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wotld have been much more satisfactory to all
parties, than a sinple denial that © any such
| Testrictions had heen imposed.”

—te—
FCREIGI CORRESPONDENCE.

SIBSAGOR, Asan, Aug. 5, 183

My Drar Brotoee:—The last overland majl
brought me a letter frem a friend, giving an ac- |
count of missionary meetings at Philadelphia. |
From this letter I learn that some statenicnts |
of mine in reference to the restrictions placed |
|upon the mission press in Burmah were |
| read by the Rev. Dr. Babeock, and  that ‘
“both Dr. Bright and 3. Gronger de- |
“Inied that any such restrictions had been im- |
poscd.”  This 1 regret to hear for two reasons:
first, it diverts atteniion from the consideration
of great privciples to. mere questions of tact;
and, secondly, imposes orn:e the necessity of
bringing forward evidence to show that ny as-
sertions were correct. -A missionary who should
send home important Statements, and after- |
wards remain silent when those statements were |
pronourced untrue, would be no longer wortlhy
ot tue confidcnce of the churches by whom he g
is supiported. !

to merely stated that my communications were !
inaccurate, or ihat the writer had been mis-
mistaken in some respects, they might have
done ample justice, both to themselves and to
’me, by pointing out the particular errors into
{which T had fallen.  This could have been
dove by producing the printed regulations
which had been cirenlated among the missiona-
res, and of which a copy might no doubt have
{ been found amongst the papers of the Deputa-
ton. 1t appears to me that such a course

Having now

Had the officers of the Union above referred ,
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/| before me a rough draft of the letter I wrote !
to Dr. bnbcml\, and a copy of the “Regula-
|l tions of the Manlmain Printing Establishment
and Depositm;,’ signed by the deputation and
|| printed by their direction, I wili endeavor by
a comparison of ti:e two to show that my brief |
{ and hurried synopsis of these rules was o cor- |
rect and fair one; and should the restrictions
appear susceptible in any respect of a more
agreeable colorving than I have given them, it
will afford me pleasure to make the proper cor-
| rection.
Oa examining my letter, I find, in the para- |
| graph respecting” the prass, five specific ations, !
which I will take up in their order. The hm
statement is, that the depulation have taken i
the press out of the hands of the mfssioni
and placed it under ths direct management |
of the Executive Commiitee. In proof of
this I will quote® the preamble of the Regula-
tions.
“The Maulmain Printicg Establishment anad
Depository, being organized for the common |
use and benefit of aij the missions in anuh-‘
‘and involving & heavy annual expenditure, are |
placed under a direction separate from and in- '
dependent of any ene of the missions, and im- |
|
|
.
i
1
i
|
Y
|

mediately yesponsible fo the ldxecutive Com-

imittee, The Committee appoint a Publication

Committee, and an Auditory Committee, whose
duties, and the duties of the Printer and De-

pository, until otherwise directed, shull be as!
follows, on and after Oct. 1, 1853.”

That this is not a mere nominal or gencrnl
control, but that the action of the Excenfive |
Committee extends to the most minute details, l
a perusal of the Regulationg, embracing noless |
than thirty articles, and five supplementary i

rules, will abundantly show. The 8th, 9th, 15th, | %
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l 16th, 1Tth, all refer to the management of de-an b
tails; but they are too long to copy. One or b
two of them will suffice as a specimen. 1=
} « 8. It shall be the duty of the Printer, who be
i shall also be the depository to take, annually, h-
] Lan account of stock, including presses, type, |
{ furniture, paper, ink, publications on hand, &ca I. I3
3 &e., with their appraised value; publications| |~

: being rated at cost. Said account shalj
be taken, and a copy of the same audit-
ed, shall be pgiven to the Tublication' ,
| Committee at least three months in advance of \
. 4 the time of their annual statement. and in all |
| ordinary cases on or before the first day of Ju- A
ly; and a duplicate copy, with the duplicate
certificate of the Auditory Committee, shall be
inmediately forwarded by the Printer to the - |
Executive Commiittee. - i
| «9. Immediately on receiving a copy of the |
annual statement of the Publication Commit- | {,’
"‘ the Printer shall make on the basis of said
statement, an estimale of expenditures and ,-,'
7' <hall forward said estimate without dolevtothe & ¥
Executive Committee. The estimute shall cov- |
er the entire (supposed) cost both of the print- |
ing establishment and the depository in the i
specified year, and shall designate the amount ;
| put to each; embracing cost of the materials, )
as paper, ink, &e., which will be used within the '
year; also the wages of workmen, and iuciden-
 tal expenses, together with the salury of the !
! Printer. If materials are to be purchased i
| j | within the year, the estimated cost of the same;

|

{

{

included in the gross estimate shall be specified;
also what part of the materials are required for
|| job work.  There shall be, in addition to the ;
estimate, & memorandum of the supposed avails i
of iob work during the said yeor.” A/
=
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My letter goes on to say, that nothing can

be printed cxcept by the sanction of a Pub
' lishing  Committee, who are. appointed d-
{ rectly by the Executive  Committee. The
Imisxilma‘ have not even the privilege of nom-
"_l'nuting this Commilttee, s ;
The preamble above quoted shows that the
{ appointment rests exclusively with the Execu-
tive Comniittee. It is evident that no recom-
mendation, or action whatever on the part of the
missions, was contemplated as a preliminary to
the appointment of the Publication Commit-
tee. The only approach to an election by mis-
sionaries, is in case of a vacancy; and in filling
this even, the 'mi$ions, as such, have no voice,
the appoiutment  js strictly confined to the
Committee itself,

“7. The Publication Committee shall ap-
point its own chairman and secretary, and fill
| its own vacancics, pending appointments by
' the Executive Committee; and all communica-
|| tions to or on behalf of the Publication Com-

mittee shall be made through or by said secre-

tary.”
The 6th and 10th articles restricting the
| Printer to such worlks as havo been approved
i by this commiittee and by the Iixecutive Com-
ittce are expressed in definite and unqualitied
terms. .

“10. The Printer shall print for mission pur-
poses and at the cost of the Union such works
only, and in sach form and style, and such num-
ber of copies of each, as shall have heen ap-
proved by the Executive Committee, accord-
ing to the copy given to him by -the Publica-
tion Commitiee, who ghall also determine in
what order us to time such work shall be priot-

jed; he shall see that the printing is executed
lin & workman-like manuer, without waste and
| free from typggraphical crrors; he sha

-
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cause the books to be b(.)u'ud, and in such man- \
i ner, or slitched, or rétained in sheets, as direct-
ed by the Publication Commirtee.”

“6. The Publication Committeshall prompt-
Iy notify the Printerof «all works approved- by
the xecutive Committee for publication; they
shall put into his hands copies of the same us
s0 approved, and shall direct ip‘\vhut order us
{o time they <hall be printed. They shail also
direct in what style works printed shall be puat
up, as to binding aud otherwise.” :

My letter further states that the Publishing
Committee are not only appointed by the Iox-
eculive, but that after they are appointed, they
are not allowed lo act except as they are di-
{rected.  Eterywork approved by the Publi-
cution Commitlee must be sent home twelve
months beforehand with the reasons for print-
ing it”

The following articles will show wlether
this assertion was correct:

“1. 'I'he Publication Committee shall report
to the Iixecutive Committee annually, and in
all ordinary caf s twelve monihs.in advatuce of
the operations of the Press, what books,
tracts, periodicals, and other publications ought
in their judgment to be printed for the Mission
i within the specified year, in what Janguages and
-whether they would be re-prints or new worls;
also the forn, size and style, including the kind
of style approved by them fur each, and the
number of copics of the publications respect-

ively required. lmmediately on  completing
said - stitement, they shall give w copy of the
| same {o the Printer”
I “ 2, The Publication Comumittee shall com
| municate to the Exeentive Committee, in con-
I nection with their - snnual statement aloresaid,
the; grounds ol their judgment expressed there-

~7Tnd et the applica-
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to vex and trample under fc
Most High; or shail this be
to which the beastand the fa
cast?”

The huge shadows of mig
ready playing before us, @
is soon to be realized. Th
are engaged wil] have no m
termining the results; and n
a Chrisfian can excuse him
in the conflict.

Now is the time for ac
battle is to be fought. The
ciples i3 daily becoming
sound of the battle trump
and the notes more definite
diplomacy can avert this w
unity and fervency. Wer
in them: possessing a spiri
ness, who will go forth
and labor witha will, and
tion to the service of Chris
in the case require, and ot
and the times demand.

When was tliere ever, ir
such a theatre for the dev
ciples, for their unrestricte
and the triumph of the rigl
the conflict Jast, and fearfi
but while we may not me:
estimate the heat and viru
know that the end will be
eousness—Sutuu's overthr
tablishment, by Christ ou
yersal empire of truth and
a power in the gospcl. whi
due and bring under its ¢
ant element; to make
Papist and Pagan; Matc

in, éu;bx'}:cillg their opiuiun';' as Lo the cliarac- |
ter and value of the works severally, and so far

as practicable, and they shall judge-it to be ex-

pedient, the opinions on the sume of other

members of the Missions using respectively the

languages in which said works are written.—

T'he members of the Committee are further at

liberty, separately or together, and so fur as

they judge necessary or expedient, to consult

competent n-tives on works presented for pub-

lication, particularly with regard to the adapt-
edness of said works to the people for whom in-
tended, and their styleof execution, whether
grammatical, idiomatie, perspicuons and forcible
ot otherwise; and to report to the Executive
Committee the opiniovns of said natives, when
8o obtained, and the respect to which they
are entitled.” |

“It shall further be the duty of the Publi-
cation Conumittee to forward to the Execative
| Committee, with its annual statement, a faith-
(ul translation, or in place of this an accurate
compend of the contents, of every original work
recommended in said statement for publication,
the translation or the compeud to be furnished
to the Publication Committee by»the Author;

{ and also, in regard to every travslated work, a
copy ot the original, or a reference to it, with
an account of all important retrenchments, ad-
ditions or alterations, made in its translation;

| suid copy aud account to be furnished to the
Publication Committee by the {ranslator.”

“b Invegard to every rew work submitted
for approval for publication, except periodicals,
the Publication Committee shall withhold such
approval until its author or translator shall
bave placed a fair copy of the same in'their
hands at their disposal, together withi the writ-
ten approval of the work by two ordained mis-

ud {IaE the applica-
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and Pantheist; B{I;umﬁ, 1
siun and Chinese, “all one i

Let but the members of ¢*

Christians throughout this
faithful to the great trust ¢
“and our land will become
Holiness.” Asa denominat
blessed us with wealth, les
fivence. He has given us
ence to reject all human cre
rely solely upon “ the truth «
oftruth.” 'We have no my
mitred Bishops to lord it ¢
We preach “one Lord, onc
“and baptize only professe
God has placed before us
no man can shut; and ur
door the crimson dye of lo
upon our skirts when Go
tion for blood. There ar
great, but only such as e
march of ®divine truth. I
word is not bound. The
“js quick and powerful,” ¢
of faith, ye shall-be able tt
darts of the adversary.”
Enter, then, upon this ¥
pose, and a resolute detert
faith and fortitude of the
clare:
« Hheve T stand, and
God be my help! A

..... ——p ©

I
THE PROFITABLENE-S_S_

What saith the Apos}
othy? “All Seripture 1
of God, and is profitab

proof, for c(r)rrccti’on,v for

si()l;n'ric.;s: using the lung.iagé in which the said. =
work is written, beside its author or translator;
provided, that in Peguan such written approv-
al from both the Peguan missionaries shall be
accepted by the Publication Committee. Hav
ing uppm\'ed any work aud forwarded their ap-
provul to the Exccutive Comumiltee, the Pub-
lication Committice shall make and shall allow
to be made, no alteration in said work be‘orc
giving the same to the Printer, except as author-
ized expressly by the Executive Committee.”
«5. In regard to re-prints recommended for
publication, the Publication Committee shall

' state to the Kixecutive Committee, the number
: of copies of said work on hand, as reported to

them by the Depository, also the number on
hand at the several stations, and the additional
number required at said stations within the en-

| suing year, as reported to them by the Mission

Secretaries. With regard to works, whether
re-prints or new, of the demand for which the

| Publication Committee have doubts, they shall

be at liberty to make further inquiry of any or
of all the missions councerned, and they shall
withhold their recommendation for the publica-
tion of said works until those doubts are re-
moved; provided, nevertheless, thatin the event
of a diversity of opinions, the Publication

' Committee are at liberty to state the same, and

the grounds thereor to the Executive Commit-
teg.” 4
“25. It shall be the duties of the missionar
ies, and assistant missionaries, to communicate
to the Publication Committee, whenever re- |
quested by said Committee, their opinions us
to the character and usefulness of works prin- |
ted for the Union in the language with which
they are respectively acquainted, and of the |
demand for them; more partienlarly with res- |

~ nd tHaF the applica-
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eousness, that the man of «

thoroughly furnished unto
here unequivocally asserted
the Word of God, given 1
spiration, and for the pu
furnishing to every good w
for their guide, and the m
Its high practical import
never be over estimated.
the same relation to the'm
sun does to the physical.
of both and scems to have
ted them for similar purp
the light of the soul, the o
created worlds. The Bib’
cunningly devised fuble, im
uilty of the world for som
thy object. Itis by no
theory which may be rec
pleasure; and without” ar
ever. Butitis God’s d
pose and his will to man,
of the universe. It cont-
His government, the natt
fearful penalties. ~ It desc
and rebellion, and the m¢
tion to his offended sove
It contains a system o

DESIGNED /

pcct to the works proposed to be reprmtod 1
and what alterations, if any, ought, in thelr‘
judgment, to be made in the same. QA

“27. Of every new work proposed 'to be
printed, the anthor or translator, shall present
to the Publication Committee, a fair copy en-
tire, together with the written approval of the
same by two ordained missionaries, using the
language in which said work is written, except
that in the Peguan, the approval of both the
Peguan missionaries shall be accepted by the
Publication Committee; said work to be left
exclusively to the disposal of said Committec.
No alterations shall be made in said work after
said approval is given, and prior to its delivery
to the Publication Committee. Of every orig-
inal work, the author shall also send to the
Publication Committee a fuithful translation,
orin place of this, an accurate compend of its
contents; and with respect to every translated

\.

work, the translutor shall send to said Commit- |

tee a copy of the original, with an account of
all important rctrcnclnnegs additions or alter-
ations, made in said work ‘as-translated:™® -
The next statemént in my letter was, that
afler a work had received the sanction of the
Ezxecutive Committee, neither the author, nor
the Publishing Committee could alier a word
while it was passing twrough the Press. 1
also added the ‘opinion that no Buptist would
consent o print even a tract, much less a por-
tion of Seripture, without the privilege of cor-
recling any error, or improving any expression
that, after twelve months reflection and experi-
ence in the langnage, mightbe found to require
alteration. I should think it could hardly be
denied, that the rules do preclude all amend-
ments after the approval of the Executive; but
if there is any doubt on_this point, I.would

|

wnd that the applica- &
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T.l:;;rﬁlﬁ call attention to the articles lnst quoted. \3 :
| By the 27th, the author is precluded from mak- |s

{ ing any alteration, after the approval of two !
 ordained missionaries is obtuined, “prior to its i
delivery to the Publication Committee.” By {
the 4th article the Publication Committee are
equally prevented from making any alteration
after they have forwarded the work to the Ex- &. |
ccutive; “they shall make, and shall allow 1o
he made, no alteration in said work, before giv- o |
ing the same }6 the printer, except as anthor
ized expressly by the Exccutive Commitiee.”
Nor can the printer make any alteration; for
thie 10th article requires Lim o print “aceord-
ing fo the copy given to him by tlie Publica- |
tion Commiiftee” T am sorry if T have mistak-
en the meaning of these rules; they certainly |
appear to have been made with great care, and
guarded against even the possibility of misin-
terpretation.

My letter also stated that by the Maulmain |

Regulations, @ missionary. could not even
commence preparing a work withovt first writ- | o |
g tothe Publishing Commitlee to get theiy
approval.  'The 28th article is as follows:

“28. Tt shall be the duty of évery missionary
or assistant missionary, designing the prepara-
tion of a new work, and before entering upon
Ilit, to consult with the Publication Committee, |
as to the need of such a work, and the proba-
ble demand for ity and whether any other mem- 7 s |
her of the missions fiusandertaken or designed 'y |
the rame or a similar work.” ;

| =
No provision is wmade for dispensing with ‘ i
these rules in any case, except for the first year
as stated in a note to thie snpplementary rales: | ..
“Some of the regulations taking effect ordinar- |,
ily twelve or fifteen months in advance of the | o
Press, they are modified for the _ensuing year {3

and that the applica-

s dald al’ lohon and tha' | [




been constituted on t
whole amount of se
to the continued labo
and three months. *
raised towards thei
‘and, contributed $3
ganizations, and the
:forForeign Alissions

It will be seen by
that a decided adve
| former year in our 1
perhaps as a denom
this, in part, we a
God, to s
—— OTH'
without whose aid
would be doubtful,
time to come excee
Baptist Home Mis
deep and abiding
our churches; but
cessity, be gradual
tute fields. They
help in the time
{his we owe then:
and a liberal shar
sending the gospe
exploring agency,
discontinued, and
tablished for the
churehes.

The Amerjcan
has two colporter
a Gierman, whose
his own countrym

Bro. W. E. Gx
untiring labors as
among his Germ®
churches, into w!
hoen bantized _ur

e - -v R S
=[only™™ "These modifications do not extend t:{}

the preparation of books. The lust rule is as
follows:

43, Art. 28 is extended to new works now in
conrse of preparation. |
“On bekialf of the Lxecutive Committee,
Soroyox Prex,
JyxEs N. ORANGER.
“Rangzoon, Sepl., 18537

Whatever injustice I may bave done the

ceedings, has now I hope been atoned for in
these lengthened cxtracets, faithifnlly copied |,
from their printed rules. T believe U have now |
noticed every statement contained j inmy letter,
which refers to the restrictions imposed on the

Press.  Whether such restrietions have been
imposed or not, the above quotations will de-
cide. Having, as I trast, set myself right in
regard to the faets, it is searcely uecessary for |,
me.to remark on the arguments or opinions :
advanced in my letter. These may have been
correct or ofherwise; my - reasoning m 1y have ;
been inconelu-i s1ve; iy objections without foun- ;
dation; but the fucts vemain as | have stated .

them. Even should there be found jn my lct-

ter some slight inaccuracies, (of which ho\\e\er K

[ bave not the least apprehension) they uunn‘

scarcely affect the broad gereral features of the
case.

And what are those features?  VWhat is thc
the transparent object of fr aming such rcanu,-
tions for the government of missionaries? Is '
it not to bring them under a more efficient and |_
complete coufrol? Ts it sufficient for mlmon-
aries to be assured that they have the «entire

confidence” of {he Do;mt.xtmn and the Exccu- *

tive Comnittee, when they have not the pow-
er of publishing such™vorks ng they deem ndnpl-

T
£y A recay Uney - ww

Deputaticn in my burried account of their pro- :

|

- wuthout a revnlm' prmler, and that the applxcn~
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hoped that the way is opening for t
with us in our Associations and org
forts for the building up of the I
Kingdon.. The Rev. J. Eschman, w
missioned by the Baptist Home MMis
ty, to labor among the Germans of
west, has located in our State and |
collected a small congregation at Re
Bro. J. Bruce of Milwaukee, has rec
ordained to preach among the I
Sheboygan county; with these exce
own missionary is the only Baptist 1
gaged among this numerous class ¢
ulation.

It is to be hoped, that, as a de:
we are beginning to awalke to the

The sad religious destitution exis
portions of the State, was brought
our last Apnual report. It need

peated here, By ‘the grace of G
have been made upon these moral

few isolated cases. DBut we have st
menced; a vast amount of Zldl]lt‘
must be put forth, and means e:
shall be done. A.gom
has been made, but the operu.t{;)yns;
should be greatly enlarged. ﬁ,;:d :
ary ability to 'do 159, an open field :
s dg:;}lyzlsl-:rl:)ux(l:l:'x:lox.\r, MATTE
n cncournging agpeet. In
Beaver Dam
leds

our work

wear a .
ljeve, all are united. e
ted for the locutiox'), 1.1>.1’ /
s of ground for a site. 1
5 come up thus nu.h])

goon have an instituts
st that will do ample s
j (3od. o bles:

selec
and 20 acre
denominatio
and we shall
ed in our mid
he, under
e

anee. ang
S n‘;}}:l,)_inmfv/m

NATURE AND EXTENT OF OUR \ °

— ‘

' ed to itir several fields of LaBor?  Wihat o

be the consequence of selecting three men—
one for each language—Ifrom some twenty mis-
sionavies, and giving them the exclusive right
to yeto any work that may be brought before
them? What can be expected from such a
system but mutual jealousies and heart-burn-
ings? If it is necessary to have a Committee
with such powers, who betler qualified to
select that Committee, than the missionaries:
themselves? Would not a Commitiee 5o ¢hos.
en more fully command the confidence of their
! brethren, and feel themselves in a much more |
agreeable position, than if they are looked up-
on with distrust, as being merely the agents of
the Executive? Why so fearful of gi\'fng mis-
sionaries the largest liberty? The principle of
republicanism is just as beautifnl and Jjust as
gafe, in religious affairs, s it is in the govern-
ment. of vations, and it is what Christ has
emphatically enjoined among all his ministers; |
he has placed them on a perfect equality. Any |
one who considers how immense will be the |
power and influence of this Committee over
the missions, and, on the other hand, how com- !

pletely subservient they must be to the Execu-
tive, will scarely blame me for having compar- |
ed this feature of the missonary organization |
to the government of Napoleon. Lok also
at the vast amount of precious time that must

| be consumed in carrying out these regulations |

in all their details. No one but a missionary |
who has had experience can appreciate the la-
bor involved in the working of such a compli-

cated system.

The Manlmain rules have not yet been ex-
tended to Asam.  Soon after my letter to Dr.

! Babcock was written, we had a visit from tho

F.oreign Secretary, Finding that we wero
j‘]lthmlt aregular printer, and that the applica-
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" |tion of these Regulations, under present cir-
cumstances, would be: impossible, Le has very
| considerately aflowed: usto remain under the
| the old rules, till a new printer comes out.—
 Should they then be applied to Asam, T trast
it may be with very material modifications.
; Yours fraternally, N. Browx.
P.S. Aug. I8, Since writing the above I
have received the Macedoman for June, .and
have read with the utmost astonishment some
of the statements made at the May wmeetings.
No wonder that members arose and said “they
had heard things fit to make their ears tingle.”
But why were not these charges—charges
against some of our most fajthfyl brethren in
Burmah—charges that, if true, must cover
these missionaries with ever enduring and well
deserved disgrace—bron

ght forward in the
Maulmaiu Convention, where e parties could
have defended (hemselves? How deeply is
that excellent and devoteq brother, who has
been laboring for many.-years in the printing
department at Maulmain, injured hy thesc ac-
, Cusations, Hearing,

, & short time sinee, that

| he was reported to have printed works without -

any autliority except that of himself and the

authors, I wrote to ask him if suely was the

.| cuse. T have now recejved his answer, Tle

. Pert) leels surprised ang grieved, sud assnres me that

¢ “the accusation js not frise; that ¥~ - Y Primd.
ed apage for the mission that had not been
according to the Rules of the Execative Com-
mittee.” Tt will be impossible for missionaries
to hold out long un
injurious attacks, aguinst which the
adequate means of g
to a misgionary be

der thege repeated and most

Y have no
efending themselves, Ag
ing Leretofore allowed to
Print at the expense of tke Union whatever Le
Pleased, on hig owp 2uthority, 1 can only say I
Se— .]never lieard or dreamed of gych u thing before/ 4
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REMARKS ON DR. BROWN'S LETTER.

Misstonary Rooxs, Bostox, .
Nov 29, 1854.
“Messns Eprrors:—An article published in
A

- yowrpaper of Nov. 1st, by Dr. Brown, of As-

<£em, may claim some notice. He is surprised
o iéim, “from a friend,” that Dr. Granger and
e, writer “denied that any such restrictions
had beea imposed on the mission press,” as had
been set fortlr in his let*er to Dr. Babcock; and
I rightly understand Dr. Brown, he seems to

ppose that the fact of any restriction having |

en imposed was denied.  But no such denial

]
ould have been made, in any form; for a re-
b, from the - Jixceutive Committee to the |
soardrof Managers, read on the first day of |

the meeting, distinctly stated that restrictions
had been imposed, and, also, explained the na-
tare and objects of those restrictions. (See
the forticth Annual Repart of the American
Baptist Missionary Union, pp. 44, 45.)° What,
then, was denied?  And how was it denied?
Dr. Bubeock read before the Union, the fol-
lowing extract from Dr. Brown's letter to him:
“Bvery work, which this [Publication] Com.-

mittee approve for publication, must be sent |
home twelve months beforchund, with the rea- |
8ons for its beinz published, so that a Com-

n_




mittee of Ministers in Boston muy waste their
precions time in saying \vhcthuf' it shall be
print'ed. If thus saactioned, neither the ‘a|1<
thor nor the Publication Committee can aiter
a word as it is passing {hrough . the press!—

- Surely it is not the intention of such a rule to
regulale printing?  Its only object must bc‘tn
destroy.  Who that has the name of a Baptist
woild consent to print ¢ven a tract, much less
a portioa of Scripture, \\'i‘thout the privilege of
correctily any error, Or improving an expres-
gion that, after twelve moaths’ reflection and
experience in the use of the langnage, e might
find to be necessary? I should consider it trea |
son to the word of God to print any portion of !
it under such restrictions as these.”

After reading this extract, Dr. Babeoclc was
understood to inquire whether such restrictions
as here atated, had been actually imposed on
the work of translatiny-and printing the Serip-
tures? Aund to this inquiry, quoting from the
report of the annual meetings in the Macedon-
ian for June, “I'he Home Socretary replied,
that he knew of nothing.in the regulations,
that, on fair- eongirustion, justified that state-'
ment. H: was sure L}if\t nothing of the kind |
was intended, and it was the first suggestion |
from any quarter, that-such vestrictions were
supposed to have been made. The rule ageinst |
alterations in versions of Seripture, was infend-
ed to protect versions of admitted excellence,
like Dr. Judson’s or Dr. Mason's, from rash
changes on  indlvidual responsibility. «Mr.
Granger added, that the rules were framed on
the most, careful deliberations, from suggestions \
of missionaries at Manlmain, in a joint meeting
and individually.”

It will be scen that Dr. Brown’s letter says
h 4 'y wyyefs 7! v 9 \ e H 3

‘euc/‘x{u‘.nZ;_,c_'a'l_e‘mo‘\jhglrtg}vp_u_b_hcntmn, must
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be printed. Now do the regulations, fairly !
construed, justify this statement? The regula-

tions make it the duty of the Publishing Com-

mittecto “report” anrually, and “mn all or-
dinary cases, twelve months in advance of the
operations of the press, 7 what should be prin-
ted, “within the specified year;” and, also, in

‘connection with this anunual statement, to send

home a “faithful translation, or, in place of
this, an accurate compend of the contents of
every origival work, ecommended in £aid state-
ment, for publication.” The regulations also
provile, in the case of every translated work,
that a “ copy of the ori_inal, or a reference to
it,” with an account of the “important” chan-
ges made, shall be given to the Executive Com-
mittee. So: that, instead of a stringent regu-
lation, - requiring ¢ every work” to be sent
home, “twélve months beforehand,” no more
i3 required than that, in ordinary cases, the
statement shall be aceompanied by such trans-
lation, compeund or refefence, as shall enable
the executives to form an opinion for themselves
as to the character of what it is proposed to '
print at the expense of the treasury.

But Dr. Brown. would “consider it treason
to the word-of God to print any portion of it |
under sneh restrictions,”—restrictions that do
net suffer the altering of ¢“a word,” the “cor-
recting of an error,” or the “ improving of an
expression,” as the work passes through the
press.. SBuch restrictions might, indeed, be pro-
perly so_considered, il applied to the transla-|
tion” of the Word of God while yet in the {
hands of the translators; and it may be that,
in regard to other works, the prohibition could
be made,. by severe pressure, to appear unres-




tended to deprive authors of the privilege o
making merely verbal changes in their own
productions; and it could have no reference
whatever to translators of the Scriptures. The
regulations have respect to a press in a country
where the Word of God had been _already

* translated; and the chief object of the prohib-

hibitory rule was to protect the versions made
by Dr. Judson and Dr. Masori from unauthor-
ized alteration. No such rule would have been
applied to missions in which the translation of
the S:riptures was in progress, without a gpe-
cial exemption of such travslation from its
operation. The executive of the Union avow,
and would never swerve from, the principle that
every translator must answer to his own con-
science, before God, for the manner jn which
he renders His word into -another language.
Heuce it is not to be inferred that a rule adop-
ted for the protection of a translation already
made, is intended to govern a travslation in
progress. Indeed, I suppose that Dr. Brown
himself would not he anwilling to have his As-
samese New Testament protected by the very
rale of which he now complaios.

I have thus aimed to give any of your rend- B
ors, who may feel an interest in the question,
the means of Judging for themselves, whether'
a “fair construction” of the regulations, justi-
fies the sweeping statement made in-<what I un-
derstood to be theextract read from Dr. Brown'’s
letter at Philadelphia. But allusions may have
been made, at, that time, broad enough to cov- |
er all that was contained in the paragraph
from which the extract previously quoted is

‘| taken. It is said, in that paragraph, of the

deputation, that “they have taken the press
out of the hands of the Missions, and placed
it under the direct management of the Iixecn-




[ tive Committee; " and without the sanction of
a publishing committee, appointed by the Exe.
cutive. Committee, “nothing can be printed;”
and that «q missionary cannot even commence
prepating’a worl, without first applying to-the
publishing Committee for their approval.” It
is possible that, these additional statements
were alluded to, if not read, at the annual meet-
ing. Permit me to say, therefore, that because
the Maulmain Press and depository, to use the
words of the regulations, were © agencies for

| the common use ang benefit of all the missions
in Burmah, and involving a heavy aonual ex-
penditure,” thay were placed nnder a direction
separate from, and independent of, any one of
the missions; and immediately responsible  to
the xccutive Committee.” The revolution
thus wrought, resolves itself practically into

Jjust this:—the Iixecutive Committee, for what
were deemed adequate reasons, have changed
the agency, through which to conduct the
Maulmain press, from the missions, severally to
a publishing committee, consisting of Messrs
Wade, Stevens, and- Haswell—three of the
oldest missionaries ‘in- Burmabh, representing
three of the missions, and three of the langua-

ges of the people; simply requiring that they
make report of their doings, to await the sane- ‘
tion of the Bxecutive Committce. Surely such |

change, including such men as constitute the

pub]ishing committee, ought not to awaken the }
apprehension of an attempt to injure the right-

fal liberties of. the missions,

Then as to-the “approval ” of the publishing
Committee being necessary, befose a missiona-
Iy can * commence preparing a work.” A yefor-
ence to the rule, as published in your paper,
will show that nothing more is required of a
missionary, in such case, than that he “consull «

2




[ with {he publication committec ag to the nced
of such a work, and the probable demand for
it; and whether any other member of the mis-
sion has undertaken or designed {he same or g
similar work.” . Nothing is said in the rule of,
an approval being necessary; and it is mapi--
fest that a main object of the rule is to securef
to the‘missionary such knowledge as would be.
important to any man who might think of yri-»
ting a book in such circumstances, Indeed, I
think it may be Jjustly said ot the regulations,
ag a whole, that they carry with them the evi-
detice: of having been framed with a careful
desire to secure to the work of boolkmaking,
printing;and distribution, the three important |
advanfages of a judicious appropriation of la-
bor; improvement in the character of the pub- |
lication; and economy in the expenditare of
money.

I have no idea that Dy, Brown intended to
! interpret the regulations otherwise than Jjustly,
nor do I-take it upon myself™to say that the
rules themselyes are, in all respects, perfect,
They have been modified in some particulars
since they were first adopted by the Executive
Commitlee; and I am sure that other modif-
cations will be_made when demanded by the in-

terests of the work of evangelizing Burmah.
If we had~but one mission in the world, and
an inexhaustibla treagury, it might answor to
dispense with all such things as regulations,
and give to missionaries, as well gg agents and
seeretaries, what Dr. Brown calls the “largest,
liberty.” But so broad -a dispensation, as to
the use of what costs money, might not be quite
expedicnt or safe, while many missions seelk
supplies from a treasury that is so much often-
er empty than full, L. B.
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DR BRIGHT'S LETTER.

Our readers will find on the fist page, a
communication from the Home Secretary, oc-
casioned by the letter from Dr. Brown, of
Asam, which we published a few weeks since,
We' cheerfully give it an insertion, and invite
attention to it.  Upon the merits of {lie ques-
tion raised in these letters we shall say nothing

- at presént  Our high regard for Br. Brown,

however, induces us to notice the matter, not
as apologetically for him, but for the purpose
of expressing our conviction that in declaring
his sentiments so plaioly and decidedly, he is
actuated by the noblest motives, Of this, the
Secretary would intimate no doubt, we are
sure.  The toneof his letter we regard as per-
fectly kind toward the absent missionary,

Br. Brown feels, as assured to him by his
long experience and lis opportunities for ex-
tended observation, the importance of leaving
missionaries, in' {heir work, fiee from the em- |’
barrassing influence of unnecessary rules and
restrictions.. In this we cordially sympathize
with Lim, and for this reason, hope that the in-
timation of the Secretary of a probable modi-
fication of the Printing Regulations will be re-
alized. ITe will feel, moreover, some solicitude
as to the manner in which the frank and de-
cided expression he has made of his sentiments
will be reeeived in this country. Twenty years
have passed since he sailed for his field of mis-
sionary toil. During that long period he has

never visited-his native land. Infirm in health

and suffering, with ' wife, under the puin of |
e ”




(v necessary separation wom their children, sus-
taining, besides at his post trials and burdens
of no ordinary weight, he can ill afford te lack
the evidence that the sympathy and confidence
‘and prayers of his hrethren at home are given
to him. Let our rcaders then, fully examine
his reasons given in the letter already pub-.
lished, for the position he tukes, and let us deal
kindly and justly by the absent.
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