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To tur MempERs oF THEA. B. B.F. M.

) Dear Brethren—Allow us vespectfully
to call your attention to the Proceedings of sev-
eral meetings held by us, relative to the allow-
ances of Missionaries.

At a meeting of Missionaries in Maulmain, April 20,

1839, convened for the purpose of taking into conside-

% 9 ration the late circular of the Board on the subject of
i -Salaries,—present, Bexnerr, Jupson, Kincaip, Oscoon,

Smions, and Stevess, it was resolved unanimously,

that although the letter of the third article of the Re-

gulations of the Board, adopted in 1827, is ambiguous,

R and will admit a construction similar to that given by

. . the Board, it has not been so understood by the Mission -

4 aries geneérally ; and we regard the construction given
- by the Board as involving a principle which is wholly

indefensible. 4

Resolved unanimously, that a Committee be appointed
to drawup a statement of our views tpon the subject of

the recent circular of the Board, and report to this meet-
ing on Tuesday next. ;

© “"April 23d,—Met according to adjournment. Present,
g the same brethren as on the 20th and brother Asporr.
}\ \ THE FOLLOWING REPORT WAS PRESENTED.
T‘. In the circular of the Board, dated Oct. 20, 1833,
%' on the subject of Salaries, the Board refuses to recognize

in the Missionaries any claim to allowances, previously
settled or adopted by the Board. The Board does not
deny that rates jof salary have been fixed, and that on
those established rates, there has been a mutual course
of action between the Board and the Missionaries, but

. the Board denies its ““obligation to abide by any stipu-
lated rates of salary.” The question then, is not, arc
there any stipulated rates of salary ; but do such stipula-

.‘ ted rates lay any obligation on the Board, or give any
right to the Missionaries? 'T'his is the question at issue.

: The circular says, “the Board have never come under

& obligation, expressed, or implied to abide by any stipulated

“, ratesof salary.” There is herc a glaring inconsistency
of language, and great inharmoniousness of principle.

2 What are stipulated rates, but rates settled by agreement
) or covenant? Originally the Board had an unquestion-

ed right to fix or setile the rates of allowance, and this




'] power they exercised. What was the exercise of this
»7 power on the part of the Board, butan engagement, a-
: greement, or covenant?  Why have any system of allow-"
: ances, if such system involve no fixed principles of action ;
Y that is, if it involves no obligation on the part of the
g Board, and secures no rights to the Missionaries? It
is a solecism in language to speak of “stipulated rates
of salary,” and then deny all obligation to perform the
terms of stipulation. "T'hat the Board had fixed rates of
allowance, on which they acted, and on which the Mis-
sionaries acted, is a historical fact, and if an agreement |
between two parties means any thing, there is here, on
the part of the Board, an implied obligation at least.
We have never questioned the right of the Board to
settle the rates of allowance, but when those rates have
been settled, and Missionaries have come out relying on
; them, is the Board to regard itself as under no ‘‘obliga-
i & tion expressed, or implied, to abide by such stipulated .

; rates?’ If so, then we have the anomalous fact, that a

contract may exist, neither involving any obligation or

: securing any right. It would appear, therefore, that the

: Missionaries are not regarded as having any legal claim ;
4 that they stand in the same relation to the Board, as
Schools, Native Assistants, and Printing-presses. “Ap-
propriations for the support of Missionaries,” say they,

4 “are in truth of the same nature essentially with appropri-
e ations for other objects, distinguishable chiefly by their

3 . peculiar delicacy, and the greater evil which would re-
) sult, were they to prove inadequate.” Is the Board real-

1y vested with such uncontrolled power?  Appropriations

y for Printing, Schools &c., they can lessen, increase, or

entirely cut off whenever they shall feel so disposed ; and

are appropriations for Missionaries ‘“ in truth of the same

natare?”  Such is the doctrine held by the Board, and

s " the only difference they can discern between the Mission-

ary and the Press is, “therc would be a peculiar delicacy

and a greater cvil” in starving the former, than would

attach itself to stopping the latter. There is not here

even a recognition of the gospel principle, “that the la-

< bourer is worthy of his hire.”  “Appropriations for Mis-
sionaries being in truth of the same nawre essentially,

with appropriations for other objects,” they may be at

any time partially or entirely cut off. If it were possible
to obtain Missionayies on such terms, would it be desira-

ble, or even just, to place them in a situation so entirely

# dependent, and helpless? Arc there not principles in

! our nature, which revolt at the idea of having such unli-

° mited control over. others? This is not certainly a

¥ sentiment of long standing in the Board, for it will be
secollected that some of the Missionaries before leaving

.
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he firsi - America asked for information on the subject of SUPport
being then 7,4 they were told distinctly that there were ¢ zed |
fo an arv pates of " allowance,” and in several instances they wero
by which I ¢5]d the exact amount. Iow often have the Mission., |
PECS A mon aries heard Dr. Bolles and one or two other membeyg |
thoush the of the Board remark, that the plan of supporting Missiop. |
Rangoon, | aries, as in Asia, by settled rates of allowance, was alto- |
The allow: @ether preferable to the plan pursued in the Indian Mis. |
]musr‘-r(‘ll'f, sions, where there were no stipulated rates. AJ] this goeg
penses, to prove, that there was some well defined rule by which
the A. B. the Board and Missionaries were mutually bound to acy/4
with the ad Such rule was made known to the Missionaries, publighs)
for a sing ¢d in the Magazine, and scrupulously adhered to fora !
ol Wi number of years. And does this neither express nor im- |
India for ¢ ply any obligation on the part of the Board to abide by /
In the 1 the rule which they themselves established? If no obli-
at Maulm; agation is implied, then it is idle to speak of salaries orl
itgreally ' frod rates of allowdnce, for no such thing exists. Op !
- amore equ y careful review of the whole subject, the Missionaries |
F:or 41 are constrained to express their entire dissent from the |
For a sil principles avowed by the Board; for on these principles {
For a wi ije Missionary is certain of no fixed rates of allowance, )
g kecp!; and must have his mind constantly harrassed with new, |
Forasii 3;q ever-changing modifications in his pecuniary resour- |
AMis{ cos  That the Board is under no obligation expressed]
Foracl . implied, to abide by any “stipulated rates,” will not, |
e we think, be approved by them on further consideration. |
17\",'“ = ¢ 2nd. The circular observes, “the Board recognizes dis-. |
e B. I tinetly the general principle, that Missionaries are enti-
 Inteution o tled to an adequate support,” and that this “‘is the only
‘”','l’,?“' the principle on this subject mutually agreed on.” It may
2 = }3"”’ ‘1ot be unimportant to examine the sources of information
G ;"‘;;_,r“ on which they now profess to rely in determining what is .
208 (el ccan adequate support.” The circular says, * they have
latter,) fixe ;vpiled themselves of the fullest information they could
til sixteen 3 obtain; facts bearing on the general subject had been
“:‘flcf""c " communicated to the Board in_ various ways for several
“0 ""f“‘”r‘_' years, but definitive action was delayed till a reasonable
‘z‘j‘?"t""' “ ertainty was secured that the proposed rates would be
1838, to re ample.”  “T'he Board indulged no apprehension that the
male, living o0 would be generally found insufficient, being based
and while t essentially, as stated in our former communication, on
5 representations of Missionaries themselves, and especially
o - ha doings of the conference: at Maulmain.” p—
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on a journe u i
have in s &£ The above are all the specified tacts on which the

where 2 h Board professes’to rely for infoymation, and among a] these
for health, facts, and sources of information, they attach special iy,
covers the portance to the doings of the conference in Maulmain i
0 much so, as to adopt them avowedly, as the essentig]
basis of their own proposed rates of salary. If ghig bo
true, it is diflicult to understan.d. how any discrepancy of
opinion can exist, ““After availing themselves of the full-
being then est information they could obtain,” and from ¢ facts com-
to an ape Municated in various ways for several years,” the Bogra |
hy which | prpf‘esses to harm.omz.c 1 sentiment \Vlth the Mission. -
pees a moy aries. Inthe estimation of 't}w Board their own Proposed
thougsh thy rates “ are based essentially* on the doings of the confer-
angoon,| ence in Maulmain, and on this account, ¢ the Boarq
The allow, indulge no apprehension that the rates would be genery].
house-rent JY found msuﬂxcxent..” In the estimation of the Missiona-
penges, 1 Ties, however, thercisa very esscntial dlﬂ‘ergnce in the t\fc._{
the A. B| plans, yet, as the Board views them cssentlal}y the same, '/
with the o they can have little or no preference. The difference be.
for a sin tween Sicca and Cjompany’s‘R.upees, 1s regarded by the
woman, w Board as a mere trifle, and n 1tsell considered s such,
India for| but to the .'MISSIOD.{II‘ICS, especially those who have threc
Tn the y or four children, with t.heu- lm}lted means, it forms an jip. P
at Maulin/ portant item. There is the item of postage also, whicl, '
it greatly | the Board does not regard as of sufficient Importance to
‘a more oq form any essential difference in the two plans, and wyet to
For a ) some i;m}llms it would be a serious burden, and would
For a § operate, Ina gredat measure, to close up the only remain- !
For a y ing avenue by which they can hold intercourse with (he |
keep| people of God, and with their own personal friends and
Fora s relatives. Is it worthy of the Board, for the sake of this *
aMi small sum, to dry up the only channel by which their
Missionaries in a foreign field can hold intercourse with
ut christian society ? Even the miscrly and all-grasping g
Fixtra ¢ system of the English Government leaves this channe] *
N. B. unobstructed to their soldiers. Will a privilege so dear
intention| be denied? The most distant idea that such a feeling
or how th exists in the Board, awakens the painful apprehension
The Bq that correct views both of benevolence and justice are |
| yet to be learned.  “Shall a man go a warfare at his ewn |

throueh {
ver revers
way to i}

The firs

For a ¢

' reduced g
Co’s (fift¢ charges?’ “Shall the ox he muzzled that treadeth out

J
latter,) fix the corn?” “Shall straw be taken dway and the full tale |
til sixteen of bricks be required 77 ,;

welcomer 3d. That part of the circular which takes up the subject
we ventur of allowance for children, is embarrassing, and entirely «
reception | unsatisfactory in detail. The first specification, which 1
1838, to 1 provides, ““that, for every child under sixteen years of t
male, liviy age, the allowance be fiftcen Co’s. Rupees instead of t
and while| twelve” differs but little from the allowance proposed by s
| the Missionaries when they reduced their own salarics, |d
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In the suppdrt of cach child there would be 2 loss to the
| Missionaries of about three hundred rupees, yet this be-
. ing spread over the whole period, during which support is
, given for a cly[d, woqld not l_),e seriously felt. The se-
.’ cond specification which provides “that in case of the
- removal of children of Missionaries to this country, the'

annual allowance for a boy be fifty dollars, and for a girl
~ forty dollars,” can be regarded in no other light, than a
. denial to Missionaries of the universally acknowledged

right and duty of parents to support -and“educate their -
Aewn children. Wil fifty dollars, expended according to
% the most rigid principles of economy, furnish food, clothes,
tuition, and books for a boy? Tuition and books alone,
even in an ordinary academy, will cost from twenty to
 thirty dollars a year, and the cheapest boarding we have
ever known in America was fifty-two dollars a year;
! then there is the expense of clothes and washing. It is oo
! preposterous to be reasoned about at all, By what rule,
then, is a girl to be supported on forty dollars a year?

She is equally helpless, and equally demands a parent’s

care and solicitude. She zust be sent from among the
| heathen. However distressing the separation, no consi-
- derations of affection can induce a thoughtful parent to
ykeep his daughter in this country. All a father's best
“feelings, and tender anxiety compel him to make the sa-

crifice, and while his heart is bleeding, as those only
know who have expericnced the trial, the Board meets
Jim with frowns, and arbitrarily, and in violation of the
most solemn engagement, takes from him the means of
even giving food to his child. We- appeal to you as fa-
thers, to place yourselves in our, situation, and then
judge of our feelings. Can the Board expect any great
jSuccess to attend its efforts, while such oppressive and
intolerable burdens lie upon those employed as agents?
Can zeal for God, and genuine benevolence to the hea-
then walk in close companionship with a system so pe-
nurious as to take away from the children of Missionaries
the humblest means of support?  Will the Board, with
the golden rule before them, pursue a.course so parsi-
monious and grinding, as_to compel their Missionaries
who labour among the heathen, to throw their children
on the cold charities of the world?, Or will the Board
say, that Ministers on foreign service have not the same
power to lepd about a sister, a wife, as Ministers have




at Thome? 0 : :
The third specification, which provides, “thay the whole
amount of allowances to any child after his or her arrjya]
{ in this country, not to exceed three hundred dollars for
a2 boy, and two ll}ln(lx‘cd and forty dollars. for a girl” ig
* still more oppressive than the preceding, and Jooks like a
deliberate plan to compel Missionaries to keep their chil-
dren among the heathen, Desperate indeed must be the
situation of those parents who could yield gssent to such
,;.a plan. ‘While the children remain among the heathey
“ fifieen Rupees a month are alloweq until the age,of six.
teen; but if the parents, to redeem their own_ time for
the heathen, and save their children from the most pol-
Juting and deadly influence, send them to America
the means of support 15 cut off. The language is virty.
. ally this, “keep your children where they must be daily
Jsurrounded by the most polluting and deadly influence of
Jheathenism, and they shall be supported ; send them to
America, where they will be surrounded by the influence
of christian manners, and be taken care of and educated
without Zke loss of your time, and they shall not be sup-
A ported.” On thisplan, Missionaries must either retain
& their children and educate them here in the best way they
4 can, or abandon their chosen field of labour and return
home. The only alternative, and few who have a pa-
rent’s heart, or feel a parent’s responsibility, could do it,
is to give over their children to the tender mercies of pub-
lic charity. To reduce Missionaries to such a dilemma
1is alike degrading and dishonorable. Such language may
sappear harsh, but the nature of the case requires it. Ag
‘the call of the church, and from compassion to the hea-
then, we left our kindred, and home, and country. The

8 MWV wwe
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sacrifice was made because the object of converting the:

peathen was dear to our hearts. We knew it would be a
‘laborious and difficult service; but we had counted the
cost. There isone thing, however, we had never expect-
ed, that our children must be flung homeless and uneduca-
ted on the world. Ifthere isone trial which a Missionary
{is not prepared to endure, a trial which will break down
" his spirit, and pour wormwood into his soul, itis to see the
Board systematically laying a plan to prevent hie children
from returning home. Fora Missionary to.be indifferent
,ander such cirumstances, would indicate a degree of
brutishness, which has no parallel, except among the most
depraved of mankind. In this climate we are particular-
ly exposed to disease and death ; and how must it embitter
the last hours of a dying parent to reflect that his helpless
uncducated children are denied the lumblest means o-
support, if they arc carried to their father’sland. Chil-
dren at the age of one, or two, or three years may be left
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Orphans, and who is (o furnish them with a Passage {o
America, and who is to provide for them .\‘\-l.m“. 11:0{‘0 )
Aceording to the Regulations, “ widows of Rr_hssmnnrms,.
y and orphans, until ¢he age of |
sirleen, shall receive the usyal :1]10\\':1.11_(;().” Am:urd.ing :
to the newly proposed rafes, orphans, it sent to Amcrxpu, ]
shall #ot receive the usual allowance, and after » period
ol six years, shall receive no allowance at all, On Iezu:- ;
g America, the Missionaries put the most entire confi- |
dence in the Board, that every stipulated arrangement
would be serupulously regarded, and that even Shonld |
their children become orphans, they would coltinug (o
receive the “usual allowance until the age of sixteen.” |
In view of this solemn assurance, and having at the same
time bound themsclves to receive support from no other
fquarter, what must they think of the late circular of the

Board ? i

Resolved unanimously, That the teport he adopted.

Resolved unanimously, That, after a fuj] examing-
tion of the subject, a sense of justice to ourselves and
families forbids oup making any further reduction in oy
allowances, and requires us to adhere fto the reduceq
rites proposed in the conforence held in - Maulmaiy, in
1824, and approved by a meeting of Missionaries at
that place in August, and at Tavoy in September 1837,
and by other Missionaries ot present at those lieetings,
until some terms shall be mutually agreed on, ‘

Resolved, "Phat We respectfully request the Board to |
reconsider their Jate gefs in regard o the allowance of &
Missionnrics, and to adopt the reduced rates, which the.
Missionaries voluntarily Proposed, as stated in ghe preced- | -
ing Resolution.

Resolved, That we sincerely hope the Board will Ty -
AT onr request, and not adopt neasures, which, we,
fear will ronder it necessary for us 1o appeal to the Gene.
ral Com’cntion, and to those churches angd sections of
the country where, fiom personal acquaintance, we may
hare that gur situation will meoet with such consideration >
ax it Imp: <atively demands, 5,

Resolved,  Thag the Report now adopted, and {1
Proceedings of thje meeting he sent to all the other Mis-
sionaries iy Burmal for thejy approval. §

Lesolved, "That the Report and Proceedings thug ap-
proved be sent to the Foreion Seeretary of the Board of

Missior s, and to all the members of the Board,

f

Fo e SEcRETARy OF THE MERTING ;
“Maulmain, April 26, 1839, i
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have in Af The .|l)mn ara o1l 41 e T
. Leport : and also the \mlmums nl the Resolutions on the

}:) ,’:, subject of Salaries, 1 cordially approve.
sy J. II. Vinron.” »
th : “A d 5 S L B~ (¢ f
o ! _“Ambherst, April 27, 1339
%] “I mozt fully coneur in th(-‘ sentiments of l'h_e ul?(m'
Report and Resolutions; and in view of the obligations
b imposed upoi us in the Holy Seriptures, to provide for our
i own, leel t.hm. we are most solemnly hm‘m(l to dissent
Bl from the views expressed in the late circular of thes
a Board. :
JoME Hagwien.” | b
thi ;
’P; “Tavoy, May 20, 1839, |
el “The circular from the Board on the subject of Sala-!
P“(‘)' ries, together with a copy of the minutes of a meeting of!
,'4 our brethren tn Manlnain were read,—present, brethreirs
:‘:i “"\‘l),l., Masox, and Hancocs. 1
3 Voted unanimously, That we approve of the doings of §
o) the meeting at “Aull.lhlll’l _pumd( d they make the verbal®”
Tad alterations noted below.”* ’
; ! “Mergui, May 20, 1839, ¢
;'tt"{ “We approve of your proceedings "with lomnd to they
s cirenlar of the Board. with the modifications <urrrrc>tod bv X
I the brethren at Tavoy. :
I L. INnGALLS.
I D. L. Brayrox.”
I “Ramree, June 4, 1839,
- “ We regret that we have not yet scen the late circular
I referred to i your Report, but, judging from the extracts 3
{ quoted by you, we most cordially approve of your proceed-
} ings, and believe it our duty to anite with our brethren i
I\ nppo.sm,, [)l'lll('l])l(‘\ S0 mlu,ll at variance with the N(’\V
: Testament, as well as with common justice, as thosc nnw‘a
(')':.t; avowed by the Board. We will most heartily join you in y
T securing to Missionaries their rights, believing, that con-

l redd trary to all expectations when we left our native Jand, the:
Co'd time has really conre when we are under the l](’u‘ssl[\
1_"0" of defending them against the infringements of those '}
ke from whom we had a right to expect 2 ‘cheerful response
“'l oX to our most reasonable claims. The Mission can never
\'.'elc. prosper while such principles as those avowed in the cir-
e cular, and attempted to be carried into effect by the late
"‘;c;;l action of the Board, in reference to salaries, prevail among
ok those who control 'the operations at home. A denial of

'“I"'I'" the right of Missionaries to the salaries which the Board

; e Bl SR L TN N s sl v et 5 g i
ee) #The alterations proposed by the brethren at Tavoy

have heen made,
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acreed to give thew on entering the service is most pre= s on the
posterous: but what shall we say, when we sce them
refusing to pay their Missionaries’ postage, evidently with pox 7
a view to curtail their intercourse with friends, as far as
possible, and even denying their right to educate their |230,
children where, and as they please? ‘\Vhy do they strike ¢ above
off two-fifths or one-half of the allowance for children, aations
aud limit their support to six years, in case they are sent to  for our
Amncrica, but to wrest from Missionaries a privilege, dissent
which every christian parent must regard as dear to him
) as his own right hand?

“ We trust, that the united and decided opposition of :ui.”
the Missionaries to the late proceedings of the Board will
lead them to reconsider, and renounce the views expressed 1839,
in their recent cireular, and that instead of regarding us as: ol Sala-
destitute of all rights, they will hereafter treat us as bre- »ting of
thren, accountable to the same common Lord and Master. rethreis

of the?

D Lynan STILSON.
a G. S. Comustocs.”  Hingsof
verbal

At a mecting of Missionaries in Maulmain, July 25,
1839,—present, Appovr, Howano, Jupsox, Kixcamn,

Oscoop, Sinoxs and Srrvess, the following Resolution 839,
 Avas unanimonsly adopted

to the
Lest our views should be misunderstood, and our sted by

cause confounded with that of certain Missionaries of

the ‘A. B. C. I'. M, Resolved, 'That in the above
Report and Resolutions, we do not intend to question the pa
right of the Board to regulate the general expenses of

their missions ; nor would we intimate the smallest relue- 839.
tance to make every possible personal saerifice to relieve ircular
the treasury of the Board, under the pressure of such stracts
distress, as the A, B. C. 1. I, lately sustained ; butwe nceed-
{ do object to the principle, that after Missionaries have ren iy
_been sent out, on a settled allowance, which has been New
paid to their predecessors for many years, the Board has ¢ now
a sovercign right to reduce that allowance. We speak you in
not of Missionaries who are tobe sent out, and with -t con-
whom new engagements may be made, but of Mission- d, the!
aries who ave labouring in the field, under already exist- essity
ing engagements. And we are deeply grieved, that, those
after having signed Regulations, whicl require us “to iponse,
place to the eredit of the Board all the avails of our labour, never
and- all presents and payments made us for services 1€ cir-
performed,” in full faith, that the Board would grant i€ late
us an adequate support for ourselves, and for our children, unong
until the age of sixteen ; and when in the same full faith, nial of
which precluded all anxiety about our children, and all Board
desire to lay up a Rupee for them, we had presented o Tayqy
the Board all the little savings, which some of us, from lo- ‘
cal and temporary causes, were enabled to make, and had




even, from n eiwrnest desire to relieve the funds of the
Board, and aid in supportine a grcater number of 3js
sionaries, voluntarily proposed a permanent reduction of
our allowance, which proposal was accepted, or rather
enforced by the Board, being returncd with many unera-
clous modiﬁc:lti'rms_: we h:.;\'(‘. been obliged to reGeive d
further communication, assigning to our children, if sent
home, what is confessedly not an adequate support, if
any purposes of education are commnpl;{tml-——ln:ll;'m-r
0 provision for their passage, as the A. B. €. I, M.
" have dene—and what is worse, declaring virtually, that
for every year they are sent home before the e of
ten, they shall have no sapport at all.  And we would
respectfully ask every member of the Board who is a
parent, whether he would be willing to bind himself,
;} for all future life, never to make a sm_;gl(-. cent of mo-
Amey, to subsist on an allowance which is just sufficient
b 'to keep him and his family alive from day to day, and
{ place his children in the sitnation in which ours are
threatened to be placed; and, while he remembers that
| Missionaries are liable to have at least as many anx-

f

i
i

- _ieties for their children’s fitture welfare, as Ministers who

;7 arc reposing in the lap of their mother country, may he be

) influenced by the golden precept and the compassionate
spirit of the Saviour, to decide [or our children, as he
would wish others to decide for his.

At a mecting of Missionaries in Manlmain, August 10,
1839,—present Apnorr, Howarp, Jupson, Kincamn,
Oscoop, Snioxs, Srevens and Vinron;

Resolved unanimously, 'That, as some of the mem-
hers of the Board may not be aware of the great expense
of living in most parts of the Fast Indies, compared with
that of living in the United States, the {ollowing Notices
be appended to the present communication.

From personal ingquiries made of several Missionaries,
we have aseertained that the English Baptist Missionary
Society allow their Missionaries in Calcutta and other
. parts of India two hundred and thirty Co’s. Rupees a month
for a man and wife, without house-rent, which, i Calcut-
ta, is considered equivalent to one hundred and eighty ru-
pees with house-rent. and sixteen rupees for each child,
until sisteen years of age, in case of a boy, and until mar-
ried, in case ofa girl.  Widows :mt! orphans 'regeivo.the.ir
support from scp:lrute'fmnl, lo‘\vlnch the ;\‘I_lssmpurles n
past years, have contributed from the avails of .\"CIIO(.)I-
teaching and other labours, in connection with their mis-
sinn:u'y‘work, which “ fund enables the society to allow a
widow eighty rupees a mouth in India, or sixty Pounds a
vear in Fngland; to each child twenty rupees a month here,




or twenty Pounds annually in England; and to each or-
phan” (that is a child deprived of both parents) “‘Llurty ru-
pees monthly here, or twenty Pounds yearly in _Ln.glmu.l,
"The London Missionary Society pay their Missionaries
‘in Bengal one hundred and seventy rupees, for a single
man, two hundred and fifty, for a married couple, \\'l!hout
house-rent, and ten for each child, till ten years of age,
and twenty above that age. The Church Missionaries in
Beugal receive two hundred and fifty rupees a month and
house-rent beside. The Missionaries of the London So-
ciety in Penans and the Straits receive two hundred and
twenty rupees a month, for a man and wife, with an extra
allowance for house-rent, but none for children. In all
the above cases, extra allowance is made for travelling
expenses and other charges of a public nature.

The following extract of a letter from one of the Mis-
sionaries of the A. B. C. F. M. stationed at Madras,
will show the allowance made by that Board to their Mis-
sionaries in India. “We have a family allowance, regu-
Jated by each mission according to circumstances, with
the approval of the Prudential Committee. The allow-
ance differs but little at the different missions in India,
but is somewhat higher at Madras and Bombay, than at
Madura and Jaflna, the expenses of living being greater.
It was in each case fixed after considerable experience.
As some can live on less than others, those who save from
their allowance ushally devote it to a missionary object,
though they are not required to do so. The allowance
for a Missionary and wife is one hundred and fifty Pounds
per annum, for a single Missionary one hundred Pounds,
for a single woman about eighty-seven Pounds and a
half, for a_child about sixteen Pounds, whether the
parents are living or not, if the child is in the mis-
sion. A widow receives the same as a single female :
but the allowance would be less if the widow or single
female were sitnated in a family, so as not to require so
much. The passage of children home js paid, and there
is an allowance for outfit. At home, they are entitled, if
they need it, to fifty dollars per annum for boys and forty
dollars for girls for six years, if not over twelve years of
age on their arrival, but if they are, they can receive the
‘allowance until they are eighteen only. The above in
regard to our salary is necessarily general. The intention
1s not to exceed one hundred :m(l‘ﬁ[t_v Pounds, for a man
and wife. At Jafina, where this is the currency, the al-
lowance is fixed at one hundred and fifty Pounds; at Ma-
dura, jt is monthly one hundred and twenty-five rupees; at
Madras, one hundred and thirty-three and one-third: at
BDombay one hundred and thirty-seven and one half, &ec.
‘Our house-rent, medicines, medical advice (usually),
Jostace in some mstaneos and travelling expenses, when
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on a journey, or a long tour, are at mission cxpense,  We
have in some cases made allowances for horse-keeping, /7
where a horse seemed necessary for missionary work, or
for health. At Madras we have an allowance which about
covers the expense of keeping a horse for each family
througli the year. - T'he Treasurer of the Board has ne-
ver reversed our accounts, nor objected to them in any
way to my knowledge

The first American Missionary, who arrived in Burmah,
being then without support from any Society, consented
to an arrangement with the Serampove Missionaries,
by which he received one hundred and thirty Sicca Ru-
pees a month, for himself and wife, and ten for each child,
thouzh the monthly expense of two missionary families in
Rangoon, had been generally about four hundred rupees.
‘The allowance accepted by him was exclusive of building,

¢

house-rent, medieal charges, postage and travelling ex- o
penses, This allowance was subsequently adopted by 4

the A. B. B. F. M., established at Philadelphia, and
with the additional specifications of one hundred rupees
for a single man, and seventy for a widow or single
woman, was paid by the Board to all their Missionaries in

India for a long course of years, r
In the year 1834, several Missionaries in conference 1
at Maulmain, proposed the following scale, which, while '

it greatly reduced the allowances in the main, sccured
a more cquitable distribution, viz.

Ior a man and wife Sicca Rs. 100
For a single man O
TFFor a widow or single female,
keeping her own table GGl |
For a single female, residing in
a Missionary’s family PO
For a child until seven years of age Ry
» s Irom seven to eighteen U s 1‘

Tixtra expenses as formerly.
N. B. No charge for children’s passage home, and no
| intention of troubling the Board with the questions, where
or how they were to be brought up.

The Board took advantage of this proposal, and in 1837,
reduced all the proposed allowances from Sicca Rupees (o
Co’s (fifteen of the former being equal to sixteen of the
latter,) fixed the allowance of a child at twelve rupees un-
til sixteen years of age only, and appended some very un-
welcome restrictions in regard to extra expenses. When
we ventured to remonstrate against such an ungenerous
reception of our proposal to retrench, they proceeded in
1838, to reduce the allowance of a widow or single fe-
male, living in a mission family to forty rupces a month,
and while they allowed fiftcen for a child, they suspended




it on the condition of his remaining in this country. i
sent to America, the rule of the A. B. C. T. M. was
adopted, leaving out the support from sixteen to eighteen,
and making no allowance for passage or outfit.

Tn order to give an idea of the expense of living on this
coast, compared with that of living on the Madras coast, to
which the extract of the letter given above refers, we
subjoin the following notes from several individuals of
our acquaintance, who formerly lived in the Madras pre-
sidency, and are now living with their families in this
place.

“Pear Sir,
It is my opinion, founded on experience,
that living is much more expensive here, than at Madras.
Yours,” &c.

Commissariat Clerk.

“My Decar Sir,
I am of opinion that the expense of living
a2t Maulmain is about onc-third more than at Madras. :
Iam,” &ec.

Clerk in the Pay Oflice.

“My Dear Sir,

We have lived many years both in Ma-
dvas and at this place.  The difference in the expense here
is above onc-third more than it is at Madras. This
caleulation my brother made some months ago, when he
was thinking of returning with his family to Madras.

Yours,” &ec.

Teacher of a Private School.

“My Dear Sir,

Tt is not casy to give a correct statement.
of the difference of prices between this and other stations
in India without entering into detail; but as you do not
wish this, I shall merely state generally that the difference
of expense between Maulmain and Ellore where we were
Jast stationed is, in my opiuion, fully one-third. Indeed,
limiting the comparison to servants and country supplies,
supposing the style of living at both places the same, the
expense here would be nearly double that of Ellore,
and exceed that of Sceunderabad or Bangalore by full
one-third. 1 remain,” &c.

P

Surgeon.
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“My Dear Sir,

The expensiveness of living at Madras
or any part of that coast, can bear no comparison with
similar expenses here, inasmuch as servants’ wages, wash-
ing, &c., are threefold more in value. For instance, |
paid for a house-servant at Madras three and a lalf
rupees, and for a horse-keeper five; here I pay ten each,
or twenty rupees a month. "ThereT paid for my washing,
and my lamily’s five rupees a month, here twelve. There,
when I rented a house, I paid from fourteen to tienty-
one rupees for a tolerably decent place; here, 1 conld
not procure a place for my family under forty or fifiy a
month. Bazar articles also, with but one or two oxc'ep-
tions, are much higher here.  Bread, butter, meat, &c. are
Just twice as dear, and as to tea, sugar, European articles
of use or consumption, and medical comforts, why, if
traders find that it yields them a fair profit, clearing all
expenses, to bring them over from Madras and Calcutta
and sell them here, it stands to reason, that they must
bear a proportionable increase in value in this country.
As the expense ot .conveyanee and labonr is less and the
number of adventurers greater from the two Presidencies
to their several dependant stations, it cannot but be con-
cluded, that the expense of procuring these articles is less
in any part of India, not subject to the same isolation in
regard to these advantages, than it is in this country.”

"The following additional note from the last writer fur-
nishes some data to estimate the salary allowed by the
AGEBECL M.

“Your other question refers to the relative value of Eng-
lish and Indian currency. £100 at par is Co’s Rs. 875,
at 8 3-4 Rs. per £ or 2s. 3 1-2d. per R. but this is a
rate of exchange at which, as a special favour, the Court
of Directors have allowed soldiers to make their family re-
mittances. Commissioned Oflicers make their remittan-
ces at from Is, 3d. to Is. Gd. per R. the rate varying every
year, as ‘orders are received from the hiome Authorities.
The Bazar rate of exchange again is very different; the
English sovereign or £is sold herc at from 10 1-4 to
10 {-2 Rs. now, sometimes at 11 Rs. but bills on Eng-
land, when procurable, are from 9 to 11 Rs. the£ vary-
ing according to the circumstances of either the buyers

or the sellers,
Yours,” &c.

Merchant.

N. B. The usual average estimate in different parts
of Iudin is 10 Rs, to the L' e —
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he following additional notes ip regard to Beneal
~may not be inappropriate, =

<My Dear Sir, 5 &
You fxs_kcd'my opmion as to the differ-

‘ence of the expense of living in this place and in Calcutta.
'] have been making a gencral calculation, and find that
[ could live in (?_nlc-ut(:l, with a little better provision for
my table, including servants; for one-third less. Ilouse-
rent T leave out, I could make eighty rupecs g0 as far
in Calcutta as one 'hundrod and twenty-eight here, in food
and domestic service.
- Yours,” &ec.

T'eaclier of the Government Schoql.

“My Dear Sir,
‘ Who can for a moment doubt, that in
Bengal living is by far 'much less expensive than at Maul-
‘main?  Servants, for instance, can be hired at less than
half, and many of them at a quarter what we pay here.
‘Beef and mutton to he had for almost nothing, compared
ito this; poultry as cheap, if'not cheaper than we are
icharged here; as for rice it is also abundant. Al] oro-
‘eeries also are much more reusonable in price. The
only advantage that Maulmain holds over Bengal is cli-
mate: but, even here, those who are subject to liver com-
‘plaints or predisposed to consumption, vo ofl more rapid-
ly than in Bengal.

I am,” &ec.

Surgcon.

In conclusion, we wish to express our confidence in
the wisdom and kind feeling of the Board at large, and
trust, that, though they may be unable to pay even the
stipulated allowances of their Missionaries, if the public
refuse to furnish the means, they will not, without neces-
sity reduce our allowances, seeing they are already below
those of all other Missionaries in the East, of whom we
have any knowledge. We beg the Board to recipro-
cate the confidence we feel, and to believe, that we are
conscientiously unwilling to expend a single Rupee of
sacred mission;n'y mones, for the purpose of living gen-
teelly, or of cnriching ‘our families; and we bescech
them, since they now have a full expression of our
views, to adopt such measures, as will bind us togeth-
¢ in the honds of christiun love, and enmable us to
press forward in our c.m§r5(‘, with unimpaired vigour.
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