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THE CREATION SABBATH.—A correspondens$
2dds to this discussion :

_Every day, starting from the date-transit me-
ridian, (now considered to be in the middle of
the Pacific Ocean,) has twenty-four successive
hours of beginning, and then twenty-four suec-
cessive hours of ending ; and covers forty-eight
hours in all with each particular day-date. Th
God’s ‘“ seventh day ”’ of creation rest, from firsg
beginning till final ending, covered forty-eight
hours : starting westward from the Eden sunseg
Preceding man’s creation, andleaving in its prog-
ress the consummated animal life ; until, after
twenty-four hours, at the crowning creation of
man, near sunset, it began for twenty-four hours
more in Eden, (then regarded us the turning
point of days). Thus, those earlier twenty-four
hours of rest begun, preceding man’s creation,
were the original natural S8abbath of Canaan and
the West, designed for the use of the first special
dispensation, when it showld come. Buf that
later Eden Babbath, the twenty-four hours fol-
lowing men’s creation, as his seventh day, the
‘‘ Sabbath made for man "’ as a race, was kept of
course by man consecutively onward down the
ages ; and was carried from Eden and Ararat,
westward as well as eastward, by the untamed
Gentile tide,—the date-transit meridian being
pushed before it, first into the Mediterranean,
next into the Atlantic, and finally into the Pa-
cific Ocean!

The universality of a seven-day arrangement
in the earliest ages, will be found noted in Aris-
tobulus, Josephus, Philo, Clemens Alex., &e.
But the worship of God wassoon corrupted to a
worship of the sun as his image ; which worghip
prevailed all over the East, as early as Moses’
time. And thus the Eden Sabbath among
the Gentiles became their Sunday ; as noted
of the ancient Persians by Tertullian ; and also,
it came to be considered the beginnin% of
the week, the * first-day,” or foremost dsy of all,
as noted of the ancient Egyptians by Dio
Cassius.

And so, the Israelites while in Egyptian bond-
age fell into the same numbering of the sun-day
as a first-day ; especially as their task-masters.
broke up their observance of it as the seventh-
day Babbath of rest. When, therefore, upon
their leaving Egypt, a ‘‘seventh-day Babbath »?
was again enjoined, as at the giving of manna,
Ex. xvi, they were providentially allowed to
take up for this purpose the popular seventh-day
of those times, as learned by them in Egypt ;—
80 a8 to avoid synchronizing with the hatéd sun-
worship :—and s0 as to distinguish them as a
people from all other nations;—and so.as'to
throw them along twenty four hours, I?}O}} the |
original Canaan Sabbath intended specially fox
them, which (as we saw) preceded by twi ﬁty-"J
four hours the finished Sabbath of Eden. g d

The Israelites thus slipped their Sabbath along
one day sooner ; if not on leaving Egypt, when
manng was given, yet certainly on entéring Ca-
naan, when Joshua by miracle ‘interpolated a
new and extraordinary day, with no night be-
fore or afier it. By nnmbering this with their
other days, (as other nations proceeding astro-
nomically could not do,) they would of course
get their 3abbath moved along one day earlier
than the true solarreckoning of all other nationg,
And so, through a premeditated Providence, the
Jews were separated for a special temporary dis-
pensation, by means of their pecaliar Saturday
Sabbath, as"well a8 their other peculiarities.
And when tha¢ Sinai covenant ** waxed old and
was ready to vanish away," our Saviour on Cal-
vary ‘‘nailed to his cross” that ritual SBabbath
of the Jews, and, in thit sad Saturday tomb-res
of his, providentially buried from reckoning the
day, which for a transient purpoce they had been
allowed providentially to gain.

No new ordinance or commandment was need-
ed, or was given ; example was enough ; for there
remained, untouched and still sanctified, the
original Lord’s day, the great Sunday festival of
the world, handed down all through thenations,
88 the ‘‘Babbath made for man.” This cele.
brates, not, like the Jews’ day, the first, twenty-
four hours of rest begun in Canaan, but the lass
twenty-four hours of finished Eden rest, a type
of the Paradise now at length restored !
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THE SEVENTH DAY SABBATH.—One of our
Iowa Home Missionaries has lately been obliged
to defend the Sabbath against the assaults of

|
|

Second Adventists, and has paid great atten- '

tion to the change of the day from the seventh
to the first. He has given several lectures in-
tended to show that as man’s first full day on
the earth, the day after his creation, was the
seventh day of the creation week, the reckoning
of sevens from man’s creation would make our
‘“first day of the week” and God’s seventh day
of “coincide. He therefore argues that we
ar/epﬁzreping the original Sabbath ; there is no
change, but there kad been one before the Christian
Sabbath, putting the holy day one day back of
the true day.

I have found a singular coineidence with this
view in a most unexpected quarter. Among
some unpublished writings of President Edwards
in my hands are certain ‘‘ Miscellaneous Obser-
vations on the Holy Scriptures,” not contained
in his works, the first of which reads thus:

1. Gen. ii: 3,—‘And God blessed the seventh
day and sanctified it,” &c. It is rendered very
probable by Bedford, in his ¢ 8cripture Chronol-
ogy,” (1730 folio) that this first Sabbath being the
first day of Adam’s life, and so the first day
from whence he began to reckon time, was the
first day of his week ; and so, that the first day
of the week was the day that God sanctified to
be kept by all nations and ages, excepting the
change that was made of the day of the Sabbath

for the Israelitish nation after the coming out of |

Egypt, till the resurreetion of Christ; and also
that the ‘deep sleep’ that was fallen on Adam
in which God took from him one of his rihs and
made Eve of it, was on the night before,”

In his sermon on the ‘‘ Perpetuity and Change |

of the 8abbath,” Pres. E. argues that the es- |

sence of the Divine command was to rest from
labor and keep holy one day after six, ‘‘But
the words no way determine where those six
days begin, and so where the rest or Sabbath
shall fall. There is no direction in the fourth
command how to reckon the time, i. e., where
to begin and end it.”” “ The Christian Sabbath,
in the sense of the fourth command, is as much
the seventh day as the Jewish Sabbath, because
it is kept every seventh day, after six days of
labor, as well as that.” He arguwes thai the
Israelites had lost the true reckoning of time in
Egypt, ‘‘reckoning from the first day of the
creation, if it had been kept up till that time,”
because the Egyptians would not suffer their

slaves to rest from their work one seventh of |

the time. So in Exod. xvi: 23, 25, 26, a new
command determined the particular day. Ne-
hemiah and Ezekiel therefore say that God then
‘“‘gave’” them, ‘‘made known’ unto them his
holy Sabbath. And why ¢kat day was determin-
ed upon then, was, that it was the day after
they left Egypt.—Deut. v: 15. But it was not
intended to commemorate the Exodus forever.—
Jer. xvi: 14, 15. The resurrection of Christ is
a greater event, and to be commemorated by
Christians. That was a type of this,jand the Sab-
bath comemorating the, Exodus was abolished
by Christ, the Lord of the Sabbath lying buried
on that day, &e. 5

It will occur to any one that if the present
first day is the original seventh of creation week,
the Exodus or Manna Sabbath must have been
appointed on the sixth day reckoning from ere-
ationweek, i. e., that ¢ the seventh” (“‘sixteenth
of the second month,”—Exod. xvi.) fell on that
day. But this implies, either. that the reckon-
ing was not lost in Egypt, at least that Moses,
the writer, kept it, or was informed of it anew
by inspiration, or else that when the Lord said,
(Exod. xvi: 23,): * To-morrow is the rest of the
holy Sabbath unto the Lord,” he was informing
them of the true reckoning, and, in either case,
the Lord did not reckon from his own creation
week, but from man’s first week upon the earth.
And this is, of course, the first point to be
proved, and of which Edwards says nothing,
nor Bedford, so far as he informs us. The case
might be put in this way: that man always
reckoned from his own fir# day on the earth, %ot
from Gud’s creation week, and when God re-in-
formed Israel through Moses, on what day the
seventh-day Sabbath would full, he spoke more
humano, giving man’s recckoung, not his own.
But this implies, that man after the creation did
not keep the same day with God as a Sabbath,

BB e

but the seventh from the day before God’s Sab-
e RGAT M, " |

‘bath. Which is to be proved.
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A “Swiver MorAL.”—A Syrian ¢
to Christianity, as the story goes, was
by his employer to wWork on Sunday, b
declined.

““But,” said the master, ““does not your
Bible say that if a man has an ox or an ass
that falls into a pit on the Sabbath day, he
may pull him out ?”

““Yes,” answered Hayoh ; ““but if the ass
has a habit of falling in the same pit every
Sabbath dey, then the man should fill up the
pit or sell that ass.” - *

The story has a sort of a swivel *‘moral,”
which will fit 2 great many disputed points in
these days. .
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