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A STATEMENT

HE Forward Movement Committee of

I The Woman’s Foreign Missionary So-

ciety of The Methodist Episcopal Church

with satisfaction presents to you this third and

final text-book of its series, dealing with the study
of Threefold Christian Stewardship.

Five Laws That Govern Prayer, by S. D. Gor-
don and studied in 1925-1926, has deepened the
prayer life of those who have read it clear around
the world. His munificent gift to the Society of
the manuscript and the royalties therefrom is again
gratefully acknowledged.

The Master Personality, by Dr. R. H. Walker
and studied in 1926-1927, has compelled its readers
to ask themselves the question, “ Do I exemplify
Christ as I would wish Him exemplified to me? ”
This manuscript also, with its royalties, was a gift
to the Society. Doctor Walker’s mother during
many years was a devoted worker in the Woman’s
Foreign Missionary Society. It was fitting that
her son should so honor her name and memory.

Ownership, the present volume, is the product
qf the heart, brain and experience of Miss Clemen-
tina Butler, author, traveler and World Friend;
but first of all daughter of Mrs. William Butler,
one of “ The Founders ” of The Woman’s Foreign

18slonary Society which now numbers more than

3

AV



4 A STATEMENT

half a million members. Doctor and Mrs. William
Butler were pioneers in the building of “ The
Highway ” in India and Mexico and in the teach-
ing of God’s Ownership of the whole world.

This manuscript, with royalties, is given by Miss
Butler to the Society in honor of her mother.

This is not a set of books for to-day nor to-
morrow. When another name shall have been
placed on the door-plate of those who are now
reading these books, these volumes will go on
teaching that, “ Prayer Produces Power ” ; that,
“ The Master Personality ” and none cother is
God’s character pattern; that, “God Is The
Owner ” of this world of things and folks and that
we are His stewards.

This set of books will make a valuable asset to
any library.

The Forward Movement Committee of

The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society.

FOREWORD

FRIEND to whom application was made
for some facts for this book wrote in
response, “I supposed that Dr. Calkins’
book 4 Man and His Money met all requirements
on Tithing.” There is no doubt that this book
exhaustively covers the subject, and presents it in
such an effective way that the average man should
not need another line on the theme. Dr. Ralph
S. Cushman and Dr. Luther J. Lovejoy have also
presented the matter so strongly that one could
not hope to add anything to the same clientele.
Hov.vever, Dr. Calkins in his introduction says that
he is writing for the average man,” and while
he has touched a great many lives and convinced
thousands of people it is undoubtedly true that
there are many “average women” who need a
pefsonal message on the subject of their Steward-
ship of Possessions.
WThe \’?Voman’§ Home Missionary Society and the
b oman’s Foreign Missionary Society have been
Studying the threefold Stewardship and urging it
gpon the attention of their membership. Un-
Sizlrllbtecgy there are many Stewards of Interces-
. :lll; t.Stewards of Personality enlisted in these
b ations, Tru? also, that there are many
ewards of Possessions. There remain, however
Ousands of average women in our Christiar;
5



6 FOREWORD

churches who have not yet seen the privilege of
Tithing Stewardship as a reasonable service.

A generation or two ago this would not have
been so serious since then it was the common habit
for the men of the house to hold the family pocket-
book, but to-day, when women more and more
are recognized as capable of managing affairs,
administering their own funds, of having a reason-
able share of the family income in recognition of
their labor toward the family prosperity; in this
day, when a great multitude of business women
have generous incomes, it is surely the time to
make a distinct appeal to them to acknowledge
God’s ownership by obedience to His divine com-
mand. To the average woman then, this book is
particularly addressed. We feel that the love
which is in her heart demands that she should have
presented to her afresh the word of God on this
vital topic, and that the children coming up in
our homes should not be deprived of this knowl-
edge and should share in the joy which the obedi-
ence to the law of Tithing brings into human lives.
It is a reasonable service.

To the missionaries in all fields who have so
generously taken of their time to send incidents
of this practice of Tithing of our national friends
and fellow-workers, most grateful acknowledgment
is given, with sincere regret that the limitation of
space finally placed on this book necessarily pre-
cluded using as many of these valuable items as
had been planned. But surely enough are pre-
sented to prove to any thoughtful person that in
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every nation they that fear God and obey His
command to set apart the tithe for His service do
receive the promised outpouring of blessing.

East and West, we seek together to know His
will that we may with joyful hearts fulfill our
reasonable service.

C. B.



CONTENTS

First THINGS FIRST - - - =
OBEDIENCE TO LAwW - - - - 22
III. TaeLAw oF TaE TITHE - - - 37
IV. REASONABLE SERVICE - - - 53
THE Joy oF IT - - - - - T4
MavAcHI FULFILLED - - =92
APPENDIX - - - - - - 111

TEXTS ON STEWARDSHIP




ILLUSTRATIONS

rn of Victory from the Lebanon .

Mite Box Made in 1843 for Sarah A. Hayes

FACING
PAGE

Title

02




I
FIRST THINGS FIRST

IN THE BEGINNING GoOD|

T the very dawn of human history there
A came to a man of reverent mind and with

a capacity for deep thinking, a revelation
so great that his statement of this truth, “ In the
beginning God,” has not been surpassed by the
greatest philosophers of all ages since. This reve-
lation has fanned into flame the light -which
lighteth every man that cometh into the world.
Was it on the hills of Judea that among the
shepherds guarding their flocks and studying the
stars as they marched in glory through the mid-
night skies, some human mind grasped the pro-
found conclusion that there could not be such
order, such beauty, such harmony, without a law-
giver? Was it on the desert that a wanderer, be-
coming conscious of the immensity of space and
the littleness of the human being lost in insignifi-
cance in comparison as the grains of sand at his
feet, became certain of the existence of a greater
being than any human atom on the face of this
earth? Was it a mariner on the high seas who,
fearing the mighty forces of the waters, yet dis-
Covered that they obeyed a law, and that sun and
foon, the rise and fall of the tide, the winds of

11



12 OWNERSHIP

Heaven, the great currents of the deep, were gov=
erned by an Infinite Power?

Be that as it may, this thinker had an illumi-
nation under the inspiration of the Word, by
Whom were all things made, and put it into human
speech, so that through all the following ages men
might have this foundation truth on which all
truth must be built. It is a statement so familiar
to us that few question its import or weigh its
mighty value. Happy the heart and mind which
not only accepts this as something known, as
something true, but which takes it as the very
foundation of life.

Do we, who study life and its mystery, who
seek to look beyond death and its shadow and to
live in the glory of the power of Christ’s resurrec-
tion, do we recognize how much we owe to this
thinker of the olden time who gave us this sub-
lime sentence, unsurpassed by any ever spoken by
human lips? If you believe he was right this
book has a message for you, otherwise it is useless
to turn another page.

All religion is built upon reverence for an In-
finite Being. The human heart seeks something
stronger than itself, some government controlling
the destinies of men, some succor in need, some-
thing which answers the craving for immortality.
As in the cry of the Maya Quiche Indians: “ Oh
Former, Creator, illumine us, for we know not
what we have come so far to do,” and in the
reverent call of the beloved Quaker poet: “ Dear
Lord and Father of mankind—speak through the
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earthquake, wind and fire ” there exists in the
literature of every people a recognition of the
need of a Supreme Being and the possibility of His
very present help in time of trouble.

Lord of all being, throned afar

Thy glory flames from sun and star;

Center and soul of every sphere,

Yet to each loving heart how near !
—Holmes.

There are a few sad souls who refuse to recog-
nize a Beginner, a Lawgiver. They wander up
and down this earth trying with their tiny finite
minds to account for the majesty of this Universe
of ours without any recognition of God; going so
far afield with their theories that they bewilder
some of those who attempt to follow their philos-
ophies, and then they die and leave little trace of
their thinking or of their theories. Not long ago
I met one such in Mexico, wandering along the
road leading to the ruins at Mitla of the magnifi-
cent buildings erected thousands of years ago,
structures so beautiful that they would ornament
any boulevard to-day, and yet the very names of
those who built lost in the mists of the cen-
turies. He called himself a philosopher, and had
come across the Atlantic to illumine the American
people with the visions of his unillumined mind.
!ﬂndeavoring to speak kindly to this man, illiterate
in religion in spite of the many degrees conferred
upon him by great universities, I did not even ask
him if he believed in God, but inquired what name
had he for the Primal Source? Drawing himself
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up with much haughtiness he replied: “I do not
recognize any Primal Source.” That man in the
twentieth century is a long, long way behind the
philosopher, the man of illumination, who wrote,
“In the beginning God! ” As I looked in pity on
this mortal, endeavoring to explain the universe
without any lawgiver, without any source of
power, I could but remember Margaret Fuller’s
arrogant assertion: “I accept the universe! ”
(When this remark was repeated to Carlyle, he
said with his Scotch terseness: “ She’d better! )

Contrast with this arrogance the sublime out-
burst of Addison:

The spacious firmament on high,

With all the blue ethereal sky,

And spangled heavens, a shining frame,
Their great original proclaim.

The unwearied sun, from day to day
Does his Creator’s power display,
And publishes to every land

The work of an Almighty hand!

Man impresses us with his power as he erects a
sky-scraper, spans a river with a bridge of steel,
builds a leviathan to cross the ocean, writes his
check for a vast sum, asserts his right to dominion.
But let us get up above the earth for a little while
in an aeroplane and see how human beings diminish
in size and importance, until at last, up a few hun-
dred feet, one sees God’s earth, and its outlines, its
rivers and its mountains, but man is lost to view.
How terrifying it would have been up there in the
sky if one could not have felt that the pilot was
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obeying the law of the maker of the thing which
bore us through the ether; and how fatal it would
have been if he did not accept the fact that the
designer had a right to say how his creation should
be governed and to lay down a law for its proper
use.

In the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth! This truth is not modified nor even
affected by our modern discoveries as to the
methods by which He worked. It need not dis-
turb my faith nor yours to know that He worked
in a mysterious way His wonders to perform, and
that through ages upon ages He went on perfect-
ing this little planet of ours until it should be fit
as a habitation for the creatures He wished to
place upon it.

To those of us who recognize the moment when
God breathed into the human body “a living
spirit ” and thereby made this framework of bone,
this covering of flesh, a temple for the Spirit of
God, there is no fear of what the scientists may
discover as to the method of God’s handiwork.
That is the point of difference. This indwelling
of the living spirit! The thing which makes every
race of men on the face of the earth to long for
a Supreme Being to whom they may give their
adoration and in whom they may trust in time of
need, and so they seek about, if haply they may
find Him. Not only in Athens was the altar to
the unknown God erected, but the little pile of
Stones in the heart of Africa, the high trees of the
forests with offerings tied upon them, the un-
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quenched fire of the Persian Magi, all testify to
the seeking after God, the Creator, who made the
heavens and the earth. How fully should we
recognize our privileges as Christian people, hav-
ing the heritage of the history of God’s dealing
with His chosen nation, of the knowledge of His
approval upon their obedience to His law, and the
swift punishment meted out for disobedience and
disloyalty, and not only that, but the revelation in
Jesus Christ, who is the truth and who shows us
the way to live in perfect liberty under God’s law.

The savage may live in the forest with the very
simple tribal law, but who shall deny that man in
our modern civilization needs many laws, and re-
quires, if the social fabric is to cohere, a high re-
gard for these laws. We are recognizing a need
of reform in this direction, that the majesty of the
law shall be upheld. The judge may not be
so impressive to-day as he was in the olden time
when he came into court with his powdered per-
ruque, but we still rise at the touch of the gavel
when he enters. It is a good thing for any Ameri-
can to go to the Supreme Court of the United
States and sit in silence until the announcement is
made that the Chief Justices are about to enter,
and then to stand with due respect as these men,
chosen to represent the greatness of the law, file
into the Court. Our Republic cannot continue
unless the spirit of reverence for law remains, not
only as a tradition, but also as an actuality; unless
it recovers some of its ancient force among us. As
good citizens we should study the laws which have
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made our country great, the laws which mete out
justice to the poor man, the laws which safeguard
our homes and our democracy; and inasmuch as
they do not represent as fully as they might the
spirit of brotherhood, we should seek to have them
changed or strengthened to meet the needs of a
new day. The ideal of this country was a Com-
monwealth, freedom of life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness. Our laws have made our coun-
try the desired haven for many peoples, and as
citizens we need to watch lest they be modified
to the point which would interfere with our
Christian ideal of this Commonwealth.

So as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven we
need to safeguard our idea of the majesty of the
Judge of Heaven and Earth. It may be that we
need to safeguard our temples from profanation,
from secular use which would mar the spirit of
reverence. As King Solomon stood before the
magnificent structure, the most beautiful up to
that time that the hand of man had erected, he
recognized how far short it came of being a place
worthy for the dwelling of the Majesty of God.
“The heaven of heavens cannot contain thee,
how much less this house which I have built.”
While we emphasize the love of God shall we not
also teach the majesty of the lawgiver, the creator,
the owner?

Some people ask why we should study the Old
Testament? Of what value is it to us who live in
the new dispensation? Let us turn back for a
moment to the law of Moses and its foundation
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work for modern rules of social guidance. Let us
consider the foundation laid of the ancient seers
and prophets, and measure God’s dealings with
one of the little peoples of the world as He pre-
pared them for a great mission. Let us study the
attitude of the prophets, who did not say when
they went up into the pulpit, which might have
been a hilltop, before the multitudes of Israel, “ [
think so and so,” but who thundered out with
mighty conviction: ¢ Thus saith the Lord! ”? We
need an Amos to-day, to thus call to us in our
national and social sins as well as in those of our
individual hearts. We need an Isaiah to-day to
proclaim to us, in the midst of our doubts and
anxieties, as we notice the greed, the adoration of
wealth and ease, that: ¢ The idols He shall utterly
abolish! ” And we need an Isaiah to cry out*to
us: “ Get thee up into the high mountain, lift up
thy voice with strength, lift it up, be not afraid,
say unto the cities of (America), behold your
God! ” We would fortify the Church for its work
if we should proclaim to the indifferent round
about, ‘““ Behold the Lord God will come with
strong hand and his arm shall rule for him.”

We need to go back to Moses to have him say,
in this day, when some of the ancient safeguards
seem to be slipping: “ Ye shall be holy,—Ye shall
fear every man his mother and his father and keep
my Sabbaths,—VYe shall not curse the deaf nor
put a stumbling block before the blind,—Ye shall
do no unrighteousness in judgment nor go up and
down as a tale bearer among thy people.—Thou
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shalt not hate thy brother in thy heart, Thou shalt
not avenge.” How much of our modern social
service of which we are justly proud is founded on
these laws of Moses? How much farther have we
gone with our ideas of human brotherhood than
the ancient word: * Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself 7 ?

Let us gratefully recognize the old dispensation
as something for the upbuilding of our Christian
stature, comparing its fulfillment in the words of
Christ and its fulfillment in our new day.

It is surely better for us to accept as the be-
ginner, God, the lawgiver, if we are to do any
thinking that will satisfy not only our mortal
minds but that something immortal that is within
us, the light which lighteth every man, the thing
which craves something more than food and rai-
ment and earthly happiness, the hunger which is
not satisfied with anything less than the heavenly
manna, the thirst which no fount of philosophy
will satisfy, but which must have the living water
springing up unto everlasting life.

Accepting then this profound Word with which
to begin our study of the law, which God our
Creator, our Father, hath set for our conduct of
life, shall we not recognize the obligation of learn-
ing what is His law; of estimating our ability to
fulfill its demands.

“Be ye therefore perfect,” is the command of
the Master. Although as we recognize the law of
the Divine possession, we may be inclined to say,
this is the Old Testament, not the new dispensa-
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tion. But did not the Christ say: “ I came not to
destroy but to fulfill ” ?

“If ye believe not Moses.”

“Tt is written in the Prophets.”

“ Search the Scriptures.”

. “Lord, have mercy, have mercy upon us, and
wncline our hearts to keep Thy law.”

Dr. Calkins in 4 Man and His Money paints
a vivid picture of a Christian home near the Jumna
River in India. It is so beautiful we must bring
it before our minds again.

“A picture rises often in my memory of "a Chris-
tian home in the district of Jaloun, south of the
Jumna River. It is early morning, and the wife of
Chiranji Lal is planning the day’s food for her house-
hold. Ranged in front of her are several large pots
of red baked clay—the family storehouse. They
contain rice and wheat and millet. Hanging from
the smoke-covered rafters are bunches of dried herbs
and spices. In a smaller covered vessel on the shelf
is the precious ghee, the ‘ butter-fat’ of the Orient.
In a basket near the door is a small supply of fresh
vegetables. Before measuring out her stores for the
day she brings from the hearth a winnowing shovel
made of reeds, and, from the inner closet of the
house, another baked-clay pot, half full of millet, It
is the Barakat ka Bartan, the Vessel of Blessing.

“ Millet cakes and vegetables are to be the food
for the day. As the little Hindustani woman meas-
ures out the grain by handfuls one marvels at the
deft skill of her slender fingers. There is patience
in her dark eyes, and faith in the lilting Christian
song which she is singing. But she stops her song,
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for she must count, and counting is particular busi-
ness. She stoops over the store of millet, the win-
nowing shovel is in her hand and the Vessel of
Blessing is at her feet. A handful at a time she
measures the millet into the shovel, counting with
care, ‘ Ek, do, tin, char, panch, chha, sat, ath, nau,’—
and then she pauses. She stoops a little nearer, that
no precious grain shall fall upon the ground, and
counts again—* Das.’ It is the tenth handful. It
does not reach the winnowing shovel at all but is
poured into the Vessel of Blessing. The winnow-
ing shovel is carried to the grinding mill in the cor-
ner, where the millet is presently reduced to meal
ready for kneading. The Vessel of Blessing is re-
turned to the inner closet ready for Offering Day,
when the missionary will visit the village.

“The family store of grain, carefully husbanded,
is supplied by God, the Owner of all; the Vessel
of Blessing contains the tenth, the acknowledgment
of His ownership rendered by this Christian house-
hold ; the winnowing shovel contains the family por-
tion for that day. This, the family portion, is the
second obligation of stewardship; it is the Obligation
of Life.”



II
' OBEDIENCE TO LAW

My YoxE 1s EAsy aAND My BURDEN 1S LIGHT

ECOGNIZING God as the Beginner, the
Lawgiver, under whose hand the mighty

systems of our universe revolve in perfect
harmony, under whose word all created things
came into being, under whose jurisdiction we con-
sciously are at this present moment, it is a wise
thing to study what are the laws which He reason-
ably expects us to obey. Ignorance of the law is
not an excuse in human courts, and though our
Heavenly Father is represented to us through the
revelation of Jesus Christ, as our loving Father,
merciful and gracious, He is yet, as Moses saw
Him, a God of justice, One who demands obedi-
ence. We recognize fully in our civilization the
need of law. Society could not exist to-day but
for the law and these are times which demand
from thoughtful people a recognition of its
majesty. We sing our prayer for our beloved
country:

“And crown thy good with brotherhood; . .
Thy liberty in law.”

The man who breaks the law is the one who is
afraid of it. The policeman on the corner has no
292
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terrors for the man who is within his rights under
the law, but one must study the law that we may
know what it demands. The automobiles rush
through our streets, the safety of the occupants as
well as of the citizens of the town depending on
the knowledge of the law and the willingness to
keep it of the person who speeds through traffic.
Any one not willing to study the law is not to be
trusted at the wheel of a high powered engine.
Our spiritual life being so much higher than our
physical life should have time devoted to com-
sideration of the laws under which it must exist.
Yet how many will talk for hours concerning the
laws of their country, the laws of their state, the
laws of their town, the laws which control modern
business, the laws which insure health (how many
will delight to tell you their diet list!) and yet be
quite dumb if you speak of laws covering the
spiritual life. Some religions and some churches
make a full catalogue of laws and say: “ Thou
shalt do this and thou shalt not do that.” Some
of those laws are founded on the law of God, but
others are not. The law of Moses, illumined far
beyond the knowledge of his age, forms the
foundation of modern jurisprudence. How many
of our laws would crumble if we should take out
the foundation of the Ten Commandments? So,
as we study the law of God as revealed to dif-
ferent generations of men we will still find people
who say that the law of the New Testament
abrogates the law of Moses. Not so! Christ’s
law, while far surpassing the law of Moses, does
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not contradict it. If the law of Moses commanded
one-tenth to be set aside as God’s part, does not
the Lord say immediately after His command to
let our light so shine before men that they may
see our good works and glorify our Father which
is in heaven: * Think not that I am come to de-
stroy the law, or the Prophets. I am not come to
destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you,
till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle
shall in no wise pass from the law till all be ful-
filled.”

What is worship? Some would say that going
to God’s house on the Sabbath is worship. Nay,
going to God’s house is a help to our worship. It
is the place where wofship is made richer because
of the communion of saints, our united petitions,
our opportunity for receiving instruction—but
what is our personal worship?

The Psalmist calls upon us to kneel before the
Lord our Maker, and it is undoubtedly true that
the attitude of devotion is helpful toward the plac-
ing of our minds as they exercise one act of wor-
ship. It is to be deplored that churches are mini-
mizing the helpfulness of the outward form. It is
a distinct loss to individuals when they neglect this
preparation for coming into the very presence of
God, as one does if prayer is to be a real com-
munion. Some ignore this attitude and call it in-
consequential, yet they would gladly bow their
knee if by so doing they could obtain audience
with one of the great monarchs of earth! What
we are likely to lose in our modern American life
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is reverence, the foundation of all true religion.
Our country is suffering from lack of reverence
for the law of the land. We are suffering bitterly
for the lack of reverence for the home and the
marriage relation. Without dignity and reverence
for law what is our life more than that of the
beast of the field? If we allow our social struc-
ture to be destroyed by lack of reverence for law,
how far have we advanced over the creatures who
have not had breathed into them the breath of
Life?

Reverence is truly the heart of all worship and
to make our churches beautiful and worshipful is
a help to this spirit. Some come into the spirit of
worship by going into the sanctuary and sitting
in quietness until they experience the conscious-.
ness of the peace of God in His holy house. Some
find this quiet in the depths of the great forest
and some in the lovely garden places; some on the
hilltops and some on the majesty of the great
waters. But wherever found it must be found in-
dividually. The heart must detach itself from its
surroundings. The eyes must seek the spiritual
vision without being distracted by earthly scenes.
A heart must forget the human companionship as
in its high moment it enters into communion with
God.

So much for the part of our worship which we
call prayer. Another part of it must be away
from the house of God, out of the quiet places
away from the inspiring environment and down in
the sordid conditions possible in every-day human
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contact. In the crowded street, in the market- "

place, in the home, there is a form of worship
which we must render and which is consciously
noted by others even more than our attitude of
prayer. The consecration of our personality, to
live as much as in us lies in such a heavenly
atmosphere after this communion with God that
we shall be able to be calm in the midst of tur-
moil, patient in the midst of trials, persistent in
the case of difficulty, and just in the face of op-
pression is as much a part of worship as is kneel-
ing at the home altar or in the great congrega-
tion. When Christians keep their tempers for the
sake of the loyalty which they profess, when they
remain peaceful in the midst of complicated cir-
cumstances is there not a gift of personality? If
we make the effort at self-control for the sake of
the Lord Jesus Christ are we not contributing our
worship in our personality, and a very vital con-
tribution is this, for it is seen of men and the
character of the Master is judged by the per-
sonality of His stewards who profess to obey His
command: “Ye are my friends if you do those
things whatsoever I have commanded you.”

The little things count so much. A friend in
Kansas used to say that hooks and eyes were a
means of grace because they gave so many chances
for her to exercise the effort to keep her temper!
We may not use quite so many hooks and eyes
now but there are still manifold little irritants
which we can transform into blessings if we will
think of them as opportunities for exercising the

o
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Stewardship of Personality, if we will make them
occasions of worship instead of yielding to them
as temptations. “ Worship the Lord in the beauty
of holiness.”

True worship either as manifested through
prayer or through service cannot be properly ren-
dered without obedience. What sort of love would
a child manifest who would say: “I love you,
Mother dear,” and then directly disobey her com-
mands? How can we worship and say to the
Master: “I need thee every hour ” and yet refuse
to take Him into the every-day happenings, decline
to study His word for His commands as to the
details of our living? Robbing Him of His tenth?
His commands are not grievous! It is a reason-
able service which we are called upon to render.

One of the most difficult problems which the
majority of us have, is the right expenditure of
our money. Few among us are beyond the anxiety
of making ends meet, though the ends in view may
differ widely. For some it is the problem of
enough food and clothes and a shelter. To others
it expands to the upkeep of a beautiful home, the
proper education of the children, and to others how
to do great things in philanthropy and in civic
affairs, and last, and these need to be pitied the
most, those whose anxiety about money comes to
the question of how to conserve the treasures
which they have piled up! There is need for
thought all along the line and to most of us who
have the pressing need of stretching our incomes
to meet the ends that we have set up, comes a vital

L
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question in this day when we talk of good busi-
ness methods. What is the best way for us to
budget our income? The book shops are full of
volumes which tell just how to do it and into what
columns to put our entries of this and that.
Search through them as you will, is there any bet-
ter system than that which God gives as His com-
mand?

Our children have many tables to remember.
So many pints to a gallon, so many grams to an
ounce, so many inches to the yard, so many feet
to the mile, so many shillings to the pound, so
many centesimi to the lira, so many coins of this
and that until one’s brain is weary with the effort
to make the five exchanges necessary for travel in
China, or to come nearer home, to translate from
the value of the franc and the peseta, the mark,
and the shilling, and all the other coins which

afflict the tourist on his European trip. The world

is very slowly coming to the decimal system. We
have enjoyed it so long in the United States of
America that we can hardly realize the added
efficiency and world friendliness that it will mean
when the commerce of the world comes to this
simple method of division of measurement. And
yet what is the decimal system-—a modern inven-
tion? Oh, no; it goes back to Genesis, and even
before! The Tithe is a reasonable service even
from a business standpoint. So many tenths can
be allowed for rent; so many for food; so many
for clothing; so many for recreation; health; doc-
tor’s bills; etc. But to be perfect God’s tenth
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should be taken out first, and then the tenth to be
put by for the savings. Is there any more normal
division?

In Eden God appointed Adam not for owner-
ship of the garden but as His steward to dress the
garden and keep it. God reserved His proprietor-
ship by the very fact that He forbid that one thing
should be touched. * Of one tree thou shalt not
eat! 7 To Moses was given the responsibility of
leading Israel out as God’s steward or representa-
tive. As long as he obeyed he was blessed in his
mission but when in hasty temper he forgot and
usurped to himself the right to chasten Israel he
was rebuked and that in no mild terms. Having
acknowledged God as commander for Israel it was
not for him to take matters so thoroughly into his
own hands.

Why should we feel that we have command over
everything entrusted to us? Stewards, yes, but
not to use for pleasure and comfort and profit
alone, the things which God places in our hands.
The Tithe is to be used only for His work in the
world. This does not mean that God does not
give us richly to enjoy. The Holy Book is full of
promises of pleasure, of joy, of rejoicing, but there
is a point when we should remember the command
which controls even this rejoicing.

It is not poverty that the Book teaches us, not
blessing of renunciation for the sake of renuncia-
tion. That is a human doctrine. Against the evil
of covetousness, man-made faiths have struggled.

‘Renunciation of home and friends as well as riches



30 OWNERSHIP

as a means of coming into communion with God
is very apparent in Hinduism, and in Buddhism.
One sees the Hindu ascetic sitting under the blaz-
ing sun unshaded from its burning rays, the skin
unprotected save by a loin cloth, with nothing be-
forerhim but a beggar’s bowl. Again one sees him
with arm upraised until it has grown into an un-
movable deformity. The vow of poverty as a
means of reaching God was vivid enough in prac-
tice during the middle ages and religious history is
full of cases of men who have renounced all to
follow Him.

One of the greatest steps one can take in re-
ligious life is to recognize God as the sovereign
proprietor of all things and oneself as His steward.
Such recognition is not only an intelligent act
but more truly an attitude which controls action.
Such an attitude of mind leads also on to sacrifice

of ourselves, our time, our strength, as well as our
money.

# M‘(‘)l.’ley,” Mr. J. D. C. Blackmore, of Algiers,
says, “1s a part of myself collected and reserved.
The laborer who works transforms the strength of
his muscles into money. What are we to do with
this essence of ourselves, our money? We should be
methodical about the Lord’s part, the portion to be
set aside for our neighbor’s service. To speak thus
of holy things may not please everybody. Some say
that it is distasteful for them to fix the portion they
owe to the Lord. They say they like to give freely
without constraint, One can but answer that they
would not act in such unbusinesslike a manner with

any one other than the Lord, the owner of all they
possess. ‘

OBEDIENCE TO LAW 31

 Some one else might say, But if we put what we
give to God on the footing of a debt it would take
away the pleasure of giving. On the contrary, short
accounts make good friends. All who have adopted
this principle find that they considerably increase
their joy in the fellowship with God. One feels
proud to have an account open with God. The latter
method only fortifies our religion. Some object fur-
ther that as Christians we are placing too much
importance on money, that it would be better to
speak more of spiritual things, of heaven, etc. They
say that you must first get a man set right with God
and then the money question will right itself. The
contrary is also true and it is quite as correct to say

—get a man right about his money and he will be /

sure to get right with God. For where your treasure
is there will your heart be also.

“Jesus Christ paid attention to the material side
of life. In sixteen of His thirty-eight parables He
speaks of money. When the rich young man came
to ask Him how to win heaven, Jesus, learning that
he had already fulfilled his religious duties (including,
doubtless, the giving of the tithe) yet said to him,
‘One thing thou lackest. Sell that which thou
hast and give to the poor.” Pious as he was he lacked
being converted in money matters. More often than
not the pocket is the most difficult part of ourselves
to get converted. Let us not fail to present Christian
truths in the above light.

“ For a whole category of folks, unconverted and
others, this line of approach will be the best, espe-
cially with business people. They find it reasonable
to be practical in the things of God. A man of the
world, holding an important office, and handling mil-
lions of money under the American government dur-
ing the war, said one day, when we were speaking
of religion: ¢ For the moment I am not much inter-
ested in what you say of God, of the Church and all



32 OWNERSHIP

that, but what does jget me is the thought that whilst
I have abundantly all I need there are others who
lack even that which is necessary, and these are my
brethren. That is why I like this idea of putting
this definite portion aside for others.”

Bishop Hughes preached a sermon on Steward-
ship and stated that man was only a possessor, not
the owner. One of his older parishioners came to
him at-the close and challenged the statement.
He said: “ Will you come out to-morrow and see
my estate and talk this thing out? ” The Bishop
did so, and as they walked together over the beau-
tiful grounds the parishioner asked: “ May I not
say that this is my own? ” With a genial smile
and a touch on his shoulder the Bishop replied:
“ Let us not talk about that now. Let us make a
date to talk that matter over twenty-five years
from this morning.” The parishioner caught the
Bishop’s meaning and was silenced.

There is no greater national leader in spiritual
things than Sadhu Sundar Singh of India. His
sacrifice of worldly ambition in order that he may
teach Christ in simplicity and without being ham-
pered with earthly ambition or ease, matches in
the minds of the people of India the renunciation
of Buddha, though the Sadhu does not renounce
the good things of this world for the sake of laying
up merit, but for the sake of serving his Master,
Christ, in the mode which he believes to be most
effective to reach his fellow Indians, and none can
deny the tremendous spiritual power which he
carries as he walks barefoot through the villages
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and cities of India. When he speaks every sincere
Christian must listen as to the voice of the prophet.
Read his latest word:

“ The religion of Christ is a dynamic and active
force, not merely static. Therefore churches all
over the world that show no energy flowing out to
enrich the world and its peoples in the work of
Evangelization become dead. Churches must pos-
sess inner and eternal life and peace in Christ and
must at the same time exert themselves to pass on
this life and peace to the restless people around them.
All praise is due to the churches that carry on this

- work of Evangelization, and are thus kept alive.

Surely none prefer death to this blessed and healthy
activity. This work is a matter of supreme duty
and service that is enjoined by Christ on all Chris-
tians.”

Miss McKnight sends this recent report of the
Sadhu’s service: “ He had been presiding in the
great tent where the villagers were gathered for
their Summer school. He stood in the midst, tall
and straight in his saffron robe (the garb of the
priesthood of India). His searching speech, his
high ideals made deep impression, but it was the
contagious spiritual power of the man that con-
vinced the leaders that nothing but a time of
prayer could follow his message. Down on the
ground the people knelt, forgetting all else in their
heart hunger. Suddenly a woman’s voice broke
out in prayer. It was one of our humble Bible
women. She was at the very heart of things,
speaking face to face with God.
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“ As she prayed light shone in and her cry will
never be forgotten— Oh God, can it be that you
have not given the blessing because we have not
brought your tithe into the storehouse?’ Then
and there the battle was won and she received
the blessing as soon as she had purposed in her
heart to fulfill the conditions.”

May it be that because we have lagged in the
bringing of the tithes that our evangelistic fervor
is also dulled? Why are the Mission Boards of
the churches cutting down their work to the great
detriment of the spread of the Kingdom? Well
may we study this vital question raised by the
Sadhu.

Stanley Jones quotes what General Booth said
when he was dying and they asked him: “ What is
the secret of your life? ” And he answered: “If
there is a secret, it is that Jesus Christ has had
everything there is of me.” Moody said he would
give God a chance to do what He could through a
fully consecrated life. We recognize what God
did through these devoted men. We desire for
ourselves in as far as possible perfect consecra-
tion. How then can we refuse to open our eyes to
His command to return to Him the tenth of what
He intrusts to us as His stewards?

Among the words which come to us from India
as marking the supreme religious life of the Hindus
is Bhakti. We hear it on the lips of men who
come here to endeavor to exalt Brahmanism. It
may have a lesson for us through its three mean-
ings. It may be interpreted as including faith, as

—
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we would say belief in; love, as our expression for
the attraction which draws our hearts tq the great
source of love, but it also has the sigmﬁcance pf
devotion. Can we imagine any other faith merit-
ing the full significance of this word. of power more
than the Christian? We have faith because we
believe in God as creator; we have love because
we have had the revelation of His supreme love
manifested in the person of His only begottf:n Sqn.
Can we stop short of the third and vYorshlp H%m
without the devotion which would imply strict
obedience to His commands? Therefore, when we
recognize God as owner of all things it should be
our blessed ambition to serve Him with a true heart
perfectly, to obey Him implicitly.

And vye shall find rest unto your souls!

At the General Executive Committee of the
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society last fall John
R. Mott addressed the Secretaries and delegates as
follows:

“Your Society is my Society because at my moth-
er’s knee through the Friend I caught my first mis-
sionary enthusiasm. It is nothing short of an honor
to speak to you who are of proven responsiveness
to the highest things of our generation. During a
lifetime of world-wide travel it has been my pleasure
to visit in the far East and the near East, in Afmca,
from Mexico to Argentina, the mission stations of
the Society. Everywhere you are proving that Christ

as but is. i
noj:‘ %’21)1’ :'Uepresent the real radiance of the Christian
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religion, If I had no other evidence on which to
base my belief in the religion of Christ than the
representatives of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary
Society, that would be satisfying. You are so organ-
ized into the very life of Christ. You have learned
the guiding principle, ‘1 came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister,” ”

May God help every one who touches the life
of children to recognize the value of placing the
highest of Christian ideals and practice before our
youth. The leadership of the Church of the future
is being trained. We may not feel worthy of the
above commendation, but one greater than man
hath said, ““ She hath done what she could.”

II1
THE LAW OF THE TITHE

“ Give ME UNDERSTANDING, THAT I MaAy
KnNow ”

THE collection of the tithe for the service
of the gods is recognized in the ancient
Egyptian hieroglyphics. It comes through
the Old Testament not as a command but as an
accepted custom, and moreover it is the portion to
be taken out first. It was the law that the increase
of field year by year, of the seed of the field should
be tithed. See Leviticus 27: 30: “ And all the tithe
of the land, whether of the seed of the land or the
fruit of the tree is the Lord’s. It is holy unto the
Lord.” ¢ Wherein have we robbed thee,” said
Israel. “In tithes and in offerings,” “ For this
tithe shall be holy unto the Lord.”

In Babylon, the Esra was a tithe of the produce
of the land paid to the temples. It is said that
among the Greeks for a thousand years before
Christ, tithes were called for the temples and it is
recorded that five hundred years before Christ,
Simon, the great Athenian general, after defeating
the Persians took out of the spoils of battle and
dedicated them to his god. In J. W. Duncan’s
Our Christian Stewardship, he quotes the Profes-
sor of Assyriology of Oxford University as saying

37
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that the Esra, the tithe, was in ancient Babylonia
paid from the firstling of the land to the temple.
Also Pliny states that the Arabians and the
Ethiopians recognized the tithes for their gods.
Herodotus states that the Pheenicians, after their
victory over the Thessalians, brought the booty
and separated a tenth for the gods. The tenth of
Xenophon’s loot after a great victory was given
to the shrine of Apollo and Diana. A century
later Demosthenes speaks of the sacrilege of re-
taining the tenth from the gods.

The divine institution of the tithe exhibits a singui-
lar instance of correspondence between the law of
Zoroaster and that of Moses.—Gibbons.

Inquiring into the reason for which the number
ten has been so frequently preferred in cases of
tribute, both secular and sacred, voluntary and com-
pulsory, we remark that the process of paying tithes
obtained among the different nations from the re-
motest antiquity.—McClintock & Strong, Encyc.

“As we see it then, the law of the tithe, like the
Sabbath, is practically coéxistent with the human
race. These principles were so instilled in the mind
of man that when the race became scattered over the
face of the earth, speaking different languages, wor-
shipping different gods, that they all practically con-
secrated one day in seven, one-tenth of the fruit of
their toil to their gods.”

These ancient peoples without a Holy Book in
some way obtained the thought that they should
make recognition, that they should show gratitude
for the gift of life. The Lord had respect unto
Abel who brought of the firstlings of his flock.
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Melchizedek, King of Salem, a high pries? blessed
Abraham in the name of the most High God
owner of heaven and earth, and t1t.hes 9f all
the goods, the spoils of wars were given in re-
spect of a generally understooq law.. Again, as
Jacob awakened from his vision in which God pro-
claimed Himself not only as the Lord God ‘of
Abraham and the God of Isaac, but as one who
had the authority to say, that in the seed of Jacojb
all the families of the earth should be ble'ssed, it
was perfectly natural for Jacob after this mar-
velous experience to erect an altar apd to pour
upon it the libation of oil significant in the wor-
ship of that day, and to call it Bethel,_ the House
of God, and to make his pledge fulfilling the law
which he doubtless fully understood. ¢ Of all
that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth
unto thee.” Let us turn again to the law of Isra(?l.
In Deuteronomy 14 we read: “ Ye are the C.hll-
dren of the Lord thy God—Thou shalt truly tithe
all the increase of thy seed that the field bringeth
forth year by year.” Earlier than that in Leviticus
we read: “ And all the tithe of the land and a.ll the
seed of the land, of the fruit of the tree is the
Lord’s. It is holy unto the Lord.” One dqes not
need to look for a statement of a more definite l'aW
on the subject, so surely was it an understanding
which dominated the lives of the people. -

We recognize also the blessings resulting frf)m
the obedience to the law. When King H?zeklah
began his reign he attempted to do that which was
right in the sight of the Lord. Let us picture the
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impression made upon the assembly when Heze-
kiah prayed in the great congregation for those
who had not fulfilled the details of the law, mak-
ing his petition in these words: “ The good Lord
pardon every one.” And he commanded that the
burnt offerings and the peace offerings should be
brought and that the people should give thanks
and praise in the gates of the tents of the Lord.
And as soon as the commandment went abroad the
children of Israel brought in in abundance the
first fruits of wine, corn, oil, and honey, and of
all the increase of the field and tke tithe of all
things brought they in abundantly—also brought
in the tithe of oxen and sheep and the tithe
of holy things which were consecrated unto the
Lord their God. And the chronicle ends:  Thus
did Hezekiah, and wrought that which was good
and right and truth before the Lord his God.”
Evidently he did it in the right spirit too, which
is the only spirit in which the tithe can be given
acceptably, for the record says: “ And in every
work that he began in the service of the House of
God and in the law and in the commandments, to
seek his God he did it with all his heart, and
prospered.” It is the universal testimony of the
Scripture that obedience does bring blessing:
“ Honor the Lord with thy substance and with the
first fruits of all thy increase so shall thy barns
be filled with plenty and thy presses shall burst
out with new wine.” The wise king pleaded with
his people to know wisdom and instruction, to
perceive the words of understanding.
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The Christian doctrine of Stewardship cannot
be understood ner practiced without recognition of
the Divine Person. Our acknowledgment of Him
as our Creator, our Father, our Lord, the owner
of all created things, must imply certain obliga-
tions. .

We begin our study of Stewardship with the
tithe, but that is very far from the full Steward-
ship of possessions. We can imagine some one pay-
ing the tithe as a child sometimes obeys a father,
unwillingly, merely complying with the law be-
cause of enforced obedience. It could hardly be
an acceptable thing unto the Lord even though_ %t
might be one-tenth of our possessions. The spirit
enters into the payment of the tithe and if the
spirit is a just one of gratitude, of consecratiop,
of loyalty we will not stop at the tenth. We v.vﬂl
merely put that aside as not ours, but something
which we are instructed to use in a different way.
We will give then as a gift our Thank Offerings,
our Love Offerings. We will give beyond the
obligation of the law, because we too have gone
beyond the law into liberty, into the place whfare
we recognize the fact that we are honored in being
co-workers with God. One recalls the poor woman
who rode eighteen miles over the prairie once a
year, to bring her offering for missions. When
asked why she put herself to so much trouble, she
said, with illumined face:  Because I feel when
I bring my offering that I am part of the forces
which God is using for the over-turn of the world.”
To come into such an attitude as that is more than
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an inspiration, more than a privilege, it is a part-
nership. It makes us want to help, makes us
desire to serve, so we come with our Thank Offer-
ings, our Love Gifts.

The individuals beginning Stewardship find
therein (1) a safeguard against selfishness, (2)
that a spiritual life is certainly intensified, (3)
that their conscience being calied upon to make
great decisions is thereby considerably developed,
and lastly that by this system they have at their
disposal a fund whereby they can respond to calls
for help.

The Layman Company of Chicago sends out
most valuable pamphlets which might well be used
in our study. From one of these A Skort Cut to
the Gold Fields by Rev. Luther E. Lovejoy, we
quote by permission:

“Two questions are forever rising up to puzzle
Christian men and women. (1) How can the Church
be supported? (2) How much should I pay to God?
Until both questions are honestly answered, there is
neither security for the Church nor peace for the
Christian,

“A method of Church Finance which has been
tested in many churches, with unfailing success
wherever given a fair trial, I call it a ‘ short cut’ to
church prosperity, for it would, if made universal,
revolutionize our temporal conditions.

“ Short cuts are difficult, and call for sacrifice.
This is no exception. But it is authoritative and
ancient. It is ‘The King’s Highway’ The wisest
man of old approved it; ¢ Honor the Lord with the
first fruits of thine increase’ The last prophet of
the Mosaic dispensation thundered its enforcement—
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‘ Bring ye the whole tithe into the storehouse. Here
is the key to the problem. For the temporal side of
our worship God asks that we lay aside one-tenth
of our income for His service.

“1I shall be met at once with this question: ‘ Is not
the law of the tenth a Jewish law, no longer binding
upon God’s people?’ But am I not as good as a
Jew? Should my loyalty to God’s Kingdom be less
than his? But the principle of the tithe is mnot a
Jewish law alone. It is an ancient and wide-spread
religious principle. Four hundred years before
Moses, Abraham paid tithes. When Moses came he
1nc0rg¢.zrated tﬁlisdprinciple into Jewish law, and ever-
more 1t was the duty of the chosen peopl
the genth unto God.y e

“ But did not Paul say, ‘Let every man give as
God hath prospered him ’? Yes, ovell:yand ab%ve his
regular contributions—a special offering for the im-
Poverlshed saints at Jerusalem. But did he not say,
We are no longer under law, but under grace’?
To be sure, but is not grace a queer pretext for
robbing God? But did he not say, ‘ Not grudgingly,
nor of necessity, for God loveth a cheerful giver ’?
No doubt, but some can give a tenth cheerfully while
others almost suffer nervous prostration. Giving
cheeyfull}f or grudgingly depends not on amount but
on“clI1§p?ls1t10n.

.., 1L the pious old Jew, grubbing away on his rock
hillside, with spade in one hand andysword in ihg
other, could dig out one dollar for God for every
nine he kept, what does love demand of me in this
fert1le;, peaceful, blessed, enlightened Christian land?
If faithful Abraham, who had only the first seven
Pages of my Bible for his Gospel, if David, and
Dame!, and Isaiah, looking forward by faith alone to
a Chl‘lSt. who should come after, felt bound to pay
God their tenth; what of me, who have heard the
Story of Bethlehem, who have drunk of the water
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of life, who have met and loved the Good Shepherd,
who have seen by faith Jesus lifted up upon the
cross, who have heard the voice of the Spirit saying:
‘ Son, thy sins are forgiven thee’?”

Another Steward writes:

“ The tither knows the difference between giving
and paying. The tenth is the part that you put aside
for religious uses. It is like rent or interest. The
rate is fixed. You do not say you ‘give’ the land-
lord his rent, you ‘pay’ it. Uncle Sam does not
‘give’ you the interest on your Liberty Bonds. He
‘pays’ it.

“God has a lot of faith in you. You are His
child. You believe in His plan to save all, beginning
with yourself, and He is willing that you should take
this money of His and spend it for Him to help carry
on this plan of His. Always remember that the
money is His, not yours, and that is where the idea
of Stewardship comes in; the relation of one who is
trusted to use another person’s property for that
person’s purpose.”—Brummitt.

It is said that the per capita income in the
United States averages five hundred dollars per
year. On that basis the per capita tithe should
be fifty dollars. This put into force in the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church would render for God’s
service two hundred million dollars a year.
Whereas we are giving about ninety millions. Is
this reasonable service?

In A Man and His Money Dr. Calkins says:

“God is the giver and the absolute owner of all
things. The right of possession is not a primary hu-
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man right. A man may say that he owns property
(meaning, of course, that he holds or possesses prop-
erty) but even so, he recognizes that he holds this

ossession subject to the will of some high authority.
For instance, he knows he must pay taxes. If he
does not his property will be sold over his head to
satisfy the demands of his government.

“ When a Christian becomes a Steward he will be
a better worker in the world of business and a wiser
citizen in the Kingdom of Heaven.

“We have been accustomed to say that God owns
everything and then gathered all that we could get
our hands on and used it as we pleased. We have
had the great commission for 1900 years and yet not
one-half the people of the world have heard of it.”

Shall we take out our tithes as first fruits, or do
like this: In Kabylia, North Africa, where the na-
tives are Moslems and therefore under the obliga-
tion of paying a tithe, they tell the story of a man
who came to the village public place with his har-
vest so as to measure out the tithe. He filled the
measure nine times for himself and then turned
again to fill it, this time for God, but there was
nothing left! The faithful Moslem then turned to
the Sheikh and said: “ You see it is just God’s
tenth that is missing.” The bystanders were most
amused as to what seemed to them the naive sim-
plicity of the giver. Is it always naive simplicity
which prompts us to secure everything for our-
selves before we think of the owner?

The idea of might giving power to acquire
ownership over men and their possessions is re-
sponsible for most of the great wars which have
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tortured humanity. The divine right of kings has
been rather overthrown during the last century.
Think of the misery it inflicted. Why did we rebel
against Great Britain? We recall William Penn’s
letter to Henry Sydney written when he was on
his way across the Atlantic to found the great state
of Pennsylvania. “’Tis a pretty thing to see how
freely the great monarchs of the world play at nine-
pins with their ministers, destroy their creatures,
that they may create again.” So much for the
power of kings in the day that is forever gone. Let
us study for a moment the power assumed by a re-
ligious potentate. Why is the Great America to
the south of our country practically all Spanish
speaking save for the great eastern territory which
we call Brazil? For a definite reason. In 1494
Pope Alexander the sixth claimed he had the power
to settle even the ownership of a great New Amer-
ica and the old record reads: ‘“ He divided the
undiscovered regions of the earth by an imaginary
line of longitude running through the Atlantic
Ocean from pole to pole three hundred and seventy
miles west of the Azores.” He gave the Portuguese
unlimited sway over all the countries they might
discover to the east of that line and pledged to
Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain the right to every
isle, continent, and sea where they should plant
[their flag on the western hemisphere. The author-
ity was to be unlimited, the property and services
of'the conquered nation were to be their peculiar
inheritance. This grant was confirmed by Pope
Julius the second.
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For three hundred years these countries ex-
ploited the inhabitants of these fair lands, the
treasures of the mine and the forest going to the
kings of Spain and Portugal in great galleons for
the enrichment of those kingdoms, while accom-
plishing the impoverishment of the native peoples
of the conquered lands. ‘ Conquistadores ”—
Conquerors! The name itself was glorious, in the
Iberian Peninsula. For three hundred years this
lasted and then—it took Mexico eleven years of
struggle to free herself from Spain’s domination.
All the other countries of South America followed
her example. We can see the injustice of this
theory of conquest to-day when a new era seems
to be dawning which gives a sense of responsibility
of the stronger for the weaker nations. However,
may we ask ourselves if, in the sight of the Father,
selfishness and greed are not as unrighteous in the
individual as in the nation? If the Christian
drives a hard bargain is not the name of Christ
dishonored as it is when a so-called Christian na-
tion fails to be just in its diplomacy? With the
old Pagan idea of might, of power, of ownership,
still existing among us, no wonder that the ideals
of Christ have not made greater headway in the
world. Reform from such an evil conception
must begin in the hearts and lives of His followers
in order that society may be at last permeated
with a consciousness of responsibility to God, the
Owner. It was the revelation of Jesus Christ that
opened the eyes of Saint John so that he could
write: “Unto him that loved us and washed us
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from our sins in his own blood, and hath made
us kings and priests unto God and his Father, to
him be glory and dominion.” We call our be-
loved land God’s country! Would that it were!
A recognition of God’s ownership and of our re-
sponsibility as His stewards for the power He has
placed in our hands, having dominion over a cer-
tain part of His heritage, such recognition will help
to make it God’s Country in very truth.

To the Christian steward who administers wisely
the good things which God, the Owner, has pro-
vided, there comes a sense of partnership, a blessed
partnership with the Divine. In no age of the
world has so much money been given for benev-
olences. In no day before this happy one has the
Church so awakened to the fact that wealth as a
gift of God is one of His means of redeeming
humanity. Some are given Stewardship over a
little only; yet he that is faithful in the least is
just as much blessed of God as those who are
capable of the large responsibility which God
sometimes grants. He that is faithful in the ques-
tion of large means serves not only through them
but through his example to others. Wealth is a
tremendous responsibility, but not an evil, it is a
great opportunity. The only question is do we
claim it as ours? Or do we acknowledge it as
God’s, loaned to us that we may administer in His
fear, and for His favor, while it is in our hands as
His stewards?

Tithing is fair to rich and poor alike. “ Would
you expect the poor to tithe? ” Why not? The
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worst thing we can do for the poor man is to rob
him of the joy of giving to God a whole-hearted
and self-realizing service, or to pauperize him by
paying for his gospel. But the objections are not
from the poor. The rich are the ones who find
the scheme so difficult to comprehend and to prac-
tice. And you can see the reason; as people grow
wealthy their tenth grows so large it becomes more
and more difficult to part with it. If they could
only learn the joy of a large gift! Think of the
luxury of laying down your tithe, and th.en stand-
ing aside to see what God can do with it. Many
noble Christians, perplexed as to duty, are asking
themselves: What ought I to give? How much
can I afford this year? The tenth plan furnishes
the answer. .
Tithing is dignified. It is worthy of the Chris~
tian Church. It will help to drive religious pau-
perism from our midst. How much of pleading,
and scheming, and campaigning, how much shame-
ful humiliation and compromising with the world
it will banish from the Church! The golden grain

" of the mission fields, ripe for the holy harvest, is

left to rot upon the ground for want of reapers.
The dense population of our great cities is crying
for light and God. ‘ i
Money is power, and sometimes we are afra1'd
of the great money power of this country; but if
money is power exerted for the coming of the
Kingdom no amount can be too large. Some
plan to give this concrete power when they are
through with it. How much greater joy to real-
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ize God’s command o use it as we go along and
to have the gratification of seeing it work mir-
acles, seeing it change conditions and transform
life.

We are running great highways across the ter-
ritory of the United States. The glory of the Lin-
coln Highway and the beauty of any other of these
bands which bind this country together to-day are
reasonable cause for national pride. How was the
cost of the Lincoln Highway met? By casual of-
ferings or collections? Not so, but by the re-
sources of the government coming from taxes paid
systematically by the people. How is the way of
the Lord to be prepared? Can it be done without
our recognition that He has a right to command
us to set apart a tenth for His work? We may
have pride in the fact that we are engaged in the
task of fulfilling the command: “ Prepare ye the
way of the Lord. Make straight in the desert the
pathway for our God.”

Christ recognized the right of the government
to tax the people. “ Render unto Csar the things
that are Cesar’s.” And though the tax was prob-
ably unjust on one who had no place to lay his
head did he not work a miracle that he might con-
form to the law of the land? But we must recall
the end of the sentence: “ Render unto God the
things that are God’s.” To the soldiers, did He
not counsel righteous living? And to the leper
cleansed through His divine power did He not
give order to present himself to the priest accord-
ing to the command of Moses?
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However, if you choose to say that the tenth was
the old dispensation you can let yourself off if
you will accept the new: “ Do unto others as you
would that men should do unto you.” This looks
like 100% requirement! It might be well to pre-
pare for that by accepting the tithe as a be-
ginning!

His commandments are not grievous!

MAKING MELODY IN YOUR HEART

A charming glimpse of the courtesy and the grate-
ful attitude of mind of the Japanese people is re-
vealed in the following examples of their endeavor
to show their indebtedness to all who aid in their
progress. It is stated that a great firm in Tokio
dealing in pearls is erecting a monument to contain
thirty thousand pearls, to be set up near the shrine
of Ise, to commemorate the oysters which have been
sacrificed for the profits of the company. Also some
prominent ivory carvers met in Tokio not long since
to commemorate the elephants slain to provide ma-
terial for their craft. Still more remarkable, a cere-
mony like a mass was held not long ago by the
Geisha girls for the cats which had provided the
material for the strings of the Samisen, the musical
instrument with which they accompany their songs!
Again such recognition was manifested by the en-
gravers of woodcuts, who held a public ceremony to
acknowledge their indebtedness to the cherry tree, in
which they expressed their regret that they were com-
pelled to sacrifice so many beautiful trees in order
to obtain their material.

Curious? Yes—but vastly to be preferred to the
unthinking, ungrateful attitude of the human being
who takes no thought for the service, for the treasure
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poured out to make our lives rich! And how far

above the attitude of the soul which makes no grate-,
ful acknowledgment to its Maker and Owner! IV

“Bow down before Him, ye people!” | REASONABLE SERVICE

{ GOD OWNS MY HOME
GOD OWNS MY FARM
GOD OWNS MY FACTORY
GOD OWNS MY STORE
GOD OWNS MY SHOP
GOD OWNS MY OFFICE

I AM THE PRESENT STEWARD IN CHARGE

)
VERY worth-while thing in the world
' E costs. Man cannot have a suitable abid-
ing place without effort and labor. A
| human life is a costly thing. An education can-
not be obtained without mental strain and stress.
A good government cannot be secured without the
loyal support of the people for its laws and re-
quirements. And this is right, for man values
things according to their cost. What is it worth?
{ is the ordinary question.
The same instinct that we have noted before as
' universal in the human heart is accompanied by
another instinct, that of gratitude, of repayment,
? or of petition. The savage brings his gift to the
stone altar, the devotee a gift to the temple. No
man is so poor as to make a petition without mak-
ing some offering. The priests have traded on this
53
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instinct of the people in some cases to rob them
for their own enrichment, but though there may
have been abuses which we deplore, whether in
heathen temple or Christian church, the fact re-
mains that gratitude alone which is merely lip
service cannot be acceptable. The fragrance of
the prayer from the human heart is acceptable to
God, but can we pray in proper gratitude for
blessings received without making due acknowledg-
ment of His ownership, of all good and perfect
things as having come down from the Father of
light? And if concerning the use of these, His
gifts, He has given us a distinct rule, how much
are our words of acknowledgment worth without
first our obedience? “ Will a man rob God? Yet
ye have robbed me. Wherein have we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings.”

Some people are afraid of the word tithe. Yet
they will talk of a budget. That method of ad-
ministering our income is immensely popular now,
in which the proper amount is set down for each
item of our necessary expenditures. Has any one
of these financial reformers suggested a better di-
vision than that of the tithe? The Chinese have
a saying for completeness: “ Ten parts perfect.”
No matter how small or how large their income,
the mental discipline of husband and wife sitting
down to budget properly the amount of money at
their disposal would of itself be a safeguard against
rash spending. And if, in such a division, one-
tenth is taken out first as belonging to God’s ser-
vice, the disposition of the other nine-tenths will
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undoubtedly be more justly made. It is good
economics as well as good religion to begin that
way. We are told that in some of our Christian
boarding schools in India, when the young men
come seeking for a wife, the girl selected for con-
sideration asks this question: “Is he a tither? ”
If not, she does not care to go farther with the
matter. This is not bigotry, as it might seem to
some, but a realization on the part of the young
woman that the man who acknowledges his in-
debtedness to God first, is more likely to be a good
husband! .

A word to conjure with in business matters is
system. Why should we not have system in our
religious practices? Would it be reasonable to
provide for the family table by taking what was
left after all other expenditures had been paid?
Is it rational to leave the matter of the clothing of
the children in winter to what may be left over
after the grocery bills, amusement bills and all
other bills are paid? Lack of system in expendi-
ture has doubtless wrecked many homes, and lack
of system in our religion has caused the downfall
of some churches. We are grateful for the day
which has arrived of the duplex envelope which,
as a rule, is carefully filled at home, instead of
waiting to take out a handful of change at church
and picking out whatever coins one’s conscience
will allow. We have sung so much about the
gospel being free that some mean souls have gone
to the extreme and have hid behind the phrase in
order to avoid giving their just share to the work
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of the Church. It might well make us feel that
the dose of the gospel which they have succeeded
in absorbing is infinitesimal. For surely the re-
ceipt of the gospel into our hearts should make
our cup so full to overflowing with gladness that
we could not help sharing it.

Miss Michi Kawai, Secretary of the Young
Women’s Christian Association in Japan, tells of
an incident which applies to our topic. Madam
H. of Tokio had no faith in Buddhism and was
indeed an Atheist, but a woman of high ideals and
strong convictions. She became impressed with
the reasonableness of setting aside a certain part
of her income for philanthropy and after con-
siderable deliberation decided on one-tenth as a
just proportion. This she made her practice. When
she was over sixty she was brought into contact
with Christianity and became a disciple of the
Master. One day in reading the Bible she came
for the first time upon the command and promise
in Malachi. She was startled.

“Why,” she said, “I supposed that was my
discovery that the tenth was a reasonable propor-
tion, but I find that God had commanded it
thousands of years ago! ”

If this principle had not been a good one for
our development would God have so ordained it?
It is not that He needs this tithe for Himself. All
the cattle in the thousand hills are His. It is all
His. He is the owner. It is the fact that we need
this discipline. To become stewards means to
accept responsibility, and responsibility strengthens
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character. Ruskin writes in The Seven Lamps
of Architecture:

“ Let us not now lose sight of this broad and un-
abrogated principle—I might say incapable of being
abrogated so long as man shall receive earthly gifts
from God: of all that they have His tithe must be
rendered to Him, or in so far and insomuch He is
forgotten; of the skill and of the treasure, of the
strength and of the mind, of the time and of the toil
offering must be made reverently; and if there be
any difference between the Levitical and the Chris-
tian offering, it is that the latter may be just so
much the wider in its range as it is typical in its
meaning, as it is thankful instead of sacrificial.”

Robert E. Speer says: “1I think every one will
find, as every one who has passed through the ex-
perience can testify, that the acceptance of a prin-
ciple like this marks a distinct era in the enlarge-
ment of their life.”

The consciousness of being used, the sense of
working in harmony with God’s will, which is but
another name for His good, wise and loving law,
is one of the most heartening and satisfying ex-
periences in the life of the normal Christian. In-
stead of saying, with downcast eyes and folded
hands: “ Thy will be done,” to be able and willing,
with squared shoulders, steady eye and firm lip to
say courageously: “ Thy will be done and I am
ready to help in having it done,” transforms duty
into privilege.

Some tithers have a strong feeling that the en-
tire amount of the tithe should be paid directly
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into the church treasury as the storehouse. Cer-
tainly that was the ancient Israelitish custom.
Possibly it may be the only method in certain
localities where there are no other agencies through
which people effectively serve the Kingdom. On
many of our Mission Fields this is the only way
and the missionary or the district superintendent
or pastor is compelled to receive and to disperse
the tithe. Others contend that this is not the best
way. In this country there are other agencies
which must be supported. No one can for a mo-
ment deny that the Church is the greatest earthly
medium for the upbuilding of the Kingdom of
God on earth. If people can give their tithe directly
into the church treasury with a feeling of com-
plete confidence that those in charge of the mat-
ter will distribute their trust wisely, and if some-
thing remains over and above which they can give
for love gifts and thank offerings, this may be their
best method. But in urging the tithe let us be
careful that we do not invent man-made restric-
tions concerning it.

There will always be calls for our aid by worthy
agencies. No loyal member of a church should
fail to see that a large part of the tithe goes to-
ward its regular benevolent program, and no
woman in our church with an illumined mind will
fail to administer part of her tenth through the
Woman’s Home Missionary Society or Woman’s
Foreign Missionary Society, or both, and reserve
some for the great Interdenominational agencies
such as those which work for temperance, law

REASONABLE SERVICE 59

enforcement and protection of children, etc. If we
cannot give aught beyond the tithe, then there
should be careful consideration as to the reason-
able amount of the tithe to be given through the
Church, what part is to be reserved for these other
departments of the work of God, and as to how
much should be kept for the calls for personal
charity, not forgetting those emergencies which
come, when we may relieve suffering or ward off
calamity by a little personal gift, such as possibly
could not come up before a church committee.
There should be careful study as to the various

- claims upon us. Let no one attempt to decide for

another soul. Our responsibility is individual.

When the Master gave us the beautiful parable
of the Good Samaritan He did not relate that the
Samaritan waited to go to a committee of Rabbis
in the temple. It was a moment of opportunity
which required individual and instant service, and
so he took out his purse from his girdle and paid
the money to the innkeeper.

However, this liberty should be carefully
guarded. If we attempt to administer any part
of the tithe ourselves we must not think in our
hearts that it is our money that we are giv-
ing. It is His money which He gives us to ad-
minister, and if we feel that we have in this
service done what He approves we need not fear
any human critic. Such Stewardship should
make us very careful. Sacred money cannot be
given for mere pleasure. Let us weigh the words
even in which we speak of this administration.
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Anatole France, the gifted French writer, has
stated that the misuse of words is a crime against
the soul. At first sight this language may seem
rather flowery and far-fetched, but is it? For
‘instance, take the word missionary. What does
it signify? A woman once said: ‘“ Oh, I didn’t
go to the missionary meeting. I do my mis-
sionary work by staying at home and mending
my husband’s socks.” If it had been said in
joke it would have been bad enough, but she was
living on that plane!

According to the dictionary a missionary is a
person sent to propagate religion; a messenger; an
ambassador; and the definition of an ambassador
is given as a person of highest diplomatic rank
sent by one government to another to treat of
affairs of state. A missionary must be one who
goes to treat of the affairs of the Kingdom of God;
some to work in quiet ways and some to risk their
lives, if necessary, and some even to give them in
sacrifice of martyrdom because of the importance
of the message they carry. Let us not commit a
crime against our souls in comparing our own
comfort with distinct sacrificial work for God, nor
fail His divine purpose by using our tithe save in
the ways that we honestly believe will do the ut-
most for the bringing in of the Kingdom.

God never established a law of possessions which
was not primarily for the good of those who obey

it. This is just as true of the law of the tithe as

of His laws of health, gravitation, electricity: in
short, of all so-called natural laws; all like the
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law of the Sabbath were, in the language of the
Master, made for man.

Shall we not recognize that God gives us power
to use for Him? It is not that He needs our
tithes, but He calls us fellow-workers. We can
hardly be partners with God in the great work of
the world and yet not be businesslike enough to
keep the agreement with Him. Paul says it is
required of a Steward that he be found faithful.
Mr. Robert Crillar, a newspaper man, says:
“ God’s plan is a simple and businesslike plan. At
the end of the month I know to a dollar the
amount of my earnings, and one-tenth is set apart
as God’s share to be used in His work. It is not
a large sum, but it has increased in size every year,
since I began to tithe and I am old-fashioned
enough to believe that God had much to do with
the increase.” Running God’s business is much
like running any other business. If every profess-
ing Christian gave one-tenth of his earnings to the
Church, so that the hungry, the sick, the weary,
could appeal to the Church for service in the name
of Jesus, how long, think you, before the world
would be won to a religion as real and as vital as
that practiced by Christ?

Secretary White says: “ Use your best efforts
to induce the children and young people to become
tithers. If I had the privilege of persuading one
hundred adults, between the ages of thirty and

forty, all in receipt of ordinary incomes of people

between those ages; or 100 children between the
ages of eight and eighteen all without any regu-
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lar income, to adopt Tithing as a law of living,
I would, without a moment’s hesitation, select the
children. Because the primary object of Tithing
is not to get money but to build character and
youth is the time for that.”

The great financial authority, Roger Babson,
puts it forcibly:

“Let us think for a moment what would happen
if every church member of the United States would
actually do as the Bible suggests, and set aside one-
tenth of his income for God. It would furnish suf-
ficient money in a few years to teach every living
soul the principles of righteousness. The man who
leaves pure charity out of his life misses a tre-
mendous lot of fun.

“Let us think for a moment what would happen
if every church member in the United States should
tithe: there are about forty million members in our
Christian churches with about $40,000,000,000.00 in-
come. Calculate the tremendous power summed up
in one-tenth of this amount: four billions! Statistics
suggest that the next revival of religion will be an
economic revival whereby the people of to-day will
give their property as their fathers gave their lives.

“It no longer may be necessary to go to the stake
or even to prison for Jesus’ sake, but the time is fast
approaching when it shall be necessary for us to give
up a great deal more than we do now in order to
show our real interest in religion and its work. All
of us could easily give ten per cent. of our income.
Many could give fifty per cent. and some of us ninety
per cent,

“The men or women who already have all the
money they need are not the only ones who should
give. Few indeed are too poor to give something to
God’s work. I have known a sreat many tithers but
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1 have yet to find one who felt that he had lost any-
thing by dedicating a definite part of his income to

God.!’

There are plenty of people to keep us company
in our Tithing Stewardship. Perhaps some of our
illustrations seem to magnify the sacrificing of the
poor, but the joy of Stewardship has been found
by others than those with small incomes. Qu'een
Victoria was a conscientious tither. Also William
Gladstone, the stalwart Christian statesman who
wrote to his son in 1872, urging him to thus set
apart his fund for “ charity and religion ”’; and he
goes on to say: “ It is desirable that the fund thus
devoted should not be less than one-tenth of our
means, and it tends to bring a blessing on the rest.”

Dr. Ralph Cushman who relates this incident
gives a list of some well-known Americans who
have both practiced and preached Tithing: John
Stewart Kennedy, the banker and philanthropist
of New York; Jacob H. Schiff; Jay Cooke, finan-
cier of the Civil War; M. W. Baldwin, founder of
the Colgate Company; Isaac Rich and Alden
Speare of Boston, who more than any other men
provided for students the great opportunity
which we call Boston University; John S. Huyler
of New York; Daniel Ford, the proprietor of the
Youtl’s Companion; Joseph Parker, the great
London preacher; H. B. Judson, the President of
the University of Chicago; John F. Goucher of
Baltimore; James R. Day, chancellor of Syracuse
University; Maurice J. Jessup and William E.
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Dodge, both former presidents of New York
Chamber of Commerce. Many of our pastors tithe,
and nearly all of our missionaries. (Some one has
written that the missionaries are like the famous
soap—99 14-100 pure tithers.) How could they
be otherwise with the ministry of the national
churches, almost to a man, living on this rational
plane of Stewardship, in this democratic brother-
hood of service? And how could the women, the
representatives of the Woman’s Foreign Mis-
sionary Society, fail to recognize their reasonable
service as they see the Bible woman or the na-
tional teacher take out of their little allowance
their tenth?

God forgive us for not recognizing His law, if
we have never learned it; if we have never come
into such a relation to Jesus Christ that we long
to do His blessed will. It might be profitable to
read again the parable of those entrusted with the
talents. We are entrusted with talents by God,
the Owner, and we may hide them in the earth,
or we may so use them that they shall have the
thirty-fold, the sixty-fold and the hundred-fold in-
crease, and this increase for service of God. We
are stewards. Why not recognize it in the matter
of money? If one of these Chinese Christians,
who has been tithing his fields, should afterwards
find that that particular tenth row, or the tenth
field has yielded an unusual harvest, what would
we think of him if he held back from the Lord
because it was too generous a share? It was a
dedicated tenth. How much less can we, whe
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have a greater light, a greater opportunity, hold
back a tenth because we have prospered? Can a
tenth ever be too much? '

To be stewards we must be taken into ‘partner-
ship with God to the extent of understanding some
of His plans. It is a great thing to be.called into
the cabinet of the President of the United Statqs,
an honor which any American might covet! !t is
a great thing for a Christian to find that he is in
partnership with God, to come to unders.tand His
plans for the world, to come to share His sorrow
over its sin and suffering, to come to find out that
through the faithful administering of H_is Steward-
ship we may bring some of the good things to pass
which God desires for His children. 4 partner-
ship means much in the business world; it means
vastly more in the spiritual world.

In these days we talk much of democracy. The
Church of Christ should be the truest dechracy.
The Tithing system carried out is not onl'y Just. to
the rich and the poor alike, but is a manifestation
of the truest democracy. :

During a canvass for tithers a poor widow, a
washer-woman, signed the tither’s pledge. Two
ladies who knew her well and knew how haf‘d she
worked to support herself and her little children,
in a spirit of utmost kindness called on her to
remonstrate. They had both signed as tithers and
thought that while they could afford it she c.01.11d
not. Coming direct from the wash tub and wiping
her hands on her apron, she admitted them, evi-
dently pleased that they had called. After talking
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of other matters they as tactfully and lovingly as
possible made known their errand. As its full
meaning came to her she broke down, and sobbed
through her tears: “ Let me alone. You are trying
to take away the greatest blessing of my life.”
As they left her humble home they carried with
them a new vision of what Tithing means to God’s
poor.

Dr. Joseph Parker of London writes: “If I
were now in charge of a church I would not allow
a man to become a member until he pledged him-
self to give a tenth of his income to Christ. It
might decrease the church roll but it would in-
crease the church fire. Self-taxation in money, in
service, sacrifice at some crucifying Calvary point
—that is Christianity.”

It is absolutely certain that rendering unto God
the things that are God’s results in both spiritual
and temporal benefit to those who do it. As to the
results upon the world, let us take just one depart-
ment of Christian work. Never in the history of
the Church until within the last twenty-five years
has the supply of men and women willing to go as
missionaries equalled the demand. For ten or
fifteen years past thousands of mentally and

physically well-equipped and thoroughly conse-

crated young men and women have offered them-
selves as missionaries, but there was 7o money to
send them. If all Christians returned the tenth of
their income to the Lord’s work not only would
these missionaries have been sent out, but also the
other thousand who would offer themselves if they
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saw any hope of being accepted. If this could be
done how long would it be until Christ’s gospel
would penetrate and transform not only the entire
non-Christian world, but also our own land?

It is vital to keep the tithe in separate accounts.
A box or a purse or a bank account. Non-tith.ers
very often keep no detailed account of their giv¥ng
except the one kept in their feelings. According
to the Epworth Herald that record sometimes
operates like a deranged taximeter—registering
twice for every revolution of the wheels. Few non-
tithers realize how small is the proportion of their
giving. It is not the Tithing Steward who objects
to Tithing. It is the non-tither.

It is well to have a little account book in which
to put on the credit side all the money we designate
to be used in the Lord’s work. On the other side
should be noted everything spent out on account.
Perhaps some will be surprised to find that the
total they give to others is higher than they had
previously thought, while on the other hand the
majority will see that the total is smaller than they
anticipated.

“Many could tell you to-day how precious has
become that quiet corner where the tithe box is kept.
1t makes the house sacred when you have somewhere
hidden in it a little ark of God containing His treas-
ure. It makes your ledger a holier book when one
page is a God-page. It gives a new worth to your

. Check-book when every now and then a stub records

Your loyalty to the King. How cheerfully, too, one
Pays out his tenth when he recalls that for every
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dollar that he uses for God, God has given him
nine for his own use. This plan lifts our giving far
above all emotional, impulsive, or selfish motive for
doing our duty.”

Does the tithe impoverish? On the opposite
page will be seen the picture of a little box made
in 1843. A little girl of seven years decided that
she wanted to be a tither and her father made her
this box. It is solid mahogany, made to last, and
it did last! From that time until she died, at
eighty-four years of age, Sarah A. Hayes put her
tithe into that box. Left alone at a comparatively
early age, she cared not only for herself but for
others. Hearing of a stranger, a Cuban woman,
alone sick in a house near by, she went and min-
istered unto her. The dying woman commended
her little baby son to the care of the visitor, who
accepted the responsibility. She brought up this
little one, and had the joy of seeing him live to be
a useful business man and an active member of the
Christian Church. Even with this care her box
always received a tithe, and for the work of the
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society she had the
joy in her later years, on her birthday, of taking
out of her tithing box $1.00 for every year of her
age. Seventy-seven dollars, seventy-eight dollars,
seventy-nine dollars, eighty dollars, eighty-one
dollars. This is the earliest incident we have of a
tithing box, and the one of longest continuous use.
This historic one has been placed in the Museum
of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society as one
of its treasures.

MITE BOX MADE IN 1843 FOR SARAH A.
HAYES

THE “WISE MAN” OF ROORKEE BRINGING
GIFTS
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The foregoing incident brings us to the question:
At what age should children be taught to practice
Tithing? Very early in life, because thereby you
enter into partnership with God in building their
characters. The corner-stone of all character build-
ing worthy of the name is the deep sense of re-
sponsibility to God. The teaching should be re-
duced to practice to be of permanent value. Look
at the little child with a dime. How easy to change
* the dime into pennies and plan if possible zo kave
one bright shiny one, to let the little tiny hand take '
! the shiny one, the best of all, and put that into
i the Lord’s box first. What happy consultation
, there will be afterwards over the disposition of the
nine remaining. For a sound basis of economic
training compare that conference with mother, over
the way the penny should be spent, to the hasty
unguided rush to spend the dime for the first thing
which catches the fancy. Not that the child should
not spend for candy and toys; these things are es-
sential, at least to some extent, to its growth and
happiness, but the training which begins to plan;
the sense of responsibility which comes from the
division of the money is an excellent lesson in so-
cial values. When some special celebration brings
a dollar to the child can that not be divided into
dimes and a bright newly minted one found which
is to be God’s first fruits. The normal child loves
to give. Shall this beautiful trait be developed or
be submerged into selfishness by our careless lack
of training? We recognize responsibility to teach
the laws of health. Why not teach the laws of
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spiritual health from earliest childhood? The
tithing child instinctively puts God first.

The plan of having every member of the family
give, down to the smallest child, is one of the reflex
benefits which have come to us from our unselfish
efforts to proclaim the Gospel throughout the whole
world. The missionary on the field has in most
cases given to his converts the idea of God as the
giver and owner of all things. Then has been
opened to the people the opportunity to give and
even the little babe with her tiny coin or shell
grasped in her little hand is brought forward that
she may have some of the joy which comes from
the placing of the gift on the altar.

A worker of our Home Base tells of a little lad
in a country town in Maine, a nameless waif with
a sad story back of him. A very poor woman took
him to her home, rather than have him sent to the
almshouse. But he was just old enough to feel
that he was under the ban, and he kept himself
rather apart from the other children. One day
the leader of the mission band gave him a mite box.
He was about ten years of age at the time. When
the day for the opening of the boxes came the little
lad brought in his precious mite box with over a
hundred pennies in it, his head for once held just
as high as that of any of the other children. Some
people were inclined to criticize, and say he should
not be allowed to give his little savings; but the
result in character-building which the act afforded

was worth possibly more than the gift to India!
The self-respect which came into his heart because

REASONABLE SERVICE 71

he too could give something to God may be a sav-
ing grace in the years to come. He brought his
tithe, yea, more than his tithe, an.d one may con-
fidently expect that the blessing will be pour.ed out
upon him. At least the Divine Partnership was

started. : ]
Have your little children lines on their hands

which look like the capital M? Point these out
and tell them the lines may help them to remember
that their hands will hold a portion which will be
“My Maker’s Money.”

“A Tlittle lad sat beside his father and mother in
the morning church service. The sermon was on
Tithing Stewardship. The boy was intensely inter-
ested. It was not the first time that he had heard of
Tithing. His parents had tried Malachi’s suggestion
and it had worked. Strangely they had not thought
of the boy as old enough to understand ; but he was.
Suddenly he pulled on his mother’s sleeve and whis-
pered to her that he was going to begin at once.
She told him that he must wait, that he had.nothmg
as yet to tithe, but the child had heard the Still Small
Voice and like Samuel, he was going to obey.
Monday morning saw him devising ways and means
for earning something that could be tithed. He
asked for a plot of ground ‘to be given to him; he
planted it in popcorn. That year there was a good
harvest. One morning the mother noticed that peo-
ple on the road were stopping and smilingly looking
at the house. She went out and there hanging be31d<3
the door was a sign which read, ‘ Popcorn that pops.
Imagine the joy in that mother’s heart when people
began to come in numbers for the popcorn that was
more than popcorn. She told me that for days she
had to let her housework go in order to help the
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boy weigh out his corn for his customers. I could
see a kind of unusual tenderness in her face for her
boy, while she was telling his story and weighing
out with him some of the ‘popcorn that pops’ for
a lady who had heard of the tithing corn and wished
to take some back to her home three thousand miles
away. A tenth of every sale was sacred to the Lord,

apd a little more was added to the tithe as a love
gift.”

We talk of the joy of success. Can any one
imagine the satisfaction in this lad’s heart as he
carried to the altar these $14.00 plus as a result
of his first effort to obey the law of the Tithe!

An American mining engineer who is spending
three years in Africa took with him his family,
including a sixteen year old son. Last summer
the boy was given some work with a surveying
corps and came home delighted with his earnings.
He counted out ten parts and set one part aside
for the Lord. “ For all the folks over here tithe,
you know, Mother.” Can anything good come out
of Africa? He had not learned tke blessing of
Tithing in Christian America.

“ STEWARDSHIP OUGHT TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED ”

“Most of us creep into the world
And know no reason why we're born,
Save only to consume the corn,

The flesh, the fish,
And leave behind an empty dish.”

“The difference between most of us and Jesus is
that He did know why He was born. Jesus’ philos-
ophy of life was stewardship. His divine sense of
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ission was expressed in His first recorded ’word§,
?11283& ye not tII:at I must be about my Father’s busi-
ness, and again at the end of His days on earth
when He said to Pilate, ‘ To this end have I been
born.’ It seems that we can sum up His life in the
words, ¢ Lo, I am come to do thy will, O God.”

“ Now most of us need something—some habit or
habits, some method or plans—to keep reminding us
of what we are here for. Without such habitual re-
minding, that life is a Stewardship, the best lives
tend to degenerate into a series of noble spasms. It
is as Dr. Gordon once said, ‘ Human nature cannot
be trusted to carry out its generous impulses. If I
should succeed in winding any of you up to the de-
termination to do generous things you would run
down again before next Sunday.” Thus holy habits
are not only reminders, but ratchets to hold us up to
the pitch we have reached.

“For instance, have you ever known any man who
became a conspicuous prayer steward who did not
begin by holding tenaciously to fixed habits of wor-
ship? I have not. Neither have I known any one
to become a faithful steward of money and property
without starting out with the help of systematic and

roportionate giving.

i “pLet it theiforge be broadcasted to the ghurch
that it is perilous hypocrisy to talk about God’s Sov-
ereign Ownership but refuse to make the material
acknowledgment thereof. Acknowledgment is there-
fore the keyword in Stewardship. As the Methodisé
Discipline says, ¢ Man’s Stewardship ought to be ac-
knowledged.” So it ought—and the tithe is the his-
toric acknowledgment. The important point 1s, not
that it is a law, (binding upon Christians) but a
great eternal principle which the earnest Christian
will voluntarily accept—in loving loyalty to his
Lord.”—Ralph S. Cushman.
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Gop INSTITUTED GIVING THAT His PEorLE MIGHT
BE ENRICHED IN THEIR SoULS

NCE a man, a mean, selfish man, met with
O God, and after he was tested in an agoniz-
ing struggle, he called the place Penil El,
the Face of God. It is true that the struggle made
him halt forever, but how different was he in mind
and heart because he had had a vision of the Face
of God! Some of us, in order to become stewards,
may have a testing time indeed, and we may go
haltingly toward some of our worldly ambitions;
but if we have seen the face of God and have
recognized His ownership, how glorious is life and
how different our attitude toward money and the
treasure of this world! Enjoyment of it—yes,
but slavery to it—never again!
“ Tithing is the alphabet of Stewardship. It is
a short cut to Stewardship. The peculiar thing
about this divine method is that people no sooner
begin to tithe than they want to do more and are
then ready for the second lesson in Stewardship.
Tithing is Stewardship as far as it goes. It is the
practical acknowledgment that one owns, that an-
other is the possessor.”
If we have never tried the plan is it not time
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to begin—just now? Some find it hard to change
fixed habits: we may have to change our habits of
thought. An English critic writes that we Ameri-
cans are traveling into standardized mental habits,
allowing our thoughts to become curiously monot-
onous in contrast with the vigorous onset of our
lives. St. Paul exhorts us to ¢ Covet earnestly the
best gifts—and yet shew I unto you a more excel-
lent way.” One of our popular magazines reminds
us that the largest motor liner on the Atlantic,
which was launched recently, has no use for fun-
nels, but carries two. They take up deck space
and cut down the speed of the ship through wind
resistance; but they have to be there because
travelers are not used to seeing a ship without
funnels. Just so when the steamship was taking
the place of the sailing vessel it was necessary to
cater to prejudice by putting useless sails on the
steamers. Thus does the human mind still resist
the entrance of a new idea.

Mary said: “ Whatever he saith unto you, do
it.” Are we ready to obey Him? It is true that
our Stewardship will raise some questions to be
settled but nothing that will come to us will prove
more puzzling than that which came to a mis-
sionary in Belgian Congo. She was perplexed to
know what to do when a tithed chicken ate up all
the tithed corn during the church service!

To some women the question may come: “ Why
Sh.ould we tithe if our husband tithes? ” If you
will study the Scriptures you may see that tithing
I8 individualistic. In the tenth chapter of Nehe-
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miah we note that we should bring the first fruits
of our “ dough, and our offerings, and the fruit of
all manner of trees, or wine and of oil,” and again
in Leviticus: “ And all the tithe of the land,
whether the seed of the land or the fruit of the
tree is the Lord’s, as also the tithe of the herd of
the flock.” And in Chronicles we note: “ As soon
as the commandment came abroad the children of
Israel brought in abundance the first fruits of corn,
wine, oil and honey, and of all the increase of the
fields and the tithe of all things brought they in
abundantly.”

The Chinese Christians call the tithe ‘ Fragrant
Money.” Incense with its rising column of aro-
matic smoke has ever been a symbol of devotion.
“ And the Lord smelled a sweet savor.,” This
expression is just, regarding the money which we
give back to the owner in fulfillment of the com-
mand, if it is joyfully given. Nobody wants to
accept an unwilling payment. If a man pays his
rent to his landlord with a smile on his face it is
an indication of the friendship between them. If
the landlord has done much to make this tenant
comfortable it would be the natural thing for a
normal man to express his gratitude as he brings
his rent, though he is only fulfilling an obligation.
The person who gives the tithe without rejoicing
in it gives little recognition of the goodness of
God, the owner of all, and does not get out of the
mere formal acceptance of the duty, the joy of
friendship, of communion, which will result from
the gladness of obedience.
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The story of the life of the gentle Buddha is
the tale of his renunciation of all his wealth and
power and glory, a renunciation to gain merit; a
prepossession strongly entrenched in many non-
Christian faiths. But we are not now talking
even of laying up treasures in heaven; we are con-
sidering obeying God in His command as to what
we should do with that part of His gift to us
which He has instructed us to use not for our per-
sonal comfort, but for His cause.

In the Bethel Hospital, Colorado Springs, a
young patient read a book by Bishop Warne, on
India’s Mass Movement. After she returned home
she sent a note: “I want to give $5.00 a month
to India. The little book opened my eyes to the
privilege of being a steward of God.”

There are many striking instances of the joy
of humble obedient hearts as they attempt, out of
their possessions, to render unto the Owner of all
the tenth as a recognition of His ownership, in
obedience to His command.

The one cherished and honored object in the
homes of some of our Christians in India is a little
coarse earthenware jar. It is a source of great
joy. They call it the Vessel of Blessing—* Barakat
ka Bartan.” It stands near the little fireplace
and when the meal is prepared a handful of rice
is placed therein. Not every one gets enough at
the meal, but then, the poor among the people of
India seldom can eat to satisfaction. On Sunday
the preacher spreads a cloth down for the gifts
and what joy it is to have a jar of meal to place
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in this cloth! (If we in America would give with
the same generosity we would need great recep-
tacles of blessing set up in our homes!)

See a picture of a Thank Offering in an Indian
village in the early evening. A few lights are
around about. A piece of cotton sheet is spread on
the floor for the guests to sit on. After the pastor
had preached his sermon he explained the mean-
ing of the Thank Offering. Then a piece of cloth
was spread on the floor and one by one the people
came with their offering. Some emptied a peck
of rice, or grain; others brought a few coins; a
yard of cloth; or fruit. One old woman hobbled
forward and said: “I have nothing but these,”
and she took two toe rings from her feet and laid
them reverently on the cloth. From the joy shin-
ing in their faces you just knew that these humble
people received a blessing!

If only the heart of Christ could be enshrined
in all who profess to follow Him it would not be
a question of how much must I give, but rather
how little will do for the necessities of my life so
that I will have more to give!

“ Qur church in Puebla, Mexico, was destroyed
by fire on Saturday. A terrible loss, it seemed,
but the next day the pastor preached to the people
in the school building and called upon them to
rise and build. A young gir], a trained nurse, who
through years of hard work had saved $400.00,
rose and pledged not one-tenth of it, but the entire
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amount! God has answered her trust, for since
then she has been able to go to the medical school
and will soon be able to practice her chosen pro-
fession. The Lord must have blessed her abun-
dantly or she could not have accomplished this.

« At a District Meeting in Agra, India, a man
stepped forward with his two little motherless girls
and said: ‘I want to give one anna a month for
each of these little ones.” I asked their names and
he said they were Ruth and Naomi. They were
so attractive that all our hearts were touched.”

Truly of some Chinese Christians it may be
said: “ She hath done what she could.” Such is
the case of an old, very poor widow who was given
two dollars near the close of the year to help her
to “ Cross the year ” as the Chinese say. With-
out a moment’s hesitation she laid aside one dollar
to be given to the Lord and rejoiced that she had
an offering to bring to Him. Another very old
and desperately poor sister in one of our churches
who was more than seventy years of age, when she
was received into church membership, gave joy-
fully her gift. Her home was in one room of a
house, ruined in a great flood some years ago, hav-
ing only a mud floor and walls with many large
holes where bricks were missing, letting in rain and
cold and winter winds, as well as the fierce heat
of the summer sun. Her bed was rough boards
put on the mud floor. Her only luxury a warm
heavy quilt of cotton given her by one who had
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been especially helped by the Christian love and
contentment of this woman. Although often ill
and too weak to go out selling the poor little trifles
by which her living is made, she is seldom absent
from church and never fails to place her coin on
the collection plate; the coin may be only half a
cent in value as to its buying power, but this
is given from love of her Saviour. On our Thanks-
giving Day, at New Year’s time, she is one of
the first to arrive with a bright happy face. Her
Thank Offering wrapped in a bit of red paper (as
is usually done with presents) is held carefully in
her hands during the service, and when the time
comes she joyfully and reverently deposits it in the
money chest. Christian Chinese are teaching their
children the duty and joy of giving, and they too
bring their Thanksgiving Offering. Often little
ones are carried in their mother’s arms to drop
their coins as they see their mothers do.

One of our Chinese members had two little boys
who were taught when very small of the love of
Jesus Christ for little children. When they were
five years old their mother called them and told
them that soon it would be New Year’s Day when
every one would present an offering of love to Jesus
Christ; that it was right to give the best and
dearest things to Him because He loved them so
much, urging them to think over what they felt
they ought to give. When the time came she
found that the children had each cut from his
jacket the silver button, made from a ten cent
piece, which had been presents to them, and of
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which they were very fond, and were taking these,
as their choicest gifts to Jesus their Lord. ;
Another of our Christians, like many of his fel-
lows, works hard for his daily rice. H.IS salary
is not large. He oiten wonders how the rice bqwls
of his large family are to be filled. At one time

—when it was decided that his salary should be in-

creased by a dollar a month it fell to me to inform
him. I shall never forget the experience. He §at
across the desk from me as I told him. He said:
« The Lord is good to me; I can get along as I
have with my present salary and give my tenth.
1 will add this extra amount to my giit for the
Lord’s work.”

In the Philippine Islands our Bible women serve
on a cash basis of three dollars per month. Some
do not get even this much, and yet one h%mdred
per cent of our graduates are tithers. Kec?p}ng the
Tithing account and systematic regular giving has
become a vital part of life. Tithing books of the
students in the Bible Woman’s Training School
make an interesting study. A system of regular
bookkeeping is kept of all personal expenses and
when money is received or earned the tithe is set
apart and a regular bookkeeping account is kept
of that. It is a part of the school work and the
books are audited regularly with monthly grades
made upon the same.

A missionary writes: “ The tithe of the mis-
sionary’s allowance is the most satisfactory way
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of solving the problem of her giving. When her
check is received the tenth is set apart for the tithe
and a part for free will offering. Duty requires
the tithe, and what is given above is free-will giv-
ing. When we talk to the folks at home they think
it strange that a missionary should tithe. But

would you deny her that blessed part of that won-
derful service? ”’

Another missionary writes: “If one subject
possesses my heart above another it is the subject
of the tithe. We are strong on the field just there.
We believe it, we teach it, we practice it, and it is
telling. We have not a teacher on our staff who
does not give of her tithe to the Lord and then
out of the remainder help to pay the expense of
some member of the family in school. The money
is received, the tithe is taken out and an offering
and the rest applied to daily expenses. How we
wish that in the Home Land tithers might do the
same and fill the treasury of the Church.”

A group of travelers passing through a govern-
ment leper village in China saw the foundation of
a small structure and asked the mason what he
was building. “ A church for the lepers,” was the
reply. “ Who wants to build a church for these
lepers? ” A group of the lepers spoke up: “ The
Jesus Christians build this church for us.” As the
travelers left, one was heard to say: “ Strange, is
it not, that one would want to put up a church for
these gruesome folk! ” Had the travelers beer
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acquainted with the gospel they Would have known
why the Methodist Church in Hinghua cares to do
it. The little chapel was made possible by a
generous-hearted layman of the United State.s.
Pastor Yellow, who takes his life in his hands in
going in and out of these leper camps, states that
the death rate is always 10% per year. Before the
church began work they devoted considerable a}t-
tention to theatricals connected with idol worship.
They also held idol processions to gain thfe favor
of the gods. All these things have been given up
as they come to know Jesus Christ. The pastor

" says that they make exceptionally strong Chris-

tians. Last year they gave $65.00 (silver) tov:che
work, besides $36.00 toward the high school build-
ing. When the big church was built in the heart
of the city they gave $80.00 toward it, although
they knew they could never enter its doors.

A Chinese came to the mission accompanied by
twenty others. He spread out a red paper on
which were the words: ¢ People of O Ka Da vil-
lage petition you and the Methodist Church to
send us a preacher.” As they emphasized the de-
sire, they said they had a church. When ques-
tioned he replied: “ Three months ago I put up
the Ten Commandments in my ancestral hall, and
I led these others to join the church.” What
could the missionary do but promise thf:m a
preacher, but where was the money? Over in the
home land, a woman in West Virginia had her pen
in hand to write a check for $100.00, as special
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gift, but the voice of the Spirit said: “ Write
$500.00.” She filled out the check for $500.00
and these men in China got their preacher. Are

we listening to the voice of the Spirit when it says
“ Write five ” ?

In a Gujarati village lives a man who has known
Christ for about ten years. He was a poor laborer,
but God helped him in things temporal and
spiritual, so that he became a land-owner and gave
the tithe to the Lord. He was giving rs. 100 to
the annual collection, in addition to his monthly
subscription. Last year the cotton crop almost
failed. A non-Christian met this man and said:
“Now that God has not given you a good crop I
suppose you will not give Him so large an
amount.” Khushal replied: “ My faith and love
for God has not been injured by one year’s failure
of the crop, and I will give rs. 5 more,” and he
led off with a contribution of rs. 105.

A missionary answers our question about the
people of her district:

“Giving! Why, our people all find joy in giving.
Why not? Think of the joy which .tjheyfrie%dshig[‘)
of Jesus Christ brings into their lives. We have no
teacher, no Bible woman who gives as little as one-
tenth. Our Chinese are hilarious givers.”

And she adds these items:

“An old woman was sitting by her little kitchen
fireplace and I sat beside her on a stool. She asked,
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¢Ig the City church completed? T had a share in it
“You,” I said, looking about for signs of the things
she might have given. ‘Yes, I gave three big dollars
and five dimes.” ‘ How did you do it?’ I asked. ‘I
had one-half cent a day for vegetables and salt to
eat with my sweet potatoes and rice. I went without
these vegetables, praising God that I might share in
building the temple of God.””

In another village people had been praying a
long time for a church. When subscriptions were
being taken a blind man said, “ All I have is my
good coffin stored away for my burial. I will give
that and trust to God that He will supply my need
in life and death.” (Only by remembering the
custom of the Chinese people to provide their
coffins for a decent burial can we understand what
a sacrifice that was.) Perhaps some of the Chris-
tians who to-day are saving up for a big monument
might get more enjoyment if they would use it for
God’s service now.

Ur Bih Di was fifty years of age when she
first heard the Gospel. She was alone and made
her living going to the mountains and cutting twigs
and grass and carrying it to the city, twelve miles
away, to sell for fuel. When she could do this she
had food. If she was not able to go to collect the
fuel she had to fast until she could work again. A
missionary went and found her ill and had her
taken to the hospital. When the gruff old Scotch
doctor was asked what her disease was he said
“Starvation.” When able to leave the hospital
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they gave her employment in the kitchen of the
girls’ school until she should be strong enough to
return to her work in the woods but she proved
such a good worker that she was promoted to be
cook at $2.00 a month. A few years later there
was an emergency in the school and the Chinese
women were asked to pray for money. The old
cook came one day with one hand hidden under
her coat. She said that God had so wonderfully
blessed her that she wanted to make a Thank
Offering. She continued, “ My mother never had
warm clothing or stockings in all her life. I have
both.” (Her clothes were patched and her stock-
ings made over from cast offs and these were worn
only on Sundays.) “I have food and such shelter
as I never had until I became a Christian. I want
to thank God for giving this to me. I never saw
so much money before and I cannot count it, but
there will be more when some I have loaned is
repaid.” She then brought out the money wrapped
in an old cloth. It amounted to $100.00. The
missionary in astonishment said, “ Don’t you want
to keep some for yourself? ” The poor woman
insisted it was all to be given to God as a Thank
Offering. Later she brought $20.00 more—all she
possessed—remarking that there would have been
more but she had given for the pastor’s salary and
missionary money each year. She has learned to
read and her mind is strong with Bible verses and
hymns and she has won many to her Lord.

In a little village in the northern part of Korea,
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the Christians had outgrown their church. Of' a
Sunday morning there would be as many ou.tsxde
the building as inside. They decided to bl:llld a
larger church. Instead of asking th'e Mission to
help them they determined to build it themselyes.
They were a farming people and had very little
cash. The women as well as the men and boys
contributed labor. They got as far as the roof,
which they wanted to be of tile,. for the house of
God must be better than their straw-thatched
houses, but there was no money to be had. The
pastor called the little flock togfather for a week of
prayer. It came Friday and stll} no answer. The
pastor urged every one to consider whether they
were withholding anything from God. A woman
from the rear of the building came forward, took
off her wedding ring and laid it upon the altar,
saying: ¢ This is the only thing of money valug
which I have. Will this help finish our church?
Immediately thirteen other women came forward
and did likewise. A wedding ring contains 'ab.out
two and a half dollars’ worth of silver.. I.t is just
as precious to a Korean woman as it 1s tf) an
American woman. The proceeds not only ﬁplshed
the church but provided two stoves to heat it.

Miss Dora Welch of Algiers tells this charming
incident of one of our schoolgirls:

“A Little child with her mother in a dingy bazaar
of an African town kindly offered her services tto
two foreigners whom she supposed to be tourists,
desirous of purchasing some of the quaint curios.
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The women thanked the child, ‘and after explaining

that they were missionaries asked the mother to allow
her to come to their home to attend the class where
they gathered the children weekly to talk to them of
the love of God and of the Saviour, Jesus Christ.
So little G. became a regular member of the mis-
sionary circle.

“Ten years later a young army officer and his
charming wife came to visit the two dearly loved
friends. They were burdened with parcels and be-
hind them followed a maid carrying a large box.
After greeting the missionaries they began at once
to open the mysterious Ppackages, the hostesses stand-
ing in wonder as one by one the chairs and even
floors were covered with pretty vases, trays, silver
articles, and valuable things. When all were un-
packed, with bright eyes and flushed faces the young
couple explained, ‘ These are our Thank Offerings to
God, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. We bring our wed-
ding presents to you and wish you to dispose of them
and to use the money to help others learn of Him.,
Think how He led you all these years to meet a
little child and later led my husband to another
missionary in a lonely mountain town where he, a
young army officer, was stationed and led him to
accept Jesus Christ as his Saviour. What wonder
is it that the question of our hearts as we stand
on the threshold of our married life is, “ What shall
we render to God for all His benefits to us? ” ’ »

Mrs. D. lives on the edge of a little town in the
United States. She had heard Tithing discussed
and “ was convicted,” as our Methodist forefathers
would have said, After making up her mind that
the exercise of Tithing Stewardship is the way to
treat the Owner of your farm and mine, your
factory and mine, your shop and mine,” she went

A TITHING BASKET
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out one morning to study her flock of chickens.
As she told it, this is what she thought: ¢ You're
a scrawny looking lot of chickens. If you are to
be God’s flock you will have to perk up.” She
began to study the science of chicken-raising with
this matter in mind. In two years her one time
scrawny flock produced the samples which took
the first blue ribbon at the county fair. Are we
so blind that we cannot recognize God’s response
in enlightenment to an honest effort to fulfill His
law?

They tell the tale of a Bishop overburdened
with care for a great institution in this country
which could no longer stand against the lack of
funds. Suddenly the door opened and the Dean of
the College entered. His face was shining. He
came up to the desk where the Bishop’s silk hat
was lying and without saying anything picked it
up and kicked it up to the ceiling. The Bishop
didn’t know whether he was dealing with a mad-
man, but before he could do anything the Dean
burst forth: “Some one has just promised us
$100,000! ” They say the Bishop leaped to his
feet with the words: “Kick it again! ” Why
should we not get happy over money when used
for good purposes? It is not a curse, it is a bless-
ing. Only we must learn to use it under the law.
Money is power. Power in the hands of evil men
will do unmeasured harm, but when good people
have this power and use it for the kingdom of
righteousness they can work miracles in God’s

N
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name. Let us not forget Wesley’s advice to “ Get
all we can, and save all we can” but surely not
the last part of it, to “ give all we can.”

The power of money drives the fastest car
through our streets. It may lead to great extrava-
gance, such as embitters the heart of the poor.
Or, it may have a spiritual force which will build
the walls of the new Jerusalem. It is a power that
will master the difficult conditions which confront
us, and it is in the hands of Christians to use, if
they will.

TuHE HORN oF VICTORY

“ Blessed be the Lord God of Israel for he hath
visited and redeemed his people and hath raised up
an Horn of Salvation for us.” Does this expression
mean aught to you? When Zacharias’s liberated
tongue spake thus triumphantly of the coming of the
long expected Messiah he calls the sign of rejoicing
an horn. In a little fribe hidden away on the slopes
of the Lebanon which has escaped the crushing rule
of the Turks some of the ancient Israelite customs
remain, among them the wearing of the horn. It is
the symbol of Salvation, or Victory. During times
of defeat or bereavement it is worn hanging down
but when victory is achieved or great rejoicing comes
it is elevated and worn as shown in our frontispiece.
Our hearts are heavy when we consider the condi-
tion of the Church of God as we see it marching so
slowly instead of at a triumphant pace as it should
on the King’s Highway. We have recently been
taxed heavily for war and had no choice but to pay
a fearful price for carnage and destruction and we
have accomplished—what? We recognize the need of
a great blessing and many prophets are sounding the

A
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note of a new day in spiritual things. Is not the
promise clear that if we bring the tithes into the
storehouse there shall be poured out upon us a bless-
ing so great that there shall not be room to receive
it? Some feel that the tithe brings temporal bless-
ings, and there certainly are some remarkable inci-
dents when the basket and store have been filled full
and running over, but the promised blessing may be
far more than temporal things. It may be the spir-
itual life, the new impulse, the greater love which
will make wars to cease, which will banish un-
righteousness, which will bring the day of victory
for the Kingdom of the Prince of Peace.
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MALACHI FULFILLED AROUND THE
WORLD

In Prayer
COMRADES ALL In Personal Service
In Tithing Stewardship

.Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse—I
will open you the windows of heaven and pour you
out a blessing—saith the Lord of Hosts.

UR powers grow by exercise. The sailor
develops a keener sight by his constant
peering into the mists ahead; the hunter

by his constant yigil. Our spiritual sight may be
s.trengthened and developed to a larger capacity
till we come to the place where we may apprehend
a larger measure of the vast infinite. May not the
study of the faithfulness of God’s stewards in
other lands as well as in our own strengthen our
vision for eternal things?

In the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, in India, the great
struggle of the Moslem power, which had domi-
nated India for a thousand years, to retain its
supremacy against the rising tide of British in-
fluence, there occurred an incident which may help
us t? get a prospective on the subject of our own
participation in the world conquest for Christ.
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The Kingdom of Nepaul, (the one where we are
glad to record that the Maharajah has just paid an
immense sum to free all slaves in his dominion),
was one which did not join in the plans of the Mos-
lem Emperor at Delhi. The Great Mogul sent sev-
eral demands for the Maharajah to send troops to
wipe out a little band of Christian refugees which
had succeeded in reaching Naini Tal, a village in a
cleft of the foothills of the Himalayas 6,000 feet
high. Eighty-seven Englishmen were holding the
narrow pass from the plains, against the troops of
the Delhi power. The only other way by which
they might be reached and exterminated was
through the dominion of the Hindu Maharajah.
He was disposed to yield to the demands of the
Great Mogul but his Prime Minister refused
sternly and would give no explanation save to say:
“Y have seen Portsmouth!” Nobody could tell
what he meant, and he would not, so a sort of
superstition and fear made them respect his stand
—1I have seen Portsmouth!

Not till long afterwards was the solution given.
The Prime Minister had visited England, and
among other great experiences he had been con-
ducted through the Navy Yard at Portsmouth,
then the greatest arsenal in the world. He had
recognized the immense resources of the British
power and was convinced that in the end it would
surely conquer any military struggle with the
Mogul power. His stand saved this state from
war, and the little band of Christian refugees was
able to hold out until November when the City of
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Delhi fell. (Among these refugees was the first
missionary family of the Methodist Church, Dr.
and Mrs. Wiiliam Butler.)

Why bring an illustration from the accursed
business of war into this book, which looks to-
ward the expansion of the Kingdom of the Prince
of Peace? Because there will always be war! Not
the hated massacre of men, but a war for the
downfall of evil, superstition, injustice, and greed.
In this strife we must follow in the train of the
Son of God. He needs us, and His task will not
be finished till every knee shall bow and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord! Look
again at this far-seeing Prime Minister. He saw,
not only the apparently inexhaustible resources of
flmmunition and guns, but also the making of the
immense cables which hold the ships of Great
Britain’s navy, the ropes which control the sails,
t}-le cordage which binds the interests of the Em-
pire. In the very heart of every rope and of every
cable which must stand the strain of the mighty
anchors, there was woven a single thread of red,
the sign of the ownership of the King! Every foot
of cordage of the great navy as it sails the seven
seas unto the uttermost parts of the world, cen-
tered with the sign of the royal ownership!

If in every dollar that we hold there comes to
be the golden thread of the tithe in recognition of
the .ownerslzip of the King of Kings, all our pos-
sessions will be enriched, and we shall have given
to us power to gain a vision of the coming triumph
of His Kingdom. Shall we not be able to abide in
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confidence and to live without fear because we
have seen a spiritual Portsmouth? ¢ Of the in-
crease of His Kingdom there shall be no end.”

Possibly in no Oriental country has the knowl-
edge of the blessed obligation of the tithe been
understood better than in Korea. The following
example of their loyalty comes from the village of
Chin-Nal on the coast. A non-Christian woman
went to visit friends who were Christians. She
became much interested in their new belief. The
thing which particularly attracted her was their
custom of setting apart the tenth of the produce of
their little farm and of their fishing expeditions as
the Lord’s tenth, the thing that was due to Him.
These Christians explained to their visitor that
they had been greatly blessed in so doing. Not
only spiritually but financially. They told that
since they had become tithers they seemed to have
gained a new estimate of the value of money, that
they could see so many places where they could
save or earn a little more than had been the case
before. They said that before they learned to
tithe there were always so many calls for money
and it seemed so hard to give to all who needed
help but that after they became tithers they always
seemed to be able to help worthy causes.

The guest was so much impressed that she de-
cided that from the very beginning of her life as a
Christian she would be a tither. Returning to
her home she began arranging her life to fit her
new Christian standards. As a poor widow she
found it difficult to carry out her plans, but felt
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.that she had received so much comfort and bless-
ing that she was glad to give to the Lord His
tenth. She gained her living by helping to har-
vest in the fields of others ‘or by selling bowls of
oysters which she laboriously secured from the
rocks at low tide. Koreans like no food better
than white polished rice but the very poor seldom
see it and it is a great luxury. They live largely
on millet and the seed of broom corn. The woman
was of the poorest but when preparing her food
she put aside every tenth handful of grain for the
Lord. ﬂowever, when the time came to present
the grain it was not the coarse millet which she
carried to the altar in the church, for she had ex-
changed it for some of the best grade of white

‘rice. She said that only the best was d
for her Christ. good enough

Mrs. C. B. Perez of Manila tells of some of our

Filipino church people as loyal tithers. She
writes:

“We have not found it hard to induce our people
to tithe. We realize that it is very important for
our members to acknowledge and accept that they
are the.Stevx'rards of God. The sooner they accept
and believe it the better it is for the spread of the
Gospel and for the strengthening of their Christian
hfs and experience.

_Unless the young Christians are made to feel
their responsibility in carrying the work of God in
their midst they cannot and will not appreciate the
beautiful religious experience they enjoy, and hence
cannot even conceive that it is their responsibility to
help others share the privileges. It is our earnest

==
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hope and desire to help our neighboring countries.
We do believe that God in choosing these islands to
enjoy the nominal Christian religious life for over
three centuries has a very definite purpose for us,
but we will never be in a position to share that light
with others unless we ourselves as a people are in-
dued with the spirit of the Master. This is the reason
why we have tried to educate our people as to the
importance of Stewardship and Tithing.

“ Brother Sebastian was stricken with palsy. A
missionary stopped his horse by the side of the dusty
road, by the side of the dry, dusty town in order
that he might have a word with this man. It was
hot, but Brother Sebastian looked cool in his clean
white shirt and loose cotton trousers. His good wife
was sitting on the edge of the bed trying to massage
some feeling into the lifeless feet. Brother Sebas-
tian was once a justice of the peace. Now his little
farm affords a scanty living. After the doctor had
prayed with him, Brother Sebastian said, ‘ Pastor,
this town must have a preacher and my wife and I
have decided that inasmuch as we are about the only
Protestants here, we must do more than our tithe.
So the half of our house we will give and half of all
that comes from the farm.””

The following is a Malachi incident from India:

“ Sivamma, a woman converted on the Vikarabad
District, India, during the mass movement, owns a
little farm. When she heard a message on Tithing
she went home and divided her field into ten parts
and worked all parts alike, and gave to God all she
received from the tenth part. Later when at a
meeting she heard about love gifts and Thank Offer-
ings and seemed troubled to think that she had given
only one-tenth which rightly belonged to God, she
determined that she would give a love gift, and that
it should be the biggest thing she had, so she brought
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a large calf, or rather a heifer, which was indeed
the largest thing she had. Dr. Parker saw the crea-
ture tied near the place where the Conference was
being held and thought it was the property of one
of the villagers. He writes of the incident:
‘ On the last day before we were to have the Thank-
Offering meeting she came and asked if she might
take the calf back home, so I learned that it was
hers. 1 said, “ Certainly, Sivamma, you may take it
home, but tell me why did you bring it?” She re-
plied, “I wanted to give to Yesuswami (the Lord
Jesus) the biggest thing I have, and that calf is the
biggest thing, but since I have been here these four
days He has so filled my soul with joy that every
time I looked at the calf it has seemed to me smaller.
It is too small to give to Him so I would like to take
it home and feed it well for three months and make
it bigger and then give it to Him.” After three
months she brought the animal as her offering but
even then did not seem quite satisfied that it was
big enough to give to her Lord.”” 7

A little Bulgarian woman with three small chil-
dren, one a baby in arms, her husband being at
the battle front during the late war, was earning
a scanty living as best she could by plain sewing.
She had two rooms and lived in the very tiny one
in order to save fuel. Vet once a week she took
of her precious fuel enough to warm the larger
room that it might be warm to hold the local
prayer meeting held by the Woman’s Foreign Mis-
sionary Society women. Her church pledge was
faithfully met in the hard year that followed the

war. Only close friends knew of her loving sacri-
ficial gift.

=
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A Korean Christian farmer was .deeply im-
pressed by the need for a church in his com-
munity. It was a small place, apd_ as he weqt
around speaking to the other Christians about it
he found that the people felt they could pot help,
as the crop had been a failure the preceding year.
Finally he decided that he himseli would build a
church. He began to gather the necessarx ma-
terials. A few of the other Christians contrlo'uted
labor. Mr. Pak’s face was bright Wit.h happiness
as he anticipated the day when his village would
have its own first church building. Suddenly a
typhoon swept over the Yellow Sefi a.nd the little
partly-built church being directly in 1ts. p:ath was
crumpled in a heap. How the non-Christians did
laugh and scoff! They taunted Mr: Pak. by say-
ing that even God did not want his building so
had sent the strong wind to blow it over. .

Mr. Pak found this a sore trial but believed that
it was a test of his faith, so he borrowed money to
begin again, being constantly tormented by .the
scoffs and sneers of many around him. The build-
ing was finally finished and the devoted man took
joy in going up in the very early morning f.or
prayer and asked for help to repay the d.ebt in-
curred for the little church. Rice was h.lS chief
crop and among his tiny fields was a section that
he seldom sowed because the land was.unproduc-
tive and the crops had always been a failure. Mr.
Pak was convinced that he ought to become a
tither and that he must plant rice even on thl.S
poor ground. As he planted he prayed and dedi-
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cated the crop to the Lord. When the harvest was
gathered they found this crop was the finest that
he had ever had, and in one year he was able to
pay off the entire indebtedness! The non-Chris-
tians saw this thing and many of them changed
their minds about Mr. Pak’s religion. To this day
his dear old mother goes regularly every morning
to the church, first to pray and then to give her
Stewardship as she carefully removes the dust and
prepares the building for the service.

It was in a little village of India. The Thanks-
giving Offering of the Christians was being
brought. As the district superintendent looked
over the little flock he was inspired as he noted
the gifts. Surely the prophet Isaiah reached the
highest point of his glowing message when he
called upon the redeemed of the land to  Arise,
shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the
Lord is risen upon thee! ” He then pictures the
Gentiles as they surely should come with their
gifts for the glory of the King: “ The dromedaries
of Midian shall be brought unto thee.” Here in
the heat of the India noon came one of our Chris-
tian men unconsciously fulfilling the prophecy, for
he led a young camel—a dromedary—as his con-
tribution for the little church of God! We see
real Stewardship among God’s poor in that land
of depressed classes. They give of their posses-
sions; but, listen—the prophet continues: ‘ The

flocks of Kedear and the rams ‘of Nebaioth shall
minister unto thee, they shall come up with ac-
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ceptance on thine altar”” One of the Indian
farmers brought his horse and gave that as a
Thank Offering, saying: “ While Jesus was in the
world He never rode a horse, and He must have
cut His feet many times on the stones as He
walked.” He wanted Jesus to have the horse to
help others get the message which had meant so
much to him.

A petty officer in the Korean army, after becom-
ing a Christian settled down to the life of a farmer.
He preached in his native village and as the be-
lievers grew he decided they must have a church.
His neighbors agreed to help him build a chapel,
giving time and money. There were not enough
funds to finish the work, so he told the little flock
that prayer was now their only resource. They
spent many days in prayer but the heavens seemed
deaf to their supplications. One day the soldier-
farmer called a meeting of all the members and
after prayer announced that he proposed to answer
his own prayers. ‘“Now,” said he,  there is my
ox, a strong, good animal, worth considerable
money. It is the only one I have to do the work
on my farm and what I shall do when it is gone
I do not know; but God’s house must be finished
and the ox must help us to do it. I will sell the
animal and thus secure the money to complete it.
As for the farm, let us trust God to take care of
our fields.” He sold the ox and the church was
completed. Some .weeks later, the missionary
visiting that village and going to the fields saw
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this Christian and his brother harnessed side by
side to the plow—the place of the ox, while the
aged father held the handles and followed the
furrow.

A village meeting held after dark in the open
street of a Mohalla in India. A man came dragging
some unwilling object. It was a young buffalo
which he was contributing to the collection. At
another village meeting a man and his wife
brought their baby for baptism by the hand of
Bishop Robinson. The father said that in honor
of the occasion he wished to give a cow to the
collection.

In India our Christian villagers are learning how
to give. Not quite a tithe yet, but a large amount
of their produce. One worker brought the offering
from his village. It was the chicken season and
they had corralled the offering in the compound.
It consisted of thirty-five roosters, hens, and half-
grown chickens, in addition to the dates and vege-
tables!

“At a village service in India closing about eight
o’clock the women were invited to make an offering.
They went to their huts and for a time could be heard
the cleaning of grain. After a while they came, one
by one, bringing their offering. Every hut was rep-
resented. T never saw a collection that so impressed
me. Though the value of corn, rice, and grain was
not more than $25.00 in cash yet the picture of those
women standing in a row in the night giving out of
their poverty will never leave me.”

THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE FLOCK
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The girls in our school in Roorkee, India, were
impressed that they should give a Thank Offering.
But what could they find to give, little dependent
children? They had no money to tithe! Finally
they came to the missionary and suggested what
they could sacrifice in order to have some offering.
It was the best part of their Christmas treat.
Each year the missionary was accustomed to hire
2 camel and on this lordly beast the pastor and
two of the men, representing the Wise Men of old,
came riding into the compound to distribute the
simple gifts. The girls asked that this time the
cost of the camel hire be allowed for their Thank
Offering, and so they shared in the joy of giving.
Imagine the real satisfaction of that Christmas in
the Roorkee school: not so much excitement, but
.a deep rejoicing!

A few India Christians were talking about Tith-
ing. One said: “I know how it is,” and began to
illustrate. He took grains of rice and began to
count them out; when he had counted out nine he
stood looking at the one grain remaining in his
hand and his eyes filled with tears as he repeated
over and over, “ Shame, shame! Ts it right that
I should have nine grains and give Him only one
when He has done so much for me?”

We have a record of a busy man who did not
have much time to read literature on Tithing or
anything else. He was not interested in Tithing,
but his wife believed in it and tried to convert her
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}%usband to the principle. She kept a little choice
h:cerature on Tithing lying handy where he would
pick it up when he came in to dinner.

i By and by the leaven began to work, and one
night he came in and laid down eight hundred dol-
lars‘, which, he said, was his tithe of his year’s
b:usmess. His wife was well informed about mis-
slonary work, and suggested that he take the sup-
port of a missionary in Africa.

Tl'lat was the first step; but now that man is
looking up every old atlas and geography at hand
t(? ﬁnc'l out more about that part of Africa where
his missionary is stationed; he is reading news
fresh from the field and is greatly interested in
‘t‘he sermons his pastor is preaching on missions.

Where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also.” It is not hard to interest a man in missions
who has a thousand dollars invested in the subject.
T%le wife did not stop at this victory but wrote a
friendly note to the official board and sent a pack-
age of Tithing cards. Many of the men signed up
as tithers. )

That woman is now head of the Tithing depart-
ment of the church with all the group leaders and
§tewardship assistants under her care, and Tithing
is becoming a part of the creed of the church.

THANKSGIVING DAY IN ALGIERS

:‘ The children Moslems? No, Christians!

They had had their money back out of their
boxes. The box could hold it again Thanksgiving
Day! ’,l’he. night before they had demanded it—¢ All
I have,’ said one. *Not so,” answered the mission-
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ary. ‘If you give all you will have nothing left for
anything else.” The child’s eyes had brightened sud-
denly. ‘Is my money all my very own?’ she had
asked. °¢Certainly, was the reply. Surely it was.
Then the child had said triumphantly, ‘All I have I
give to Jesus.

“ They sat round the bright homelike room, ten of
them, all dressed in gala clothes, a veritable garden
of animated flowers. The little old colored basket
lay on the table and the assistants and missionaries,
all dressed, too, in their best, came in and sat down
among them. Every one gave some special reason
for which she ‘ gave thanks to the God and Father
of us all’ ‘I thank God for bringing me here,’ said
one; ‘I thank Him because I know Jesus,’ said an-
other. And ‘I because we are all here again this
Thanksgiving Day,” said a third with her dark eyes
on the sweet face of one four-year-old darling whom
we had nearly lost a few months before.

“Then came the practical Thanksgiving and they
rose one by one and dropped their money into the
little consecrated basket. The ladies came first, put-
ting in paper, then came the gifts of the children.
One realized it was indeed gifts of love for blessings
received, the serious, intent faces showed their ab-
sorption 4n this act of worship, practical, and in
nearly ever case sacrificial. Sometimes it was silver,
now and again paper, more often one caught the
chill gleam of copper.

“ Sometimes the gift was thrown into the basket,
showing the abandon of the giving. Often it was
laid in reverently with a loving graciousness, and
once or twice the brown fingers let it go slowly as
if ‘ giving cost much to the giver” But we noticed
that the child who gave all cast it in triumphantly
with flushed face and shining far-seeing eyes. We
wondered what vision she had caught and would
have asked her had it not been for the thought that
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young souls have a right to secret visions with which
outsiders may not meddle.

“ We believe that even dull, monotonous work was
changed that day into something gleaming with light,
for the joy of giving had struck a colorful note in
our hearts, and our Moslem children had been blessed
again as they sought to bless others by their giving of
their own.

“ The money went to a lonely outpost in India and
none ever regretted that the boxes were left lighter,
or even empty. One remark only was overheard.
It was a sleepy young voice saying:

“‘How shall we get more to give?’”—Eumily
Smith.

One of our Secretaries heard of a man in the
west who was known to be Tithing his corn while
it stood yet in the field. It seemed worth investi-
gating. She writes: “ When we reached the home
we learned that the farmer was in the field. We
stopped in the road and took a picture of the
most beautiful corn field we had ever seen. This
steward of the Lord was getting his harvest into
the barn. When told what we came for he was
plainly embarrassed. However, finding us sym-
pathetic he related how he and ¢ mother ’ had de-
cided years ago to take God at His word and had
systematically brought the tithe into the store-
house. We noted some especially full and large
shocks which seemed to be set aside for some pur-
pose. We asked why. Mr. S. led us over to
them and reverently said: ‘These are God’s
rows.” When he saw that we understood with
the heart, he S?.id: ¢ Come and look at the husked
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ears. There is not a nubbin there!’ His face had
a rare look on it. Mr. Mc., a neighbor, remarked
to us later: ¢ He has got something which is worth
having. I guess his Tithing business is the cause
for it.””

In a New England city a man and his sister
started out in business with very small capital
but they took as their firm name AAA and Co.
The company, though it is not known generally,
stands for the Lord Jesus Christ. Nothing has
been done in that firm that would not meet with
His approval. It is a joy to record that the prom-
ise has been fulfilled and that the two human mem-
bers of the firm are able to give most generously
their consecrated tithe.

Marion Harland is so well known among us as
a writer that her experience will be of unusual
interest. For years she gave, as so many have
done, as much as she thought she could to church
work and in answer to other calls. When she
heard of the Tithing system she shrugged it off
by putting it on the old dispensation, but finally a
pamphlet by Dr. Cushman, A Catechism of
Christian Stewardship, woke her up. She de-
termined to try it for three months to see how it
worked. So when the next money came in she
took out one-tenth and put it in a drawer. She
writes that at first it seemed hard to develop the
habit; that one-tenth looked so large, but before
a month had passed the comfort of the system be-
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gan to make itself felt, and she goes on: “ U¥1t11
I tried it I could never have believed the l?eautlful
sense of freedom I experienced from Tithing. To
have the money at hand when a call came was a
totally new sensation. The way in vx'rhlch it ac-
cumulated was another astonishing thmg: I had
never supposed the tithe could increase hke? that.
The fact that I have never kept a systema‘tlc rec-
ord of my gifts prevents my ascertaining if I am
bestowing more or less than used to be my habit.
That is not the point under consideration. The
great gain 1 felt 1 have won is in peace of mind.
I do not mean only in sense of a duty fulfilled and
a command obeyed. These two have their effect
but the cessation of worry and the relief from fre-
quent taxing decisions as to how much I can con-
tribute stand out more than all besides.”

“And the work of righteousness shall be peace,
and the effect of righteousness quietness, and
assurance forever.”

Tre Love GIFT

The most precious gift by a woman of her pos-
sessions reco?ded in our Holy Book is that of the
alabaster box. Down through the ages the fragrance
of this costly gift comes to us still. 'We can 1mag1'n}c;
the beauty of the alabaster container, carved wit
the tracery of leaf and fern, of the delicate pajcterr}s
so beloved by Oriental craftsmen. We can picture
how it was treasured in a little nlghe in the ngl, its
loveliness first carefully wrapped in an embroidered
cloth, then covered with another to keep it from all
soil or harm. We can think of the fragrant mixture
within, the oil of myrrh, of cassia, of spikenard, the
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balm from Gilead and the aloes ““out of the ivory
palaces ” until it had the “savor” of a good oint-
ment. We can imagine how the woman’s eyes often
turned lovingly toward the hiding place of her treas-
ure; how rich she felt to have such a source of joy
in her possession, until the day when there came into
her heart a love greater than anything she had ever
known, and she hastened with her precious posses-
sion to pour out its richness on her Master’s feet until
the fragrance thereof filled the house.

To-day women delight in fragrant essences. We
spend millions of dollars each year on perfumes in
delight for the senses. (It is stated that the business
is the fourth largest industry in the United States!
A business man in the trade has recently published
the fact that at a moderate estimate two hundred and
sixty millions was spent last year in the United States
alone for cosmetics, while another authority asserts
that perfume was purchased to the extent of a mil-
lion and a quarter of dollars for every day of business
of the year!) Our use of this delight is not wrong
except as carried to excess. Did not God give to
the flowers their exquisite odors for our delight?
It is natural for us, debarred by climatic conditions
from the enjoyment of this pleasure for six months
of the year, to conserve these fragrances, but like
other good things, the use of it must be right. We
remember how the Wise Men brought their symbolic
gifts, not only in gold and the myrrh, but the aro-
matic frankincense. Let us recall the name which
the Chinese gave to their tithe. With their charming
figurative mode of expression they have named it
“ fragrant money.”

There are alabaster boxes of beauty and joy treas-
ured among us. Has the time not come for them to
be broken in love gifts and Thank Offerings? Only
we do not give a love gift to a person to whom we
owe something. We first pay our acknowledged
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debts before we pour out real adoration. Having set
aside a tithe according to the command of the Owner
of all, our minds will be open to see the opportunities
for the love gift, for the Thank Offering out of what
He gives us to use at our pleasure. Then the break-
ing of the alabaster box at the feet of our Lord
Christ will be a joy unalloyed.

Thank yow, China, for your beautiful name for
our tithe:

“ Fragrant aponey!”’

APPENDIX

TEXTS ON STEWARDSHIP

Deuteronomy 14:22: “ Thou shalt truly tithe all
the increase of thy seed that the field bringeth forth
year by year.”

Nehemiah 10: 35: “And to bring the first fruits of
our ground and the first fruits of all fruit of trees,
year by year unto the house of the Lord.

“And that we should bring the first fruits of our
dough, and our offerings and the fruit of all manner
of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests, to the
chambers of the house of our God.”

Leviticus 27:30: “And all the tithes of the land
whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of
the tree, is the Lord’s. It is holy unto the Lord.”

Proverbs 3:9: “ Honor the Lord with thy sub-
stance and with the first fruits of all thine increase:
so shall thy barns be filled with plenty and thy presses
shall burst out with new oil.”

Second Chronicles 31:5: “And as soon as the com-
mandment came abroad the children of Israel brought
in abundance the first fruits of corn, wine, oil, and
honey and of all the increase of the field; and the
tithe of all things brought they in abundantly.

“And concerning the children of Israel and Judea
that dwelt in the cities of Judea, they all also brought
in the tithe of oxen and sheep, and the tithe of holy
things which were consecrated unto the Lord, their
God, and laid them by heaps.

“And when Hezekiah and the Princess came and
saw the heaps, they blessed the Lord, and his people
Israel.

“Then Hezekiah questioned the priests and
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Aczariah, the chief priest, answered and said, ¢ Since
the people began to bring the offerings into the house
of the Lord, we have had enough to eat and have had
left plenty; for the Lord hath blessed his people and
that which is left is this great store.’”

Matthew 5:17: “ Think not that I am come to
destroy the law or the prophets; I am not come te
destroy but to fulfill.

“ For verily I say unto you, ‘ Till heaven and earth
pass one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from
the law till all be fulfilled.””

Malachi 3:8: “ Will a man rob God? Yet ye have
robbed me. But ye say, ‘ Wherein have we robbed
thee?’ In tithes and offerings.”

Malachi 3:10: “ Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse that there may be meat in my house and
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I
will not open you the windows of Heaven and pour
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it.”
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PRAYER AND DEVOTIONAL

S. D. GORDON Author of “Quiet Talks Series”
i e iy

Five Laws That Govern Prayer

Tive Addresses delivered at the School of For-
eign Missions Woman’s Missionary Society, M. E.
Church, Lakeside, Ohio. $1.00

“Dr. Gordon discusses in this volume in his inimitable
way the five laws of prayer, such as the law of need,
the law of abiding, the law of the use of Jesus’ name,
the law of practice, and the law of persistence. 0
one can read this book without securing great benefit and
baving his faith strengthened.”—Presbyterian.

MABEL NELSON THURSTON

The Open Gate to Prayer

With Foreword by Mrs. Helen B. Montgomery.
Edition for Distribution. Paper, Special Net, 25¢
Comrade Series, boards, 60c

Mrs. Montgomery says: “I like this book; it seems to
me another evidence of the revival of interest in the sub-
ject of prayer...... I believe that it is welcome for the
reason that it actually does show people the way of
prayer, and trains them in it. The questionnaire at the
close of each section is most helpful and stimulating.”

CHARLES ARTHUR BOYD
Minister of First Baptist Church, Marquette, Mich.

The Singers of Judah’s Hills

‘A Series of Story-Settings for Selected Psalms,
Illustrated, $1.25

“My. Boyd is in great demand for summer assemblies
and other places where young people gather for religious
Instruction and inspiration. In this book he has exhil ited
his talent at its best. In each of the chapters one of
the Psalms is coupled with an original story, and so
interwoven that the Psalm shines with new light and
beauty.”’—The Baptist.

L. DUNCAN BULKLEY, A.M., M.D.

Daily Devotional Bible Readings

Introduction by Henry van Dyke.
A New Edition. $2.00

Henry van Dyke says: “The book is meant to express
and promote the spirit and practice of simple, thoughtful,
helpful worship. I commend it warmly to those who do
not wish to neglect in their homes the sweet and hal~
lowed custom of united daily devotion.”




ESSAYS—ADDRESSES—STUDIES
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EOBERT E. SPEER
... Secking the Mind of Christ $1.50

Filled with the very soul of scriptural teachi t
ggﬁbly Spiritual and vital in every lgu‘ireazch;e a“i)goolzsno:f
viri?- octrine. Dr. Speer’s well-known staunchness and
Fanl{ty in Christian faith will be appreciated at once,
£ iliarity with this volume should put iron in the blood
hrlsh_am thinking, boldness in Christian aspiration, and
WImng in Christian service.”—Christian Ewvangelist.
~LLIAM MELVILLE CURRY, D.D.
Pasior, Ninth Presby;ferian Church, Philadelphia
s e Pastor’s Corner
Pml’l Intimate Discussion of Moral and Spiritual
blems, Introduction by Charles R. Erdman, D.D.
. 1.50
P {sThlS group of brief and vivid messages from a pas'i)r to
Nin Ifleo%le’ rinted week by week in the Calendar of the
spirj; resbyterian Church, Philadelphia, is marked by
knowi’lal insight, practical wisdom, quiet humor and broad
JOI:[Edge of the multitudinous aspects of human life.
\NELLIOTT WISHART, D.D., LL.D.
San Francisco Theological Seminary
It The Fact of Prayer
Pros ProbI_ems and Possibilities. Introduction by
le- Melvin G. Kyle, D.D. 1.7
tion e?r and conyincing, this work provides a solid founda-
Praye or Christian belief in the value and valdity of

schorT, between man and God. This book is one for both
tlar and layman—it satisfies both mind and ieart.

WIrrianr CARTER, Ph.D.; D.D.

Wi The Other Side of the Door
Pra ith Introduction by S. Parkes Cadman, D.D.,
Amdent, Federal Council of Churches. $1.50

foury

distinctly novel note is struck by Dr. Carter in these
wOma%I:l sermons. Here are addresses on youth, maturity.

S i'? %od, and specifically on redemption of the soul and
“Mi % In Christ Jesus. There are such striking titles as
ness sorones on the Way to God,” “Tadmar in the Wilder-
Evex:y og‘eh'e’ Pillars of the Farth,” and “A. Chance for
—G. FROST, M.A. (Compiler)

The Message of F. W. Robertson
'tionn Antholo%/y of Pulpit Masterpieces. Introduc-
Sy R. J. Campbell, D.D. $1.25
Dr. Rglbundred’ brief, pithy and invigorating extracts from
rectly, ertson’s effective sermons, each excerpt bei di-
indey applicable to the life of to-day. The titles and the

ﬁatiggcl';aos:kethe bxok’s x:'alueltohnl‘nirfxislters dax;d other

kers, ~An extreme! an, iri
volurye  fo ! stimulating devotion: :e::d?n‘é. ik

INSPIRATION fromBIBLECHARACTERS

HENRY SCHAEFFER, PkD.; S.T.M.

Professor of Old Testament Interpretation in
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Chicago

The Call to Prophetic Service
From Abraham to Paul. Introduection by Cleland
B. McAfee, MeCormick Theol. Seminary. $3.25

“Perhaps the most comprehensive discussion of the
principles underlying the call to the ministry. And what
is more, it is biblical, scholarly, sane and written in
such a way that it comes with urgent appeal. The pres-
entation is lucid and clear and offers so much material
which the practical pastor can use for pulpit work.”’—
Lutheran Herald.,

'BERNARD C. CLAUSEN, D.D.
Pastor, First Baptist Church, Syracuse, N. Y.

Pen-Portraits of the Prophets

Studies of Old Testament Characters.

“Dr. Clausen has here written a decidedly readable
book. He has created out of the clay of Bible passages
the living, virile men who dared to speak out in terms
that could stir humanity.””—Syracuse Post-Standard.

LEE ANNA STARR, D.D., LL.D.

The Bible Status of Women
With Foreword by Lyman E. Davis, Editor The
Methodist Recorder. $3.00
“Dr. Starr’s successful career as a pastor, and on the
lecture platform, brings thousands of readers for her
scholarly and brilliant treatment. Destined to become a
work of undisputed authority.”’—Methodisi Recorder.

ROBERT CHISOLM HORN, Litt.D.

] Professor of Greek Language and
Literature, Muhlenburg College, Allentown, Pa.

Followers of the Way
Scenes in the Lives of the Early Christians. $1.25

“An admirable book for young Christians—and old
Christians as well—who wish to get a true impression of

early Christian days.”’—Presbyterian Advance.

DAVID JAMES BURRELL, D.D.

The Golden Parable
Studies in the Story of the Prodigal Son. $1.25

_“Dr. Burrell manifests again those fine qualities of
directness, sincerity of purpose, clearness of statement,
and undeviating devotion ta the noble evangelical message
of the Gospel that have characterized his entire ministry.’”
—N. Y. Christian Advocate.




YOUNG FOLKS

————————
RALPH HENRY BAEBOUR

Heading North Auto‘mobile Adventures.

With colored jacket by Wren. Illustrated, $1.75

In Ralph Henry Barbour’s first automobile story, two
real, human and healthy boys have a heap of adventures
decidedly out of the ordinary, and packed with interest
throughout. A book that up-to-date boys and %irls will
read with huge delight, and that their elders will be glad
to have them read.

BERTHA BALDWIN TRALLE
Lecturer in Religious Education
Stories New and Stories True

Introduction by Henry Edward Tralle. $1.50

Dr. William James Sy, Director of Religious Education,
Linfield College, writes: “Stories full of living interest,
each containing a vital principle of great value to the age
intended. I shall use this new book with great pleasure
and profit to my students in story-telling.’

MARY ELLEN WHITNEY

Bible Plays
And How to Produce Them. Illustrated, $1.50

Churches, Sunday Schools, young people’s societies and
leaders of children’s groups will find here helpful and in-
spiring material for dramatizing Bible incidents and teach«
ing Bible lessons. Of the twenty lays eight are from the
Old Testament, twelve from the New. he illustrations

show how the simple costumes are to be made and worn.

MARION COLMAN, AM., M.R.E.

Religions Education Depariment, Brooklym
Federation of Churches

Rules of Life for Boys and Girls
Week-Day Lessons in Religion (Junior Gragﬁss)d

“This is a forerunner of a new type of textbook. A
synoptic work including the best which good teachers of
all ages have found to be valid, and new emphasis which
new experience has approved. Shows a mastery of the
technique of modern education, and the subject matter of
religious _ instruction.”—Dean  Walter Scoit  Athears
(Boston University).

MARGARET E. SANGSTERE

A Life of Christ for Young Feople

The Sweet Story of Old Retold. With numer-
ous illustrations. $1.50

A new edition of a book which won for Mrs, Sangster

many new readers in her lifetime, and which now is still
carrying on her work after her death.




