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			BU is committed to getting our researchers’ ideas and technology into the world to benefit society. The Technology Development office is here to help, whether that means creating intellectual property to protect your idea (in the form of a patent or copyright), completing license agreements, or helping you start a company to advance your product or technology.


			
			
			
			
		
		




	
	
		
		
			
										
																		
															

						
						
							
								Disclose an Invention


																	Disclose a new idea for possible intellectual property protection
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								Find Funding


																	Find funding to support development of your ideas towards products and services
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																	Initiate the transfer of BU or BMC materials to another party
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							Learn About Confidentiality Agreements						
																										
							Get your Technology Development Questions Answered						
																										
							Nominate the BU Innovator of the Year						
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							Discuss a New Idea						
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			Reach out with questions

							Our field-specific business development leads are standing by to discuss licensing, intellectual property, conflicts of interest, and how you can advance your idea.



					

	


	
		
		
			
										
																		
															

						
						
							
								Life Sciences


																	Contact Nevena Dimova, Business Development
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								Medical Technology


																	Contact Frances Forrester, Business Development
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								Engineering & Physical Sciences


																	Contact Misty Farrell-Pennington, Business Development
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																	Visit our menu of programs and educational resources to learn more
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																	Contact Michael Pratt, Managing Director
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																	Meet the Technology Development team and learn how we can help
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			Learn more to start your journey


							Tools, tutorials, and mentorship to support your commercialization efforts, from guidance on pitching your idea to investors to applying for an SBIR grant.
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				companies developing and selling products based on BU discoveries			
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																			Accolades
									
																			BU Ignition Awards to Accelerate Products for Repairing Damaged Teeth, Fighting Cancer, Boosting Reading Skills, and More

									
																			BU Technology Development’s 2023 Ignition Awards help researchers transform their ideas into life-changing products and services

									
									
								


																
													
					

					
					
									
					

																	
							
															
																	

							
								

																			Journey to Impact
									
																			Providing Doctoral Students Business Skills for Whatever Profession They May Pursue

									
																			Alexander Gold, a PhD candidate in microbiology at BU, described as “transformative” his time participating in BU Technology Development’s OTD Analyst program. Mengjie Yuan, a PhD candidate in BU’s School Medicine, described her participation in the Analyst program as a “very important experience for me”— one that helped her gain a coveted job offer from […]

									
									
								


																
													
					

					
					
									
					

																	
							
															
																	

							
								

																			Engineering & Health
									
																			FDA Clears Bionic Pancreas Developed in BU Lab for People with Type 1 Diabetes

									
																			The iLet Bionic Pancreas, which automates insulin delivery to manage the chronic disease, was invented in Ed Damiano’s biomedical engineering lab—and inspired by his son

									
									
								


																
													
					

					
					
									
					

																	
							
															
																	

							
								

																			Journey to Impact
									
																			Equity Conversations Between PIs and Graduate Students

									
																			Negotiating an Equity Split with Your PI It can be the most fraught of conversations. A graduate student working on research that shows commercial promise seeks a sit-down with his or her principal investigator (PI) about starting a company. How does that grad student or post-doc broach the topic of a university spin-out – and, […]

									
									
								


																
													
					

					
					
									
					

																	
							
															
																	

							
								

																			Journey to Impact
									
																			The Story of NanoView Biosciences, a BU Spin-out

									
																			NanoView Biosciences, a venture-backed startup purchased in 2022 by a California-based life science company, was entirely a creation of BU.

									
									
								


																
													
					

					
					
									
					

																	
							
															
																	

							
								

																			Journey to Impact
									
																			You Have an Idea for Impact. What’s Next?

									
																			Q&A with Rana K. Gupta, Director of Faculty Entrepreneurship Rana K. Gupta formerly served as director of faculty entrepreneurship at Boston University. You are the Director of Faculty Entrepreneurship, but I’ve heard you say that you don’t like to use the word entrepreneurship. Why is that? I know from working with researchers for the last […]

									
									
								


																
													
					

					
					
									
					

																	
							
															
																	

							
								

																			Journey to Impact
									
																			From Lab to Fab: How Analog Devices is Experimenting with a New Family of Products at BU

									
																			The Boston University Photonics Center is home to some of the finest on-campus business incubation facilities in the United States, including BU's Business Innovation Center. BY GARY RIVLIN Mohamed Azize, a biomedical engineer and a senior manager at Analog Devices, the giant chip maker, had an idea for a new biomedical sensor that would improve […]

									
									
								


																
													
					

					
					
									
					

																	
							
														
								
								

																			Journey to Impact
									
																			The Window is Never Closing on Customer Need

									
																			Rana K. Gupta formerly served as director of faculty entrepreneurship at Boston University, co-reporting to Technology Development and Innovate@BU. He helped BU researchers bring technology and other research breakthroughs to the marketplace to increase their impact. He also managed BU’s Ignition Award program, which offers faculty commercialization funding. Situation #1: When I first became a CEO in 2006, the Board […]
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																	Bring To Market
								
																	The Lab to Market Transition: Lessons from Faculty, Students, and Other Research Staff (2022)

								
																	Join us in celebrating the Boston University 2021 Innovator of the Year Awardee Dr. Selim Ünlü, Professor of Electrical & Computer Engineering (ENG). To celebrate innovation at Boston University and recognize Dr. Ünlü, BU Technology Development has organized a discussion focused on the lab-to-market transition. Research often leads to discoveries that enable new products and […]

															


													
					
					
					
									
					
																			
							
															
																	

							
							

																	Bring To Market
								
																	Confronting Gender Bias in Investor Q&A: Research and Practice for Female Innovators (2021)

								
																	Hosted by BU Technology Development, BU ARROWS, and BU Women’s Guild Boston University research leads to innovations with real impact, from life-changing solutions to life-saving technologies and therapeutics. The broader the pool of faculty patenting their work, the more diverse and impactful our research becomes. Yet data shows that there continues to be gender disparity […]

															


													
					
					
					
									
					
																			
							
															
																	

							
							

																	Bring To Market
								
																	Equity in Innovation: Overcoming Barriers to Women Engaging in Innovation and the Patent System (2020)

								
																	Join Technology Development and Arrows to explore the barriers women face in innovation and the patent system. The event will feature a keynote from Laura Peter, Deputy Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), followed by a panel discussion with Deputy Director Peter, Biomedical Engineering Professor Joyce Wong, and patent attorney Susanna Benn. The keynote […]

															


													
					
					
					
									
					
																			
							
															
																	

							
							

																	Bring To Market
								
																	Writing Winning SBIR/STTR Grant Proposals: Insights from Advisors and Reviewers (2020)

								
																	The Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) Programs are $2.4+ billion federal grant platforms established to fund product commercialization. Through a competitive, awards-based program, SBIR and STTR fund qualified small businesses to bring products to market. This seminar is designed to help you determine if these programs are right for you, and to share […]

															


													
					
					
					
									
					
																			
							
															
																	

							
							

																	Bring To Market
								
																	The Innovator’s Journey: Embracing Creativity & Discomfort in Pursuit of Impact (2021)

								
																	Featuring: Victoria Bolotina | Steven Borkan | Ji-Xin Cheng | Douglas Holmes | Swathi Kiran | Sarah Mazzilli | Darren Roblyer | Muhammad Zaman In this series of lightning talks, faculty innovators from across BU schools and colleges will share their diverse paths from invention to market to impact. The session will touch on the […]
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