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Lesson Plan #1
Title of Lesson:  Introducing W.E.B. Dubois

Subject: History/Language Arts

Targeted Audience: 6th Grade

Activity: BIO Poem

NEH Summer Institute Resources: Websites and biographical timeline on W.E.B. Dubois.

Process
· Read and discuss the timeline of Dubois’ life.  

· Allow students to research facts from the provided websites about Dubois.

· Use the information about the life and times of Dubois to create a BIO Poem on this historical figure. (See attached BIO Poem format)
· Share completed poems with the class.
(BIO/I AM Poem Format)

Directions: Complete the poem as if you are W.E.B. Dubois.
I am (two special characteristics that you have)

I wonder (something you are curious about)

I hear (an imaginary sound)

I see (an imaginary sight)

I want (an actual desire)

I am (repeat the first line of the poem)

I pretend (something you pretend to do)

I feel (a feeling about something imaginary)

I touch (an imaginary touch)

I worry (something that really bothers you)

I cry (something that makes you sad)

I am (repeat the first line of the poem)

I understand (something you know is true)

I say (something you believe in)

I try (something you make an effort to do)

I dream (something you actually hope for)

I am (repeat the first line of the poem)
Lesson Plan # 2
Title of Lesson:  What If……….The 54th Massachusetts Infantry
Subject:  History/Language Arts

Targeted Audience:  7th Grade

Activity:   R.A.F.T.  Writing Assignment

NEH Summer Institute Resources:  The section of the required reading on the 54th Massachusetts Brigade.
Process
· We will read and discuss the information on the 54th Massachusetts Infantry.  
· After learning about the 54th Massachusetts, students will have to write a letter to their family from the perspective of a soldier in the 54th.

· Have students share letters with the class.

R.A.F.T. Writing
R- Role: You are a soldier of the 54th Massachusetts Infantry
A- Audience:  You are writing to your family in your hometown.

F- Format: Letter
T- Topic:  Discuss your observations of the treatment of Blacks in the Boston area during this time period.  Also talk about how you were treated once you arrived in Massachusetts.  Finally, answer the question……..Why you have decided to enlist and fight for the Union?

Lesson Plan #3
Title of Lesson:  W.E.B. Dubois……..A Closer Look!!
Subject: History/Language Arts

Targeted Audience: 8th Grade

NEH Summer Institute Resources: Websites and biographical timeline on W.E.B. Dubois. The section of the reading entitled, W.E.B. Dubois, Scholar and Activist.  
Process

· Assign sections of W.E.B. Dubois, Scholar and Activist to be read in groups.
· Discuss and share significant events from Dubois’ biographical timeline.

· Read and analyze the poem, Booker T. and W.E.B. (See Attached)

· Construct an essay by answering the following question: What significant event(s) in the life of W.E.B. Dubois do you feel led to the position he has in the poem, Booker T. and W.E.B.?
· Use facts from the reading about Dubois to support your answer.

· Have students pass in essays in final draft form.
BOOKER T. AND W.E.B. 

"It seems to me," said Booker T.,
"It shows a mighty lot of cheek
To study chemistry and Greek
When Mister Charlie needs a hand
To hoe the cotton on his land,
And when Miss Ann looks for a cook,
Why stick our nose inside a book?" 

"I don't agree," said W. E. B.
"If I should have the drive to seek
Knowledge of chemistry or Greek,
I'll do it. Charles and Miss can look
Another place for hand or cook.
Some men rejoice in skill of hand,
And some in cultivating land,
But there are others who maintain
The right to cultivate the brain." 

"It seems to me," said Booker T.,
"That all you folks have missed the boat
Who shout about the right to vote,
And spend vain days and sleepless nights
In uproar over civil rights.
Just keep your mouths shut, do not grouse,
But work, and save, and buy a house." 

"I don't agree," said W. E. B.,
"For what can property avail
If dignity and justice fail?
Unless you help to make the laws,
They'll steal your house with trumped-up clause,
A rope's as tight, a fire as hot,
No matter how much cash you've got.
Speak soft, and try your little plan,
But as for me, I'll be a man." 

"It seems to me," said Booker T. — 

"I don't agree,"
Said W. E. B. 

