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laborersin & common cause:~ The natare of g U ; .

the relation which subsisted between' me, as & @ y e Br s \“\ \;\&
missionary. and yourself, as the ‘official organ — ®V\ M\\
of an executive body, I had never examined
with any particular attention; but.sapposed
we were only bound together as’‘ministers -of
the Gospel, engaged in the same work, on p_
footing of perfect equality. - The gradual ex-!
tension of executive authority, especially in
the Burman Missiong, and the discussions con- : ¢
sequent yupon this jextension, awakened, from

time to time, my earnest solicitude; yet. it was }
not until after the convention at Maulmain,/ 2
and the subsequent doings of the deputation, 9
that I found myself compelled'to adopt the un-

“welcome conclusion, that, whatever equality and

fraternity there might be in theory, we stood! b ¢
 practically in a. very different relationship ‘to

i each other; the.one was regarded as acting in- o
the capacity of a Director, the other in the &t

capacity of a Servant. ‘ |
The discussion on which I propose to enter,
would have been more agreable to my feelings '
could it have been confined solely to an ex-
amination of the principles on which missions
are conducted. But justice to the: subject re-| . <
quires' that the tendency ‘of these principles ;
should be illustrated by instances of their ac-
tual operation. In doing this, I shall perhaps
be constrained to say things that 3 may be un-
pleasant; and I can scarcely hope to escape the
charge of being in some instances severe and |

uncharitable. I have observed  that persons | g MV \ f\vu\ V N ‘

who have ventured to speak against abuses,

are apt to be stigmatized a3 possessing a bad ] \»ﬂ N \ .N%\ (.\vWM\

spirit, this is an accusation which has been 57 \
- o z.:

very freely applied to some of our Burman

— : brethren, who, uptil they were found opposing | . .ol \\,4 \J\J)h\»\\.\\, § \v&d W.\\ “. .

the present changes, had been regaided as' \\\M \

examplary for their piety and candor, - Wheth- | - 47) Q§ \w

er it is for the sake of weakening the force of \V\\G\S\ |D l\u\M\ : A
oo M o 4 s 1

Py

Ll

=_o=. 8«:52.3 that this_somewhat indefinite | : e

charge js preferred ~against them,’ T, i ey =7 \iﬂ\ r C\
shall leave for those who have preferred it, to! R .
settle with their own consciences. For my-
self, I make no pretensions to any especial |
gifts on a_.nagzasaa and ngm _.8_59 nor|

— R —— . S 4 (
e —_— ‘ » ¥ Ao X iad i ; — ! \
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jnstified by my brethren generally, iu m_q_ua. a

)

cn ‘the begining of the end. In this opinion
you may have been correct. If so, those who
have forced their brethren into a defence of |
their separate and distincf rights, must have
assumed o heavy responsibility. Bab it was
no doubt considered safer to act on the prin.
ciple that the control of the executive over
the missionaries Was absolute, then to under-
take the defense of such a principle, by argu-
ment before & missionary convention. While
deprecating discussion however, the official or-
gans of the Board have not hesitated to maio-
tain and enforce their own views to the full-
estextent. By the constant advocacy of these
views in official documents and missionary pub-
lications, their partial endorsement, Ly the
Missionary Union, has at length been secured.
Under such circumstances I trust I shall be

public expression to my own convictions, in
opposition to those of yourself and colleagus.
If onr missionaryrelations are such as the New

Testament recognizes, there need be no fear
of discussion; truth never suffers from investi-
gation. Bautf if, on thecontrary, our system is

‘tive position and rights of the laborers at

 stands on so frail a basis as to be shaken by
;an open and full examination, we cannot too
soon commence removing the dangerous ma- |
terials, and supplying their place by suchasare |

ation, I remain

such, that we cannot safely discuss the rela-

home and abroad, there is room for a strong
suspicion, to say the least, that we are noton
seriptural ground. If our missionary policy

in accordance with the primitive pattern,
Reserving this subject for farther consider-

Yours faithfully in the Gospel.
NATHAN BROWN,
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with & suitable gradation of officers for :5_
management of its affaira.  The Ji ewish system, |
ag well as the government of Gentile nations, |
naturally led them to look for a gimilar organ-
ization among themselves. At three separate
times the subject was brought to the notice of
onr Savior, and as often did the request of his
disciples, for the appointment of leaders, meet >
his' unqualified rebuke. He informed . them :
that the gradations of office, and the exercise \
of authority belonged to the worldly govern- [ |
ments, but that in his kingdom nothing of the |
kiond was to be introduced. “Ye know that ~
they which are accustomed to rule over the \

Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and their \

great ones exerciso authority upon them., Bur| |

80 BHALL IT NOT BE AMONG You.” Mark 10:] | ¢

\\«..u\\

42, After Christ’s resnrrection we never find
the apostles di cussing this point again; they

no longer looked to ‘worldly governments for
the patternof their organizations; and we find
their practice to have uniformly been in ac-
cordance with the instructions they had re-
ceived.

— \l\\\ _—
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7727 7%

On the contrary, when the Christian Church
was converted into & centralized ecclesiastical |
establishment, it began to conform its policy | |
to that of the kingdom of this world. Cesar'a|
kingdom became the model on which to build |
the kingdom of Christ. As the papal usurpa-
tion advanced, the different ranks and orders
were multiplied, and a rigid conformity to the
decisions of the ruling authority, in matters of
doctrine end practice, was exacted from all;
especially from the clergy. These, no longer,
the ministers of Christ, became the ministers
of a church; the bired servants of & corporate, : SR,
centralized, worldly establishment. In obedj-
ence to her orders, expressed through her reg- | >
alarly constituted organs, they performed their
ministrations.  Nearly all state churches |
whether Papal or Protestant, have been form. g
ed after the same model. The ministers, in-'
stead of being independent, and responsible ¢o
Christ alone, are under human direction and |
responsible to overseers appointed by human
authority. _

————
— .
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either the matter or :_Q.Epuuomom their preach-

ing, without infringing-on the prerogatives Of

of Him who calls and sends forth’ the labors-2A2
into the harvest.

The only Ep.oEst:. which sppears to me
consistent with the principles of the New Tes-
tameut, is o fiscal agency, or aoss:namﬁo re-
ceive and faithfully distribute the sums entrust~
ed to their care. Although we have no positive
evidence that there were such committees, in |
the primitive churches, for the management of
missionary fands, yet we know that committees
were appoiated for other charitable objects;
which establishes the principle of such appoint-
| ments. At Jerusalem seven men werc chosen

to distribute the collections made for the poor.,

Acts vi: 3. Paaul offers to accompany a com-

mittee from the charch at Corinth, who might
! be chosen to convey their liberality to Jerusa-
"lem. 1 Cor. xvi: 3, 4 d

The information furnished in the New Tes-
tament, of the mode in which the first mission-
aries were supported, is very brief, and for the |
most part incidental. 'The twelve disciples,
and afterwards the seventy, were ?.oESSm :
from providing themselves with.means of sup-.
port, while they labored in Judea, but were to |
depend on the people among whom they went. !
When they received their final commission to!
go and teach all nations, no such restriction
was enforced. Accordingly we find that when
the apostles went forth among the the beathen,
they received their support from the churches |
already formed, and avoided being mavgmoua_,
on the new communities which they were gath-
ering. Paul refused to be supported by the
church which he had gathered in Corinth, lest
he should be burdensome to them, give occa- !
sion to those who sought occasion, and 80 hin- |
der the Gospel of Christ. 2 Cor. xi: 8, 9. 12, |
| He took wages from other churches, while do-
| ing service for the Corinthians. Ratherthan be |
chargable to them, he labored with his own |
hands, to supply the wents of himself and |
those who were with him. Aects xviii: 3, He
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_| apostolic standard.
/

though, of course, the larger the society, the
more danger there is of an unscriptural assump-
tion . of power. The missionaries as«.sza_.
be supported by donations made from time to
time, as their necessities require, or they may
have s fixed allowance, which has this advan-
tage, that it places a missionary sbove the ne-
cessity of engaging in secular labor to procure
the means of subsistance. In the weak state
of the early church, it would have been im-

practicable to secure in every instance a per-
manent provision for missionaries; and if the
church were now perveded by the primilive
gpirit, a much greater number would go ».o:..?
than could obtain from any of onr societies
the.assurance of & permanent salary. A. preach-
| er who hesitates to enter the missionary field:
merely because his support is attended with
some uncertainty, evidently falls below the

| 4. The relation between the primitive iais-|
| sionaries and the churches who supported them
was direct, Those who contributed of their |
substance did it with a full knowledge of the |
perpose to which these donations were applied.
The communication between the laborers
“abroad and their bretbren at home was unre-
stricted. No intermediate party controlled the
channels of information, or decided whatshould,
what should not, come to the knowledge of
he public. There existed no official agency,
whose province it was to select and circulate |
such missionary intelligence as might be best
adapted to keep alive the liberality of the
churches, and to prevent the disclosure of facts
that might operate unfavorably. While the
chaanels of information were thus open, the
delinquencies of no nnworthy missionary could
be long concealed from the Christian commu-
nity; and although a shock would no doubt
be given by every instance of unfaithfulness,
yet its prompt development would prevent any
apprehension on the part of the churches, that

tkeir missionaries were not generally trustwor-
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the times, and in the facilities for communica-
tion, is in our favor. We can now make the
passage to India with greater ease and safety
than the apostles could go from Judea to Rome
Communication between the churchesin Amer-
jica and their missionaries stationed at a dis-
tance of half the globe, is now more regular
and rapid than it could possibly have been be-

sionaries in Asia Minor. Funds can be trans-
mitted with greater security; and at far less
expense. \ If ever there was a necessity for
multiplied agencies, and a central directory,
clothed with authority to manage the affairs of
missions, it must bave been under such difficul-
{ ties as the early Christians had to encounter.
i But no such directory was established; Christ

{ had made no provision for its institution, and
apostles fonnd no necessity for for going be-
yond the pattern given. Now it is maintained
that more systematic organizations are indis-

pensable to the successful prosecution of our ||
work; that without definite rmles and institu- |

tions the: carrying on of missions has been
| found impracticable. This seems to be little

apostles to be inadequate to the propagation
of the Gospel, through all countries and all
ages, let us candidly review our ground, and
enquire whether the resnlts and tendencies of
our present system are such as fo justify its
continuance, Yours very respectfully,
Naruax Browx,

tween the church at Jerusalem and the mis-,

less than an impeachment of Divine wisdom. |
Rather than suppose the plan of Christ and his |

difference there may be in the circumstances of
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difference there may be in the ci
the times, and in the facilities f
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passage to India with greater
than the apostles could go from J
Communication between the cht
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