiliated with 
the Pardee Center, or visitors from other institutions, 
and our annual Distinguished Lecture provides the 

perspectives of a prominent 
scholar on issues of global 
significance to a large public 
audience.

Our publications series 
includes policy briefs (Issues  
in Brief), working papers (The 
Pardee Papers), Task Force 

Reports, Conference 
Reports, and Research 
Reports. Several edited 
volumes on topics 
ranging from the future 
of China to economic 
relationships among 
developing countries 
have resulted from 

Pardee Center conferences.

An active website and  
social media outlets  
(@BUPardeeCenter) also  
connect large audiences to  
our publications and events.

BUPardeeCenter     www.bu.edu/pardee

2012-2013 
PARDEE 
DISTINGUISHED 
LECTURE

THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2013
Lecture: 5 to 6:30 p.m.   Reception to follow
Trustee Ballroom, One Silber Way, 9th Floor
RSVP by Thursday, March 28 at bu.edu/pardee

Geo� rey West
Distinguished Professor and former President, Santa Fe Institute 
Associate Fellow, Oxford Martin School, Oxford University
Senior Fellow, Los Alamos National Laboratory

The Frederick S. Pardee Center
for the Study of the Longer-Range Future

The Frederick S. Pardee Center
for the Study of the Longer-Range Future

2014 PARDEE 
DISTINGUISHED LECTURE

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 2014
Lecture: 5 to 6:30 p.m.   Reception to follow
Metcalf Trustee Center, One Silber Way, 9th Floor
Register by Thursday, April 24 at www.bu.edu/pardee

Rosina Bierbaum
Professor and Dean Emerita, School of Natural Resources and the Environment, University of Michigan
Chair, Scientifi c and Advisory Panel, Global Environment Facility 
Member, President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology

Past is Not Prologue:
How Climate Change Alters 
Development Prospects

BUPardeeCenter  |  www.bu.edu/pardee
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Regulating Global  
Capital Flows for 
Long-Run  Development
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Africa 2060: 
Good News 
from Africa 
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Remittance Flows to Post-Confl ict 
States: Perspectives on Human
Security and Development

Five Challenges to the Future of 
Transboundary Water Governance

a u g u s t  2 0 1 4
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Issues In BrIef

Along the banks of the Okavango River in Southern Africa, elephants, zebras, and 
hippopotami forage for food and sip from the cool, untainted waters. Fish, crocodiles, and 
birds take refuge in papyrus plants, and lions stalk their prey among the tall reed grasses 
that grow waist-high in the wet season. However, it is not only wildlife that inhabits the area 
surrounding the Okavango. Humans also live in this delicate ecosystem — and their numbers 
are increasing. The population in the river basin is projected to increase by more than 40 
percent by 2050, and resource scarcity is a major concern (OKACOM 2014). This issue is 
not unique to the Okavango. Throughout the developing and industrialized world, water 
managers are making tough decisions regarding the distribution and conservation of this vital, 
life-sustaining resource.

In recent decades, 
community-based 
programs have 
flourished as efficient 
models for interstate 
river management 
(Mbaiwa 2004). 
These organizations 
— hybrids between 
traditional top-down forms of environmental governance and indigenous knowledge 
systems — are often better positioned than state governments to address details involved 
in the complex management of international rivers (Kgathi 2002). Although localized water 
management schemes have been successful in recent decades, communities now face 
basin-wide challenges that they cannot address alone. Transboundary institutions such as 
the Permanent Okavango River Basin Water Commission (OKACOM) are now integral to 
the planning and distribution of water between and within state boundaries. Rather than 
abandon community-based organizations, these regional groups must work with them to 

Leeann M. Sullivan

Leeann Sullivan was a 2013 
Graduate Summer Fellow with 
the Frederick S. Pardee Center 
for the Study of the Longer-
Range Future. She earned 
her M.A. in International 
Relations and Environmental 
Policy from Boston University 
in 2014, and was the 
recipient of the Department 
Award in Excellence for 
International Relations. Her 
research focuses on resource 
management in large river 
basins, and broadly considers 
the political implications of 
human interactions with the 
natural world. 

www.bu.edu/pardee

“  Lessons learned from the integration of 

management systems in the Okavango ...  

could highlight key components of 

sustainable water management for  

the longer-range future.”

Thursday, April 24, 2014 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm

The Frederick S. Pardee Center
for the Study of the Longer-Range Future

Metcalf Trustee Center 
One Silber Way, 9th Floor

Muhammad H. Zaman 
(Task Force Convener)

Boston University

Hannes Toivanen
Technical Research  
Centre of Finland

Mihaela Papa
Harvard Law School

Ali Yurtsever
American Islamic College 

Ali Coskun
Fatih University, Turkey

Andrew Zolli
PopTech

Joseph Harris
Boston University

BUPardeeCenter
www.bu.edu/pardee

Register by Thursday, April 17 at: 
www.bu.edu/pardee

Higher Education and Innovation  
in Emerging Economies: From Local 
Development to Global Engagement

A  PA r d e e  C e n T e r  TA s k  f o r C e  e v e n T
Co-Sponsored by Peace Islands Institute   |   www.peaceislands.org

FeaTuRing PReSenTaTionS by:

The Frederick S. Pardee Center 
for the Study of the Longer-Range 
Future at Boston University was 
established in 2000 through the 
generosity of Frederick S. Pardee. 
Mr. Pardee, a Massachusetts 
native, received both his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from BU, 
and he pursued his passion for 

analyzing trends for the future as a systems analyst and  
an economic forecaster. 

In 2013, an additional gift from Mr. Pardee created the 
Pardee School of Global Studies at Boston University. 

Both the Pardee Center, a university-wide research center, 
and the Pardee School, are motivated by Mr. Pardee’s 
global sensibility and his dedication to the creation of a 
better future for all of humanity.

67 Bay State Road
Boston, Massachusetts 02215

pardee@bu.edu
617-358-4000

Prof. Anthony Janetos, Director

www.bu.edu/pardee
facebook.com/BUPardeeCenter
twitter.com/BUPardeeCenter
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